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MIXED MOB WORRIES MIAMI 


Double Scold for Sinatra, AFRA- 


Cracks Down, Army Frowns on Discs 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
‘The kid’s beginning to believe his 
own publicity, and that’s fatal.’ 
These quotes are from an official 
of American Federation of Radio 
Artists and the object thereof is 
Frank Sinatra, who felt the official 
sting of the radio actors’ governing 
body when he asserted himself with 
too much vehemence. Blowup came 
when The Voice demanded that his tunes come out. 
Hit Parade insert be moved from the 
850-seat CBS studio to the network's 
1.400-seat Vine St. Playhouse. All on 


officials tried to pacity ‘him! Balter Or der ed 
Off MBS Chain 


MINGLING 


Nouveau Riche Tourists (a 
Motley Bunch) and Race- 
track Followers Send 
Prices Skyrocketing — 
Regulars Burning About 
35-50c. For Cup of Coffee 
—Class Hotels, Disgusted | 
With Bad Manners, Lower 
Standards 


BIGGER CROWDS 


Miami Beach, Jan. 18. 

Miami Beach today represents the 
greatest extremes in winter tourism 
since Pear] Harbor, and it’s some- 
thing about which the local Chamber 
of Commerce must be greatly con- 
cerned. The tourists comprise the 
racetrack followers, touts, etc., on 
is believed} the one hand and, on the other, the 
pressure |newly-rich wartime spenders who, 


As Time Goes By 
Fort Worth, Jan. 18, 
‘A jukebox plays while blood 
flows at the Fort Worth Red 
Cross Blood Bank, recently 
opened. Idea is to relieve nerv- 
ousness of blood donors, 
Records will be changed as hit 


with the explanation that Lux used 

the theatre for rehearsal on Saturday 

night and that it would require con- 

siderable time and work to move all 

their special sound effects, which 

are practically permanent there. The Philadelphia, Jan, 18. 

swooner would have none of it and Sam Balter, Mutual Broadcasting 

refused to budge. Either the pickup; System’s news commentator, has 

comes from the big house or hej been ordered off the chain effective 

doesn't go on. Then AFRA moved, Feb. 2, by orders of Mutual's Board 

in on the-scene. of Directors, it became known here 
Firmly and unflinchingly he was} last week. 

told, ‘You either go on tonight or| Orders to ban Balter 

you're through as far as AFRA’s|\to have come following 


(Continued on page 31) from Col. Robert R. McCormick,} while not lacking in lucre, are much 
publisher of the Chicago Tribune,| devoid of lustre. 
which Balter has consistently at- Apparently, loaded with plenty 


tacked as isolationist and anti-British. 
McCormick, owner of WGN, Chi- 
cago, one of the main links in the 
Mutual chain, is also said to own a 
large chunk-of the network stock, 


No one here would speak 


(Continued on page 63) 


CBC Gets Set For 
Invasion; Switches 
~ Staffers Overseas 


New Slogan 
A new slogan of the U.S. air 


for force is, ‘The Squirts will soon 


Ottawa, Jan. 18. (Continued on page 63) 


be chasing the Squints.’ 


Bond Preems for 4th War Loan Drive 


Double-Talk, Eh? 


Down at Fort McClellan, Ala., 
there’s a class in military-dis- 
patch writing that’s learning 
what it feels is a unique slan- 
guage as part of the curriculum. 
That’s so, since if any of the dis- 
patches fall into the hands of 
the enemy, it would be more 
confusing than enlightening. 

‘Variety’ is required reading. 


Hub Rag Steamed 
Stravinsky To-Do 


By RUDOLPH ELIE, Jr. 
Boston, Jan. 18. 


The Stravinsky -‘Star Spangled 
Banner’ row, which up-ended Bos- 
ton when the famed Russian com- 
poser’s arrangement of the national 
anthem was played at the opening of 
a regular concert of the Boston Sym- 
phony orchestra last week, was 
dreamed up out of whole cloth by 
the city editor of the Boston Trav- 
eler. 

Arrangement drew mild rebuff | 
from Warren Storey Smith, music 
critic of the Post, who deemed it ‘un- 
couth.’ Other critics covering con- 

(Continued on page 30) 


Shuffle of Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. overseas men, presumably in | 
preparation for invasion of western | 


“A BOND FOR EVERY SEAT 


Europe, includes switch of Peter | 

Stursberg, CBC war correspondent, 

| The film industry has set out to sell $5,500,- - ties Committee, has made two observations 
London. ai ‘| 000,000 in war bonds during the Fourth War which should 


CBC war writers now in Italy are} Loan campaign from Jan. 18 to Feb. 15—a 
Matthew Halton, former Toronto| bond for every seat in some 16,000 motion pic- 
Star foreign scribe, who supplies} ture theatres in America. That’s the tallest 
air news for Dominion and Trans-| oder the industry has yet undertaken. It’s 


Canada networks, and Marcel Qui-| 

met for CBC French web. Art| almost three times as much as the industry also, ‘When 
Holmes and Lloyd Moore, techni-; sold during the Third War Loan drive. you're helping 
clans, use special mobile recording 


unit, send discs from Italy to Algiers tae 
where they are DXed to Ottawa re- 
ceiver and thence to nets. 

Ouimet was the first war corre- 
Spondent to get a battle broadcast 
from an active front, his discs being 
widely used in Canada and U.S. La- 
fleur was first writer into Corsica. 


PETRILLO SAID TO BE 
AGAINST NET STRIKE 


J.C. Petrillo will not call a strike 
of musicians against any network or 
individual broadcaster following the | 
expiration Feb. 1 of the current AFM | 
contracts with radio. | 


Someone has said that ‘as long as they keep 
on fighting and dying the least we can do is 
keep on working and buying.’ To the picture 
| industry and, in fact, all of show business, has 
been allotted an additional task—that of selling 


and selling. might be well 


As in the past, the theatres are the spearhead 
of the industry contribution to the Treasury's 
campaign for $14,000,000,000 in War Bond 
sales. The theatres, as the first point of con- 
tact with the public, are obviously the most 
effective medium through which bonds can be 
sold by the industry. 


and dying.’ 


Petrillo apparentty intends allow- 
ing his men to continue working un- 
der terms of the old contract, so that this. or 
they can be pulled out any time he | 
feels he is having difficulty securing | 
whatever demands he figures on | 
making. 


The many terribly important reasons why 
anv other. War Bond campaign 
must not fail have already been made abund- 
antly clear. Among others, Si Fabian, chair- 
man of the theatres division of the War Activi- 


‘Sell a Bond 


never been bombed. 
We're pretty lucky.’ 


Well, that’s one good reason. 
vou 


the war. Movie-goers will always remember 
ii the going gets tough, that the bonds they are| 
redeeming, at a profit, were bought from you.’ 
‘That's an excellent reason, also. 


The entire motion picture industry 
lized and already in action. It’s the biggest.) 
most ambitious undertaking the film 
has ever been associated with. 


have 
business, 


noted, ‘Our theatres 
We're still in 


be 


Fabian says. 
sell your patrons a bond 


them build a nest-egg for after | 


But in remembering these two factors it 


to keep in mind also, the most 


important of all, Uncle Sam wants vou to buy 
for vourself and sell bonds through vour t 
atres because it will help bring the vfar to an 
end a little sooner, bring some soldier-boy 
back home a little faster, and provide the boys 
over there with the best possible equipment 
during the time they've got to go on ‘fighting 


he-| 


| 


is mobi- 


industry | 


for Every Seat.’ 


| wrestling - symphony 


Motion picture industry headquar- 
ters for the Fourth War Loan cam- 
paign, in New York, were swamped 
with entries from hundreds of the- 
atre operators participating in the 
‘Honored Hundred’ campaign as the 
nationwide, industry bond drive teed 
off yesterday (Tuesday) under the 
chairmanship of Charles P. Skouras. 
Close to 2,500 entries had been re- 
ceived, with more pouring in virtu- 
ally by the hour. 

Film trade leaders pointed out that 
never before had a complete indus- 
try been so thoroughly mobilized for 
a bond drive. Enlisted in the cam- 
paign to sell 11,500,000 bonds are film 
stars, theatre operators, circuit heads, 
distribution chieftains, publicists, 
projectionists and artists. Skouras, 
heading up the campaign, took his 
key men from the Coast with him te 
organize and pace the effort. 

Some 5,000 ‘free movie days,’ and 


approximately 3,500 bond premieres - 


in theatres have been lined up, in a 
drive surpassing in scope all which 
have preceded it. 
Spectacular rallies were staged 
Monday (17) in cities throughout the 
(Continued on page 63) 


Houston Symph To 
Background Wrestling 
Show in Bond Pite! 


Houston, Jan. 18. 

Pooling of two diverse entertain- 
ment metiers—wrestling and sym- 
phonic orchestra music—may seem 
conflicting for boxoffice purposes, 
but down here this week they don't 
figure it that way. When for 
War Bond sales, it seems to be per- 
fectly okay. 

What is 


its 


world’s first 
concert’ is 
scheduled to take place here at the 
Municipal auditorium on Friday (21). 
In conjunction with the War Bond 
drive, the Houston symphony orches- 


called ‘the 


will play while professional 
| wrestiers will put on their show. 
| And, as if this weren't enough, the 


pop tunes as 
and ‘Deep in 


symph will play such 
‘Pistol Packin’ Mama’ 
the Heart of Texas"! 

H. R. Cullen, independent oil pro- 
has purchased $1,006,000 in 
bonds to permit the orche 
the stage at the 
W restling show. 


ROOSEVELT TO GET 
SHOW BIZ SCROLL 


Personalities from the theatre. the 


ducer, 
tra to take 


War Bond 


over 


arts, radio, pictures, etc., are prepare 
ing an impressive scroll for presenta- 


tion to the President on his 62d 
| birthday Jan. 30. 

Topflight names in all walks of 
show business and literature are 
| Signatories, and the ‘presentation’ 


will ‘be made public on a national 
radio hookup that Sunday (30), tied 
in with the March of Dimes. 
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20th to Keep ‘Lifeboat’ Intact Despite 


Steinbeck Beef 


on Pic Treatment 


20th Century-Fox will proceed as¢@ 


planned with the release of ‘Life- 
boat’ in its present form, and will 
make no changes in the Alfred 
Hitchcock picture to meet criticisms 
of it from certain quarters. How- 
ever, John Steinbeck, who authored 
the original story but was _ in 
Europe when it was produced, has 
expressed indignation at the screen 
treatment. He is now in Mexico 
and not available for direct com- 
ment. 

Opening a pre-release engagement 


last week at the Astor, N. Y., ‘Life- | 


boat’ drew enthusiastic reviews 


Nipped, But Good 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

The farmer who changed 
horses.in midstream was a piker 
compared to Richard Hageman. 
| After carving out a career in 
| music, which included conduct- 
| ing at the Met, composing and 
scoring pictures, he has changed 
over to greasepaint and from 
now on is an actor, under con- 
| tract for five years to Andrew 
Stone for pictures. 


from nearly all the daily critics on | JOLSON DUE ON COAST 


its entertainment value. But three 
of the reviewers, notably Bosley 
Crowther, of the N. Y. Times, John T. 
McManus, of PM, and Lee Mortimer, 
of the Mirror, objected to the pic- 
ture’s treatment of the character of 
the Nazi submarine captain and cer- 
tain story incidents it involves. 
Crowther, in particular, argued that 
the film seems to imply that the 
Nazis are more intelligent and 
capable in a crisis than the citizens 
of a democracy. There has subse- 
quently been disagreement on this 
and other points by audiences who 
have seen the film. Walter Winchell, 
in his syndicated column, defended 
the picture yesterday (Tuesday). 
Despite reports that 20th-Fox 
planned making certain cuts in ‘Life- 
boat’ and adding a narration to 
cover what its critics feel is an ob- 
jectionable slant of the picture, of- 
ficials of the company said yester- 
day they have no such intention. 
Joe Moskowitz, of the play and story 
department, said no changes in the 
film are contemplated, and Bertram 
Bloch, eastern story editor, said that 
‘Lifeboat’ had been greatly com- 
mended by most reviewers and ex- 
(Continued on page 31) 


Waldorf, N. Y., Tries To 
Spot Rooms Elsewhere 


For Turnaway Crowds 


An idea of embrassment of riches 
is exemplified by the 
Astoria which, last week, with about 
100 prospective guests parked in the 
lobby, unable to get in, the asst. man- 


ager subdivided the classified hotels} Walks of life who have made the 
section in the phone directory, and| Supreme sacrifice in the cause of 


put four girls on the phones to in- 
quire about accommodations. After 
65 abortive calls, the first success 
was the availability of four rooms in 
the Concourse Plaza hotel, 

That’s typical of the turnaway 


trade nowadays at many hotels, in| By Radie Harris 


and out N. Y. 


U. S. Jury Probes Into 


Case of Chaplin Protege 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 


SOON FOR FILM BIOG 


Miami Beach, Jan. 18. 


mid-February to start on his Co- 
lumbia Pictures autobiography, 
‘Minstrel Boy.’ 

The star has been sojourning here 
for several weeks, taking it easy as 
result of the bad siege of flu and 
'malaria last fall which followed his 
;return from a strenuous overseas 
_junket for USO-Camp Shows, his 
| fourth off-shore trip. 


Carole Lombard Spirit 
To Wars As Liberty Ship 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Carole Lombard’s spirit went to 
| the wars again with the launching 
{of a Liberty Ship bearing the name 
‘of the film star who lost her life in 
an airplane crash while returning 
| from a War Bond selling mission. 
Irene Dunne christened the vessel 
as it slid down the ways at the Cal- 
ship yards, San Pedro. 


Mich. Honors Her Memory 
Detroit, Jan. 18. 
An appeal to residents of Mich- 
igan to mark the second anniversary 
of the death of Carole Lombard 
| while engaged in a. bond selling 


Waldorf-| tour, by buying an extra bond this | 0 Staten Island. 


| Friday, was made by Gov. Harty S. 
| Kelly. Gov. Kelly declared that it 
should be ‘a tribute to those in all 


| freedom.’ 


Al Jolson is due on the Coast in, 


83d WEEK ! 
KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 
£! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
“Yes, it's true what they say about 
Ken Murray—he's tops.” 


ROBERT YOUNG. 


Barbara Bennett, Mate 
Dismissed from ‘Belles’; 
‘Horseplay’ Charged 


Turbulence which recently inter- 
rupted the stay of ‘Victory Belles’ at 
the Mansfield, N. Y., switched to cast 
trouble last week when Barbara 
Bennett and Addison Randall, her 
husband, were dismissed from the 
show, currently at the Ambassador. 
It has continued there, despite the 
lowest grosses on Broadway, by 
guaranteeing the house. 

; ‘Belles’ was produced by Henry 
| Adrian, a newcomer, with the re- 
| puted backing of Mrs. Elliott (Nellie) 
Fisher, wealthy widow, although the 
manager is said to have invested his 
own coin, too. Show is reported to 


lbe in the red for $80,000, it's spon- 


/sors being hopeful of getting their 
money back through picture rights. 

During one Sunday performance 
the stage manager was on the verge 
of ringing down the curtain because 
of what is described as unseemly 
horseplay between the actress and 
Randall. ‘Doc’ Howe, the company 
manager of ‘Belles,’ represents 
Adrian, who is in an Army hospital 
Reported that 
| Howe had preferred charges against 
Miss Bennett with Equity but the 
| latter stated no such complaint had 
| been filed early this week. 


Equity stated that 
(Continued on page 31) 


also Howe 


an New York 


| 


Runaround 


| The reason Roland Young is remaining in New York following the shut- 
| tering of ‘Another Love Story’ is ‘Nobody's Business’ except Billy Rose, 
| who will produce it....Mary Grant, who did the costuming of Mike Todd’s 


| Shelton have called off that 


|*Mexican Hayride,’ has been set by 
Hope musical....When Edmund Gwenn returns to Broadway in ‘Sheppy,’ 
, he'll have Frances Heflin as his ingenue lead... .Frances Robinson and Sid 


Sam Goldwyn to wardrobe the Bob 


State Dent. Sets Up Film, 


‘Mr. Paganini,’ And We Ain’t Kiddin’ 


In the first place, let’s get it down fast that these fingers know little 
or nothing about music, and less than that when it comes to the svs- 
tem with which Igor Stravinsky knocks himself out. What we can 
understand, however, is when a critic tries to say something is terrif 
with one hand while apologizing for about everything except the pic- 
colo player with the other. We savvy that, brother, because we've 
written those kind of reviews ourselves. 

The occasion we're talking about is the Stravinsky conducted con- 
cert by the Boston Symphony, in Bosten, last Friday afternoon (14) 
and the review of the event, that appeared the next day in the New 
York “Herald Tribune” under the by-line of Paul Bowles. The latter 
sent us to the Alka-Seltzer fountain in the office. 


May we nudge you with a quote from Mr. Bowles’ remarks? As 
follows: 

“It is twentieth century music which relies almost completely on the 
psychological overtones of sonorities and harmonies which came into 
being in fhe nineteenth century and which could mean nothing to an 
audience not conversant with romantic music.” Unquote. 

That's us he’s talking about. That, right there. The romantic music 
we know of is wrapped up in Ray Noble’s recording of “Melancholy 
Baby.” Chase that disc and you'll find something, mister. Does that 
make us “conversant?” 

Still, it's Stravinsky on the main title this time, so Mr. Bowles, in 
his review, adds, “And like the (his) other recent works it is classical 
only in the sense that the music is climaxless.” 

Now what kind of music is that, “climaxless,” to a pair of ears that 
grew up in the faith that Julius Lenzberg was king of all he surveyed 
from the pit at the Colonial, especially when Hedges Brothers and 
Jacobson played the house 

“Incidentally,” Bowles’ review later continues, “the word ‘mood’ 
here does not denote what one might think, but is used in a generic 
sense which Webster defines as ‘distinction of form in a verb to ex- 
press the manner in which the action of the state it denotes is con- 
ceived’.” 

This, to us, is the convincer positive that Red Nichols and His Five 
Pennies were one hell of a band, 

So Mr. Bowles concludes by three time threeing Mr. Stravinsky 
with, “And it is this reviewer's contention that the music remains as 
stimulating as ever.” 

No doubt Mr. Bowles is an astute music critic, but it all means only 
one thing to us. We've got to get near a radio Saturday night (15) 
because this Stravinsky is due, on the Blue yet, and we've got to find 
out can this guy make the “Hall of Fame.” 

We listen and what gives out? Can he do to “Valencia” what White- 
man did? Has he got an Al Goodman kettle-drum glissando which, of 
course, is a trick, but our lowly ear loves tricks. Instrumental tricks. 
Yeah, we listen, but we lose interest fast because it comes back to us 
that we have heard some of this Stravinsky's music before. We also 
remember that to us some of it sounded not unlike a Pratt & Whitney 
doing an outside loop (forward somersault to you) at 20,000 feet. 

Hence, with your permission, we'll keep right on slumming with 
Tchaikovsky. For some reason his “Romeo and Juliet” doesn't seem 
to need explaining. We like the way Rapee plays it, too. 

The Associated Press also sent out a story on Stravinsky's afternoon 
concert in Boston, saying: “Igor Stravinsky conducted the Boston Sym- 
phony Orchestra in his own arrangement of ‘The Star Spangled Ban- 
ner,’ startling a huge symphony hall audience into what amounted to a 
stunned silence.” ThejA. P. further went on to state, “Earlier Mr. 
Stravinsky explained that he completed his harmonization of “The Star 
Spangled Banner’ two years ago on the Fourth of July. He said he 
retained the melody but introduced different harmonies, suggesting 
Puritan times with chords in the old contrapuntal style.” 

Friends, this final quote from the master is the one that blitzed us 
no end. In one fell swoop you could say. For at no time has anyone 
ever tossed that “contrapuntal” at even one so well versed as Jimmy 
Durante. And a good thing, too, or James might not be with us today. 
It made us think we might like to attend a Stravinsky concert with 
Jim—and a good deck of cards. That “contrapuntal” also shows what 
can go On around you if you don’t pay attention. They will simply 
have to go on hitting us with that one ‘till we get used to it. 

Then, to top off everything, don’t you know that a news announce- 
ment breaks on the air Saturday night relating that Stravinsky has 
been threatened by the Boston police with a fine of $100 for playing 
his own arrangement of “The Star Spangled Banner?” Maybe the 


boys simply didn’t care to hear the old “Banner” take a pushing around. 


What bothers us, though, is why they only picked on Stravinsky. 
Don't those cops read the reviews? Sid. 


Radio 


ated. 


Federal grand jury opened an in-| . wedding date. ...Tallulah Bankhead didn’t 
eytt a: Py: , _| attend the invitational preview of ‘Lifeboat’ at the Astor, but she sent her 
| two best friends, Guthrie McClintic and Estelle Winwood to report the 
the civil rights of Joan Barry, who fn 4 ; 
th news of her success....Irene Purcell, now Mrs. Herbert Johnson, of 
lated. Case concerns the alleged | °*'*”' a oe ‘umbriago’ at the Capitol, starting March 9.... 
railroading of the former Chaplin | ce 
protege out of Beverly Hills after | M-G’S SECRET 
her arrest as probation violator. 


. : Now that John Hodiak is the new male heart-throb in ‘Lifeboat’ 

Among the witnesses at opening | (20th-Fox), it is interesting to recall that when he was making the picture 

session were Hedda Hopper and producer Kenneth Macgowan of 20th-Fox received a call from producer 
Florabel Muir, newspaperwomen, 


i TI H.I J f tl Arthur Hornblow of Metro. 
anc 10omas H. Ince, Jr., son of , | 
I understand you have an actor on your lot named Hodiak whe, they 


Hollywood apartment house. tell me, is deing a good job in Lifeboat. : We ve exhausted every possibility 
on our lot for a leading man in ‘Quo Vadis.’ Is there any chance of our 
borrowing him?’ 


Como’s 20th-Fox Test May 
Delay N. Y. Cafe Date 


Perry Como’s debut at the Ver- 
sailles, N. Y. nitery, scheduled for 
Feb. 2, may be postponed a week or | 
10 days because the crooner flew to 
the Coast yesterday (18) to make a | 
test for 20th Century-Fox. Idea od 
to see how he registers for a rdle in | 
‘Something for the Boys.’ 

If test is satisfactory, ‘Boys’ will 
mark Como’s screen bow. | 

| 


‘There’s a very good chance,’ was Macgowan’s retort. 
tract to M-G-M. WE enly have him on leanout!’ 


He’s under con- 


DISSA AND DATA 


Memo to Jed Harris: Martha Scott wants to stay on Broadway if 
she can find another part like Emily Webb (‘Our Town’)....Barbara 
Bel Geddes, who went to Hollywood for Hunt Stromberg last summer 
and is yuet to make her first picture, got tired of counting time and a 
weekiy salary check, and will return to Broadway to join Frank Craven 
and Billie Burke in Zoe Akins’ ‘Babylonian Holiday’....Arthur Kober 
is paging Thelma Schnee for ‘Dear Bella’....Jean Hersholt, who is 
doing such a magnificent job for the National American-Denmark 
Assn., will solicit funds next week in Pittsburgh, where he will be 
the house guest of steel magnate Iverson....Jerry Dale is at the 
Sherry-Netherland.... 


RKO’s Fiim on Gallup 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. Perry Wilson’s ‘Post Mortem’ to the closing of Brock Pemberton’s play 

Character modeled after Dr. is a happy one—she’s going to have a baby....Ethel Barrymore Colt, who 
George Gallup will be introduced in has been quietly studying voice with Queena Mario, will make her N. Y. 
RKO’s ‘Heavenly Days,’ with Fibber operatic debut in the title role of ‘Martha’ at the Civic Center the week of 
McGee and Molly. Feb. 20....Gertrude Niesen is at the Waldorf....Autior and commentator, 
- Public sampler was asked to play Eric Hatch, is having a wonderful time directing his first show, Vincent 
himself but declined giving press of | Youman’s Revue—there are only three actors in the cast, the rest are pup- 
business as the reason. Okay’d the|pets!...That was Jean Arthur shopping at Abercrombie & Fitch for her 


idea, however, of being imperson- ‘:usband, Frank Ross, which belies current rumors of any impending 
| Splitup. 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

Motion Picture and Radio Divi- 
sion is set up in the State Dept. un- 
|der a sweeping reorganization an- 
/nounced Saturday night (15) by 
| Secretary of State Cordell Hull. 
| Unit will be in a newly-formed Of- 
| fice of Public Information and will 
| knock out the Division of Cultural 

Relations which has been handling 
| this work in recent years. 

Head of the pic-radio unit will be 
John M. Begg, who had considerable 
| industry experience in both lines be- 

fore joining the department. Back 
in 1928-29, Begg took the first Fox 
| Movietone outfit to China and 
| Japan Returning to the VU. S. in 

1930, he became an editor of Pathe 
| News, a job he held through 1936. 
|}In 1939, he joined the Philip H. 
| Lord organization, producer of radio 
| programs, where he did a two-year 
| stint as assistant to the president. 

Begg has been with the State Dept. 
since January, 1941. He served as 
assistant chief of the Division of 
Cultural Relations in charge of pic- 
tures and radio. He will be carry- 
ing on much the same work in the 
new slot. Begg would not comment 
on postwar planning of the State 
Dept. regarding either pictures or 
radio, pointing out that his job now 
has a war angle and that he will 
work with CIAA and OW? He will 
be in charge of one of a number of 
units under Asst. Secretary of State 
G. Howland Shaw, in charge of ad- 
ministration and policy-making on 
all public information matters. 


State Dept.’s film and radio work 


Division; Headed by John M. Begg 


has been most intensive in Latin 
Amervica, with some work done also 
in the Near and Far East. 

‘The motion picture and _ radio 
division,’ said Secretary Hull’s an- 
nouncement, ‘shall have responsibil- 
ity in matters pertaining to (a) 
liaison between the department and 
other departments and agencies, par- 
ticularly the Office of War Informa- 
tion, the Coordinator of Inter-Amer- 
ican Affairs, War Dept. and Office of 
| Censorship, in matters involved in 
the dissemination abroad, through 
the media of motion pictures and 
radio, of information regarding the 
war effort; and (b) the development 
and execution of cultural programs 
through these media.’ 


Kern, Ex-Yacht Clubber, 
To Direct ‘Doughgirls’ 


Hollywood, Jar 18. 
Warners upped James Kern, writ- 
er, to a director berth, with ‘The 
Doughgirls’ as his first chore. 
Kern, a former member of the 
Yacht Club Boys, collaborated with 
Sam Hellman on the screenplay. 


Seek Skolsky Program 


Sid Skolsky, the Hollywood col- 
umnist for McNaught Syndicate, is 
being sought for a radio program on 
film comments and pic gossip. 

NBC is endeavoring to clear 15- 
minute spets thrice-weekiy for the 
interested sponsor. 
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MISCELLANY 


Corwin Gives Up 
$2,000 Wk. in Pix 
For $500 At CBS 


In returning to CBS to do his 
forthcoming sustainer series, Norman 
Corwin is giving up a $2,000-a-week 
picture contract at Metro. His radio 
series, not yet titled, will pay him in 
the neighborhood of $500 a week, a 
substantial raise over his previous 
salary from the network. He took 
advantage of a special 10-week can- 
cellation clause to get out of the film 
deal. 

Understood Corwin intends to 
make the program rather fluid in 
pattern, somewhat as he did with 
his ‘26 by Corwin’ series during the 
summer of 1941. It’s tentatively 
slated to start Feb. 8, in the 10-10:30 
p.m. spot, Tuesdays. 

‘Romance,’ the sustainer now heard 
in the Tuesday night time, will be 
rescheduled as a twice-weekly eve- 
ning half-hour. It will continue to 
be directed by Marx Loeb. The 
latter will also direct the network's 
sustainer serial, ‘This Life Is Mine,’ 
and will also start this week to di- 
rect the ‘Dateline’ stanza Friday 
nights for Philco, likewise on CBS. 


Report Jack & Heintz 


Sets 506 Backing For 
New Harry Green Show 


The Jack & Heintz defense plant, 
Cleveland, is said to have okayed a 
$50,000 bankroll for Harry Green’s 
next legit production, which has a 
patriotic ‘home front’ connotation. It 
all stems from the J &H pleasure 
during the past season at Green's 
and Jack Pearl's co-production of 
‘All for All,’ in which they also co- 
starred on Broadway. Comedy pic- 
tures the epitome of capital-labor 
relations. J&H will be recalled as 
being cited a number of times fer 
their excellent employer-employe re- 
lations, even to the sharing of profits. 

Plenty of the J&H atmosphere was 
present in ‘All,’ an adaptation from 
the late Aaron Hoffman’s ‘Give and 
Take,’ which originally served as a 
starring vehicle for the late Sam 
Bernard and Louis Mann, The in- 
dustralists had reportedly offered to 
put up some coin for ‘All,’ but were 
refused by the stars. While A, L. 
Berman, the theatrical attorney, was 
the nominal ‘presenter,’ that show 
is said to have been chiefly backed 
by Pearl. 


Selznick Sues McCarey 
For Fee on Hughes Deal 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


Myron Selznick, Hollywood agent, 
filed suit for $15,523.22 in Superior 
Court against Leo McCarey, film di- 
rector, as 10% of the latter’s earn- 
ings under contracts negotiated by 
the agency. 

Complaint declares the commis- 
sion payment was not pressed be- 
cause McCarey claimed he had not 
been paid $137,500 by Howard 
Hughes on a deal for a picture that 
never was made. Later, Selznick 
charges, he discovered that Hughes 
had paid off. Suit includes $1,773.22 
for a deal with RKO. 


Freddie Bartholomew 
Gets Medical Discharge 


Amarillo, Jan. 18. 

Freddie Bartholomew is no longer 
a student mechanic at the local army 
airfield. 

He received a medical discharge 
and departed for Los Angeles last 
Tuesday (11). Discharge was the re- 
sult of a back injury suffered in an 
accident several years ago. 


Walda Winchell Better 


Miami Beach, Jan. 18. 

Walda Winchell, 16-year-old 
daughter of the columnist, is now in 
much better shape than a couple of 
weeks ago when a flu attack, her 
second in six months, worried her 
parents. Mrs. Winchell (June), in- 
cidentally, also was a flu victim at 
the same time. Once before, last 
June in Hollywood, the child was 
laid up with a severe cold. 

Incidentally, when she resumes her 
acting ambitions, young Walda will 
adopt a stage name in order to side- 


step any benefits of her father’s 
fame. 


RADIO HAS A JOB TO DO 


Over on Mutual every Sunday afternoon 
there is a program called ‘Abe Lincoln’s 
Story.’ It’s a half-hour show sponsored by 
the National Small Business Men’s Associa- 
tion. It started Dec. 5th and is going along un- 
der the usual quarterly options. It is the 
finest network program on the air. But of 
even more importance is that this program 
holds tremendous national significance for 
radio, as an industry, if radio will reach out 
and embrace it. 


It’s one of thuse programs which comes 
along once in a decade to fit calendar and 
clock. It is worthy of being adopted by the 
four major networks for simultaneous 
broadcast every week. It 
just a program and there is more than just 
a radio program involved in what we're talk- 
ing about. Radio gave full evidence of what 
it can do along these lines Monday night for 
the Bond drive. That was 60 minutes by re- 
quest. What we mean, however, is week 


after week, of radio’s own volition, and on . 


the house. 


Bear in mind that this is a war year, a 
Presidential election year, and the year dur- 
ing which the Allied invasion of western 
Europe is expected. It is a year that can 
become one long headache to radio. 


Here is a program which revolves around 
Abraham Lincoln and affiliated with it is the 
National Small Business Men’s Association, 
the very title of which attracts public sym- 
pathy. And what is the program’s message 
as it was on the Jan. 2nd show? Citizenship. 
Good citizenship. An enlightened citizen- 
ship. Who, individual cr organization, Care 
quarrel with that? Add to this the sagacity 
of Walter Lippmann, as radio’s conTféttive 
microphone personality with the public, who 
would solely have to do with this program, or 
as radio’s consultant on policy in this direc- 
tion, or both, and you have the objective of 
this editorial. 


The theme is citizenship and only citizen- 
ship. The program would have no one per- 
son, no political party to sell. Too, don’t 
forget, this would help stand off the poli- 
ticians later on when they come around seek- 
ing free radio time. 


The qualifications, if the networks were 
willing to step in and take over, would be no 
cost to the Little Business Men’s Associa- 
tion which, in return, would put aside all 
thought of discussing present or postwar 
business conditions and to substitute indorse- 
ment for sponsorship. A copy of the script of 
the Jan. 2nd show, with the closing speaker 
from the Association advocating a thorough 
understanding of our political system, gives 
a fine example of the program. And there 
is yet a further factor whereby radio could 
shape this program into its country’s service. 


The opportunity seems to cry out for ac- 
tion. If radio could once weekly give this 
program, as proposedly set up, the impact of 
full network coverage it could point the way 
to a national awakening on vital matters. If 
a simultaneous four way coverage is not pos- 
sible, then surely each of the webs can take 
its turn at sending it out once a week and 
waive any objections there might be to tran- 
scriptions. 


What is the use of trying to hide it? This 
country has lost its balance on the home 
front. We lost it ourselves and we must re- 
gain it ourselves. No one else can help us. 
And what difference why we are stumbling 
now? Not with a Presidential election grow- 
ing, always growing, more forboding. Read 
your daily paper. Recall the last election. 
Remember that this time the entire world is 
seriously concerned with what we do. Yet 
how many factions do you know of which 
are only concerned with themselves? 

Yes, the press also has a job to do and is 
alread’ partly doing it. But, oh, that other 
part! 


Let’s get back to the program of ‘Abe 
Lincoln’s Story’ as the instrument in this 
case. The period of Lincoln’s administration 
convulsed this nation to its core and every 
moment of its reenactment on the air seem- 
ingly draws a modern parallel. Lincoln is 
the one man in American history who uni- 
versally, upon mention of his name, estab- 
lishes the characteristics of integrity, com- 
passion, and understanding. Seventy-nine 
years after he has gone a radio program 


about him can reach out and shake the 


is more than - 


listener to the ground. The mechanics of 
this, of course, are a good+script and capable 
performers. ‘Abe Lincoln’s Story’ is posses- 
sed of both. Make no mistake. This is a 
great program. The performance last Sun- 
day, Jan. 16, was superb. 


The expected Allied invasion from the 
west will, for us, increase the war’s tension 
a hundredfold. And radio will bear the brunt 
of this flash news. Between invasion and it 
also being an election year, a tidal wave is 
building up for radio which will need the 
keenest judgment to steer the industry 
through 1944 with the least’ amount of tur- 
moil. For radio must be made to see that if 
any turmoil within its own ranks is not kept 
in bounds, radio can become a national ag- 
gravation rather than an asset and a guide to 
the people. 


The press, no matter how much it may 
hurt, must face the fact that radio has cut 
deeply into the strength of the editorial page. 
If this be true, and it certainly is, then radio 
can do no less than shoulder its full share 
of editorial responsibility. 

To do this radio must muster the strongest 
available manpower within reach. There is 
a job todo. A big job. And for radio Walter 
Lippmann may be the man to do that job. 


There is no doubt in ‘Variety’s’ mind that 
Mr. Lippmann is the man. The reason for 
the above qualification is because Mr. Lipp- 
mann may not be available to radio. In 
‘Variety’s’ opinion. Walter Lippmann has a job 
to do in this war which he has not yet done, 
Who better could pilot radio, as an industry, 
through a war year and a Presidential elec- 
tion year with this Lincoln program as the 
standard bearer plus the indorsement of the 
National Small Business Men’s Association to 
help gain and retain public attention? 
There’s the whole thing in a sentence. Why 
didn’t we say it two pages back? We did, 
but there seemed such a lot to talk about in 
between. 

Mr. Lippmann’s reputation needs no eulogy 
here. Would radio not be a worthy service 
to his country for Mr. Lippmann? Can radio 
persuade him? Pay him? Obtain him? We 
don’t know. Would radio want him? We 
don’t know that, either. What we do know 
is that no newspaperman in this country has 
written as has Mr. Lippmann of this war. 
A majority of Mr. Lippmann’s columns have 
been like a cool drink after a hot climb. 
Radio can even hear its own commentators 
echoing Mr. Lippmann for days. His column 
of Dec. 28 titled ‘A Double Standard of 
Morality,’ in reference to the existing differ- 
ences here between civilians and those in the 
service, is an instance. This echoing hap- 
pens all the time and it goes for column 
commentators as well. It’s no accident. 
There’s a reason. May we ask you to in some 
way, any way, obtain a copy of Mr. Lipp- 
mann’s column of Jan. 13, because this, 
column fully indicates what he could mean 
to radio. 

For a long time it has appeared that of- 
ficial Washington has chosen Mr. Lippmann 
asa means of first presenting Capitol reac- 
tion, if not actual policy, to the country. Any 
steady reader of Mr. Lippmann will have 
noticed this. 


Film Biz Vital 


To 4th War Loan, 
Says Morgenthau 


Henry Morgenthau, Jr., U. S. See- 


retary of the Treasury, addressing 
himself to the motion picture indus- 
try on the eve of its Fourth War 
Loan campaign, states: 

‘The industry is vital to the success 
of the Fourth War Loan drive— 
doubly vital because of the dual 
function performed in both selling 
the idea of bond buying from the 
screen and actually selling bonds in 
the theatres. 

‘A Bond for Every Seat’ is a high 
goal for which to shoot. I am told 
that there are 11,500,000 movie seats, 
and the sale of more than 11,500,000 
bonds will be a lengthy stride toward 
Victory. 

‘No more difficult a task has an 
industry ever undertaken, and yet it 
is with confidence in your success 
that I appeal to you. The -movies 
will do their job. They always have.’ 


Wash. Post Blasts Use 
Of ‘Pearson Technique’ 
On State Dept. Program 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

The Washington. Post, in a scorch- 
ing editorial Monday (17), lit into 
the State Dept. for the manner in 
which the news of its reorganiza- 
tion was permitted to leak out, first 
news of the shakeup having been 
aired in an NBC interview with 
State Dept. bigwigs in Washington 
on Saturday (15). 

‘The manner of the unfoldment,’ 
editorial said in part, ‘was anything 
but conservative. In points of lit- 
eral fact, it was in the current style 
of radio salesmanship whereby the 
listener is given preliminary hints 
what the great American public has 
long been waiting for will be vouch- 
safed at the end of the program, if 
he can possess his sou! in patience. 
The revelation comes out when the 
listener is supposed to be on the 
verge of breathless exhaustion. 

‘Drew Pearson, in his radio talks, 
has adapted the new technique in 
preparing the American mind for his 
sundry prophecies. That the State 
Dept. should ape the artist in com- 
mercial plugs is something to be 
wondered at.’ 


Karloff Out of ‘Arsenic’ 


To Scare ’Em in Films 
Minneapolis. Jan. 18. 

Boris Karloff leaves ‘Arsenic and 
Old Lace’ permanently Jan. 28 to re- 
turn to Hollywood and pictures. His 
first will be ‘The Climax’ for Univer- 
sal, he announced here. 

Replacing Karloff with the road 
company will be Bela Lugosi. 
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Mr. Lippmann’s name strikes us so strongly | || 


regarding radio and the current national sit- | || 
uation that it seems foolish to either further | 
promote or provoke. Mr. Lippmann is no|| 
doubt quietly serving in some capacity be- ||| 


sides writing his New York ‘Herald Tribune’ | | 
syndicated column, but we submit that both || 
the radio industry and Mr. Lippmann should | 
make a sincere effort to meet in the service ||) 
of their country. || 


Radio has met other situations when they 
arose and, no doubt, will continue to do so 
competently. But here is a chance to ride 
out to meet a challenge which has com- 


menced to rumble and will grow to thunder. || 
If radio chooses to face the situation in| 


this wise, and as a unified industry, it will) 
have done something the nation will assur- | 
edly recognize and appreciate. In view of. 
this, the necessary technical adjustments can 
hardly be insoluble. | 


Now is the time for radio showmanship | 
to come to the aid of its country. 


The opportunity is here. 
Isn’t it worth a try? 
It is. It is. Sid. 
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Industry Leaders Plan Sales Of 
War Bonds Through 


Some Special Bond 


Industry leaders plan to sell some # 


$500.000,000 in war bonds through the 


medium of special war bond pre- 
mieres which scheduled in 
around 3,500 theatres during the 


Fourth War Loan campaign. This 
compares with around 1.700 bond 
preems during the last War Loan 
drive. 

Exhibitors have already sct 1,227 
bond premieres with the drive only 
having opened vesterday (Tuesday). 
This compares| with 1,473 bond 
premieres held altogether in the 
Third War Loan Drive, indicating a 
terrific opening day impetus which 
it is expected will put the indus- 
try over the bond premiere quota 
before another week or two. 

Several territories have exceeded 
last year’s quota already. Leading 
the list is Denver with 207 war bond 
premieres as against 60 in the Third 
War Loan Drive. Minneapolis has 
set 131 Fourth War Loan bond pre- 


mieres as against 110 in the last 
drive. San Francisco has set 122 


war bond premieres as against 80 
in the last campaign. Omaha has set 
44 war bond premieres as against 23 
in the last drive. Kansas City has 
set 54 war bond premieres as against 
51. Cleveland has set 25 war bond 
premieres as against 14 in the last 
drive. Boston has sect 48 war bond 
premieres as against 32 in the last 
drive and Cincinnati has set 30 war 
bond premieres as against 24 in the 
last drive. 

Charles P. Skouras, chairman of 
the film industry’s campaign, has an- 
nounced that distributors have 
agreed to supply one picture for one 
War Bond preem per theatre. This 
applies to any film under contract 
up to 30 days prior to availability 


| perience unique in the entertainment 


Limit ‘Movie Days’ 

Ned E. Depinet, chairman of 
the distributors committee of the 
Fourth War Loan drive, states 
that there will be no deviation 
from the original agreement by 
distributors for providing pic- 
tures for bond premieres. 


In response to requests for 
holding ‘Free Movie Week’ or 
‘Free Movie Month,’ Depinet 
emphasizes that not more than 
one ‘Free Movie Day’ in any one 
theatre can be held. 


Cantor’s 24-Hour Vigil 
To Sell Bonds Jan. 29-30 
Over KPO, San Francisco 


San Francisco, Jan. 18. 
‘Buy a bond and keep Eddie 
Cantor awake!’ 
With this as their slogan, San 
Franciscans will participate in an ex- 


world on Jan. 29 and 30, when the 
banjo-eyed star puts in 24 continu- | 
ous hours of bond selling from San 
Francisco’s Ratio City. 


A wire from Cantor to the 
Fourth War Loan headquarters here 
yesterday confirmed the fact that, 
the comedian will stay awake from 
6 am. Saturday (29) to 6 a.m. the 
following morning, Sunday. It will 
be the first non-stop broadcast ever 
attempted by a single entertainer. 


date, providing any exhibitor hav- 
ing a prior clearance does not ob- 
ject. 


Distributors have also agreed to | 


provide any picture for repeat show- 
ing for any morning, matinee or 
midnight show, but this plan is not 
too strongly favored, since ‘Free 
Movie Day’ appears a better alterna- 
tive for those theatres not staging 
bond preems. 


In order to stage bond preems. thr- | 


atre operators must first contact the 


local War Finance Committee which | 


will appoint representatives to han- 
dle the sale of ‘E’ bonds and the al- 
location of seats. Scales would range 
from $25 bonds to $5,000 bonds. 
Exhibitors are acvised to contact 


prominent members of the commu- | 
nity, disseminate information about | 


the bond preem as widely as pcs- 
sible through newspapers and radio, 
and arrange effective bond booth 


displays. Veterans from both wars 
are being invited to attend bond 
preems, along with municipal and 


other leaders. 


‘BOND A SEAT’ SHOW 
FOR N. Y. ROXY FEB. 11 


Principal Broadway picture houses 
are presenting a cooperative ‘Bond 
a Seat’ midnight show at the Roxy 
theatre, New York, Feb. 11, in con- 
nection with the Fourth War Loan 
campaign. Irving Lesser, chairman 
of the Broadway Motion Picture 
Theatres Committee, has announced 
that ail of the managing directors 
of the Broadway deluxers will par- 
ticipate, with telent to be provided 
from the stage shows now playing at 
their various theatres. No films will 
be shown. 

Committee plans to sell 6,000 bonds 
for the performance. Roxy theatre 
will have 2,200 seals scaled at $25 
in bonds, 2,600 orchestra seais at $50 
bonds end 200 seats at $100 be d 
admissions. The loge section, 500 


No regular periods have been 
scheduled for his KPO microphone | 
appearances, as they will be almost 
continuous; he will be heard at fre- 
quent intervals during programs and 
between programs on ‘station 
breaks.’ 


Between times, he will meet a 
stream of bond purchasers who wish 
to buy a bond from ‘Banjo Eyes’ ‘in 
person and who will be admitted 
not only during the day but through- 
out the entire night, up to Cantor’s 
6 a.m. deadline Sunday morning. 

Special telephone lines will be in- 
| stalled in the studio where Cantor 
will ‘live’ for the entire 24 hours; 
| those unable to come to the studio 
in person will talk to the comedian | 
and order their bonds by telephone. 
| Arrangements are being made by 
| John W. Elwood, KPO manager, to 
|make the comedian’s sleepless job 
|'as pleasant and safe as_ possible. 
|George Mardikian, owner of San 
| Francisco’s Omar Khayyam restau- 
has been designated as pur- 


rant, 
i veyor of food and black coffee. A 
| nurse and physician will be on hand 
also, although Cantor, in Hollywood, 
laughed at reports that he might 
find his 24-hour ‘day’ tiring. 

‘Tell that to the Marines at 
Tarawa!’ he said. ‘And tell KPO 
| listeners to stay awake with gne— | 
and buy bonds!’ 


Spot Pix Stars Around 
U. S. in War Bond Pitch 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Film players are spotted at key | 
| points throughout the country to | 
|help put over the Fourth War Loan | 
}drive. They will campaign for | 
; about two weeks at bond rallies and 
defense plants. 
| Among those on tour are: Souci 
| Fontaine, Brian Aherne, Gene Kelly, 


| 


WB’s ‘In Our Time’ Bally 
Ties In with Bond Drive 


Timing screening with the opening 
of the Fourth War Loan drive, 
Warner Bros. specially screened ‘In 
Our Time’ yesterday (Tuesday) 
aboard the Statue of Liberty boat, 


following a program designed to get 


the loan campaign off to a strong 
start. This included a broadcast over 
Station WINS with U. S. Commis- 


' sioner of Immigration Earl G. Har- 


risOn*as principal speaker. 

Stunts include a press delegation 
to cover the event, a press tour of the 
Statue of Liberty, music by a mili- 
tary band and pledging of war bond 
purchases by representatives of 24 
foreign groups amounting to $100,- 
000,000, it was announced by Willis 
H. Booth, chairman of the Foreign 
Origins Group, U. S. Treasury. 


Skouras on Bond 


Sale Showmanship 


By CHARLES P. SKOURAS 
(National Chairman) 


The chips are down. The time 
for speeches, brass bands and cere- 
mony is over. From here on it’s go- 
ing to be work—harde work—but the 
kind of work show business is geared 
for—salesmanship combined with 
showmanship. 

Our objective is clear, a bond for 
every seat in every theatre in Amer- 
ica. 

We have the tools, we have the 
manpower, 

Our allies are all the major bond 
selling agencies of the U. S. Treas- 
ury Department, allies which are 
likewise geared to do a job of sales- 
manship. 

Together we are driving for a na- 


tional objective of $14,000,000,000 in 


bond sales. Maybe that figure seems 
high. Maybe it sounds like an im- 
possible goal. But if the men and 
women in service can do a job onc? 
called impossible, it’s up to us to 
do our part also. 

Our record in past bond drives has 
been an enviable one, but this is not 
the time to sit back contentedly and 
rest on past laurels, hopeful that 
past momentum will carry us 
through. Every ounce of our energy. 
ability and merchandising must be 
electrified into action, into show- 
manship. 

‘A Bond For Every Seat’ must be 
more than a slogan—let’s make it a 
reality. It’s a job that calls for team- 
work, 


RAIL PRIORITY FOR 
STARS IN BOND DRIVE 


At the instigation of C. S. Bell, as- 


i sistant to Secretary of the Treasury 


Morgenthau, following the latter's 
request, a general letter was sent to 
all railroads last week by M. B. Dug- 
gan and Homes Bannard requesting 
that super-priority setups be laid 
out to accommodate the 400 to 500 
performers being used in the Fourth 
War Loan Drive. Treasury Depart- 
ment requested that priorities, second 
only to the highest Government of- 
ficials. be granted and that railroads 
should hold themselves in readiness 
to put on special equipment if neces- 
sary. 

Government feels that glamor of 
film stars and other performers are 


| necessary to great extent for sale of 


bonds and want them to have same 
accommodations they would use in 
ordinary travel, without loss of pres- 
tige in that direction. Special serv- 
icing arrangements will only be in 
effect until Feb. 15 until which time 
performers will be travelling con- 
tinually. 


PHILCO’S BOND PITCH 


Bringing ‘Radic Hall ef Fame’ te 
Philly as Sales Hypo 
Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 
Philco Corp. is bringing its Radio 


seats, will be scaled at $1,000 bond | Ella Raines, Arline judge, Dennis | Hall of Fame here Feb. 13 as an 


per seat, and several seats wil] be| Morgan, Red Skelton, Charles Bick- | extra 


scaled at $5,000 each. 


State-by-State Bally 


Secreiary of the Treasury Henry 
Morgenthau, Jr. and Charles P. 
Skouras, chairman of the film in- 
dustry’s Fourth War Loan Drive, 
have asked the Governors of the 48 
States to take official recognition of 
state winners of the ‘Honored Hun- 
dred’ contest via special ceremonies 
following the contest. 

Governors are in reciept of letters 
explaining the reasons for the con- 
test and calling upon them to serve 
as judges, 


Albert | 
Edgar Bu- 


ford, Jo-Carroll Dennison, 
Dekker, Helen Walker, 


|chanan, Leslie Brooks, Lon Chaney, 


Ann Savage. 

Also Charles Ruggles, Elaine 
Shepard, Porter Hall, Lois An- 
drews, Paul Kelly, Marjorie Wood- 
worth, Raymond Walburn, Lynn} 
Merrick, Edgar Kennedy and Ram- 
sey Ames, 


| 


More Bond News 


Further details on the indus- 
try’s Fourth War Loan campaign 


on page 35. 


stimulus to the local bond 
drive. Larry Gubb, chairman of the 
board of Philco, is also chairman of 
the Pennsy bond division and he 
conceived the idea of originating the 
Hall of Fame from the local Acad- 
emy of Music, 3,500 capacity audi- 


torium, selling seats via bonds, and | 


thus further swelling the gate. It’s 


‘tied in with the local Retail Mer- 


chants Assn, 

Phileo, for its contribution, is 
spending extra funds of its own, 
both for the radio hour, over the 
Blue network, and also for the gala 
show after the broadcast, as addi- 
tional compensation for the bond- 
seat purchasers, 


He’s on loan from 20th-Fox. 


‘Honored 100° Contest 


This contest is open to every theatre manager in the United States. The 
winners will be those who sell the most War Bonds during the Fourth 
War Loan drive, in ratio to the number of seats in their theatres, This 
in the case of a 500-seat house selling 550 bonds, the score is 110; a 2,000- 
seat theatre selling 2,400 bonds, scores 120. 

All managers should have entry blanks on hand by now. If not, theatre 
men should write to the Contest Manager, 1501 Broadway, N. Y. city (18). 
Those who have the forms should fill them in promptly, sending one copy 
to New York and another to the state chairman. 

Winners will be given a trip to Washington, all expenses paid. 

Time limits governing the ‘Honored Hundred’ contest have been ex. 
tended because many theatre men have been concentrating on bond sales 
since Jan, 1, while others have had bond preems and other special events 
scheduled before the Jan. 18 official opening day. 

As a result the industry committee has decided that all sales made in 
January and February will be considered eligible for the contest. 

Robert Selig, assistant campaign manager in charge of the ‘Honored 
Hundred’ contest, explains that the signing of an entry blank does not 
necessarily mean a pledge, although every manager is expected to do his 
utmost. An exhibitor signing an entry form merely agrees to do the best 
job possible in selling a bond for every seat. 

All circuit managers have also been requested to sign individual entry 
blanks and send them in so that there will be complete theatre-by-theatre 
representation. 

Any manager of a motion picture theatre in the United States, Alaska 
and Hawaii is eligible to compete in the contest. 

One winner will be named from each state, one from the District of 
Columbia, one from Alaska and one from Hawaii. 

No contestant may win two awards. 

No bond sales will be recognized in the contest unless supported by 
Treasury Department bond application blanks. 

A theatre need not be an issuing agent in order to enter the contest. If 
the application is taken by the theatre the bond may be issued anywhere, 

Contestants will retain the perforated stub-portion of the Treasury De- 
partment bond application blank until the close of the campaign. These 
are then to be sent to the state War Activities Committee chairman, to 
reach him not later than March 1, for checking results. Theatres which 
have qualified as issuing agents may attest their own application. 

Ten winners will be named from the entire country from cities of less 
than 5,000 population. 

Ten winners will be named from the entire country from cities between 
5,000 and 10,000 population. 

Ten winners will be named from the entire country from cities between 
10,000 and 25,000 population. 

Ten winners will be named from the entire country from cities between 
25.000 and 100,000 population. 

Ten winners will be named from the entire country from cities of over 
160,006 population. 

State winners will be determined by the state chairman and the state 
War Finance Committee, assisted by certified public accountants. These 
names will be sent to the WAC, New York, for final audit as well as se- 
lection of winners on the population basis. Decision of the official ‘Hon- 
ored Hundred’ contest judges will be final. 


Showmen Setting Huge Theatre 
Seat Charts to Hypo 4th War Loan 


+ Huge theatre seating charts, de- 
signed to stimulate war bond pur- 


chases through writing the names of 
fighting men into the spaces de- 
noting the seats, are going up in 


First Winnahs 


The first theatre manager to 
sell a bond for every seat and 


thus become eligible for the | theatre lobbies ali over the country 
‘honored hundred’ contest was /to lend impetus to the Fourth War 
Ralph J. Batschelet, Bluebird Loan Campaign. 


theatre, Denver, Col. 

Another early theatre sellout 
to be reperted Monday (17) 
was the Moore theatre, Seattle, 
Wash. House was completely 
sold out to employees of Govern- 
ment agencies for an estimated 
gross of $75,000 in ‘E’ bonds. 

A third early bird was the 
Golden Gate, Say Francisco, with 
a bond show yesterday (Tues.) 
netting $70,000 in sales. 


BOND DRIVE FEATURES 
CAROLINAS’ 32D CONV. 


One seating chart, from three to 
five stories high, erected in Times 
Square by Broadway theatre man- 
agers, is to serve as a bond selling 
hypo, as well as a recorder of the 
progress of the sales of war bonds 
in all Broadway picture houses dur- 
ing the drive. 

This chart will contain approxi- 
mately 100,000 squares, each of which 
| will denote a theatre seat. Idea wes 
evolved at a meeting held Jan. 11 
under the chairmanship of Irving 
Lesser, managing director of the 
Roxy theatre, New York. 

The War Activities Committee is 
providing managers with miniature 


| charts which exhibitors will blow 
Charlotte, N. C., Jan. 18 
The 32d annual convention of the | “P to theatre lobby size. Exhibitors 
32d a ial.c ‘enti | 
yas om | can also use two charts, selling space 


| Theatre Owners of North Carolina 
'}and South Carolina was held here 
| Jan. 16-17. Among the speakers were 
Ed Kuvkendall. president of the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Qwners of 
America. 

The theatre war bond rally was 
a feature of the convention which 
|was held at Hotel Charlotte. Na- 
| tionally known theatre owners and 
ranking officials of the War Activi- 
; ties Committee of the motion picture 
| industry were speakers. More than 
| 500 Carolina theatres were repre- 
| sented. 

Mrs. Walter Griffith is secretary 
and treasurer of the association, and 
|Tom A. Little, was chairman of the 
program committee. 


in one for the names of fighting men 
and the other for names of theatre- 
goers buying the bonds. 

As another means of exploitation, 
some theatre managers are gilding 
a theatre seat which is placed on a 
pedestal in the main public square of 
the city, for a civic unveiling. 

Charlie Skouras’ Statement 

Charles P. Skouras, describing the 
seat chart as one of the most out- 
standing and showmanly ideas to 
come out of the campaign to date, 
said last weck, ‘It is so basically 
simple and at the same time a:ten- 
tion-arresting that I strongly recom- 
mend it being used in every town 
and city on a local scale comparable 
a with that in New York. 


° ‘In Times Square the copy atop the 
Drive’s Bally Setup chart is to read “Bu 


huge seating chart is to read ‘Buy a 
for New 

Charles Einfeld. Warner Bros. v.p. Mew York s 
in charge of publicity and advertis- 


Famous Times Square Theatres.’ On 
ing. served as counsel and adviser on 


one side of the display is a huge 

. Fourth War Loan insignia. On the 

the Fourth War Loan campaign book. | other is oversize comeaiiae towering 

Ed. Schreiber, publicity director for | high above the display; marked off 

the War Activities Committee; Marty | in thousands and graduating upward 

Weiser, Warner studio publicist; John | to the balloon. Towering above the 

Wentworth, designer, and Seymour | display is to be a theatre seat on a 

Peiser, Fourth War Loan publicity | pedestal representing the industry 
director, collaborated in ‘preparation 

of the manual. 


goal. Each day during the drive the 
seating chart will be blacked out as 

Sam Shain, former ‘Variety’ mugg, 
is serving as trade press contact. 


the Times Square theatres make re- 
ports on their sales. Special activi- 


(Continued on page 35) 
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Joe Pasternak Waxes Whimsical 
On the Travails of Film-Making 


By MORI KRUSHEN 

Joe Pasternak, Metro producer in 
New York ‘to see a few plays and 
get some publicity,’ said Monday (17) 
that producing pictures with basic- 
ally new ideas has become more dif- 
ficult than ever before. 

‘When I get a new idea for a pic- 
ture,’ Pasternak explained, ‘do I have 
to begin worrying about the public? 
No sir. First I have to convince a 
couple of important stars that they 
should do it. First the male star 
says he won't do it. I finally per- 
suade him to take the part and then 
the girl says she won’t appear in it. 
After I convince ’em both the real 
job begins. I’ve got to sell the idea 
to some high class writer. 

‘I walk in on the writer and begin 
to give him ideas. I'm in the middle 
of explaining how wonderful the 
idea is when suddenly it strikes me 
that that isn’t the way it should be. 
The writer should be giving me 
ideas. However, I keep on. Some- 
times I win out and other times the 
writer leans back and says he would 
like something really good, some- 
thing he could become interested in, 
but he doesn’t explain what it is. 

‘So you see,” he continued, ‘it takes 
a little time to sell a new type of 
picture to the people who are to 
have a great deal to do with the 
making of it.’ 

Before Pasternak could escape Bill 
Ornstein, Metro publicist, chimed in 
that he had a new idea for a picture 
in a script titled ‘Genius Grows on 
Trees’ and would Pasternak read it. 
Pasternak said ‘no’ very quickly and 
advised Ornstein and other aspiring 
authors that one of the first moves 
in selling a script is to change 
names, preferably to one like Eugene 
O'Neill. 

Pasternak recalled that when he 
was producing in Europe he advised 
a promising young writer to attach 
the name of Ferenc Molnar to one 
particularly good script. Company 
toppers, Pasternak said, promptly 
bought it although when they found 
that it was written by an unknown 
they paid 3,000 marks instead of the 
35,000 they originally offered. 

Pasternak plans to stay in N. Y. 
around three weeks. He is sched- 
uled to produce three films for Metro 


this season—‘Thrill of a Romance, | when the 


‘Anchors | 


‘Dear 
Aweigh.’ 


Your Children Are At 


The Movies, In Case 
You Wanted to Know 


Current batch of pix stressing 
adult need of curbing juvenile de- 
linquency is winning strong national 
reaction—from the kids themselves. 

Case in point is ‘Where Are Your 
Children?’ (Monogram), which has 
opened strong in Richmond, New 
York and Baltimore to predom- 
inantly moppet audiences. It’s be- 
lieved that the kids are getting a 
bang out of seeing themselves de- 
picted, if only vicariously, and en- 
joy watching their ‘problems’ de- 
lineated and solved on the screen. 

Moral impact, if felt, is not taken 
any too seriously by them. 


FIVE 20TH BIGGIES 


Barbara’ and 


+ 


TO BARRIER IN FEB. : 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


Five high budget productions will | 


face the cameras at 20th-Fox next 
month, starting Feb. 1 with the A. J. 
Cronin novel, ‘Keys of the King- 
dom.’ 

Second to hit the starting line is 
‘A Wing and a Prayer.’ followed in 
order by ‘When Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling,” ‘Where Do We Go From 
Here?’ and ‘Sweet and Lowdown.’ . 


Granet RKO Producer 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Best Granet checked into RKO un- 
der a new contract as producer. 
Until recently Granet worked at 
20th-Fox where his latest chore was 
a script for George Jessel. 


U’s Teheran Conclave 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Universal execs huddle here this 
week to arrange the production and 
policy program for 1944-45. 

In from New York to confer with 
Nate Blumberg, prexy, and Cliff 
Work, production chief, are J. 
Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the 
board; William A. Scully, general 
sales manager; Joseph H. Seidelman, 
head of the foreign department, and 
Charles D. Prutzman, general coun- 
sel, 


Fancy Price 
Tilting Does 
B.0. Boomerang 


Going over figures and \making 
comparisons, theatre operators are 
inclined to the view that the practice 
of trying to take advantage of the 
public on holidays and also at other 
times, sticking up steep prices with- 
out warning when a good show has 
been booked, is having a definite ef- 
fect on business. 

Although earnings are at their 
peak and plenty of money appears 
to be in circulation, it was noted that 
this past Christmas and New Year’s, 
especially on the eve of the latter, 
fell short of expectations. That the 
public is getting wise to high prices 
soaked them, prices which are not 
advertised in the papers, and are de- 
liberately staying away for that rea- 
son, is advancea as a theory in both 
major chain and independent the- 
atre circles. 


The gouge was out during the holi- 
days in 1942-43 and people don’t for- 
get that, in the opinion of theatre 
men. Fewer came this Christmas 
and New Year’s, when even the 
smailer indies jacked up their prices, 
and fewer, as a result, will be dfawn 
next year-end or other 
holidays roll around, it’s argued. 
Some indies, according to sources, 
were encouraged to boost scales by 


| the distribs, and while they did all 


right in terms of gross, the attend- 
ance was away below the prior year. 


Managers and operators also noted 
that many unattached women at- 
tended the theatres, leading to the 
conclusion that perhaps the boy 
friends have gotten scared of walk- 
ing to a boxoffice and finding that 
the price was too much for them. 
Not wanting to be embarrassed, ex- 
perience in the past has been, in line 
with this theory, that they have had 
to cough up double what they wanted 
to spend. 


Downtown N. Y. theatres are the 
worst offenders when it comes to 
price. Whereas formerly they had 
established price-changes, now ad- 
mission charges are stuck up arbi- 
trarily, with some houses getting 
evening scales at noontime. The dis- 
concerting part of it, so far as the 
public is concerned, is that the even- 
ing prices prevail on some pictures 
from 6 p.m. on, but on cthers are 
oneal on matinees. One Broadway 
first-run stuck up a $2.20 New Year’s 
eve price the minute the sun went 
down, 


Bob Kane Not Anxious 
To Return to England 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Reluctance of Robert T. Kane 
to return to England as production 
head there, for 20th-Fox, may result 
in an amicable parting after 10 
years. 

Unless studio execs can find spot 
for him here, he’ll pack up for an- 
other connection. As producer, he 
recently completed ‘The Sullivans.’ 

The late Sid Kent, 20th-Fox prexy, 
was Kane’s brother-in-law. 


A. 


NEW DEAL FOR 


MAY ALLOWED 


New decree proposals presented in 
Washington last Monday (17) by the 
Big Five to Tom C. Clark, U. S. as- 
sistant attorney, and John W. 
Wright, contain provisions which 
pave the way to sweeping changes in 
exhibition and distribution through- 
out the United States. These pro- 
posals, embodied in the final con- 
sent company decree draft of Jan. 7, 
1943, are in the nature of an offer of 
a new deal for independent thea- 
tre owners. 

‘Big Five’ proposals, as outlined in 
the Jan. 7 draft of decree plans, 
though considered far-reaching by 
the consent companies, have not yet 
been accepted by assistant attorney 
general Tom C. Clark. 


Understood that Clark is demand- 
ing greater concessions than those 
proffered by the decree majors and 
a further revision of the Jan. 7 de- 
cree draft is anticipated. 


It is understood that all consent 
companies are agreed not only to 
dissolve pools but to abrogate part- 
nerships in certain instances. The 

ig Five is agreed, it is reported, 
that where defendant companies are 
linked in any pools, these are to be 
dissolved. Also, where defendant 
companies are in partnership with 
other defendant companies, in any 
theatre operations, these also are to 
be dissolved. However, if a de- 
fendant company has a pool or part- 
nership agreement with an _ inde- 
pendent operator who is not a de- 
fendant in the decree, then such an 
Operation may continue. 

It is understood that the Depart- 
ment of Justice is to grant consent 
companies one year after the new 
decree is approved in court to get 
rid of such partnerships or pools. It 
is understood, also, that all consent 
companies have agreed to these pro- 
visions in the Jan. 7 decree pro- 
posal draft. 

Wide changes are also indicated in 
Section 10. All ‘grandfather’ clauses 
in the first decree which expired 
Nov. 20, 1943, clauses which re- 
stricted independent arbitration pos- 
sibilities, are to be dropped. Under 
the new proposals an independent 
exhibitor would be able to go to an 
arbitration board and ask for a run, 
with arbitration boards empowered 
to adjust runs. 

If, however, an independent is af- 
filiated with a booking combine, or 
has over six theatres, he cannot ap- 
ply for such relief, under the pro- 
posals submitted. Contention is that 
such indies have buying power and 
ao not require additional assistance. 

Under the new decree proposals 
an independent, with a large house, 
wio now comes after -a smaller 
chain theatre, will be able to de- 
mand a run ahead of the chain 
house’if he can prove to the satis- 


(Continued on page 42) 


Cotting Operating Hours or Closing 
One Day Weekly a N.Y. Theatre Threat 


a 


M-G Beats Piracy Suit 


* Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 
Metro was absolved by a federal 


jury in a $50,000 plagiarism suit 
brought by Mrs. Lisette Clymer, 
widow of John Clymer, screen 


writer, involving the authorship of 
the Hedy Lamarr-James Stewart 
starrer, ‘Come Live With Me.’ 

Widow charged the screenplay was 
pirated from her late husband’s 
story, ‘Chinchilla.’ 


More Concessions 
From ‘Big 5 Loom: 
Promise Changes 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

The ‘Big Five’ and the Dept. of 
Justice were still at loggerheads on 
several points after a four-hour 
meeting here yesterday (17), the up- 
shot of which was a promise by the 
industry reps to submit an alternate 
offer Thursday or Friday. 

Industry spokesmen, after making 
several proposals last week to Tom 
C. Clark, U. S. assistant attorney- 
general, in charge of the hearing, 
injected changes yesterday in their 
original plan. Changes will be in- 
cluded in the revised offer to be 
made later in the week. 

According to Clark, major issues 
in dispute between the ‘Big Five’ 
and the Justice Dept. center pri- 
marily around arbitration rights, ac- 
quisition of new theatres and re- 
gional appeal boards. 

Arbitration provisions sought by 
the major exhibitors are at variance 
with proposals made by the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of America. 

Moot point in dispute is the Jus- 
tice Dept’s desire for a clause re- 
quiring Big Five to obtain court per- 
mission before purchasing or build- 
ing any new houses. 

Although Clark, is in favor of 


(Continued on page 42) 


LOEW-HAKIM SETTING 
UP NEW PIC OUTFIT 


Sacramento, Jan. 18. 
Loew-Hakim, Inc., new picture 
production company, filed incor- 
poration papers here, with David L. 
Loew, Robert Hakim and David 
Tannenbaum named as directors. 
Papers call for 1,000 shares with 
an aggregate value of $50,000. New 
outfit is negotiating for release 
through United Artists. 


Neil Agnew Predicts Small Towns 
‘Will Not Be Post-War Sufferers’ 


Expressing strong_ reluctance 
against making predictions because 
he’s ‘seen so many go wrong,’ Neil 
F, Agnew, v.p. in charge of distribu- | 
tion for Paramount, makes an ex- 
ception, however, in firmly believing 
that smaller towns and rural com- 
munities ‘will not be post-war suf- 
ferers.’ 

He does not think the boys and 
girls in uniform in this war will de- 
sert the towns they came from in 
favor of larger cities and desk jobs| 
rather than those they may have 
had on the farm or in local grocery 
stores before, inducted. 

Agnew reminds of that World War 
I song which went, ‘How you gonna 
keep ’em down on the farm now 
that they’ve seen Paree,’ but in ad-/| 
dition to recalling that the smaller 
communities and farm areas didn’t 
lose so many men after that war, 
it is likely the percentage of strays 
will be smaller this time, he adds. 
The boys saw Paris and other in-| 
teresting places in the last war but | 
in this one, Agnew points out, there 


isn’t so much glamour and the aver- 
age soldier will probably be happy 
to get back to where he came from. 
‘There are no Dorothy Lamours with 
a sarong in the South Sea island 
spois where many of the boys are 
fighting,’ he notes. 

Paramount’s sales v.p. does not 
venture an opinion as to small-town 
or large-town prosperity after the 
war is over but is inclined to the 
view that for sentimental, family and 
other reasons, most of the uniformed 
forces will return to the towns from 
which the war drew them. A large 
number will recognize this as a re- 
sponsibility, in his opinion. 

According to Agnew, the number 
of lesser towns at present in critical 
shape due to wartime conditions, 
loss of population, lack of defense in- 
dustry and other factors, is com- 
paratively small. This would indi- 
cate that even if not so many sc!- 
diers returned to their native towns, 
when considered’.as a whole the sit- 
uation would still not average up 
bad. 


Threat of forcing theatres in N. Y. 
to either curtail operating hours or 
close down entirely one day a week 
is reported in inner theatre circles, 
where it’s said that Mayor F. H. 
LaGuardia is probing the possibility 
of such measures as a means of sav- 
ing coal, 

There are also accounts that the 
city fathers are looking more 
askance than ever before at early 
Sunday openings. While most 
houses do not throw their doors 
open on Sunday until 12 noon or 
later, some frequently actually vio- 
late the law by admitting customers 
earlier than this. Warned from 
time to time about this, if continued 
severe action may be taken, it’s 


feared. Also, in managerial quar- 
ters it’s understood that considera- 
tion is being given to restricting 
Sunday openings to 2 p.m. 

Since tiie war began a large num- 
ber of theatres in the Greater N. Y. 
area, as well as elsewhere, have 
been operating longer hours than 
before, with many additional houses 
now giving midnight performances. 
In the downtown area it’s now no 
rarity to see openings as early as 
8 a.m. 

Aside from the fact that first-run 
theatres in the Times Square area 
find enough customers on hand at 
the breakfast hour to warrant sell- 
ing tickets as early as 8 or 8:30 a.m, 
operators have been encouraged to 
grind longer hours due to the fact 
that many pictures are now running 
so long that it’s difficult to get 
proper turnover. 

Operators of neighborhood thea- 
tres, however, say that in most cases 
it does not pay to play midnight 
shows, the late performances not. 
being worth the cost. However, 
they are being continued. Mayor 
La Guardia is also said to have 
taken cognizance of the late shows, 
notably in the neighborhoods, on the 
ground that they are wasteful not 
only as to coal but in other ways, 
including electrical power, wear and 
tear on personnel, etc. Some man- 
agers are inclined to agree with this 
view. 

In World War I, numerous thea- 
tres closed down one day a week as 
a conservation measure. It has been 
talked of now and then since the 
present war began but so far only a 
comparatively few houses have 
voluntarily taken this action. 


Borris Morros May 
Have Talked Himself 
Out of 2 Good Deals 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
In his eagerness for a_ publicity 
buildup for his new independent 
producing company, Borris Morros 
went off the deep end on two counts 
and may have ‘queered’ one of the 
deals entirely. 


His press-agented claim of United 
Artists release for his product has 


been refuted by officials of that 
company. An ‘exclusive’ story he 
gave to a syndicated columnist to 
the effect that Jack Benny and Fred 
Allen would appear in the film 
version of ‘Of Thee I Sing,’ which 
he plans to produce, didn’t stand up, 
as no deal has been made with 


Benny and premature 
knock the props from 
deal. 


RAY GRIFFITH COMING 
BACK AS PRODUCER 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Raymond Griffith, inactive in pice 
tures for three years, is returning as 
an independent producer, with back- 


ing understood to be around $500,000. 

Former actor, Griffith functioned 
as a producs for several years at 
20th-Fox. 


publicity may 
under that 
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1943 saw 94% our product 
the war effort, but 1944 will tind 
backing the Fourth War Loan 
100%...and more, that’s possible. 
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Kaufman Loses Fine Plea 
As US. Readies 2d Trial of Chi ‘Boys 


Louis Kaufman, former business? 
agent of local 244, Motion Picture 
Operators Union of Newark, con- 
victed recently along with six Chi- 
cago gangsters for conspiracy to ex- 
tort more than $1,000,000 from the 
film industry, was denied his motion 
for a stay of execution of a_ $10,000 
fine, pending his appeal to the U. S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals by N. Y. 
Federal Judge John Bright last 
week. In addition to the fine im- 
posed, Kaufman was sentenced to a 
seven-year prison term. 

According to assistant U. S. at- 
torney Martin Klein, the govern- 
ment’s collector of fines, under 
Judge Bright’s ruling Kaufman may 
now proceed to post a bond guar-, 
anteeing the payment of the fine or 
be subject to an examination and 
investigation of his assets. 

Kaufman, Klein stated, will be 
brought into federal court next 
week, at which time he must either 
be prepared to guarantee payment 
or be examined by the government's 
collector. 

Kaufman is the only one of the 
seven defendant’s permitted to re- 
main free by posting $25,000 bond. 
The other six alleged members of the 
old Al Capone mob were refused bail | 
and are now lodged in the Federal 
House of Detention pending their 
appeal to the U. S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals from their conviction. The 
six mobsters, rather than risk an in- 
vestigation of their assets by the 
government, elected to pay their 
$10,000 fines each last week. Attor- 
neys for the six mobsters have not 
made any move for bail for their 
clients. 


Mail Fraud Charges 


In the meantime, Boris Kostelanetz 
special assistant U.S. Attorney Gen- 
eral, who successfully prosecuted the 
seven defendants, is getting ready 
for the second trial of the six Chi- 
cago gangsters, charged in a second | 
indictment with mail fraud in con- | 
nection with the special slush fund j 


of $1,500,000 collected from 42,000 | 
members of the TATSE. The gov- 
ernment contends that this fund, 


controlled by George E. Browne, ex- 
president of the IATSE, and his per- 
sonal representative, Willie Bioff, | 
both convicted for ertorting $1,000,- | 
600 from the Motion Picture Indus- 
try in 1941, was being split with ‘the | 
boys form Chicago.’ Kostelanetz is 
also presenting additional evidence | 
to the federal grand jury, which is 
continuing its investigation into 
racketeering in the movie industry. 
Additional indictments are expected. | 


SOUNDIES (CHI CORP.) — 


WILL OPERATE MINOCO 


Chicago, Jan. 18. | 

The Minoco motion picture studios 
in New York have been taken over | 
by Soundies Distributing Corp. of | 
America, Inc., of this city, it was re- | 
vealed by*Gordon B. Mills, president 
of the company, who said that they 
would operate the 
sound motion picture service studio. | 
John T. Doran, who has been man- 
ager of eastern studios at various 
times, has been named g. m. of the 
studio, 

j It was also announced that Wil- 
liam Forest Crouch, production and 
promotion manager for Soundies, 
will shortly establish headquarters in | 
N. Y. to become executive producer 
of Soundies in charge of studio pro- 
duction. During the past year Crouch | 
has Produced and directed over 100 
musical short subjects. 

Jack Barry recently resigned as | 
president of Minoce to go into indie 
Production. 


property as a} 


2 Canadian Exhibitors 
Elected to Mayoralities 


Regina, Sask., Jan. 18. 
Alfred William Shackleford, 44, | 


manager of the Capitol and Roxy, | 


Lethbridge, Alta., unanimously 
elected mayor of Lethbridge. He is 
the youngest chief magistrate in the 


city’s history, He started as an usher 
in Calgary, Alta. at 14 and has 
Owned and managed theatres in 
Lethbridge for the past 23 years. 
At Hanna, Alta., I. F. Shaker was 
reelected to his 10th term as mayor 
of the town. He operates theatres 
at Hanna and at Kindersley. Sask.. 
and is owner of three Edmonton the- | 
atres leased to Odeon, j 


His Design for Directing 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
William Cameron Menzies moves 
into RKO this week on a two-way 
job as director and chief designer of 
sets on ‘The Gibson Girl.’ 
Musical gets under way late this 
month with Ginger Rogers starring. 


306 Insiders See 


Kaplan Losing 
Some Influence 


While Sam Kaplan, former czar of 
Local 306, Moving Picture Machine 
Operators of N. Y., now a member of 
the executive board, supported Harry 
E. Storin for the vice-presidency, 
latter winning, insiders do not be- 
lieve that Kaplan’s strength is in- 
creasing. Belief is that it is lessen- 
ing, instead. Basis fur this is the 
fact that records show the former 
head of the union polled fewer votes 
for himself during the December 
election than two years ago. Coun- 
tering unfounded beliefs that Kaplan 
may again accede to the presidency 
is the additional fact that, while he 
was voted into the execs board six 
years ago, his vote in 1941 dropped, 
the further reduction coming this 
past December. 

Out of a total of over 2,200 mem- 
bers, estimated that about 350 mem- 
bers of Local 306 are adherents of 


| Kaplan, not sufficient in opinion to 


give him controlling power in spite 
of the fact that an old associate, 
Charles Eichhorn, was returned to 
the exec board after a two-year ab- 
sence. He was supported by Kaplan, 
as was Harry Gorfman, another new 
member for the board. Others on 
the exec committee who are general- 
ly regarded as Kaplan men are said 
to be Sam Salvino and Eddie Stew- 
art. Group numbers 14 men, includ- 
ing 11 who are elected and three ex- 
officio officers, these being president 
Herman Gelber and the two business 


| agents. 


Gelber, who succeeded Joseph D. 
Bassoon as president four years ago, 


jis intensely powerful in the union, 


and, unless an unusually powerful 
dark horse shows up, expected that 
he will remain in control. Among 
other things, his strength has vastly 
increased as a result of ability dur- 
ing the past year to effect a merger 
between 306 and Empire Moving Pic- 
ture Operators, N. Y., state-chartered 
union, all of whose members have 
been brought into 306. 


Rotert Wright To 
Handle Cartel Probe 


Washington, Jan. 18. 
Investigation of the dickering be- 
tween J. Arthur Rank, British films 
topper, and several American firms 


| to set up an alleged world cartel, has 


been placed in the hands of Robert 
Wright, special deputy attorney 


| general, by Wendell Berge, chief of 
ithe Anti-Frust Division of the Justice 
| Department. 


Wright has specialized 


| in motion picture matters for several 


years. 

‘How far we will have to go,’ 
Wright told ‘Variety,’ ‘depends on 
whether the Justice Department’s 


warning is heeded by the film indus- 
try.’ Anti-Trust has clamped down 
temporarily on any further informa- 
tion, but it is known that several pic- 
ture biggies are being quietly con- 
tacted for discussions on the matter. 

Meanwhile, last week’s disclosure 
in ‘Variety’ that a probe was under 
way caused a flurry of excitement 


| here, the Justice Department receiv- 


ing numerous calls from interested 
persons. At least one British daily 
wired the story overseas for London 
consumption, 


Setting ‘Lady’ and ‘Dr.’ 

The sales policies to govern mar- 
keting of two high-budgeters made 
by Paramount. ‘Lady in the Dark’ 
and ‘Story of Dr. Wassell,’ will be 
set at the three-day district sales 
meeting the company will hold in 
N. Y., Feb. 3-4-5, according to Neil 
F. Agnew, v.p. in charge of distribu- 
tion. 


| 


| 


| 


17 Booth GALS 


Regina, Sask., Jan. 18. 

Seventeen Regina women have 
gradyated as film projectionists 
after attending a class conducted 
by the National Film Board of 
Canada. 

The course is believed to be 
the first of its kind in the Do- 
minion. 


Strong Interest 
In Amus. Shares 


Recent strength and stability in 
motion picture shares is attributed 
in Wall Street to more important 
buying plus the fact that the group 
lately has given hints of being in a 
strong technical position. Another 
factor which has given the amuse- 
ment group a healthy tone is a batch 
of investment buying in Loew’s at 
around $60 per. 

Showings in stock market transac- 
tions recently has shown up Univer- 
sal, RKO, Paramount, Warner Bros. 
and 20th-Fox as particularly strong, 
evidencing possibly strongest  in- 
terest in these shares. 


Complete WB Report 
Accents Co.’s Strong 
Financial Position 


The complete financial report of 
Warner Bros., mailed to stockholders 
last week, revealing net profit of 
$8,238,483 for the fiscal year ending 
last Aug. 31, gives new details on 
the strong fiNancial position of the 
corporation. Company shows an in- 
crease of earned surplus in a year's 
time of about $4,500,000, even after 
paying dividends on the preferred, 
plus accumulated dividends included 
in redemption price of the preferred 
or $3,731,116. Earned surplus thus 
rose from $17,410,973 to $21,918,339 


as of Aug. 31, 1943. Capital surplus 
amounted to $57,371,955. 

Warners’ actual profit, before 
losses, on fixed assets and Federal 
income taxes amounted to $26,665,- 
705. The former totalled $4,537,221 
while Federal taxes amounted to 
$13,890,000. 


Portion of consolidated balance 
sheet that interests Wall Street most 
is the vastly improved financial | 
status of the corporation accom- 
plished chiefly through the refinanc- 
ing program finished last summer. 
Inventory of the corporation, show- 
ing an increase of more than $7,000,- 
000 to an all-time high of $31,475,338, 
was viewed as highly encouraging 
because it shows Warners strongly 
eutrenched on completed productions 
awaiting release. Also, the high 
negative value” indicates strongly 
that the corporation has costly pic- 
tures ready for. when market 
seems suitable. 

The financing program todk in the 
redemption of the preferred, calling 
of 6% debentures and being replaced 
by’ 4% bonds and _ retirement of | 
domestic bank loans totalling $5,500,- | 
000. Of current funded debt, the} 
company refinanced $15,000,000 at | 
considerably lower interest rates. 


Catholic Church Eases | 
On Willkie’s ‘1 World’ 


Springfield, Mass. Jan. 18 
Lessening of Catholic objection to} 
the filming of Wendell Willkie’s ‘One | 
World’ by 20th Century-Fox is seen| 
in the removal of the book from the| 
‘condemned’ classification this} 
month’s issue of the Catholic Mirror, | 
Springfield diocesan publication. 
The Mirror’s listing of current! 
books this month carries ‘One World’ 
in €lass 2, which is ‘Recommended | 
for Adults Only: too advanced for 
adolescents.’ No explanation is given! 
for the change by the paper. which 
receives its lists from ‘Best Sellers.’ 
a bi-weekly review published at the} 
University of Scranton, a Jesuit col-| 
lege in Pennsylvania. In October the} 
Mirror listed the book as not recom-| 
mended for any class, following a re- 
view by a Jesuit who condemned the | 
book for its acceptance of what was! 
characterized as Russian propaganda. | 
Willkie is chairman of the board of | 
20-Fox, which has film rights to the) 
book. 

Other books slated for filming} 
which are ‘not recommended’ in- 
clude ‘Chicken Every Sunday.’ and 
Betty Smith's ‘A Tree Grows in! 


Brooklyn’ is in the ‘unsuitable ms 


general reading’ class. 


| tive of Myron Selznick & Co., and 


Canadian Coin Reported Behind 


Garfield Kass 


Durante’s Metro Pic 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Metro handed Susan Peters the 
star role in ‘Dear Barbara,’ with 
Jimmy Durante assigned to one of 
the top featured parts. 

Joseph Pasternak produces and 
Henry Koster directs, starting around 
Feb. 1. 


Report Distribs 
Favor 10% Boost 


For Backrooms 


In negotiation with ‘backroom’ em- 
ployees of 31 exchanges throughout 
the country, the distributors are re- 
ported willing to grant 10% increases 
and retroactive pay, the old contract 
having expired, but questionable as 
to what action the War Labor Board 
may take. 


Should a 10% boost be allowed by 
the WLB, an important precedent 
would be set in that this would be 
over the so-called Little Steel for- 
mula which has been under constant 
attack by unions and others. Under 
the old contract, which ran from 
Dec. 1, 1942, to Dec. 1, 1943, a 10% 
increase was given by the distribu- 


tors. Due to delays, the contracts 
with the various exchange local 
unions ~-as\ not signed until last 


summer, with retroactive pay as a 
result covering more than _ six 
months time. 

Joseph D. Basson, assistant to 
Richard F. Walsh, president of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, is spearheading the 
negotiations covering the shipping 
room help. He denies reports that 
any difficulties have arisen, adding 
that accounts of threatened strikes 
in the Atlanta and Seattle exchanges 
are untrue. To begin with, the IA is 
committed to a no-strike pledge. 

The many thousand ‘back1oom 
workers involved in the present 
negotiations include shippers, film 
inspectors, rewinders and others. In 
the past the exchange employee 
unions, set up some six years ago 
and organized by Basson, have 
never had any trouble with the dis- 
tribs though they are generally re- 
garded as being underpaid and have 
been declared extremely essential by 
the distribs. 


Reeves Espy Takes Over 


Two Houses on Coast 


2 Laguna Beach, Cal., Jan. 18. 

Operation of the South Coast and 
Laguna Beach theatres, only film 
houses in town, were taken over by 
Reeves Espy in $107,000 deal with 
the estate of Ronald Vincent. Con- 
tract includes the leaseholds and 
equipment but not the houses or 
lots. 

South Coast seats 800 and the La- 
guna Beach 375. Espy is an execu- 


also has an interest in the Crenshaw 
theatre, operated by Saul Silverman, 
in Los Angeles. 


Consolidated Acquires 
Gayety, Orph, Montreal 


Montreal, Jan. 18. 
The Gavety and Orpheum have 
been acquired by Consolidated The- 


atres, Ltd., and added tto their 
string which now virtually covers 
Montreal’s first-run houses. It is un- 
derstood that the Gayety will con- | 
tinue to be run as 3 vaudeville | 
theatre. Interests connected with 


the Odeon picture theatre circuit in 

Toronto were also dickering for the 

acquisition of the Montreal houses. 
Cost of deal is set at $450,000. 


Farrow ‘Before the Mast’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

John Farrow drew the director 
task on the early American sea 
classic, “Two Years Before the Mast,’ 
written in windjammer days by 
Richard Henry Dana. 

Paramount launches the tale in 
April with a high budget and Alan 
Ladd in one of the top roles. 


§ Cinemas in D. C. 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

Neighborhood expansion in the 
Washington territory is imminent 
with Garfield Kass, operator of the 
Kass Realty Co. and Chevy Chase 
Ice Palace, announcing he has plang 
for 20 motion picture houses in the 
suburban area, with one downtown 
spot. 

Sites are now being optioned. Kass 
is well supplied with funds, has a 
contingent appropriation of $1,000,- 
000 for the acquisition of desirable 
properties. It is denied that Holly- 
wood producers are behind the ex- 
pansion plans, but it is whispered 
that a prominent Canadian operator 
of houses is eager to break into the 
rich Washington neighborhood terri- 
tory. Desirable locations are being 
selected by James Salkheld, realty 
operator in downtown properties. 

Washington has not had a new 
picture theatre in four years. While 
the city has expanded from a popu- 
lation of 380,000 to a war figure of 
860,000, the same houses serve this 
swollen addition. How many of 
these war residents will remain 
when peace comes is a problem. Kass 
figures that with new agencies cre- 
ated to supervise the pesce term3 
much of this populace will remain. 
In other words he figures Washing- 
ton is growing larger in Govern- 
mental processes and that much of 
this population will become pe2rma- 
nent. The Pix (operated by Sam 
Cummins) in the reconverted Ma- 
sonic Temple is the only additi n to 
motion picture seating since war was 
declared. 

~ocations 

The following locations are an- 
nounced for Kass’ new theatres. Con- 
necticut avenue at Albemarle street, 
northwest; New Hampshire avenue 
and Ethan street, northwest; Tako- 
ma Park, Md., at Carroll avenue; 
Fourteenth street between Varnum 
and Crittenden; Georgia avenue. 
northwest, at the District line; Wis- 
consin avenue, between Van Ness 
and Brandywine; Connecticut ave- 
nue near Dupont Circle. In addi- 
tion the chain plans a smaller down 
town ‘show window.’ and other 
houses in Alexandria, Va., and Bla- 
densburg. Md. 

All houses will! seat 1,000 and will 
have stores and other commercial 
developments, Construction will 

(Continved on page 42) 


REEFER PIC BE-FOGS 
PUBLIC; EDICT 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

Advertising and titles in connec- 
tion with a film dealing with the ef- 
fects of marihuana have finally been 
nailed down, Federal Trade Com- 
mission announced Sunday (16). 
FTC said that Al. P. Scott, trading 
as the A. P.S. Sales Co., 6331 Holly- 
wood Blvd., Hollywood, and Geo ge 
A. Hirliman, of the RKO Bldg. N w 
York, have agreed to ‘cease and ce- 
sist’ from the use of false and m‘s- 
leading advertising’ in connection 
with the pic, ‘Tell Your Children,’ 
which has also gone under the titles, 
‘Reefer Madness’ and ‘The Burning 
Question.’ 

‘The respondents,’ said FTC, ‘agree 
to discontinue representing that the 
film was based on authentic data ob- 
tained from the Bureau of Narcotics 
of the Treasury Department, that the 
Bureau cooperated in prodicing it, 
or that it has been endorsed by the 
Bureau or by Parent-Teachers Asso- 
ciations; or representing, by the u-e of 
the word ‘copyright’ that the film has 
been copyrighted, unless such is the 
fact. 

‘They also agree to cease and de- 
sist from selling, leasing or advertise 
ing the film. or authorizing others to 
exhibit it, under any but its original 
title. The stipulation provides that 
in every instance where a new title 
is used, the former title and the fact 
that the film has been exhibited un- 
der such former title shall be clearly 
and distinctly set forth.’ 


Hays to Hollywood 


Will Hays, head of the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors 
Assn., is due to head for the Coast 
some time this week, first trip to 
Hollywood in several months. Ordi- 
narily he would have gone to the 
Coast either in December or early 
this year, but press of important 
business kept him in N. Y. Hays 
had intended to head west much 
earlier. 

Charles Francis Coe, MPPDA, 
vice-president, probably will stay in 
N. Y. while Hays is west. 
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Show Biz Tired of Taking It On Chin, 


Says Rodgers; Walker Lauds Effort 


Washington, Jan. 18. 


Postmaster General Frank (C. 
Walker told approximately 250 ex- 
hibs at an M-G luncheon staged by 
William F. Rodgers, Metro v.p. and 
general sales manager, at the Statler 
hotel today (17) that theatre interests 
have in the past been ‘too modest’ 


about their contributions to the war | 


effort. 


‘We in the industry have been hid- | 


ing our talents under a bushel—we 
don't brag enough, Walker who} 
owns a large part of the Comerford 
circuit, declared. ‘It is time for us to 
wake up the people to the job that is 
being done by show business, so let’s 
not be too modest.’ 

Rodgers likewise stressed impor- 
tance of the theatre’s part in the war 
effort and cited bond sale campaigns 
and showing of OWI war films in all 
but 500 of the country’s 16,400 houses 
among accomplishments of which 
theatre owners, Managers and other 
execs could be proud. 

‘As an industry we have nothing to 
apologize for,’ Rodgers said. ‘We are 
sick unto death of turning the other 
cheek because show business always 
~has been the first to contribute— 
even before the war—in every emer- 
gency. We are tired of taking it on 
the chin from people seeking pub- 
licity. 

The M-G exec put in a strong plug 
for a national organization of the- 
atre owners as a means of defending 
the industry from unwarranted and 
unjustified attacks. He pointed out 
that no one in the business has asked 
for any thanks for their war work, 
but added that it was about time 


some appreciation was expressed in | 


official circles. 

Rodgers also told the guests, in- 
cluding exhibs from D. C., Maryland, 
Virginia, Delaware and sections of 
West Virginia, that Metro will main- 
tain its right to show films on a per- 
centage basis even though a flat rate 
would solve many ‘small-house’ prob- 
lems. The percentage basis, Rodgers 
declared, enabled the producers to 
evaluate pictures on a_ national 
volume basis and eliminated guess- 


work in computing monetary worth | 


of releases. 

Attending the luncheon were Ru- 
dolph Berger, M-G district manager 
here; Lowell Mellett, former chief of 
OWl's film bureau and executive as- 
sistant to the President; Carter Bar- 
ron, Loew’s regional manager; Ted 
Gamble, head of the Treasury’s War 
Finance division; Stanton Griffis, 
head of the motion picture bureau 
for OWI and chairman of Par’s exec 
committee; Frank Payette, WB zone 
manager in Washington, and heads 
of theatre owners’ associations in 
nearby territories. 


Abbott-Herbert-Col.’s 


‘Kiss and Tell’ Pic Deal. 


Includes a 2d Film 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
George. Abbott and F. 


bert will produce the film version 


of ‘Kiss and Tell,’ their Broadway | Atlanta, Jacksonville and Miami to 


stage hit, in 
lumbia, 
and Tell’ 
with Col, 
ealling 
star Rita Haywo-th. 

Abbott will be executive producer; 
Herbert will nandle scripting chores: 
Sol C. Siegel will be associate pro- | 
duce 
Film will not be 
1945. 


Co- |} 
‘Kiss | 
deal 


association with 
which is io release. 

Corp. will handle-pic, 
concluded Monday 


released until June, 


Film Up 


Peak $352, 000 in Dec. | 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


Earnings of film extras in Decem- | 


be: dropped $45,000 below those of 
November but reached a total of 
$352,000, the highest December 
figure in the history of the 
Actors Guild. 

Central Casting reported 27,734} 
placements for the month at an 
average daily wage of $12.69. 


‘Oscar’ Ballots Mailed 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Academy of Motion Picture Arts | 
and Sciences mailed 220 ballots for 
photographic Oscars in color and 
black-and-white productions. 

Studio directors of photography | 
will nominate 10 candidates this. 
week, and from these the winner in 
each Classification will be selected. 


Hugh Her- | 
(17), 


for another from the pair to | 


and Al Hall will direct ‘Kiss.’ | 


Screen | 


It’s Cooper and Wood 
Again in ‘Jubal Troop’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Gary Cooper will hook up with 
Sam Wood for the fourth time as 
' star in ‘Jubal Troop,’ to be produced 
| independently by Wood for Colum- 
bia release, starting in May. 

In the last two years Cooper has 
played for Wood in ‘Pride of the 
Yankees,’ ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls’ 
and ‘Saratoga Trunk.’ 


Par Stockholder Suit 
Arising From Browne, 


Bioff Appealed in N. Y. 


The minority stockholder — suit 
against Paramount for recovery of 
extortion money paid to George E. 
Browne, former president of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, and his assistant, 
Willie Bioff, may be ultimately car- 
ried to the U. S. Supreme court. It 
was argued last week before the 
Court of Appeals at Albany, where 
taken by the stockholders. If they 
lose the decision there, as in the 
lower courts, believed that they will 
go to the highest tribunal of the 
land. It’s virtually certain that Par 
would take this step if suffering a 
reversal at Albany. 

Considerable discussion within Par 
‘and the trade during the past week 
‘centered around the piece by West- 
brook Pegler, Scripps-Howard col- 
umnist, attacking Austin C. Keough, 
v.p. and general counsel for Par 
who figured in the Browne-Bioff 
shakedowns. Oddly coincidental, in 
the opinion of observers, was the 
appearance of the Pegler item on 
Keough the day after the Par stock- 
holder suit had been argued at Al- 
| bany. No other industry individuals 
| Browne-Bioff mess 


|involved in the 
| were mentioned. 


Netter Off on Another 
Swing to the Southwest 


Leon D. Netter, v.p. of Paramount 
Theatres Service Corp. contacting 
southern partners of Par’s, left Mon- 
day (17) for Dallas, where he will 
confer with Karl D. Hoblitzelle and 
Bob O'Donnell, heads of the Inter- 
| state circuit, and possibly Julius Gor- 
don. president of Jefferson Amus. Co. 
If latter cannot come to Dallas, 
Netter will go on to Beaumont, Tex., 
where Gordon makes headquarters, 
to discuss current operating matters. 
| policy, etc. 


On the return trip to N. Y., the} 


homeoffice Par theatre exec will stop 
| off at New Orleans to huddle with 
| Saenger circuit toppers. and at Mem- 


phis to see M. A. Lightman, Par 
partner there. 

| He will be gone a week, under | 
plans, but around Feb. 15 or later | 


that month will contact partners in 


check on the general situation. 


Studio Contracts 


| Hollywood, Jan. 
Walter Bullock inked writer an 
Paramount. 
Richard Jaeckel’s minor contract 
with 20th-Fox approved by court. 
David Horwick drew scripter tick- 
at Paramount. 


Faye Marlowe's minor contract at 
2Gih-Fox approved by court. 

Peter Whitney drew new actor} 
at Warners. 


see Trent’s player 
= by RKO. 

Harold Gelman signed by 
as composer and vocal coach. 


Metro 


Eve Whitney's player option lifted | 


by Metro. 


Kevin O’Shea’s. player option 
| picked up by 20th-Fox. 
| Vivian Blaine’s acting ticket re- | 


newed by 20th-Fox. 

Charles Le Maire, 
ager at 20th-Fox, 
year. 

Dennis Day signed to make two 
pictures a year for RKO. 

James Cardwell drew player ticket 
at 20th-Fox. 

Don (Red) Barry renewed by Re- 
| public. 

Jackie Jenkins, 
by Metro. . 

Lowell Gilmore signed by RKO 
to play in two pictures annually. 


wardrobe man- 


ja optioned for a 


moppet, renewed 


option picked | 


More M-G Traveltalks 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Metro handed James A. Fitz- 
| Patrick a new contract calling for a 
|dozen Traveltalks on the 1944-45 
schedule. 


the scenery and folklore of Central 
and South America. 


Loews Continues 
Pension Planning 


Talk of some sort of retirement- 
pension plan for all Loew’s, Inc. 
(Metro), employees continued after 
yesterday’s (Tuesday) monthly meet- 
irs of directorate with no officials 
admitting any action had been taken. 
Directors said this was simply a reg- 
ular business session, being post- 
poned from Jan. 5. This confirms 
reports prevalent in the trade for 
weeks that the large number of vet- 
erans in both the production and dis- 
tribution branches of the corporation 
posed a tough problem to iron out 
if Loew's is to have an equitable 
arrangement. 

That top officials, who have been 
participating in bonuses derived from 
strong company profits for many 
years, have agreed to forego all in- 
dividual coin above $200,000 per year 
was reported in the trade last week. 
This would establish base pital for 
the pension setup. However, book- 
keepers produced figures to show a 
terrific outlay would be necessary 
almost from the outset because of so 
many old employees on the payroll, 
it being found that hundreds would 
retire in a few years. This is under- 
stood to be one cause for delay in 
acting on plan. Plan would have to 
go before the stockholders, after 
having directorate okay, it’s re- 
ported. 

Major contrib under foregoing 
konus arrangement would be L. B. 
Mayer, studio production chief, 
whose drawing account and profit 
participation totaled around $900,000 
for the year. Mayer is  under- 
stood already to have _ obtained 
agreement from other studio officials 
to give up their bonus remittances 
for the retirement fund. One point 
being ironed out, it’s said, is that of 
whether retirement would be at 60 
or 65. Employees would not have to 
contribute to the fund as now 
worked out. 


Harry and Jack Cohn’s 
Columbia Salaries 


Restored to ’39 Level 


Salaries of Harry Cohn and Jack 
Cohn were restored to the 1939 level 
by action of Columbia Pictures’ 
| stockholders yesterday (Tuesday) at 
their annual meeting. This repre- 
sents an annual increase of about 
$52,000 for Harry Cohn, company 
prexy, and abou: $26,000 tor Jack 
| Cohn, executive v.p., per year. 
| Former will get 33,500 weekly plus 
$200 expenses weekly as compared 
with $2,500 and same expense ac- 
| count. plus participation in common 
stock buying. Jack Cohn will re- 
ceive $2,000 per week, plus $200 ex- 
| penses per week under new salary 
| contract, against $1,500, same ex- 
j}penses and like participation § in 
| stock buying. 
| Stockholders 


also. voted 
v.p. and treas. This gives him the 

| right to purchase up to 7,880 shares 

-~ common at a maximum price of | 
$7.6214 


5 Columbia shareholders 


formed that the second quarter of 
the company’s fiscal year ending 


last December will be equal or a bit 
ahead of the first quarter when they 
totaled $480.600 net profit 
taxes and charges. 
| Board of directors elected consists | 
| of Harry and Jack Cohn, Schneider, 
A. Montague, 
Barbano and Leo M. Blancke. 
Officers reelected were Harry | 
Cohn, president; Jack Cohn, execu- | 
tive v.p.; Abe Schneider, v.p. 
treas.; Sidney Buchman, 
| tague, N. B. Spingold, 
L. J. Barbano, Joseph McConville, 
| v.p.s; Charles Schwartz, sec.; and 
Warren Sharpe, comptroller. 


Ingster Triples at 20th 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Boris Ingster moved into 20th-Fox 
under a three-ply contract as writer- 
director-producer. 
Currently he is studying various 
studio story properties to pick a 


A. Mon- 


starter. 


New program will be devoted to 


stock 
purchase options to Abe Schneider, | 


were in-| 


after all | 


N. B. Spingold, L. J| 


and | 


B. B. Kahane, | 


Lefty Recalls Wisecrack Nifties 
Of Willie Collier, ‘King of Witland 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 
Dear Joe: Coolacres, Ca). 
It was with a great deal of sadness that me and Aggie heard about our 
old friend William Collier going ‘upstairs’. In my book he was the greatest 
wit and adlibber of our time. He was America’s supreme nifty, the King 
of Witland. 


So many gags, wisecracks and observations that he made rushes through 
my mind when I go back over half a century of friendship with this 
radium-minded showman, who wag one of our greatest farceurs and light 
comedians besides being a top-rank playwright and director. 


Many people didn’t know that Collier’s right name was William More. 
mius; he was of Italian-Irish descent. He took the stage name of Collier 
from his father, the noted actor, Edmund Collier. Bill was very super- 
stitious; he never went on the stage without crossing himself and touching 
wood. During lightning storms he would hide in a closet or pull the 
blankets over him in bed. He always went to bed with all the lights on, 
When he fell asleep Mrs. Collier would put the lights out. His first wife 
was Louise Allen, the famous Kangaroo Girl—she did a sensational dance 
in ‘1492,’ in which they met. When she died he married Paula Marr, w ho, 
with his son Buster, survive him. 


Bill was a great sport, a terrific baseball fan, and never missed a world 
series until two years ago, when his health started to fail and he couldn't 
make the trip. He loved racing and would put down many a big bet 
on the geegees. He also was a great fight fan and once had his show 
routed to the Coast so he would be sure to see the Jeffries-Johnson fight 
at Oakland, Cal. When they changed the fight to Reno it was too late for 
the show to be re-routed. 


Collier wrote ‘The Patriot’ with Hartley Manners. He took it on the 
road for five weeks and started eliminating Hartley’s lines one by one, 
Just before he opened in New York he told one of the actors who still 
had the only line left that Manners wrote to cut it out. When the actor 
did Bill remarked, ‘Well, that cuts the last Mannerism out of this show.’ 
The show opened in New York on a Christmas Eve, and right after New 
Year's, Colligr had ads in the paper reading ‘The Patriot, Second Year in 
New York.’ 

He and Victor Herbert were discussing music and singers at the Lambs. 
Herbert remarked that the singer who understands the management of his 
breath is considered a good artist. ‘It ought to be the same way with a 
barber,’ niftied Collier, 

The time McSweeney, the Irish Patriot, was on his 26th day of a hunger 
strike, and was expected to die any day, Collier saw an opening of a 
show at the Belmont theatre. ‘How is the show?’ I asked him. And Bill 
said, ‘McSweeney will outlive it.’ 

We were discussing actors and their families, and someone remarked 
that the boy usually follows in his father’s footsteps. ‘How about a 
female impersonator?’ asked Collier. 

When Rubé Bernstein was managing a burlesque show at the old Amer- 
ican theatre he invited Bill to see the show. ‘Did you see the show?’ I 
asked. ‘Yeh,’ said Collier, ‘Rube gave me a box, I emptied it and sat 
down.’ 


About Nance 

Some fellow asked him once did he know 
first name?’ asked Bill. 

About his pal, George M. Cohan, he claimed that G.M.C. stood for Good 
Morning Cohan. 

Collier came to the club one day and said, ‘I just saw Mare Klaw 
J. J. Shubert talking over old times with their backs to each other.’ 

While toastmaster at the Bayside Yacht club, he called on a well known 
admiral to speak. The admiral spoke for nearly an hour. Then Bill called 
on a general to say a few words. He spoke almost as long as the admiral, 
and when he sat down, Collier niftied, ‘Now I know what they mean 
when they say the Army and Navy forever.’ 

Telling us how big they do things in Hollywood, he said he was invited 
to a wellknown producer’s home for dinner, and everything was done 
on a big scale, ‘Would you believe it, instead of serving finger bowls after 
dinner, we all took showers.’ 


Nance O'Neill? ‘What's his 


and 


Meeting De Wolf Hopper once after one of his many marriages, he 
said, ‘Woify, I wish you would invite me to ore of your weddings 


some time.’ 

Bill Cherry, an old member of the Friars, was a terrific eater. He would 
order two full dinners for himself. One Friday evening Collier saw 
Chefry sitting down at a table and looking at a menu. He turned to me 
and said, ‘I'll bet he orders a school of fish.’ 

That Old Bathrobe 


saw an actor with one of those light polo coats with pearl 


When he first 


| buitons, he remarked, ‘Isn’t it wonderful what they can do with an old 
| bathrobe?’ 

When Jimmy Powers once started his spe ech at a Friars banquet with 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen....’ Collier leaned over to him and said, ‘Be 
careful, Jimmy, you may offend someone.’ 


He went to see a play that wasn't doing so well and remarked to the 
manager that it looked like a poor house. ‘We have $1.200 in the house, 
Bill.’ ‘Well, if you have someone must have dropped a $1,000 bill on the 
floor.’ 

He was asked by C. B. Cochran, the noted British producer, 
|; would take to go to London? Bill said, ‘A boat.’ 

Speaking of a certain play, he said the play was a success but the 
audience was a failure. (This last is one of the classic gags that’s been oft 
repeated.) 

He once said of a certain star, 
guttes on New Year's Eve.’ 


what he 


‘He couldn't draw a crowd if he was a 


Collier once wired Cohan, ‘Send me $5,000” Cohan wired back, ‘What 
| for?” ‘For Willic,’ wired back Collier. 
Al Wilson, tle German comedian, met Colier at a depot where boih 


|} companies were changing trains. Collier said, ‘What's the matter, Al, you 


: Standing here and all your company are at the other end of the platform. 
‘I never speak to my company,’ said Al. ‘I saw your show, Al, and I 
wouldn’t speak to them, either,’ cracked Collier. 
| Someone raspberried a story Collier was telling, and one of the crowd 
| said, ‘Don’t do that.’ ‘On the contrary,’ said Collier, ‘let him do what 
‘he can do best.’ 

Collier once loaned a friend 
| ‘A thousand thanks, Bill.’ ‘You mean 

Wilton Lackaye, another great wit, was playing in a new show, and 
Collier said, ‘I want to see him tonight. That's the only time he is going 
| to be good. It says so on the ticket. Good tonight only.’ 

I could write pages of nifties this great guy pulled. Now he has gone 


$2,000. The man shook his hand and said, 
TWO thousand,’ said Bill. 


‘Upstairs’ to join his old pal, George M. Cohan. I can hear ’em singing 
‘Here We Are Together Again,’ like they did in so many Frolics and 
Gambols. Sez 


Your pal, 
Lefty. 


Hot Springs Theatre Fire | heating and air conditioning plant 
= | at the rear of the theatre and spread 
Causes $45,000 mney ‘rapidly throughout the building. 

Hot Springs, Ark., Jan. Loss included two projectors, seats, 
Damage estimated at $45, oD was | the heating and cooling system and 
caused ‘by a fire in the State thea- | 20.000 feet of film. George Jones, 
tre, local downtown house last manager,’ said loss was partially 


Saturday (15). Blaze started in a’ coveted by insurance. 
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‘North Star’ Great $28,000 
‘Crazy -D'Artega-McDonald Nice 266 


+ 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 
two new pictures on Loop 
screens this week, ‘Hostages’ at the 
Chicago and ‘North Star’ at the 
Palace. Latter, aided by extra ad 
bally, is heading for smash $28,000. 
‘Hostages,’ with stage show headed 
by Andrews Sisters and Mitch ‘Ayres 
band, should hit great $55,000 at the 
Chicago. Second run of ‘Crazy | 
House,’ coupled with D’Artega’s or- 


Only 


chestra and Grace McDonald on 
stage. is heading for $26,000 at 


Oriental. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo ~ (B&K) (1,200; 
‘Happy Land’ (20th) 
Haunis House’ (Par) (2d wk). Good 
$10,000. Last week, snappy $13,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (4.000; 50-85)— 
‘Hostages’ (Par) and stage show 
headed by Andrews Sisters and 
Mitch Ayres orch. Great $55,000. 
Last week, ‘Young Ideas’ (M-G) and 
Johnny Long orch on stage, neat 
$40,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900: 50-85)— 
‘Where Are Children?’ (Mono) and 
‘Unknown Guest’ (Mono) (2d wk). 
Nifty $14,000. Last week, socko 


$18,000. 

Grand ‘RKO) 
‘Lady Take Chance’ 
week in Loop) 


Leader’ (RKO). 


(1,150: 40-85)— 
(RKO) > (third 

and ‘Squadron 
Bright $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Flesh Fantasy’ (U) = and 
‘Moonlight Vermont’ (U) (fourth 
week in Loop), fair $6,500. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 31-69 )— 
‘Crazy House’ (U) (2d run) and 
D'Artega orch plus Grace McDon- 
ald on stage. Robust $26,000. ~Last 
week ‘She’s for Me’ (U) plus Hal 
McIntyre orch on stage, excellent 
$24.000. 

Palace (RKO). (2,500: 40-85)— 
‘North Star’ (RKO) and ‘Sing Jingle’ 
(U). Smash $28,000. Last week. 
‘Lady Takes Chance’ (RKO) and 
‘Gangway for Tomorrow’ (RKO) (2d 
wk), fine $20,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-85)— 
‘Sahara’ (Col) (5th wk). Okay $13,- 
oof. Last week, pleasing $16,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 50-85)— 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (4th wk). 
Slick $17,000. Last week, lusty 
$20.000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1.700; 50- 
85)—’Princess O'Rourke’ (WB) (5th 
wk). Smart $17,000. Last week, 
snug $15,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1.200; 50-85)— 
‘Heat’s On’ (Col) and ‘Gem of Jam’ 
(Col). Sparkling $14,000. Last week, 
pert $12,500. 


RIDING TALL 
166, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Jan: 18. 
Biz is okay but not sensational by 
any means this week. Top entries 
for coin are ‘Riding High’ at Buffalo 
and ‘Government Girl’ at Century. 
‘Flesh and Fantasy’ also is in money 
at Lafayette. 


Estimates for This Week 


| moveover, 
50-85)— | 
and ‘Aldrich | ¢ 


vaude. Nice $5,500 in four-day run. 
Last week, ‘Seven Sinners’ (Indie) 
and vaude, same run, tepid $4,000. 

Loew's (Loew’s) (2,450; 30-50)— 
‘What a Woman’ (Col) and ‘Swing 
Out Blues’ (Col). Hottest thing in 
“own at $12,500. Last week, swell 
$9,500 on holdover of ‘Thousands 
Cheer’ (M-G) (2d wk), solid $9,500. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; (30-50) 
—Son of Dracula’ (U) and ‘Mad 
Ghoul’ (U). Sizzling $9.500. Last 
week, ‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) on 
fine » fine $5,50 500. 


Hostages’ Hefty 
126 in Seattle 


Seattle. Jan. 18. 

Big pictures continue to hang on 
for more coin currently. Gives any 
fresh product a better break. ‘Hos- 
tages’ looks tops among the new- 
comers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800; 40-75)—‘Riding High’ (Par) (3d 
wk). From Fifth Avenue, with ‘Paris 
After Dark’ (20th) (return). Good 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Gang’s Here’ 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-65)—‘Rid- | 


ing High’ (Par) and ‘Minesweeper’ 
(Par). Bright $16,000. Last week, 


‘Whistling Brooklyn’ (Uvi-G) and Man 


Down Under’ (M-G), oke $14,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3.000; 35-65 )— 
‘Lost Angel’ 
in’ Mama’ (Rep). 
week, ‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) (2d 
wk), fine $12,000 on holdover. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 35-65)—‘Thou- | 


sands Cheer’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
at $10,000. Last week, 
for first week here on moveover. 


Lafayette (Basil) (3,300; 35-65)— Albee (RKO) (2,300; 30-50)— 
Flesh Fantasy’ (U) and ‘Cowboy!‘Around the World’ (RKO) and 
Manhattan’ (U). Sturdy $12.000.|‘Ghost Ship’ (RKO). May reach 
Last week, ‘What a Woman’ (Col) good $11,000. Last week, ‘Higher and 
and ‘Good Luck Yates’ (Col) (2d wk). | Higher’ (RKO) and ‘Gangway To- 
Satisfactory $8,500. morrow’ (RKQ) (2d wk), solid at | 
20th Century (Ind.) (3.000: 35-65)— | $11.000. 
—'Government Girl’ (RKO) and ‘7th Carlton (Fay-Loew,) (1,400; 30-50) 
Victim’ (RKO). Rousing $17.000 or’ —‘Crime School’ (WB) and ‘Girls 
near. Last week, ‘Higher and High- | Probation’ (WB) (reissues) (2d wk). 
er (RKO) (2d wk) and ‘Falcon Co- | Hit surprising $5,000 on holdover. 
Eds’ (RKO), robust $10,060. | Last week, strong $6,000. 
Fay’s (Fay) (2,000; 30-50)—‘Tiger 
Fangs’ (PRC) and vaude on stage. 
‘Higher’ NS $19, 888, Nice $6500. Last week, “Hands 
au Across Border’ (Rep) plus vaude, 
Ind | ‘W 123 ¢ good $6,000, 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 30-50)— 
pis.; oman’ ‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th). Jamming 
Re _Indianapolis, Jan. 18. them in for capacity $15,000. Last 
P Boxoffice is okay currently with | week, ‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) (2d 

What a Woman,’ at Loew’s, leading | wk), nifty $13,000. 
Straight filmers. Tepid reaction to Metropolitan (Snider) (3.200; 36- 
‘Higher and Higher’ at the Indiana is | 59) — ‘Hoosier Holiday’ (Rep) and 
biggest disappointment. |} Earl Carroll’s Vanities stage. 
_ Estimates for This Week |Locals apparently going for stage 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 40-65)! layout: robust $8,500 in three-day 
—Never Dull Moment’ (U) with Ina! weekend run. Last week, ‘This Is 
Ray Hutton orch and acts. St: ige | Washingion’ ~-(RKO) and _ Lionel 


show gets credit for nice $14, 500. re- 


(M-G) and ‘Pistol Pack. | 
Mild $12,000. Last | 


= (4th wk), oke $4,300 in five 
ays 

Fifth Avenue (H- E) (2,349; 40-75) 
| —‘Hostages’ (Par) and ‘Man Down 
Under’ (M-G). Fine $12,000 in eight 
days. Last week, ‘Riding High’ (Par) 
(2d wk), five days, oke $7,200. 

Liberty (J & vH) (1,650: 40-65)— 
‘What Woman’ (Col) (4th wk). Swell 
$6.500. Last week, big $8.600. 

Music Box (H-E) (850: 40-75)— 
‘Lassie’ (M-G) and ‘Aldrich Haunts’ 
(Par) (5th wk). Great $5,500 in six 
days. Last week held for grand $6,- 
600. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 40-75)— 
‘Son of Dracula’ (U) and ‘Mad Ghoul’ 
(U). Great $9,500. Last week. ‘Chi- 
cago’ (20th) and ‘Banjo on Knee’ 
(20th) (reissues), slow $5,000 in six 
days. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 40-75)— 
‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Grand $10,500 in six days. Last week, 
stron; $14,300 on top of record- 
smashing initial stanza. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-75)— 
‘Moonlight Vermont’ (U) and vaude. 
Good $9.000. Last week, ‘Clementine’ 
(Rep) plus ‘Pin Up Girls’ on stage, 
$10,200. swell. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,049: 40-75)— 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Holding for three stanzas at this big- 
seater, for sock $9,000 in six days. 
Last week, grand $12,800. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 40-75)— 
‘Flesh Fantasy’ (U) (4th wk). Modest 
$4.000. Last week, nifty $4.900. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 15- 


30)—‘Rosie O’Grady’ (20th) and 
‘Kingdom Cook’ (Col) (3d run). 
Good $4.500. Last week, ‘Salute Ma- 
rines’ (M-G) and ‘Holmes Faces 
Death’ (U) split with ‘Sky Limit’ 
(RKO) and ‘Kansan’ (UA), oke $4,- 
100. 


‘GANG'S HERE’ $15,000, 
PROV.; ‘B’KLYN’ DITTO 


Providence, Jan. 18. 
product is shaping up 
well, with Majestic’s ‘The Gang’s 
All Here’ riding the crest. State’s 
‘Whistling in Brooklyn’ is also strong 


Most new 


Trim | as is Strand’s holdover of ‘No Time 
about $11,500 | for Love.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


tarded somewhat by newness of 
Price hike here, effective last week, | 
When ‘So's Your Uncle’ «U) and 


Gracie Barrie orch. got big $15,200. 
Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.300: 
7, Hisher and Higher’ (RKO) 
Gildersleeve on Broadway’ (RKO). 
Sub-standard at $10,000. Last week 
‘Flesh and Fantasy’ (U) and ‘Luc 


and 


Fellow, Mr. Smith’ (U), so-so $11,508. 
.,Keith’s (Indie) (1,200: 30-55)— 
Murder Waterfront’ (WB) plus 


30-50 > | 


Hampton each heading stage show, 
| good $6,500 for three days. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 30-50)— 
‘Whistling Brooklyn’ and 
‘Klondike Kate’ (M-G). Not too 
strong at nice $15,000. Last week. 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) 
sturdy $15,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,000; 30-50) 
—No Time for Love’ (Par) and 
‘Mine Sweeper’ (Par) (2d wk). Sec- 


ond week opened Monday (17) after 
i hitting sock $14,000 in first sesh. 


(2d wk), | 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of Jan. 20 


Astor — ‘Lifeboat’ (20th) (2d 
week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Jan. 19) 


Capitol—‘A Guy 
(M-G) (5th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 29) 
Criterion—‘His Sister’ 
(U) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 106} 
Globe—‘Where Are Your Chil- 
dren?’ (Mono) (2d wk). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 1) 
Hollywood—'The Desert Song’ 
(WB) (6th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 15) 
Music Hall —‘Madame Curie’ 
(M-G) (6th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 24) 
Palace—‘Higher and Higher’ 
(RKO) (21). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 15) 
Paramount—‘The Miracle of 
Morgan's Creek’ (Par) (19). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Jan. 5) 
Rialto—‘The Spider Woman’ 
(U) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Jan. 
Riveli— ‘For Whom the 
Tolls’ (Par) (28th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 21) 


Named Joe’ 


12) 
Bell 


Roxy—‘The Lodger’ (20th) 
(19). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Jan. 5) 


Strand — ‘Destination Tokyo’ 
(WB) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ 


‘NO TIME LOVE’ SOCKO 
$14,000, CINCINNATI 


Cincinnati, Jan. 18. 

‘No Time for Love,’ currently 
flirting with the Grand’s house rec- 
ord. City’s biggest house, the Albee, 
is far in front, this week with ‘Foot- 
light Glamour’ and_=e stage show 


Dec. 22) 


and Cootie Williams’ orch.. Negro | 
trade is biggest ever for this theatre. | 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) = (3,100; 44-85) — 
‘Footlight Glamour’ (Col) and Ink 
Spots, Ella Fitzgerald, Cootie Wil- 
liams orch, others, on stage. 
$29,000. Last week, ‘Gangway 
morrow’ (RKO) and ‘Latin Quarter 
Revue’ on stage, dull $19,000. 


Will hold. Last week, 


following last week’s great $9,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-65)— 
‘Pistol Packin’ Mama’ (Rep) 
‘Kansan’ (UA). Okay $5,000. 
last week for ‘Gang’s All 
(20th) 3d run). 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 
‘Riding High’ (Par). Thin 
Last week, ‘What Woman’ 
sock $16,500. 

Shubert (RKO) = (2,100; 
‘What Woman’ (Col). 
good $5,000. Last week, 
Higher’ (RKO) (2d 
$3,000. 


Same 
Here’ 


35-65 )— 
$10,000. 
(Col), 


35-65) — 
Moveover, 
‘Higher and 

run), sad} 


Bway Continues Fast Despite H.0.s: 


Children’ Wham $28,000, ‘Lifeboat’ 
Huge 356, ‘Spider’ 126, Top New Pix 


and Johnny Long orch, Hazel Scott, 
others, in person open this morning 
(Wednesday ) after four strong profit- 
making weeks with ‘Riding High’ 
(Par) and Tommy Dorsey, finale be- 


Only four new shows moved into 
downtown N. Y. showshops during 
the past weck, the large majority of 
holdovers being responsible for keep- 
ing the total take down. However. 


generally the situation is entirely | ing $45,000, the third week $58,000. 
satisfactory, with several pictures 0n | Radio City Music Hall (Roc ke- 
extended run maintaining excep-/ fellers) (5,945: 44-$1.65) — ‘Curie’ 


tional consistency on draw. 


(M-G) and stageshow (5th wk). A 


_‘Lifeboat,”- ending its first week | cure for all b.0. ills, this week being 
last night (Tuesday ), got $35,000. sen- | pis at $100,000 or over and holds, 
sational, at the Astor. Another ar-| [ast stanza (4th) $102,000 was re 
rival that is doing very big is ‘Where | corded, very fancy. 

Are Your Children?’ which will get Rialt (May (394: 28-63) 
the Globe a rousing $28,000. The 
still-smaller Rialto is doing much 9 
over average with ‘Spider Woman.’ over average at $12,000 or better. and 

| holds. Last week. third for ‘Ghost 


another new entry, 
000 or better. Both pictures remain 
for second weeks. The second-run | 
State brought in a new bill Thursday 
(13), consisting of ‘No Time for Love’ 


take looking $12.- | chiny (RKO), $6.700, satisfactory. 
Rivoli (UA-Par) (2.092: 75-$1.65)— 
‘Bell Tolls’ (Par) (14th-final wk!. Ex- 
tremely successful run could easily 
and, on stage. the Don Redman orch, | be continued further, based on con- 
Una Mae Carlisle and Willie Brvant. | sistent strength shown; this week 
A good $30,000 is sighted. d (14th) on consecutive basis. which 


Very potent are the shows at the follows prior roadshow date, still 
Music Hall. Strand and Capitol,| very profitable at $28,000 or over, 
Magebill operations. ‘Madame Curie,’ | Previous (13th) frame was $29,000. 
at the Hall. continues as effective | ‘Song of Bernadette’ (20th) opens 


here next Wednesday (26), following 
invitational preem night before. 
Roxy (20th) (5,886; 55-$1.10)—The 
Lodger’ (20th) and, on stage. Lower 
Basin Street airshow, with Paul La- 


as a shot of radium and this week 
(Sth) will hit $100,000, maybe a little 
over, to nearly match the prior 
frame's $102,000. The Strand like- 
wise is maintaining a miraculously 


; Steady stride, with ‘Destination i eae orch, Milton Cross, Jack Du- 
kyo’ and Charlie Barnet looking | rant, Hal LeRoy and Maurice Rocco 
around $60,000 this stanza (3d), as} constitute new show here today 
compared Ne apr (Wednesday). Blowoff (4th) week 
vious week uy amec oe. at) for ‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th). Jimmy 
the Capitol with Kathryn Grayson, | Dorsey and Bill Robinson was strong 
| Richard Himber, Lou Holtz and | $66,000. the third frame $74.000. 


is | 
| strong $72.000 or close, That also is 


including Ink Spots, Ella Fitzgerald, 4 Cap already decided on a sixth. With 


‘Rags’ Ragland on stage. is now in its 


fourth week and should get a very (3,450; | 35-$1.10)— 


‘No Time for Love’ (Par) (2d run) 


: = 'and Don Redman erch, Una Mae 
the previous frame's | Carlisle and Willie Bryant in person, 


State (Loew’s) 


Looks good $30,000. Last week, ‘Girl 

All these shows hold over, with the Crazy’ (M-G) (2d run) and on stage 

| Star’ holding so steadily ‘at Grace McDonald, Smith and Dale, 
ithe Victoria at $17,500 this week others, nice $31,000. 

| (11th) as against $18,000 the preced- | Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-$1.10)— 


| ing lap. picture has been taken off | 


Wham | 
To- | 


| ‘Lifeboat’ 


‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) and Char- 


the books of the RKO circuit which | ie Barnet orch, Ella Mae Morse, 
had it scheduled for the week of | Others, in person (3d wk). Excep- 
Feb. 3. tionally big play continues, this week 


(3d) looking around $60,000, right 
behind second stanza’s whalish $63,- 
600. Holds further. 

Victoria (Maurer) (720: 55-$1.10)— 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Loew’s) (1,140; 55-$1.10)— 
(20th) (2d wk). Away toa 
smash start, first week having ended 


Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-65)— | |‘North Star’ (Goldwyn-RKO) (11th 
‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) (2d wk). | last night (Tuesday ) at terrif $35,000. Retains draught with probable 
Final six days on eighth week of 
Swell $9,000 after last week's big | a.) pavoc’ (M-G) light at less than | 517.500 sighted for current week 
$14,500 kickoff. $12 ess Man (11th), fine. The 10th round went to 
Family (RKO) = (1,000: 25-35)— Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 35-$1.10)- | $18,000, strong. Continues on. 
‘Deerslayer’ (Rep) and ‘Suspected | ‘Guy Named Joe’ (M-G) and Kathryn | 
Person’ (PRC) split with ‘False! Grayson, Richard Himber orch, Lou 
Colors’ (UA) and Something About} Holtz and ‘Rags’ Ragland on stage 


| 


Soldier’ (Col). Average $2,200. Ditto 
last week on ‘Unknown Guest’ 
(Mono) and ‘Westward Bound’ } 
(Mono) divided with ‘Ghost Ship’ 
(RKO) and ‘Doctor's Strangest 
Case’ (Col). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 35-65)— 
‘No Time for Love’ (Par). Smash 
$14,000 and close to house record. | 


‘Lassie Come | 


Home’ (M-G) (3d wk), solid $5,500. 
Keith’s (United) (1,500; 35-65)— | 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G). Holding} 


on second moveover for strong $6,500 | 


and | 


(4th wk). Holding up stoutly, with 
current take looking $72,000 or near, 
while the third week hit $75,000, 
immense. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700: 35-$1.25) | 
—‘Butler’s Sister’ (U) (4th-final wk). 
Ended third stanza last night (Tues- 


PHILLY 


day) at $20,000, good. Prior (2d) : : 

week was $29,500. nice. Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 
Globe (Brandt) (1,416: 35-85)— Things are perking up a bit along 

‘Where Are Children?’ (Mono). Ex-| Film Row this week with ‘Johnny 

ceptionally big $28,000 likely. Holds. Come Lately’ grabbing top honors 


Last week, third for “‘Tarzan’s Desert | among the straight filmers. Also in 


Mystery’ (RKO), faltered in the| the chips are ‘Happy Land’ and 
stretch to end up at $9,600, but okay. | ‘Cross of Lorraine. 

Hollywood (WB) (1.499: 44-$1.25) | Estimates for This Week 
—‘Desert Song’ (WB) (5th wk). Not| aidine (WB) _ (1,303:  35-75)— 
big but maintaining suitabie stride av) ‘Happy Land’ (20th). Fine $12,500, 


$18,000 or over this semester (5th), 
while fourth week was $20,700. Con- | 
tinues on indef. 


Last week, ‘Government Girl’ (RKO), 
| good $9,800 for third trip. 


‘Brooklyn’ Bright $34,000 in Hub: 
‘Love 206, Diary Wham 266, H.0. 


Palace (RKO) (1.700: 35-$1.10)—|, Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; (35-75 )— 
‘Government Girl’ (RKO) (2d-final | Old Acquaintance A 2d 
wk). Goes eight days on holdover | Headed for a house, record ey her 
for about $18,000, all right. Initial | $9,000. Last week, ‘Hostages’ (Par), 
week was close to $23,000, good. | dismal $3,000 second run. 

‘Higher and Higher* (RKO) moves in| Boyd (WB) (2,500; 35-75)- "What a 
Friday (21). | Woman’ (Col) (2d wk). Sloughi 

Paramount (Par) (3, 664: 35-$1.10) | off to fair $14,000 for holdover after 
—‘Miracle of Morg gan’'s VC reek’ reek’ (Par) nice $21,500 last week. - 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 35-85)—‘Some- 

thing About a Soldier’ (Col) with 

Ritz Bros., George Auld orch, others. 

Setting .nice pace at $25,500. Last 

| week, ‘Pistol Packin’ Mamma’ (Rep) 

| and Tommy Tucker orch slipped 

badly after nice start to wind up 


with so-so $18,800. 


Fox (WB) (2,245; 35-75)—‘Johnny 
Come Lately’ (UA). Red-hot $24,000 
Run of fine weether and lar $8,000 in three days, third week | Her (20 43,700 nd 
= Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 35- 65) | 5B), 
| product is responsible for good biz! week. 
‘Guadalcanal Diary’ (20th) and 
| this week here, with ‘Guadalcanal ‘Good Fellows’ (Par) (2d wk). Ter- Karliton (Goldman) (1,000; 35-75)— 
| Diary’ proving the powerhouse, even | rific $26,000 after smash $30,000 first ), 
er. ‘Whistling in Brooklyn’ | trame. $8,000. ast week, ‘Lady ikes 
hejgover, Brooklyn Orpheum (Loew) (2.900: 44-63)— | Chance’ (RKO), okay $6,700 for 
is stout at State and Orpheum. ‘Whistling Brooklyn’ (M-G) and| second run. 
Estimates for This Week | ‘Cross Lorraine’ (M-G), Fine $24,-| Keith’s (Goldman) (2,220; 35-75)— 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 44- | Last, woo Cheer’) ‘Fallen Sparrow’ (RKO) (2d run), 
23,000. | Fine $7,000. Last week, ‘Crazy House’ 
Ghost Ship’ (RKO) plus Vaughn | ‘ ) (2d WK) strong § ‘ . 
Monroe orch, Murphy Sisters, Gil! (1,700; | (U), sad $3,000. 
Maison, others, on stage. Click at} Hat is H ave (Par). “4 Mastbaum (WB) (4.692; 35-75)— 
$26,000. Last week, ‘Son of Dracula’ | 6 least from | ‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) (3d wk). 
(U) plus Casa Loma orch, others, on | ‘Pri pu Wound up stay with fair $15.000. Last 
stage, $25,000. | ana week, okay $22,500. 
Fenway (M-P) (1.373: 40- 60 i—*No State (Loew) (3.200: 44-63)-——‘Whis- Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-75)— 
Time Love’ (Par) axa ‘Aldrich | tling Brooklyn’ (M-G) and ‘Cross, ‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
| Haunts House’ (Par). Neat $6,000.) Lorraine’ (M-G) Okay $10,000. Last | Following trend of all musicals here 
| Bill came from Met. Last week.! week. ‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (2d; With bullish $17,500 for third week 
| ‘Princess O'Rourke’ (WB) and ‘Iraq’ | wk), $8,600. on heels of neat $21,900 for second 
| (WB), $5,500. | Translux (Translux) (900: 28-65)— Sesh. 
| Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 44-75)-— ‘Mad Ghoul’ (U) and ‘Calling Dr.;| Stanton (WB) (L815; 35-75 )— 
|‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th) and ‘Holmes, Death’ (U). Horror stuff great $7,-. ‘Cross of Lorraine’ (M-G). Gettiy 


|Secret Service’ (U). Big $25.000. 
| Opened Tues. 


i Last week, ‘Lady Chance’ (RKO) and 


(11) and holding over. | 


1000. Last week, ‘Sultan’s Daughter’| good play from crix, nice $10,560, 
(Mono) and ‘Suspected Persons’} Last week, ‘Whistling Brooklyn’ 
(PRC), $5,000. | (M-G), fair $9,200. 
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,O power on earth can prevent our destroying 


. 


the German armies by land, their U-boats by sea, 


and their war plants from the air. Our attacks 


will be relentless and increasing. 


Emerging from these friendly conferences we 2. 


look with confidence to the day when all the 


, peoples of the world may live free lives untouched —s 
~~ by tyranny and according to their varying desires — J | 
their own consciences. 


We came here with hope and determination. V 


eave here friends in fact, in spirit, and 1n purpose. . > 


Signed at Teheran, Dec. 1, 1943. i | 
|, CHURCHILL. 
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‘Heat’s On’-Fio Rito-Mills Bros. Boff 
$79 000, Cleve.; ‘Love’ Snappy 22! 


Cleveland, Jan. 


Main Stem'‘s houses are gradually 
emerging from the early January 
boxoflice fog. Only fiv in exhibitors’ 
soup is opposish of ‘Hollywood 
Cover Girls’ unit. doing two-a-day 
at civic auditorium, which awvill] 
divert an estimated $40,000 into cof- 
fers of police pension fund. To add 
irony to s ition, 35 theatres ran 
trailers plugging competitive show 
tor e cops 

Palace is hitting a walloping; 
gross with ‘Heat's On’ plus Ted Fio 
zi and. and Mills Bros. on stage. | 
‘No Time for Love’ also is strong at} 
State. | 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-55)— 
‘Guadaleanal Diary’ (20th) (2d 
wk). High-shooting moveover at | 
$10.500. Last week. ‘Old Acquaint- } 
ance’ (WB) (2d wk). robust $11.000. 

Hipp ‘Warners? (3.700; 35-55) 
“Government Girl (RKO). A bit | 
light but expecting satisfactory 


$18.000 Last week, ‘Guadalcai nal | 


Diary’ (20ih). $27.000. powerful. 

Lake (Warners) (800: 35-55)—Old 
Acquaintance’ (WB) (3d wk). Stout 
$4.500 on m.o. Last week, ‘Higher | 
Higher’ (RKO) (3d wk) sagged to| 
$2,000. fair. 

Ohio ‘Loew’'s) (1.200; 40-60)— 
‘Whistling (M-G) (3d wk). 
House had "Wome n in Bondage’ 
(Mono) set but figured it was too 
heavy for this By Fair $3.500. 
Last week, ‘Cross Lorraine’ (M-G) 
(2d wk), anemic $2,800. 

Palace ‘«tRKO) (3.700: 35-85)— 
‘Heat's On’ ‘Cold plus Ted Fio Rito 


orch and Mills Bros, on stage. Smash 


ballvhoo on Mae _ West’s flicker | 
comeback gave de luxer one of its | 
stoutest Fiiday openings. Bagging 
torrid $29.000 without any doubts. | 
Last week ‘Dangerous Blondes’ 
(Col) with Ritz Bros. on stage, okay 
$24.000. 
State ‘Loew’'s) (3.450; 35-55)—‘No 
Time for Love’ (Par). Providing a 
. lot of laughs for exceptional $22.500. 


Last week. ‘Whistling Brooklyn’ 
(M-G), not so funny $12,000. 

Stiilman ‘Loew’s) (2,700; 35-55)— 
‘Thousands Cheer’ 1-G) (3d wk). 
Still cheering Joudly for $8.500. fine, 
on h.o., after nabbing lusty $14,500} 
last stanza. 


‘LAND’ HAPPY $18,000, 
LEADS PORT., 2 SPOTS ©: 


Portiand, Ore.. Jan. 18. 
Current standout is ‘Thousands 
Cheer’ at the United Artists. ‘Des- | 
tination Tokyo,’ at the Broadway, 
still is going strong in its third. 


n total is being regist 
Land,’ 
mount and Oriental. ° 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (J. J. Parker) 
40-75)— ‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) (3d 


Greatest coi 
by ‘Happy 


Par: 


wk). Nice $11.000. Last week, great 
Artists (Parker) (900: 40 Chi (0) Uj 

nited Artists (Parker 
75)— Thousands Cheer’ (M-G). can l pS nion 
Strong $11.000. Last week, ‘Lassie : 
Come Home’ (M-G) (4th wh), swell | Will Be Decided Feb. 3 
$8.000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen)a Chicago, Jan. 18. 
(1.806: 406-75)—‘Iron Major’ (RKO) | Members of the Chicago Moving 
and ‘Tiger Fangs’ (PRC). Big $14,-| Picture Operators’ Union, Local 110, 
000 Last week. ‘Old Acquaintance’ | who have been clamoring for a clean 
(WB) and ‘Melody Parade’ (Mono) | union free of racketeering influence, 
(2d wk), excellent $10,000. Le | had their innings last week when 

Paramount (H-E) (3.000; 40-75)— . 
‘Happy Land’ (20th) and ‘: Idrich | Candidates were nominated to re- 
Haunts House’ (Par). Solid $13,000. place officers ousted by IATSE 
Last week. ‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th) | President Richard F. Walsh several 
and ‘Tornado’ (Par), (2d wk), mild| weeks ago. Virtually the entire 
$8.000. ; membership of 718 attended the 

Oriental ‘H-E) (2.040: 40-75)—- meeting 
‘Happy Land’ (20th) and ‘Aldrich | 
Haunts House’ (Par). Hefty $5,000 | As three 
in six days. Last week, ‘Gang’s All| are presenting slates in addition to, 
Here’ (20th) and ‘Tornado’ (Par) (2¢ | several independent candidates for | 
wk). good $3,200 in four days. | the offices. Heading one “slate | 
playhouse (H-E) (1,200; 40-75 Glenn Sweeney, ousted v.-p., for | 
Fangs’ (PRC). Good $5,500. Last | president; Harry Ragen, present | 
week, ‘Old Acquaintance’ (WB) and | asst. business agent for business | 
‘Melody Parade’ (Mono) ‘(2d wk).| agent; Ora D. Bebb, secretary-treas- | 
fair $2.600. ; urer, and Dale Kephart, v.-p. An- 
Box (H-E) (1.00; faction is presenting James 
D (WB) and ‘Hi | Gorman. for president; Gene Atkin- 
” (UA). Okay $5,000. _ Last | son for business agent, and Clarence 
week (2d wk moveover), ‘Fallen 

Sparrow’ (RKO) and ‘True to Life’| Jalas, deposed secretary-treasurer, 
(Par). great $5.000 on second week | for the same office. Third ticket has 
of moveover. }nominated Smith King, president; 
_- Mayfair (Parker-H-E) (1,500; 40-| Roy McCracken, business agent; 
75 )— Above Suspicion’ (M-G) and} Everett Hogan, v.-p., and Charles 
great $10,000. ‘'ent nominees are, for~ president, | 
| Peter Bridges and George LeRoy; | 

r ‘for v.-p.. Herman Posner, Frank | 
Gillham Starts Drum Galluzzo, John C. Mulvaney and}; 


Beat for Par Biggies 


| Herman Goldberg. Hugo Krouse and | 
will be held | 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Robert M. Gillham moved in from 
New York to set up a studio office 
for advance campaign on ‘The Story 


of Dr. Wassell’ and ‘Frenchman’s 
Creek,’ high budget Paramount pic- 


tures. 


W. C. Lewellen. Paramount district 


exploiteer for Dallas, Oklahoma 
City and Memphis, will take over 
the studio office Jan. 31, after which 


18. ¥ 


| which 
ithe Warner homeoffice, 
warehouse 


| V.p.: 


| rescue from a stalled automobile on 


WB White-Collarites | 


Elect Officer Slate 


organized white-collarites in 
two years ago, held 
election Monday night (17). Follow- 
ing were balloted into office for the 
coming year: 

Leo Haas, president; Louis Levine, 
Russell Moss, exec v.p., who has 


resigned from Warners to give his 


full time to the union; George H. 
Imber, general secretary; Harry 
| Baum, treasurer; Lillian Cotton, in- 


Norma Gold- 
and John 


| ternational secretary; 
berg, recording secretary 
Cilento, sergeant-at-arms. 

Aside from Moss who 


joins the 


union and Miss Cotton, who is active- | 
all other officers | 


ly associated with it, 
are employees of WB. 


‘Flesh’ $18,000, ‘Curie’ 


226, Setting Gait For 
D.C. Straight Filmers 


Washington, Jan. 18. 
Grosses downtown are back to 
normaley. ‘Madame Curie,’ lavishly 


¢ red | 
day-dating at the} 


(1,900: | 


| praised by critics, is relative leader, 
| but ‘Flesh and Fantasy,’ at Keith's. is 
;nearly as strong at this smaller 
nouse. 
Estimates for This Week 

(Loew) (3.434; 30-66)— 
(M-G) with vaude head- 
Good $22,- 
(Par) | 


; Capitol 
‘Cry Havoc’ 
ed by Patricia Morison. 
| 000. Last week, ‘True to Life’ 
i with vaude, big $24,000. 
| Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 30-66)— 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (2d 
Stout $8,500 after opening 
smash $11.500. 

Earle (WB) (2,240; 30-90)—‘What a 
Woman’ (Col) with vaude. 
like $22.000. and no complaints. 
week, ‘Destination Tokyo’ 
wk). stout $18,300. 

Keith’s (RKO) 

Fantasy’ (U). 
bv : and is due for 

‘Government Girl’ 

(WB) 
‘Women in Bondage’ 

$8.060, and rated a 

| week, Pursuit’ 

| $6.000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 30-66 )—'Ma- 
dame Curie’ (M-G). Crix raves will 
send this one to smash $22,000. Last 
: week. .‘Gang’s All Here’ . (20th), 


week 


(1,800; 40-65)— 


} 
great $18,000. 
(RKO) 


(1,600: 
(Mono). 
sleeper. 


(WB). 


Nice 
Last 
fair 


over. 


| Everett Halliday; for business agent, 


Joe Britsk. Election 
Feb. 3. 

Walsh announced he will remain 
in control of the local union after 
the election until he is satisiied 
that the new officers are capable to 
handle the affairs of the union. 
Local has been under international 
control since old officers were forced 


Gillham returns to N. Y. 


the recent New York trial. 


| from Virginia to Cook, Minn., 


The Motion Picture Office Em-| 
ployees Union No. 23169 of the 
American Federation of Labor. 


| pital. 
exchange and} 
an} 

and the attending doctor 


| pressure, 
‘have died without medical attention. 


RKO Salesman Saves 
Expectant Mother’s Life 


Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 
Lipsner, RKO salesman, is 
credited with saving the life of an 
expectant mother when he rushed 

28 miles to a hospital after a 


Milt 


ithe road. 

The woman and her husband were 
en route to the hospital at Virginia, 
Minn., when their auto trouble de- 
veloped. Lipsner, who was driving 
turned 
back to take the woman to the hos- 
The baby was born three 

after the woman’s arrival 
said that 
because the mother had high blood 
she and the baby might 


SMPE to Discuss Newest 
High-Speed Film Cameras 


Latest high-speed camera develop- 
ments in the film industry 
highlights of ‘he Atlantic coast sec- 
tion of the Society of Motion Picture 
Engineers meeting tonight (Wednes- 
day) at Hotel Pennsylvania. Reps 
from three leading manufacturers of 
these fast cameras are principal 
speakers. 

Frank Nickel, Jr., 


minutes 


of Western Elec- 


tric Co., is scheduled to talk on 
‘ ; ° Fastax, ultra-high speed motion pic- 
Tokyo Torrid $14,000, ture camera covering both  16- 
millimeter and 8-mm. pictures. R. K. 


Waggerhauser, of Eastman Kodak, 
will discuss the Eastman High-speed 
camera, Type 3. Martin A. Gilman, 
of General Radio Co., will describe 
| the general stroboscopic recorder 


K. C.; “Gung Ho’ Loud 
14G, ‘O'Rourke’ 125 


Kansas City, Jan. 18. 


wk). | 


Looks | 
Last | 
(WB) (2d | 
Well received | 


30-55) | 


limpe d to $15,500; failing to win hold- | 


is | 


to resign, following disclosures of in- picture based on an airshow. 
timacy with the Capone syndicate at 


which is supposed to obtain 500 to 1,- 
500 exposures per second on 35-mm. 


Biz is fairly stout this week. New 
product all around, after an almost | 


| solid week of holdovers, is hypoing} 
| grosses. ‘Destination Tokyo’ at the 
|Newman is pacemaker. ‘Gung Ho!’ 
|day-and-date at Esquire, Uptown} ¢ 
fand Fairway, opened briskly, and What a Woman Aces 
looks in for strong session. 9-8 
Estimates for This Week | L Il $13 000: 
In L-viie at 915,000; 
Esquire, Uptown Fairway ‘ 
| (Fox-Midwest) (820, 2.043 and 700; FI h RB 126 
| 40-60)—Gung Ho!’ (U). Strong. es angup at 
| $14,000 or near. Last week, ‘Gang’s Louisville. Jan. 18. 
Business is still good in town, al- 
Midlan (Loew's (3,500; al low 
—‘What a Woman!’ (Col) and ‘Swing though a slight letup since New 
Out Blues’ (Col). Healthy $14,000. Year's. Leaders among the straight 
Last week, ‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) | filmers are ‘What a Woman’ at 
| (2d wk), steady $14,000. Loew's State and ‘Flesh and Fantasy’ 
Newman (Paramount) (1, -| at the Rialto 
| 60 \—Destination Tokyo’ (WB). Hot 
| $14,500, Last week, ‘Riding High’ Estimates for This Week ve 
|«Par) (3d wk). Fine $9.000, or near Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
la total of $40,000 on three weeks, | (1.400; 30-50)—‘Thousands Cheer’ 
outstanding for the house. (MG). Moveover fine $3,800. Last 
Orpheum (RKO) (1.500; 40-60)— week, ‘Gang’s Here’ (20th), healthy 
‘Princess O'Rourke’ (WB) and ‘7th | $4,000 moveover, 
| Victim’ (RKO). Big $12,500. Last Kentucky (Switow) > (1,200; 15-25) 
week, ‘Higher and Higher’ (RKO) | —‘Holy Matrimony’ (20th) and ‘Sa- 
and ‘Gangway Tomorrow’ (RKO) | lute Marines’ (M-G). Good $1,800. 
(29a wk), so-so $8,500, below ex-| Last week, ‘I Dood It’ (M-G) and 
pectancy. |‘This Is Washington’ (RKO), nice 
Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,109; 35-50) | $1,700. 
|—This Is Washington’ (RKO) and |} Loew's State (Loew's) (3.300; 30- 
‘Darling Clementine’ (Rep) with! 50)—‘What a Woman’ (Col) and 
vaude. Bu.sk $10,000. Last week, | ‘Swing Out Blues’ (Col). Looks 'ike 
‘Calling Dr. Death’ (U) with stage | sturdy $13,000. Last week, ‘Thou- | 
chow featuring Willie Howard,|sands Cheer’ (M-G) (2d wk), led | 
lusty $11,000. i town at solid $11,000 and moveover. | 
? ae | Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 30- 
50)—‘Northern Pursuit’” (WB) (2d 
|wk). Probable $4,000, good. Last 
11 Day’s Extra Clearance | week, healthy $5,000. 
National (Indie) (2,400: 30-65)— 
Means Lot to This Indie | | ‘Calaboose’ (UA) and ‘Latin Quarter 
Detroit, Jan. 18. | Revue’ on stage. Fairish $12,000. 
| On agreement of all parties, Ar-| Last week, ‘Where Are Children’ 


' (Mono) and Jimmy. James orch, and 
stage show, medium $10,000. 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400: 30- 


Ferris. Stone. has grantex| a) 
Claw SQ. the- | 


bitrator 
| consent award to the 


| atre, of Clawson, Mich., giving the | 50)—'Flesh Fantasy’ (U) and ‘So’s 
, house a reduction from 14 to 13 days | Your Uncle’ (U). Opened Thursday 
; clearance over houses in nearby} (13) and doing well at profitable 
/towns. The house had brought suit | $12,000. Last week, ‘North Star’ 
contending that the one-day differ- per eA Not up to expectations, at 
ence in clearance gave it a better fair $10,000. 


| break on playing time for weekends | Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400; 30- 


The award was made with the con-|«(U). Sturdy $4.500. Last w eek, 

sent of the Washington and Royal} ‘Crime School’ (WB) and ‘Girls On 

Oik theatres in Royal Oak, Mich.,| Probation’ (WB) (reissue), snappy 

i which also received some concessions | $5,000. 

in their favor. The Clawson agreed | 

to cut out 10c nights and use 27c ad- | a ad) 

missions five nights and 15c for the} AN a BOND FOR EVERY 


oiher two dates with the Royal Oak | 

houses agreeing to maintain their THEATRE SEAT IN UJ S 
minimum for adults at 36c. 
' One oddity in the agreement is By F. H. RICKETSON, JR. 


(Campaign Vice-Chairman) 


that all three houses made the mu- 4 : : 
There is no holiday time off in 


tual agreement to rule out dish th 

nights and other giveaways. the showman’s calendar * between 
| Jan. 18 and Feb. 15. He is now a 
| soldier on the home front with an 


objective that must be reached in 28 


Delay ‘Rebecca’ Action 


will be’ 


days: an ‘E’ bond for every theatre 
Under an agreement filed by at- | seat. 
torneys in N. Y. Federal court last If the British Navy had taken off | 


Christmas Day the Scharnhorst 
would still be afloat. If the Marines 
| had quit fighting on New Year's Eve 
| and New Year’s Day, the important 


week, the copyright infringement ac- 
tion brought by Edwina Levin Mac- 
Donald, author of the novel, ‘Blind 
Windows,’ against Daphne Du Mau- 


rier, author of ‘Rebecca,’ and others, | Saidor area of New Guinea would 
was removed from the court calen- | have been lost. That holiday action, 
i dar pending appeal from a dismissal | according to General Douglas Mac- 


Arthur’s communique, accounted for 
60 Jap planes shot down, 1,500 yellow 
bellies killed, and a smashing vi ictory 
for our American forces. Likewise it 
is in those hours when banks, post- 
offices and retailers are closed that 
the theatre man can score the extra 
bond sales that will make his cam- 
paign a success. 

This is a splendid advantage our 
industry enjoys to the exclusion of 
all other bond-selling agencies. The 
effort of each individual exhibitor 
and his staff, wlfether operating on 
Broadway or a small town Main 
Street contributes to the success of 
this campaign. 

Let’s showmanize the campaign for 
the War Finance Committee of our 
William Castle directs and Rudy | respective communities and sell an 
| Flothow produces. \‘E’ bond for every theatre seat, 


of the complaint against Doubleday | 
Doran & Co., publishef of the book. 

Other defendants were David O. 
Selznick, Selznick International Pic- 
tires. Inc., and David O. Selznick 
Productions, Inc., producers of the 
film version, and United Artists, dis- 
tribuiors of the pic. 

The complaint charges that the 
| author of ‘Rebecca’ had infringed on 
| ‘Windows.’ 


Three for ‘Whistler’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Columbia signed Richard Dix, 
| Carroll Naish and Gloria Stuart for 
, top roles in ‘The Whistler, a mystery 


‘run ‘sector. Broke Sunday house 


‘Lodger,’ Smash $35,000, Pacing Det.: 
‘Pursuit’ Fast 26, Tokyo 206, H.0. 


Detroit, Jan. 18. 


With biz on upbeat again here, fev ' 


fresh bills currently have cracked 
into the loop. Fox will shoot way 
out in front with ‘The Lodger,’ smash 
$35,000 being in prospect. Palms- 
State also in the big brackets with 
‘Northern Pursuit.’ Top holdover is 
‘Destination Tokyo’ at Michigan. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1.700; 55-75)— 
‘Crazy House’ (U) and ‘Son Dracula’ 
(U) (2d wk). Pair moved over trom 
the Fox to sight brisk $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Gang’s Here’ (20th) and 
‘Strange Death Hitler’ (U) (2d wk), 
fine $8,700. 

Broadway-Capitel (United Detroit) 
(2,800; 55-75)—‘Lady Takes Chance’ 
(RKO) and ‘Secret Enemies’ (WB) 
(3d wk). Switched over from a 
State. Good $14.000. Last week, ‘No 


Time Love’ (Par) (4th wk) and 
‘Around World’ (RKO) (3d wk), 
moveovers fine $14,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 55-75) 


—‘Lodger’ (20th) and ‘Swing Out 
Blues’ (Col). Wham $35,000. 
week, ‘Crazy House’ (U) and ‘Son 
Dracula’ (U), brisk $30,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1.800: 
55-75)—‘Claudia’ (20th) and ‘Best 
Foot Forward’ (M-G). Back in loop 
for strong $5.500. Last week, ‘Phan- 
tom Opera’ (U) and ‘Swing Maisie’ 
(M-G), robust $5,200. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000: 
55-75!—'Destination Tokyo’ 
and ‘Petticoat Larceny’ (RKO) (2d 


wk). Strong $20,000 after last week's 
socko $27.000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.- 
000; 55-75)—‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB) 
and ‘Gildersleeve on Broadway’ 
(RKO). Heading for great $22,000. 
Last week, ‘Lady Takes Chance’ 
(RKO) and ‘Secret Enemies’ (WB) 
(2d wk). fine $16,000 after first week's 
big $23.000. 


United Artists (United Detroit) 


(2.000: 5-75)—'Thousands Cheer’ 
(M-G) and ‘Murder Waterfront’ 
(WB) (3d wk). Holding up well with 
$14,000 sighted after last week's 


strong $17,000. 


‘Children’ Wow $11,000 
In Pitt; ‘Woman’ 1336 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 18 

Biz picking up sharply here this 
week. ‘Where Are Your Children”’ 
a sock surprise at Fulton, where it 
broke Sunday record over weekend, 
and ‘What a Woman’ holding to a 
swell gait at Harris and sticks there. 

_ Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-60)— 
‘Where Are Children?’ (Mono). Ex- 
ploitation picture banging out great 
session, best thing house has had in 
some time and getting all-time top 
money for Monogram film in first- 
rec- 
ord over weekend and should grab 
spectacular $11,000 or near. Last 
week, second of ‘Flesh and Fantasy’ 


(U), nice $7,000. 
(2,200: 30-60)— 


Harris’ (Harris) 
‘What a Woman’ (Col). Neat $13,500, 
Last week, 


which means it holds. 
‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th) (24 wk), 
better than $6,500 in four days. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-60)— 
‘Riding High’ (Par). Crix thumbs- 
downed this one, and it is hurting. 
So-so $13,000. Last week, second of 
‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB), fine $15,- 
000 in six days. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-60)—‘Thous 
Cheer’ (M-G) (4th week). 
fortnight at Warner and 
Penn. Okay $3,000. Last 
‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB) (4th 


weak $1,700. 
Senator (Harris) (1.750: 30-60)— 
(3d wk). Here 


ands 
Here after 
week at 
week, 
wk), 


‘Gang’s Here’ (20th) 
after 11 days at Harris, only fair $2.- 
900. Last week, ‘Butler’s Sister’ (U) 
in five days of fourth week, fine 


$3.000. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-75)— 
‘Around World’ (RKO) and Louis 


Prima orch plus Virginia Weidier. 


| Stout $20,000, everything considered. 


Last week, ‘Whistling in Brooklyn’ 


(M- G) and Tony Pastor orch, fine 
522.500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-60)—‘Des- 

tination Tokyo’ (WB) (3d wk). 


From big fortnight at Penn and still 
plenty strong at $8,500. Last week, 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (3d wk), 
nice $7,000. 


Haymes Without a Song 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Hired because of his singing abil- 
ity, Bob Haymes will play his next 
role at Columbia without a-song. 
Warbler is cast in a straight talk- 
ing part in ‘Mr. Winkle Goes to 
War.’ 


It’s Closer, Anyway 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Shift in the production schedule 
at Universal shoved ‘Moonlight 
Over Las Vegas,’ a musical, into the 


| spot originally assigned to ‘South of 


Dixie.’ 


Jean Yarbrough will direct ‘Las 


Vegas,’ slated to start Jan. 24. 
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Tokyo’ Terrif $38,000, Tops Frisco: 


‘Gangway -Vaude Big 326, ‘Star’ 256 


San Francisco, Jan. 18. ¥* 


‘Destination Tokyo’ looks terrific 
at the Fox 5,000-seater to start a 
week of solid grosses here. ‘North 
Star’ also is strong at Paramount. 
Holdovers still are doing well 
though in third and fourth week in 
some cases. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (FWC) (5,000; 55-75)—‘Des- 
tination Tokyo’ (WB). Terrific $38,- 
000. Last week, ‘I Dood It’ (M-G) 
and ‘Man Down Under’ (M-G), 
passable $22,000, slightly below 
anticipations. 

Paramount (FWC) (2,470; 55-75) 
— North Star’ (Gold). Smash $25,- 
000. Last week, ‘Riding High’ (Par) 
and ‘Whispering Footsteps’ (Par) 
(2d wk), nice $17,000 after smash 
first week. 

St. Francis (FWC) (1,475; 55-75 )— 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Excellent $15,000. Last week, ter- 
rific for this small, continued run 
house at $18,500. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,650; 55-75)— 
‘Casanova in Burlesque’ (Rep) with 
stage show ‘Shipyard Frolics’ and 
Jay Clarke, mentalist, good $23,500. 
Last week, ‘Hostages’ (Par) with 
‘Show Boat Follies’ on stage, great 


$25,500. 

State (FWC) (2,160; 55-75)—‘Old 
Acquaintance’ (WB) and ‘Mystery 
13th Guest’ (4th wk). Fine $12,000. 
Last week, strong $14,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 55-75) 
Tomorrow’ (RKO) with 
stage show headed by Martha Raye 
and ‘Hollywood Revue.’ Fat $32,- 
000 in sight. Last week, ‘Higher and 
Higher’ (RKO) with stage show fea- 
turing June Preisser, snug $22,000 
for second week. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,400; 60- 


75)—What a Woman’ (Coil) and 
‘Strangest Case’ (Col) (2d wk). Ex- 
cellent $17,500. Last week, terrific 
$23,700. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1.- 
100; 60-75)—‘Buck Privates’ (U) 
(reissue) and ‘She’s for Me’ (UV). 


Okay $8,500. Last week, ‘Woman of 
Town’ (UA) and ‘Larceny Music’ 
(Col), $8,600. 


‘FLESH’ GIANT $12,000, 
MONT’L; ‘LASSIE’ 116 


Montreal, Jan. 18. 
Business is back to normal cur- 
rently. ‘Flesh and Fantasy’ at Loew’s 
looks tops. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2.700: 30-62 )—'Lassie 
Come Home’ (M-G). Pointing stout 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Lady Takes 
Chance’ (RKO), okay $10,500. 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-62 )—‘Spit- 
fire’ (RKO) and ‘Adventures Rookie’ 
(RKO). Sound $9,000. Last week, 
‘Action North Atlantic’? (WB) and 
‘Nazty Nuisance’ (UA), stout $11,500. 
Loews (CT) (2,800; 35-67)—‘Flesh 


Fantasy’ (U). Strong $12,000 to lead 
city. Last week. ‘Rosie O'Grady’ 
(20th) (2d wk), $11,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-52)— 
‘Naughty Marietta’ (M-G) and ‘Un- 
published Story’ (Col) (reissues). 


Average $6,000. Last week, ‘Fallen 
Sparrow’ (RKO) and ‘This Is Wash- 
ington’ (RKO), $6,500. 

Strand (United Amusements) (750; 
35-45)—‘Crime School’ (WB) and 
‘Girls on Probation’ (WB) (reissues) 
(2d wk). Smart $3,000 following 
smash $3,800 first stanza. 

Orpheum (CT) (1,100: 
‘History at Night’ (UA) and ‘Trade 
Winds’ (UA) (reissues). Pacing fair 
$2.500. Last week. ‘Jack London’ 
(UA) (3d wk), okay $3.000. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 
30-40)—‘J'attendrai’ and ‘Son Oncle 
de Normandie.’ Average $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Jeune Fille dans Destresse’ 
and ‘Vous seul aue j'aime,’ $4,200. 


30-60 )— 


‘Diary,’ Sockeroo At 
$13,500, Omaha Leader 


Omaha, Jan. 18. 
Perfect weather is helping business 
in all houses, with ‘Guadalcanal 


Diary™smash and way ahead of field. 
Should be close to a record for 
Straight pictures at this house. ‘Rid- 
ing High’ is still high on moveover 
to the Omaha. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000; 11-55) 
>~‘Guadalcanal Diary’ (20th) and 
‘Aldrich Haunts House’ (Par), Smash 
$13.500, unusual for straight etn 
here. Last week, ‘Tartu’ (M-G)., 
with Clyde Lucas orch. others. on 
Stage. $14,300 not so big (20-65 scale). 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1.500; 11- 
55)—‘North Star’ (RKO) and ‘Gil- 
dersleeve on Broadway’ (RKO). 
Good $8,000 in 10 days. Last week. 
‘Higher and Higher’ RKO) and 
‘Gangway Tomorrow’ (RKO) strong 
$10,400 in 11 days. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3.000; 11- 
55 ’—‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G). Big 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Riding High’ 
(Par), nifty $10,200. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2.000; 11-55)— 
‘Riding High’ (Par). Moveover from 
Paramount for second week obltis 
Minesweeper’ (Par). Nice $8.50. 
Last week, ‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th) 
and ‘Cinderella Swings It’ (RKO), 
moveover, stout $9,000. 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
(Based on 25 cities, 197 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tnctuding 
N. 
Total Gross Same Week 
$2,213,000 
(Based on 25 cities, 174 theatres) 


FAT 
BALTO 


Baltimore, Jan. 18. 


weekend trade. Of newcomers, ‘Lost 
Angel’ is only fair at Loew’s Century, 
‘The Lodger’ is strong at the small 


New. Holdovers are holding up. 

Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loews-UA) (3,000; 17- 
55)—‘Lost Angel’ (M-G). Getting 


some trade at indicated $14,000. Last 
week, second of ‘Thousands Cheer’ 
(M-G), strong $14,800. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-66)—‘Higher Higher’ (RKO) (2d 
wk) plus new vaude layout. Fairish 
$13,000 after ringing bel! on initial 
sesh at $17,400. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) 
High’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Maintaining good pace at $12,000 
after rousing opening round at 
$15,800. 

Maryland (Hicks) (1,240; 25-50)— 
‘Hands Across’ Border’ (Mono). 
Nicely spotted at $4,500. Last week, 
‘Where Are Children’ (Mono), aver- 
age $4,200. 


(2,460; 17- 


Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-50)— 
‘Tornado’ (Mono). Mild $3,500. Last 
week, second of ‘Hostages’ (Par), 
fairish $3,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,680; 17-55)— 
‘The Lodger’ (20th). Booming along 
for big $9,000 at this small-seater. 


Last week, ‘Gang’s Here’- (20th) (3d 
wk), okay $6,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 20-60)— 
‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Holding in good style at $11,000 after 
strong second sesh to $16,200. 

Valencia (Loew’'s-UA) (1,480; 17- 
55) — ‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) 
(moveover). Drawing very steady 
trade at indicated $5,500 on m.o. 
from Century. Last week, ‘Come 
Live With Me’ (M-G) (reissue), 
didn't jell at $3,600. 


‘Woman’ $20,000, Newark, 
‘Old Okla’ Trim 15G, 2d 


Newark, Jan. 18. 


Front-runner is ‘What a Woman,’ 
at the State, sole new first-run this | 


being ‘Destination Tokyo,’ ‘Guadal- | 

canal Diary’ and ‘In Old Oklahoma.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Adams-Par) (1,950: 35-99) 


Jive Junction’ (PRC) and Count 
Basie orch on stage. Strong $22,000 
Last week, ‘Deerslayer’ (Rep) plus 


Vaughn Monroe orch, others, on 
stage, mighty $24,000. 

Branford (WB) (2.800; 30-90)— 
‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) (2d wk). 


Continues big at likely $15,000. Last 
week, stout $23.500. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-55)—‘No 
Time for Love’ (Par) and ‘Hostages’ 
(Par). Light $2,300. Last week, 
‘Lassie Come Home’ (M-G) and 
‘Everybody Happy’ (Col), $2,300. 


Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000: 
35-85)—‘In Old Oklahoma’ (Rep) 
and ‘Pistol Packin’ Mama’ (Rep) (2d 


First snowfall of the season hit | 


week. Holdover biz tall, high scorers | 


| heavily on second week. 


wk). Rosy $15,000 following bright 
$18,000 in original canto. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-$1.10)— 
‘Guadalcanal Diary’ (20th) and 
‘Gildersleeve on Broadway’ (RKO) 
(2d wk). Looking for brisk $18,000. 
Last week, around $29.000, sock. 
‘North Star’ (RKO) opens tomorrow 


(19), 

State (Loew’s) (2,600; 30-85)— 
‘What a Woman’ (Col) and ‘Dough- 
boys in Ireland’ (Col). Bangup $20,- 
000, and may hold. Last week, 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) and ‘Yanks 


‘Jack London’ Robust $43,500 in L.A., 
‘Heat's On’ Hot 366, Both in 3 Spots; 
Time Love Brisk 3416, H.0. in Two 


Ahoy’ (UA) (2d wk), strong $15,500. 


HIGHER’ OKAY 
MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 

‘Higher and Higher’ and ‘Thank 
Lucky Stars’ are the only important 
current newcomers. Both apparently 
have what it takes, and probably 
would have clear sailing even under 
less favorable conditions. Hold- 
overs are ‘Thousands Cheer,’ ‘Gua- 
dalcanal Diary’ and ‘Happy Land,’ 
three showing boxoffice stamina. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 20-30)— 
‘Strange Death Hitler’ (U) and 
‘Ghost Ship’ (RKO). Good $2,400 in 
five days. ‘Man of Courage’ (PRC) 
and ‘She’s for Me’ (U) open today 
(18). Last week, ‘Pistol Packin’ 
Mama’ (Rep) and ‘Good Fellows’ 
(Par), $2,500 in five days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 40-55)— 
‘Guadalcanal Diary’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Moved here from Orpheum. Looks 
good $7,000. Last week, ‘Happy 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
(Based on 14 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


BOFF 
226, DENVER 


Denver, Jan. 18. 

‘What a Woman,’ heading dual 
combo at Denver and Esquire, is pac- 
ing town with big total at Denver 
alone. ‘Higher and Higher,’ which 
opened nice at the Orpheum, be- 
gan tapering off after Sunday after- 
noon, 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 30-65)—‘Old 
Acquaintance’ (WB) and ‘She’s for 
Me’ (U), after week at each Denver, 


Land’ (20th), $7,500. Esquire. Fine $7,000. Last week, 
Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 35)—‘Always | ‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th) and ‘Task 
Bridesmaid’ (U). Good $4.500 indi- | Force’ (WB), moveover from Den- 


ver and Esquire, good $6,500. 

Broadway .(Fox) (1,040; 30-65)— 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) and ‘Sev- 
enth Victim’ (RKO), after two weeks 
ateOrpheum. Nice $5,500. Last week, 
‘Butler’s Sister’ (U) and ‘Spider 
Woman’ (U), day-date with Rialto on 
moveover, good $4,500. 


cated. Last week, ‘Son of Dracula’ 
(U), big $4,500. 

Lyric (P-S) (1,100; 40-55)—‘Thou- 
sands Cheer’ (M-G) (3d wk). Here 
following fortnight at State. Nice 
$7,500 after nearly $25,000 in 12 days 
at State. Last week, ‘Lady Takes 
Chance’ (Col) (3d wk), hefty $5,000. 


Orpheum (P-S) (2,300; 40-55)— ( i - 30-65)— 
‘Thank Lucky Stars’ (WB). Hitting and 
dandy $13,000. Last week, ‘Guadal- | cweeper’ (Par) (4th wk). Sturdy 


canal Diary’ (20th), big $13,000. 
State (P-S) (2,300; 40-55)—‘Higher 

and Higher’ (RKO). The Voice 

bringing them in for okay $10,500. 


$10,000. Last week, strong $11,500. 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 30-65 )—‘What 
a Woman’ (Col) and ‘Swing Out 
Blues’ (Col), day-date with Esquire. 


big $9 Big $18,000, and leading city. Last 
Uptown (Par) (1.100: 30-40) | Week. ‘Old Acquaintance (WB) and 

‘Princess O’Rourke’ (WB). First | for (U), also at Esquire, 

neighborhood showing, big $3,500. fine $16,000. F 

Last week, ‘True to Life’ (Par). fair Esquire (Fox) (742; 30-65 )— What 

$2.800. a Woman’ (Col) and ‘Swing Blues 
World (Par-Steffes) (350: 40-75)—- | (Col). Also at Denver. Fine $4,000. 
‘Happy Land’ (20th) (2d wk). Last week, ‘Old Aquaintance’ (WB) 


and ‘She's for Me’ (U), also at Den- 


Brought here after prosperous initial 


session at Century for stout $2,800, | Ver. 800d $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Old Acquaintance’ (WB) Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 30-65)— 
(3 wk), nice $2,500. ‘Higher Higher’ (RKO) and ‘Gang- 
way Tomcrrow’ (RKO). Nice $13,- 
of first few days. Last week, ‘Thou- 
arzan alr ? yn sands Cheer’ (M-G) (2d wk) and 


Brooklyn, Jan. 18. 
Holdover at Fabian Fox of ‘Cid 
Aeqguaintance’ and ‘There's Some- 
thing About Soldier’ will bring in 
good biz. ‘Girl Crazy’ and ‘Jeannie’ 
at Loew's Metropolitan also drawing 


‘Seventh Victim’ (RKO), nice $13,000. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 30-50)— 
‘Where Are Children?’ (Mono) and 
‘Calling Dr. Death’ (U). Fine $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Corvette K-225’ (U) and 
‘Pistol Packin’ Mama’ (Rep) (2d wk), 
nice $9,000. 


Albee (RKO) (3,274; 35-75 )—'Tar- 


: Here’ (20th) via Denver, Esquire, 
zan's Desert Mystery’ (RKO) and | route, "Nice $3800, "Last 
| $18,000. Last week, ‘Guadalcanal week. Butler's badd 
Diary’ (20th).ame “Hi Diddie’ (UA), nin 
snappy $23,000. Broadway, same m.o. route, nice 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 35-75)—‘Old | $3,000. 


Acquaintance’ (WB) and ‘Something 
About Soldier’ (Col) (3d wk). Dandy 
$20,000. Last week, first-rate $23,000. 


RKO Cutups Steaming 


Metropolitan (Loew’s) (3,618; 35- 
75)—‘Girl Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Jean- Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
nie’ (Indie) (2d wk). Satisfactory : P aded 
$18,000. Last week, healthy $23,000. are 


with 10 features and one short to be 
readied for shipping before Feb. 15. 

Features in the editing process are 
‘Show Business,’ ‘Days of Glory,’ 
‘Seven Days Ashore,’ ‘Escape to Dan- 
ger,’ ‘Gildersleeve’s Ghost,’ ‘The 


Paramount (Fabian) (4,020: 35-75) 
—‘What a Woman’ (Col) and ‘Swing 
Out Blues’ (Col) opened yesterday 
(Mon). Last week, ‘No Time for 
Love’ (Par) and ‘Minesweeper’ (Par) 
(3d wk). good $18,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,952: 35-75)—‘Girls 
on Probation’ (WB) and ‘Crime 
School’ (WB) (reissues). Mild $5,- 
000. Last week, ‘Sultan’s Daughter’ 
(Mono) and ‘Secret Service’ (Mono), 
about same. 


Out West.’ ‘Action in Arabia,’ ‘Dan- 
gerous Glory,’ and ‘Are These Our 
Childfen’’ Short is 
Landlord.’ 


shape up well. 


NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Business continues on an even keel in most spots this 


Children?’ (Mono) and ‘The Lodger’ 
these showing in many spofs, but where booked, 
This leaves brunt of real coin-getting 


San Francisco and K. C., where leader. 


week, showing an improvement nearly every place cheering exhibs, with strong $11,000 in Portland, an | 
where new product is being released. Best newcomers outstanding new date. ‘Star’ looms strong $25,000 in | 
look to be ‘Gung Ho’ (U), ‘Lifeboat’ (20th). ‘Where Are ‘Frisco and sock $28,000, Chi. ‘Woman’ is picking up 


(20th).. None of 


they 


solidly in current session, outstanding marks being 
$20,000 in Newark, $14,000 in K. C., $13,000 in Louis- 
ville (tepper), $22,000 in Wash., neat $13,500 in Pitt., 


| up to such pictures as ‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB), $12,500 in Indianapolis and $22,000 in Denver, pacing 

| ‘North Star’ (RKO), ‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G), ‘What last two cities. 

a Woman’ (Col), ‘Flesh and Fantasy’ (U), ‘Riding High’ ‘Flesh,’ with great $18,000 in Wash., is solid $12,000 in 

| (Par), ‘Government Girl’ (RKO), ‘Happy Land’ (20th), Louisville, sturdy at same figuie in Buffalo and tops in 

‘No Time for Love’ (Par), ‘Guadalcanal Diary’ (20th) Montreal. ‘Riding’ is continuing its fine showing in 

and ‘Higher and Higher’ (RKO). about six keys this week. ‘Government Girl’ is peaking 
‘Gung Ho,’ preeming in Atlanta and K. C., is record Buffalo and okay in Cleveland. ‘Happy’ is strong 


‘Lodger’ 
$9,000 in smallseater in Balto. 


‘Tokyo’ is merely 


$16,000 in former and strong $14,000 in K. C. ‘Lifeboat’ 
is sensational $35,000 on initial week at N. Y. Astor. 
is pacing Detroit with smash 
‘Children,’ 
fine $14,000 in second Chicago week, is wham $28,000 in 
initial N. Y. sesh and big $11,000 in Pitt. 

repeating its strong showing of 
| recent weeks with outstanding openings currently in 


$18,000 in Port., and good on Chi holdover. ‘Love’ is 
sock in some seven houses. ‘Diary’ is shaping stoutly 
with a batch of new accounts currently. ‘Higher’ is 
sturdy in Minneapolis and Denver but not so forte in 
Indianapolis and Balto. ‘Heat’s On’ (Col) is doing 
much better this week with bright results in Chi, L. A. 
and Cleve. ‘Lost Angel’ (M-G), a new entry, shapes 


35.000 and fat 
which looks 


only mild to date. 


Curse cf the Cat People,’ ‘The Falcon | 


‘Love Your | 


‘Cheer’ still is | 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 

Holdovers and moveovers are oce 
cupying most of local firstrun situa- 
tions with only four new pictures 
spotted in six of top spots. This ac- 
counts, perhaps, for the heavy busi- 
ness being racked up by ‘Jack Lon- 
don’ and ‘Swingtime Johnny’ at the 
State, Cninese and Uptown, and by 
‘Heats On’ and ‘Is_ Everybody 
Happy’ at the Egyptian, Los Angeles 
and Ritz. Former is heading for ro- 
bust $43,500 while ‘Heat’s On’ should 
hit an excellent $36,000. 

Big h.o. coin is being collected by 
‘Destination Tokyo’ with an esti- 
mated $35,000 for third week in three 
houses, Second session of ‘No Time 
for Love’ looks like stout $34,500 in 
two Paramount houses. Third stanza 
of ‘Tender Comrade,’ being soloed 
weekends, should hit solid $30,000 in 
two spots. ‘Government Girl,’ which 
surprised with strong $50,000 in ini- 
tial session in three houses, will catch 
hefty $21,500 for moveover in two 
theatres. ‘Song of Bernadette’ still 
is steady at $25,500 or better in fourth 
week at advance scale run, two spots. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516: 85- 
$1.65)—‘Song of Bernadette’ (20th) 
(4th wk). Good $9,000 after neat $9,- 
700 last week. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034: 45- 
90)—Jack London’ (UA) and ‘Swing- 
time Johnny’ (U). Fine $13,000. Last 


week, ‘Government Girl’ (RKO) and 
‘S. Holmes and Spider Woman’ (U), 
big $15,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 45-90)— 
‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Strong $15,000. Last week, hefty 
$18,400. 

Egyptian (F-WC) (1,535; 45-90)— 
‘Heat’s On’ (Col) and ‘Is Everybody 
Happy?’ (Col). Hefty $10,000. Last 
week, ‘North Star’ (RKO) (3d wk), 
nice $5,000. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 45-75)— 
‘Government Girl’ (RKO) and 
‘Holmes and Spider Woman’ (U). Big 
$6.500 on moveover. Last week, 
Cheer’ (M-G). Solid $5,- 
600. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 40-85)— 
‘Seventh Victim’ (RKO) and ‘Ghost 
Ship’ (RKO) (4th wk). In money at 
$3,200. Last week, good $4,200. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 45-90)— 
‘Destination Tokyo’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Good $11,000. Last week, strong 
$15,000. 


Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,200; 
45-90)—‘Heat’s On’ (Col) and ‘Is 
Everybody Happy?’ (Col). Strong 
$18,000. Last week, ‘North Star 
(RKO) (3d wk), solid $12,000. 
| Orpheum (D'town) (2,200; 40-75) 
—Government Girl’ (RKO) and 
‘Holmes and Spider Woman’ (U). 


Great $15,000 on straight film bill. 
Last week, ‘Mr. Muggs Steps Out’ 
(Mono) (4 days) and holdover stage 
show, good $7,800. House became 
moveover first run Thursday (13), 
playing off Loew’s State. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 45-90)— 
‘Tender Comrade’ (RKO) (3d wk) 
and ‘Swing Out Blues’ (Col). Sweet 
$13,000 in nine days. Last week, 
‘Tender Comrade’ (RKO) (2d wk) 
and ‘Maanlioht. in Vermant’ (17). exe 
| cellent $15,400. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,389; 46-90)— 
‘No Time Love’ (Par) and ‘Tornado’ 
(Par) (2d wk). Still stout at $22,500, 
Last week, great $29,000. 

Paramount Hollyweed 
| 451: 45-90)—‘No Time 
(2d wk). Strong $12,000. 
hefty $14,800. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 45- 


(F&M) (1,- 
Love’ (Par) 
Last week, 


} 


|90)—‘Tender Comrade’ (RKO) (3d 
| wk) and ‘Swing Out Blues’ (Col). 
| Excellent $17,000 in nine days. Last 
week, ‘Tender Comrade’ (RKO) (2d 
wk), and ‘Moonlight Vermont’ (U), 
neat $18.700. 

Ritz (F-WC) (1,372: 45-90 )—‘Heat’s 


| On’ (Col) and ‘Is Everybody Happy?’ 


(Col). Okay $8,000. Last week, 
‘North Star’ (RKO) (3d wk), good 
$4,200. 


(2,204: 45-90)— 
and ‘Swingtime 


State (Loew-WC) 
‘Jack London’ (UA) 
Johnny’ (U). Robust $23,000. Last 
week, ‘Government Girl’ (RKO) and 
‘Spider Woman’ (U), stout $24,700. 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100: 85- 
$1.65)—‘Song of Bernadette’ (20th) 
(4th wk). Rugged $16,500 after last 
week's okay $17,600. 

Uptown (F-WC) (1,715: 45-90)— 
‘Jack London’ (UA) and ‘Swingtime 
Johnny’ (U). Trim $7.500. Last week, 
‘Government Girl’ (RKO) and ‘S. 
Holmes and Spider Woman’ (U), big 


$10,300. 
| Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 45-90)— 
|‘Madame Curie’ (M-G) (5th wk). 
'Grand $6,000. Last week, sweet $6,- 
600. 

Wiltern (WB) (2.500: 45-90)—‘Des- 
tination Tokyo’ (WB) (3d wk). First- 
rate $9,000. Last week, solid $12,700. 


Cline Draws O.&J. 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Universal handed Edward Cline 
the direttor task on ‘High Spirits,’ 
next of the Olsen & Johnson stare 
rers. 
Filming starts in May with Ed- 
mund Hartmann as producer. 
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FILM REVIEWS 
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Wednesday, January 19. 1911 


Broadway 
(Technicolor) 
(FILMUSICAL) 

Holly wood, Jan. 18. 
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Pommy Dorsey and iis Orchestra 

‘Broadway Rhythm’ is a 
backstage filmusical wheeled out in 
the usual Metro elaborate and color- 
ful style. Displaying group of top- 


rank specialties and names among 
the entertainers, the fragile and 


hodge-podge varn stops periodically 
while the guest stars appear. 
verting filmusical entertainment, pic- 
ture will do good biz in the regular 
bookings as billtopper. Raft of mar- 
qguce names won't hurt either. 


Overload of specialties and drag- 


ging story unwinds the footage for 
extensive running time of 115 min- 
utes. Picture would be much sharper 
with at least 25 minutes clipped, even 
though such editing should lose some 
of the name. turns. 

Story follows run-of-mill formula 


for a backstager. George Murphy is | 
producer | 


a top musical comedy 
readying his next show for Broad- 
way. Ginny Simms, Hollywood film 
star. hits town for a whirl at the 
stage after being stymied on new 
contract in films. Charles Winninger, 
veteran song-and-dance man, is Mur- 
phy’s dad, while Gloria DeHaven is 
the young sister with stage 
tions. Producer flirts with film star, 
winding up by signing her for his 
show. but she turns it down as a 
floppo, Winninger digs out old play- 
seript, which is used for 
tryout in the hinterland 


and con- 


vincer for Murphy to stage for suc- | « 


cess on Broadway. 


Tommy Dorsey and his orchestra 
provide the musical backgrounds, 
and are spotlighted for opening | 
number to get picture away to aj} 
good start and* one other number | 
later. Lena Horne socks over two 
songs—the Gershwins’ ‘Somebody 


Loves Me.’ and ‘Brazilian Boogie, by 
Hugh Martin and Ralph Blane—and 
both are smartly presented for maxi- 
mum effect. 


Miss Simms capably handles ren- | 
dition of ‘Amor,’ by Gabriel Ruiz and | 


Ricardo Lopez Mendez, assisted by 
background of male dancers for eye- 
ful pruduction number, and ‘All the 
Things You Are,’ from the original 


‘Very Warm for May’ score. In the 
first sequence, Murphy teams with | 
Jane Hale for a smart dance turn, | 
but latter obviously was trimmed 


deeply for final runoff. Hazel Scott 
also makes a solo appearance for one 
piano number, in which she displays 
usual’ showmanship style. 


Gloria DeHaven gets prominence 
teamed with Kenny Bowers for de- | 
livery of the old-time fave, ‘Pretty 
Baby and Martin & Blane’s good 
tune, ‘What Do You Think I Am.’ 
Helen Walker and Ben Blue also 
team for a comedy song presentation 
Ro Si deliver showstopping 
acrobatic turn. Dean Murphy scores 
with impersonations of prominent 
personages, Walter Long is on for a 


st tap dance—and there’s the usual] 

super-elaborate finale whichis rich 

in gorgeousness and color. 


George Murphy and Miss Simms 


do much to hold the yarn together (BRITISH-MADE) 
with their performances in the lead | ,.~ iward Black produc- 
spots. Winninger, _Miss DeHaven, | , 
Ben Blue and Eddie ‘Rochester’ An- | \;: : iy, Rodney Ackland and 
derson are most prominent in the R story by Wolfgang 
support \ k by Oscar E. Mil- 
wilh Tull advantage taken 1n set COn- | MINS, 
ction and st ing for the Techni- i) 
color photography utilized. Walt. ( t 
( fith Jor 
The Fighiing Seabees 
(ONE SONG) \ ! Mandl 
T f Albert J. ¢ I Jafi 
‘ \ 
a Louis Beker. se. \ubrey Mallalienu 
! sO Schart: edi- | John SI 
Wed Donovan..... John Wayne | 
fonstance Chesley.......... Sasan Hayward Etforts of the Beigian underground 
Tt. Comer, Robert Yarrow... Dennis Keefe thwart the Nazi grip form the | 
Widie Powers. William Frawley | basis for this thrilling melodrama, 
1. M. Kerrigan | hich often reaches the melodrama- 
Whanger Spreckles..... .....Grant Withers | tic heights of °39 Steps.’ Publication 
Ding Paul Fix | of La Libre Belgique, put out by the 
Richards | revived in ‘Uncensored.’ Picture 
lay Norris | contains about an hour of suspense- 
Renaldy | ful action. Despite infinite care on 


Republic has come through with a 
film on the U. S. Navy’s construc- 
tion battalions that will hold its own 
as a billtopper on duals. Exploita- 


tion possibilities are abundant, and 
2xhibitors have plenty of material to 


typical | 


For di- | 


ambi- | 


strawhat | 


help them put this one over for good 


srOSSes, 
John Wayne and Susan Hayward, 
ith Der O'Keefe completing the 
rn ible triangle, as stars of ‘The 
Fighting Seabees’ do a wo *kmanlike 
jo The performances are above 
average. as are the rest of the actors 
compr the supporting cast. Story 
pon ch the production is based 
is another inatter; in some sequences | 
plausibility is given the go-by. 


Producer Albert J. Cohen 


delved into the archives of the Sea- 
bees, from the unit’s formation. to 
round out this picture. He has had | 


the technical advice of Lt. 

Hubert Hunter and Lt. Cmdr. Wil- 

liam A. MeManus. Fact that liberties 
have been taken by writer Borden 

Chase and his co-adapter, Aeneas 

MacKenzie. to add a romantic angle 
'adds selling points that will work 

to advantage at the boxoffice. 

| Wayne, as head of a construction 
!'company, is vexed at the Navy for 
j} not arming his men to fight off Japs, 
| causing losses among his personnel. 
| However, he aids O'Keefe, a Naval 
officer, in convincing Washington 
| brasshats that the Navy should have 
battalions of men, trained in war- 
fare, to construct bases. Wayne is 
|} given a commission, helps in a re- 
icrulting drive. and goes through with 
| his mission in true Naval tradition, 
| being killed by Japs on a Pacific 
| Islond in the process. Miss Hayward 
portrays a wire-service correspond- 
ent assigned to Australia, and forms 
the prime romantic interest with 
| O'Keefe. 

Scene near the close of the picture, 
in which the Americans are out- 
numbered by Jap attackers but save 
the supply- depot which they have 
been building, is one of the best war 
sequences of recent vintage. 

‘Song of the Seabees.’ by Peter De 
Rose and Sam M. Lewis, is a rousing 


tune with a catchy refrain. Sten. 
| Riders of the Deadline 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
| United Artists release of Harry Sherman 
i} duction William Boyd; features 
\ndy Clyde 1 Jimmy Rogers. Directed 
Les Selander, Original screenplay, Ben- 
1 t Cohen, from characters treated by 
( ence Mulford: enimera, Russell Harlan: 
editor, Walter Hannemann. Previewed in 
j projection room, Janu, 15, Running time, 
6&3 MINS, 
Hopalong ¢ sidy William Boyd 
Cal n Andy Clyde 
Cran .... William Halligan 
Montana 
Karle llodgins 
With this release the Hopalong 
| Cassidy series hits the 50 mark; 
| 


which gives the Hoppys some sort of 
distinction, 


| familiar characters of the series and 
| the background exteriors holding the 
feature up for more than passing 
attention in the western houses. 
Hoppy ‘William Boyd), in attempt- 
|} ing to get his young friend, Richard 
| Crane. out of a jam with gamblers 
| and smugglers, gets phoney dismissal 
from the rangers to join the outlaws 
and finally tab the top man. Along 


the line there’s some fast riding and |, 


Vihayal 
Acid 


Boyd is in his 
elemental comedy. and. Jimmy Rog- 
ers as the juve 


familiar spot 


William Halligan nicely handles role | 
of the town banker, Tony Ward. is 
he typical outlaw leader, and Bob 
Vitchu is a tough customer who 
continually tangles with Boyd. Girl | 
is France Walt. 


Woodward. 


Uneensored 


/production details, well-picked cast 
}and obvious appeal as a meller, this 
| film, released in the U. S. by 20th- 
! Fox, must lean on a terrific selling 
| job if it amounts to more than aver- 
}age returns at the U. S. boxoffice. 
|The reason is that all-British cast, 


} 
Nas 


Cmca. |} 


But the yarn is strictly | 
formula and oft-told, with only the | 


as | 


ith Andy Clyde supplying | 


member of the trio. | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Broadway Rhythm’ (Songs) 
Color) (M-G). Elaborate filmusi- 
d with name specialty 


al t. due for good b.o. 
‘The Fighting Seabees (Rep). 
| Romantic tale of Navy's base- 
builde Strong billtopper on 
duals. 
‘Riders of the Deadline’ (UA). 
Formula western for Hopalong 
Cassidy entry, with sufficient 


gunplay for western addicts. 
‘Uncensored’ (20th) (British. 

Mild boxoffice likely in States 

because of lesser-known (in U.S.) 


all-British cast. 
‘Jive Junction (Musical) 
(PRC). Dickie Moore and Tina 


Thayer heading youthful cast in 
musical dualler for juve trade. 

‘The Texas Kid’ (Mono). Ade- 
quate dual western with Johnny 
Mack Brow. and Raymond Hat- 
ton. Should do okay. 

‘San Demetrio—London’ (Bal- 
con-British). Thriller about Brit- 
ish Merchant Marine; boff biz in 
England, okay for U.S. 

‘The Shipbuilders’ (British). 
Clive Brook starred in mediocre 
drama about Britain’s shipbuild- 
ing. 

‘La Gallina Clueca’ (Mexican). 
Suitable for Spanish houses. Do- 
mestic story sans English titles. 


headed by Eric Portman, is not fa- 
miliar to American audiences. 

Director Anthony Asquith has 
done much to, develop this yarn. 
| Whole action centers about the ef- 
_forts of Belgium’s patriots to main- 
tain regular publication of an under- 
ground paper as a constant thorn to 
| the Nazi occupational troops. Script- 
fers Rodney Ackland and Terrence 
| Ratiizan wave taken Woiigang Wii- 
|helm’s story and framed it around 
the apparently unpatriotic Portman, 
who quietly continues his under- 
ground operations while entertain- 
ing nightly at a cabaret for Nazi top- 
pers. Waiter Hudd is the editor of 
paper while at the same time turn- 
ing out material for the Nazi pub- 
lication. at a fee. After Peter Glen- 
ville, Portman’s cabaret partner, 
; jealously tries to turn in the under- 
| ground paper's staff, a series of in- 
| cidents and the ardent patriotism 
lof the Belgian underground opera- 
tives enable them to continue pub- 
lication. Story ends on the note that 
despite all Nazi persecution, the Bel- 
gian spirit will carry on. 

Portman, slightly reminiscent of 
Cary Grant. contributes a standout 
performance. Phyllis Calvert, as the 
wistful, but faithful Belgian worker, 
provides several romantic interludes 
with Portman. Griffith Jones sup- 
plies a nifty characterization as the 
priest who manages to maintain his 
religious attitude while aiding the 
underground movement. 

Well-chosen supporting 
| topped by Peter Glenville, Frederick 
Culley, Walter Hudd, Raymond Lo- 


| vell, Felix Aylmer and John Slater. 
| Camera work of Arthur Crabtree is 
| uniformly good. Vear. 
Sive Junction 
(MUSICAL) 
PRC prod tion and release. Stars Tina 
1) ‘ M tures Gerra 
Tiel | k “Wagner, Jan 
\ Hi aun Directed by Edgar 
‘ nplay Irving Wallace, 
| Walte Donis Malvin Wald: camera, Ira 
j M » Krdody dances, Don 
( Robert Crandall At New 
‘ N | 1] $4, dual Run 
1 62 MINS 
Dickie Me 
LUDDY Beverly Boyd 
Girl Laurin 
Sh ft d .. Bob McKenzie 


Former child star Dickie Moore 
| carries most of the load in this mu- 
sical title indicates. is 
aimed a ers who probably 
will fair support on the 


which. as 
t teen-i 


accord it 


s | two-for-ones. 


Revolving around problems of a 


cast is | 


The Texas Kid 


Monoy Dun! 

] tt \ ! \\ 
New York, N. \ ek of Jan, 11, °44 

tal Running 5G MINS, 
Nev ni Drown 
Sana Ravine 
Stat 
Ro John Judd 
Atwood Cyrus Ring 

This Johnny Mack Brown western 
should fill the bill at dual houses 
without much trouble as regular 


formula of gunplay, wild riding and 


la smattering of romance is followed. 


Film is light on comedy, however, | 


with Raymond Haiton few 
chances for laughs and not doing 
much with those offered. He and 
Brown are U.S. marshals detailed to 
wipe out band of highwaymen stag- 
ing series of stagecoach holdups 
which prevents ranchowners from 
meeting payrolls and carrying on 
their operations. 

Marshail Reed as the Texas Kid is 


given 


| sufficiently strong and silent as the 


| to 


onetime member of the gang who 
gets shot after going straight, trying 
outwit his former criminal side- 
kicks and bring the stagecoach with 
its load of gold through. Brown and 
Hatton, however, round up the gang 
and gallop off to new exploits while 
the ranchers prepare for business as 
usual, 

Direction holds to good level and 
there are some better-than-average 
outdoor shots. Donn. 


San Demetrio—London 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Dec. 8. 
Ealing Studios release of Micfisel Baleon 


Walter Fitzgerald, 
Michael, Robert 


Features 
Ralph 


production, 
Mervyn Johns, 


Beatty, Gordon Jackson, Frederick Piper. 
Directea” by Frend, Sereenpuiay, 
Robert Hamer and Charles) Frend, from 
official records by IF. Tennyson Jesse, At 
Cambridge theatre, London, De 7. ‘438. 


Running time, 93 MINS, 
If for only one reason—and there 
are a number of others—hcre is one 
of the best factual thrillers to come 
from a British studio since the war 
began. The cast is that terrific. 

If American filmgoers are in the 
market for not only a story of un- 
paralleled, true-life heroism, but one 
that’s the very reverse of the Holly- 
wood star system, here is one to line 


them up at the boxoffice. Except for | 
| standout. 


a short sequence in a Galveston de- 
partment store, where members of 
the tanker’s crew buy silk stockings 
for their womenfolk from a fly 
femme clerk, there is not a woman 
in the cast. 

Whether wittingly or accidentally, 
the presentation of this epic tale of 
the British Merchant Marine omits 
the customary cast of characters in 


the screen credits. Thus does it 
emphasize the genuineness of the 
personalities concerned in the un- 


folding of a gripping drama. So one 
prefers to believe the man who plays 
the skipper of the San Demetrio is 
Captain Waite in person, just as the 
tough, nameless Texan who joins the 
tanker in Galveston is a tough Texan 
imbued with the idea of Britain's 
needing help to.win the war. If the 
chief engineer—who performs mir- 
acles in the half-flooded, fire-swept 


|engine room by not only restarting 
| the engines, but by cooking a nailful 


| leaking 


of potatoes in live steam from a 
alve—is not a c.e. in real 


life, it really doesn’t make any dif- 


|ference. And this goes for all of 
i; them. from the bosun to the kid 
apprentice whose first voyage it is. 
To audiences they're real-life char- 
acters. 

Much credit must go to Michael 
| Baleon, the producer, and Charles 
| Frend, who directed. How much F. 


music conservatory product trans- | 
planted to a modern high school 
where student body leans more to 
Tin Pan Alley tunes, tale brings 
young Moore into the jive fold as 
ij leader of his school’s orch and glee 


|club. The unit carries off top honors 
in nationwide competition in closing 
footage. 

Inconsequential tale gives minor 
focus to adolescent romance between 
Moore and Tina Thayer and struggle 
by former to win popularity among 
fellow studes. After death of his 
| aviator dad overseas, Moore switches 
| into popular music field to provide 
lentertainment for servicemen. sta- 
| tioned nearby as means of forgetting 
grief. 

Gerra Young. a newcomer, has the 
important singing assignments and 
impresses with finished rendition of 
the Bell Song from ‘Lakme,’ ‘We’re 
Just in Between.’ Latter gets pro- 
duction treatment in finale. 

Musical numbers help to offset 
story’s seriousness, but a little more 
sweetness and light would help. 

Donn. 


Tennyson Jesse's official account on 
salvaging of the San Demetrio, after 
she had been abandoned for two 
days and nights 900 miles from her 


port, helped Robert Hamer and the | 


director in their writing of the script 
can only be surmised, but the dialog 
is unvaryingly authentic. 

What ‘Desert Victory’ 
Montgomery's 8th Army. 
get for Tonight’ did for 
and what ‘In Which We 
for the Royal Navy (and 
ard), ‘San Demetrio—London’ does 
certainly as much for the British 
Merchant Marine. 


did 
what ‘Tar- 
the R.A.F.. 
Serve’ did 
Noel Cow- 


The Shipbuilders 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Dec. 14. 


Anglo-American Film Corp release of 
British Nuational-John Baxter production. 
Stars Clive Brook. Directed by John Baxter. 
Screenplay, Gordon Wellesley: music, Ken- 
nedy Russell; cainera, James Wilson, Ar- 
thur Grant. At Cambridge, London. tun 
ning time, 88 MINS, 


Granted it has a wealth of detail 
that’s authentic and as effectively 
presented as a ‘March of Time’ opus, 
‘Shipbuilders’ lacks entertainment 
value. 

In one respect the flick seemingly 
establishes a record. Not only is 
there no love interest, but for the 
first time since the days of the Fort 
Lee one-reelers, the hero, married 
and the father of a boy, lives through 
the 13 years covered by the story 
without once mentioning, much less 
being shown with his wife. As for 
the boy, about whom there is a 
prodigious amount of talk, he figures 
in one fleeting sequence with his 


; approved ‘March of 
.| The 
|ously a plea to keep British 


| utes 


| while story broke nationally, 


father in an ornate the 

,| sole shot to establish that the |- 
| lionaire shipbuilder has a 

Admirers of Clive Brook 0 

plays the fifth of a line of Cl, de 

shipbuilders, will have no ero S 

for complaint, so far as his d t. 


ing the story is concerned. The oc. 
casions when he is absent from the 
screen are few, and even 
not facing the camera his unmistaka- 
ble voice frequentiy carries the his. 
tory of British shipbuilding in the 
Time’ manner, 
idea behind this one is obvi- 
building from going to the doxus aft 
the war. 


Besides Brook, Morland Graham, 
as a riveter, has the best acting op- 
portunities, and turns in a rkmane 


like performance as a_ fanatically 
loyal employe, unwavering in his 
faith in the ability of the boss to 
bring prosperity back to the Clyde, 
In the friendship between the mag- 
nate and the riveter a somewhut 
labored attempt is made to strike a 
human note that’s intensified when 
news comes of the death at sea of 
their sons. 


La Gallina Clueca 
(‘Cackling Hen’) 
(MEXICAN-MADE) 


Clasa-Mohme relense of Augustin J. Pink 


production, Stars Sara features Doe 
mingo Soler, Emma David oS 
Gloria Marin Directed dy Mernanedo de 
Muentes. Camera, Jorge Pornandes 


Raul Lavista and Mario \t 
New York, N. Y., Dex ning 
time, 120 MINS, 
Angwel Chapa: xo Soler 
Here is a light-hearted domestic 


story of a mother’s trials in rearing 
her four children. Since it carries 
no English titles, the film is suitable 
only ‘to those audiences understand- 
ing Spanish 

Sara Garcia plays a mother who's 
stranded with her youngsters in e 
broken-down jalopy. Domingo Soler 
comes along in his truck and plays 
the benefactor. The two middle-aged 


folk go into business and make a 
success. They finally marry upon 
official notification of the death of 


Miss Garcia's husband. 


The Augustin Fink production is 
competent with good direction by 
Fernando de Fuentas. Photography 


by Jorge Fernandez is okay, and 
supporting roles were capably han- 
dled by Soler, Emma Roldan and Da- 
vid Silva, though Miss Garcia is the 


| Stravinsky 
continued from page 1 


cert hardly mentioned it. AP -wriicr 
Tom Chase however, handling it as 
news, related how the audience, 
shocked at Stravinsky harmonies, re- 
fused to sing along as-is the custom. 


Traveler editor seized this angle, 
assigned a writer to the job, and 


printed a yarn implying that Stra- 
vinsky had ‘violated’ national stat- 
concerning treatment of the 
tune, and saying that 
awaiting only a complaint to make a 
pinch. 

Cops in turn picked this up, and 


were 


swarmed into Symphony Hall for re- 
peat concert to nab the composer if 
he played his arrangement. Mean- 


and all 


radios were tuned to the B.S.O. Sat- 


urday night to hear Stravinsky's 
‘massacre.’ 

Symphony manager, al ned by the 
uproar, however, persuaded compos- 
er a half hour before concert t'me 
to play the conventional arrange- 
ment, and this he did. The com- 
poser stated he had no intention of 
distorting the anthem, that he had 
| performed it elsewhere with very 
favorable comment, and that there 
was, so far as he interpreted the 


for | 
| the 


; with the melody 


laws, no violation of them whatever. 

This view was staunchly upheld by 
music critics out 
Stravinsky npered 


who pointed 
had not t: 


elf, had 


that 
not eme 
or 


ola- 


bellished it, added anything to it 
done anything else in specific \ 


| tion of the law, which is itself vague- 


lly phrased. 


was 


The arrangement 


merely one of harmonic character 


{and employed, to a certain extent, 


the dissonant intervals which are the 
composer’s natural idiom. 

The composer had tried to capture 
some of the archaic flavor of the 
harmonies of John Billings, the first 
American composer, and thus im- 
part an authentic American flavor 
to a tune which was. everyone 
knows, a bar-room ballad of 18th 
century England. In the considered 
opinion of Boston’s music critics, 
Stravinsky had actually given the 
national anthem a dignity and a mu- 
sical interest it had never previous- 
ly had. They pointed out, moreover, 
that every recitalist usually has a 
special arrangement of the anthem 
to perform prior to his concert, and 
that Stravinsky, who composed his 
own arrangement, was only carry- 
ing On a solidly entrenched tradi- 
tion, 


as 


> 
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Several Distribs at 
Info Dept. Over 


Sydney, Jan. 18. 

Plenty of ill feeling has arisen be- 
tween several distributors handling 
newsreels here and.the Department 
of Information on the covering and 
handling of the Teheran conference, 
filmed by Capt. Frank Hurley for 
the British Ministry of Informa- 
tion. Gaumont-British and 20th- 
Fox allege D. of I. scooped the dis- 
tributors, who handle international 


clips via arrangement with the O. of | 
lL. by putting out the Teheran reel | 


solo. 

Distribs at odds with D. of I. are 
Paramount, Metro, Universal, 
and Gaumont-British. 20th claims it 
was left with some 900 feet and G-B 
with about 1,000 feet of virtually 
useless Teheran material because of 
the solo handling by D. of I. 
Williamson, local rep for 
protested to Sir Ronald Cross, Brit- 
ish envoy, stationed at Canberra. D. 
of I. spokesman informed ‘Variety’ 
that the department never at any 
time attempted to scoop the distrib- 
uters and that its job was to work in 


harmony with all sections of the film | 


industry. Regarding the Teheran 
reels, he said instructions had been 
carried out covering handling of 
the reels and that the D. of I. had 
made 34 prints for local showings. 

National Films Council, compris- 
{ng exhibitors, distributors and D. of 
I. representatives, will meet to iron 
out this matter. 
storm arose because both U. S. and 
British distributors, with their own 


newsreel outfits here, feel that the | 


D. of I. action in issuing a ‘special’ 
for Aussie territory, 
ahead of their 
unfair 


own newsreels, was 


MEX NITERY BOOM 
CUES HIGH PRICES 


Mexico City, Jan. 11. 

Mexico City is being deluged with 
new night spots, and tabs have sky- 
rocketed. Some in the trade believe 
a rebound will occur shortly. Prices 
now compare with New York and 
London. 

Hotels also falling in line, cashing 
in on the heavy tourist trade, and 
rooms now going for as high as $8 a 
day, which is terrif for Mexico. 
ker prices fast going out of reach. 
Scotch now retailing from $9 to $10 
a fifth in liquor stores. Hotels and 
night spots getting more. 


Carpentier’s Nazi Ties 
Surprises U.S. Showfolk 


New York Times 
Berne (Switzerland), 
underground has added Georges 
Carpentier to its blacklist as a 
laborationisi,” is a surprise to U. S. 
showfolk who, while highly dubious 
of Maurice Chevalier, felt different 
about Carpentier. Some were aware 
of the fact that Carpentier had 
closed his popular bistro off the 
Champs Elysees, Paris, because he 
‘didn’t want to be placed in the 
awkward position of shaking hands 
with Nazi occupation officials. At 
least, that was his known feeling in 
the early days of the fall of France, 
although apparently he has shifted 
his sentiments. This is cited in con- 
trast to the attitude of Henry Lar- 
tigue, w.k. to U..S. and British va- 
people and showmen because 
of his associations with both the 
William Morris agency and Foster's 
agency of London, as their Paris rep 

TI » when Lartigi 
Was an associate of Clifford C 
Fischer, American repatriated to the 


just before the 


dispatch from 


riety 


collapse of the 


Lowlands and France, Both Fischer | 
and Lartigue operated the popular 
Maxim’s, Ambassadeurs and Ciro’s 
in Paris, and it’s no secret that Lar- 
tigue has grown wealthy catering.to 


the Nazis and the French collabora- 
tionists. Lartigue has always been 
a rabid anti-Bolshevist and a long- 


time friend of Franco, the Spanish 
fascist, which may have influenced 
his later ideology. His associate, 


Fischer, chose to ignore those politi- 
Ca} aspects so long as France and 
America were out of the war, but 
once in it their relations assumed 
different proportions. 
As regards Carpentier, 
Georges’ is described as ‘accepting 
collaborationist t adulation on the oc- 
casion of his 50th birthday. Amon 


those congratulating him at a Sadie 


demonstration in Paris were repre- 
sentatives of German boxing. He re- 
ceived a gold watch ‘bought by pub- 
lie subscriptions,’ 


20th | 


Alan | 
G-B, has. 


Apparently the. 


apparently | 


to their Australian accounts. | 


Lik- | 


that the French | 


‘col- | 


‘Georgeous’ 


Odds With Aussie 


Teheran Newsreels 
METRO MAY. TAKE OVER 


+ 


‘ST JAMES IN MELGOURNE 


Sydney, Jan. 18. 

Metro is reported nearing comple- 
tion on deal whereby it would buy 
the Fullers’ St. James theatre, Mel- 
|bourne. Metro now has the house on 
lease but is seeking to expand its 
theatre holdings in Australia. 
| Sir Ben Fuller denied to ‘Variety’ 
|that an offer had been made by 
Metro to purchase Fullers’ circuit of 
inine film theatre covering Perth, 
|; Melbourne, Adelaide and Newcastle. 
| The U. S. film company now operates 
seven first-run houses in Aussie ter- 
ritory but apparently is seeking ad- 
ditional outlets. 


Leo M. Devaney, Canadian divi- 


,sion sales manager for RKO Radio| 


| Pictures, has been elected president 


tributers Association. 


Devaney Heads Can. Ass’n 


of the Canadian Motion Picture Dis- | 


He succeeds the late James P| 


O'Loghlin. 


| ‘Lifeboat’ 
| Continued frem page 2 


that the Nazi 


‘pressed the view 
|character should 
audiences ‘iiot to underestimate the 
enemy.’ 
Writers’ War Board Scrutiny 
Meanwhile, the Writers’ War Board 
is looking into the situation. 


weekly 
What- 


at the regular 
(Wednesday). 


considered 
meeting today 


teach American | week run of 


Argentine Anti-Alien Actor 
Ruling Hits Mex Troupes 


Mexico City, Jan. 11. 

Argentine’s anti-foreign perform- 
ers’ drive most likely to ban Mexi- 
can players from starting South 
American tours. New Argentine pol- 
icy limits foreigners work period in 
that republic to 30 days. 

It costs $1,150 to plane from Mex- 
ico City to Buenos Aires, which is 
prohibitive for Mexican artists for 
30-day dates. 


Crash Dive’ Big 
$13,200 in B. A. 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 1. 


U. S. and nationally-made pictures 
were pretty well neck to neck in 
b.o. grosses at first-run houses here 
during December, ‘La Guerra La 
Gano Yo,’ the new Pepe Arias com- | 
edy produced by Lumiton, was the} 
best allround, pulling in over psc 
to the Ambassador on its first week | 


jand holding up strongly for the | 
second with approximately $6,000. 
| Several Hollywood-made films did | 


equally well on the first week but | 
did not carry over. 

Other estimates, all given in Ar- 
gentine pesos, currently at about 30c | 


S. follow: 


| 41,400: 2.50: 2.00). 


Various | lowed by 
of its members saw the picture over, Which while o.k. for a national, didn’t | 40 ond 


| 


Ambassador (Lautaret & Cavallo) | 
‘Carmen’ (Sono). 
Did all right with 14,000 and 12,000 
on last weeks. Total for the seven- 
this Nini Marshall 
starrer was 173,000 which is probably 
tops for any national during the past | 
year. ‘La Guerra La Gano Yo’! 
(Lumiton) opened with 30,000, fol- | 
second week of 20,000) 


the weekend, and the matter will be | compare with the Marshall film’s 52,- | 
| 000 opening. | 


Ideal (Lococo) (950: 3.00: 2.50). 


ever other action, if any, the board| ‘Watch on the Rhine’ (WB). Opened 


may take in regard to the picture, it | last month to 22,000. 


| will be rated, according to its rela- | 
tive propaganda value, in -the next | 
issue of the organization's bulletin. 
Although Steinbeck expressed ex- 
treme disapproval of the way his 
ioriginal story was adapted for 
screen, 
ito have been as much at the treat- 
ment of other characters and 
dents as at the handling of the Nazi} 
| captain. Not only is the Nazi 
quite unlike the Steinbeck creation, 
but the part of the Negro steward, 
played by Canada Lee, has been cut 
way down and given less stature and 
sympathy. The characters 
aristocratic woman, played by Tallu- 
‘lah Bankhead, and the tycoon, played 
by Henry Hull, are in the Steinbeck 
script obvious portraits of public fig- 


the | opened last week, did a strong 
his objections are understood | 


inci- | 505: 2 50: 


| strong 44.000 opening 


of the’ 


ures, but they are changed for the 
screen. And the parts played by | 
John Hodiak and William Bendix 


are also great altered, it is held. 
| Steinbeck wrote the ‘Lifeboat’ orig- 
;inal from an idea suggested by Hitch- 
cock. After completing the script, 
he went to North 
correspondent for the N. Y. 
Tribune, and knew nothing of the 
creen treatment or production unti! 
picture at a preview 
before the New York pre- 
screen treatment of the 
was written by Jo 


he saw the 
shortly 
miere The 
orig al story 
Swe ng. 


Current London Shows 


London, Jan. 18. 
‘Acacia Avenue,’ Vaudeville 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Strand. 
‘Blow Own Trumpet,’ Play! 
‘Dancing Years,’ Adeltp! 
‘Dark River,’ White i. 
‘Flying Colors,’ Lyric. 
‘Hi-De-Hi,’ Sioll. 
‘It’s Foolish But Fun,’ Coliseum. 
‘It’s Time Winter 
‘Junior Miss,’ Saville. 
‘Landslide,’ estminste: 
‘Lisbon Stery.’ 
‘Live for Leve,’ Haymarket. 
‘Lottie Dundass,’ Cambridge 
‘Month in the Country,’ St. 
‘Moon Is Down,’ Whitehall. 
‘Mr, Bilfrey,’ Playhouse 
‘My Sister Eiieen,’ Savoy. 
“Pink String,’ Duke of York’s 
‘Quiet Week-Erd,’ Wyndham’s. 
‘She Follows Me About,’ Garrick. 
‘Something in the Air,’ Palace. 
‘Strike a New Note,’ Wales. 
‘Sweet and Lew,’ Ambassador. 
‘The Fur Coat,’ Comedy. 
‘They Came to a City,’ Globe. 
‘War and Peace,’ Phoenix. 
Aldwych 


James. 


je ‘Watch on the Rhine,’ 


|‘Jitteryigs’ (20th) 


| cause heavy 


Did only 11,000 
on its second week, eight on its third, 
land five on its last, principally be- 
dialogue made it diffi- 
filmgoers to follow. 
(WB) which 
36,000. 
and will continue for several weeks. 

Rex (Cordero, Cavallo & Lautaret) 
2.00). ‘Crash Dive’ (20th). 

over after opening last’ 
did nicely, drawing 20,000 
second week, after a 
‘The Sky’s the 


local 
Nymph’ 


cult for 
‘Constant 


Holding 
| month, 
for its six day 


Limit’ (RKO) was the best of the | 
month thereafter, pulling in 29,000. | 


‘Hatter’s Castle’ (Par), and ‘My 
Friend Flicka’ (20th) which followed, 
rated about 20,000 each. 

Ocean (Coll, Gatti & Cia). (2,800; 
2.00; 1.50). Generally indifferent! 
month here with I Walked With a 
Zombie’ (RKO) best of the lot for an 
o.k. 18,000. Laurel and Hardy's 
was a weak 12,000, 


lbut ‘Appointment in Berlin’ (Col.) 


for its 
Africa as a war | 
Herald | 


drawing 16,000 
10,000 on its 


did somewhat better, 
first week and 


holdover stanza. 


Opera (Lococo) (2.400; 2.50; 2.00). 
Final week of the month was the 
best here. Above Suspicion’ (M-G), 
aided by star names, did 30.000. 
‘Bataan’ (M-G), which preceded. 
dipped to 20,000, just under ‘Hit the 


Tee’ (U) which 


somewnat 


preceded it. Opening 
better results 


week had 


with ‘Youngest Profession’ (M-G) 
pulling in a fair 23,000. 

Normandie (‘Lococo) (1,400; 2.00; 
1.50) Mostly repeat or 
ries here. ‘Random Harvest’ (M-G). 
Finishing off its third and last week 

-price first-run, did 14,000 afte: 

prev le 16000 and 15.006 grosse 
‘Tennessee on’ (M-G), 
A} ne Wa onl 
able to p 10.000 Sherlock 
Hol Vie oOo! ‘ rro! 
(U) lowe Wins 
ibe 7.500 I M (M-G). On 
iC} il a 8.{ 

Monumental (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) 
(1.300: 00) Nati and 
Holl yvwood-madeé here both weak. 
‘Crash Dive’ (20t1) in repeat pop- 

| price first-run drew 7,000 and ‘Oro 

en la Mano” (Pampa), a new Nna- 
tional which opened the month, at- 
itracted only 11.000, just about the 
same as ‘Carmen’ (Sono), moving 
over after a strong 7 weeks’ run at 
the Ambassador 

Broadway (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(2,853; 2.50; 2.00). Disappointing 


| business 


‘Stormy 


all the way around. | 
Weather’ (20th) pop-price first-run | 
teed off the month with 6,000 and 
‘Schoo] for Husbands’ (Col.) which} 
followed, did aboui the same. ‘Sky's 
the Limit’ (RKO), moving over for | 
pop-price run from o.k. premiere | 
at the Rex. was somewhat better for | 
7,000 but ‘You Can't 


,ernment report announces the num- 


Carr Quits As UA Director in England: 


Reported Joining Rank As Sales Head 


eign distribution division came rap- 
idly last week as E. T. (Teddy) Carr 
resigned as UA managing director in 


Ottawa, Jan. 18. | quished that post. Carr has long 


Canada’s National Film Board due! been reported dickering with J. Ar- 
to move into new, modern $500,000 | | thur Rank for an important spot in 
stone building—as soon as the war} | his British production-distribution- 
is over. | exhibition organization. 

Plans just completed call for smart; With Kelly discontinuing super- 
structure with 500-seat theatre to be vision of UA foreign sales, though 
situated in suburban Hull, Quebec, | remaining a UA v.p. and member of 
opposite Ottawa across the Ottawa} the board of directors, Walter Gould 
river | carries on, aS heretofore, as UA for- 

NFB divisions at present located in' eign manager. 
four separate buildings, main build- David Coplan, who has been han- 
ing having once been a sawmill, an- | dling distribution for UA in Toronto, 
other a school, third a garage ‘and ‘is scheduled to take temporary 
the fourth a newspaper office and | | charge of British affairs for UA until 
bank. a permanent managing director for 
Great Britain is appointed. 

Announcement of the change in 
Kelly's duties came after he had ar- 
}rived in England for confabs with 


Mexico’s Tourist Trade 


Was Disappointing i in 1943. Rank. Kelly, according to the an- 
| will reportedly assume 
Mexico City, Jan. 11. [pevorontnepie of television activities’ 

- Tourist trade last year while good | for UA. 


was not as big as expected. A gov- gins 
Report Carr Joining Rank 
London, Jan. 18. 

Understood here that Teddy Carr 
relinquished his post as managing 
director for United Artists to join J. 
Arthur Rank. Although Carr had 
two years still to go on his contract 
with UA, it is reported that his de- 
parture was amicable and that the 
teal was arranged by Arthur Kelly 
‘at Rank’s request. It is believed that 
Kelly came over specially for this 
purpose ir 

Rank is forming a distribution or- 


ber of visitors to Mexico in 1943 at 
95,018, mostly Americans. 

Most of last year’s tourists were 
summer visitors and, on the whole, 
good spenders. 


Phil Reisman in London 


London, Jan. 18. 
RKO foreign sales 
arrived here from the! 


Phil Reisman, 
chief, has 
States. 

Bob Woolf is slated to retain his 


_the other school of thought. along the 


ganization in America to sell top 

main ,Fhere as managing director for | English product. Some of these pic- 

the United Kingdom and the conti- | tures have already been completed, 
nent. | while others are in the making. 

Carr, likely to be appointed head 

,of the sales force for Rank, is ex- 


pected to leave for America shortly, 
| joining Barrington Gain, who remains 
‘in the U. S. to handle finances. 


| Scold for Sinatr 


Continued from page 1 =———— 


Kelly is staying in England pend- 
jurisdiction is concerned.” The/ing arrival of David Coplan from 
minutes were fleeting and it was|/Canada. Sydney. Jackson, assistant 


getting close to his broadcast time. 
At Foote, Cone & Belding agency the 
boys were frantically clawing the! 
air for a fill or standby. Then came 
the break. Frankie thought better of 
his hasty ultimatum and back to the | 
studio he hopped. All hands sighed | 
deeply and some made tracks for the} 
dispensary. There the boys started 
hashing the thing over, one olan 
teering that the swooner had been 
badly advised. Some were inclined to 


to Carr, has, meantime, taken over. 


35,000,000-FT. RAW. 
FILM FOR MEX PROD. 


Mexico City, Jan. 11. 

Film productionsin 1944 will not 
have to be curtailed as at first feared. 

The office of the U. S. Coordinator 
of Inter-American Affairs has ar- 
'ranged for 35,000,000 feet of. raw 
stock to be imported from north of 
the Rio Grande. 


lines of what the APRA official had 
said, ‘believing his own publicity, 
ete.’ | 
Playing the big studio, as he does 
for his vitamin show, also has its 
drawbacks. Uniess the bebby 
sockers desist from whinnying and 
screaming every time Frankie lets 
go from the lip, the Army has de- 
creed that none of the records of that | 


on Heads 23d 


ae Show in Rio 


By PHIL DUNNING 
Dec. 22. 


Jean Sa 


show will be shipped overseas for) Rio de Janeiro, 

the armed force Despite pre- New show at the Golden Room of 
broadcast warning to the kids in the Copacabana Casino, titled ‘Car- 
audience there has been no appre-| nival,’ will open Jan. 1 with Jean 
ciably letting-up of the childish out-| Sablon heading the company. Sec- 
cries. If anyone has ideas as how to. ond billing goes to a newcomer trom 
stifle the youngsters’ emotions. J.| Buenos Aires, Margarida Kenny, 
Walter Thompsonites wish they ‘Carnival’ willbe the 23d show Max 
would come forward with them,| Stukart has staged here. 

They've tried everything and nothing Sr. Rollo expects to open_one wing 


has worked of his enormous Quitandinha project 


Take It With| weeks averaging about 6,000 per. 


Frankly speaking, Frankie is their; about the middle of January, with 
problem child. some name attractions from the 
St: 

| ‘A G ta D’Alem-Mar’ is packing 

‘Barbara Bennett lJ them into the Teatro Joao Caetano 

ii ‘ ‘ 4 

okayed two weeks pay, from sala tative I e, has returned from (¢ e. 

R ati \ pra to Ex VI f ] ra ae I I his 

Bennett was 18 upset 

one performance because she The mystery of the missing Nona 

|could not reach | children by tele- Massey $7,000 ring has been solved. 

phone. She formerly married | She says, “It was only a press story.’ 

to Morton Downey, who was give; But the taxi drivers outside the 
custody of the youngsters when she, Glory hotel are still hunting for it. 


and the singer were divorced. 3urton Davis, who has been head- 

Miss Bennett and Randall were re-| jng the Brazilian War Bond drive 

placed by Margaret Eckman and here, was suddenly called back to 


Warren Lyon There were no per- the States owing to illness of Mrs. 
formances Tuesday and Wednesday ' Davis. 

(18-19) so that ‘new lines could bi What brings May Flowers, is what 
rehearsed,’ according to the manager. | Rio has had nothing else but. for the 


| 1. 
— !past week. 


You’ (Col.) on rerelease, just ‘The Bride’s Dress.’ by Nelson 
pushed above the 5,000 mark. | Rodrigues, has been rehearsing for 
Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 2.50;' five weeks and finally opens next 


200) “Gendarme 
(Mex.). moving over from the 
Opera for pop-price first-run, poked 
along through its fourth to sevent 


week at the Municepal Opera. 

New publication here Rio Maga- 
zine as slick a job as anything we 
have at home. Cassio Horta, theatrie 
| cal agent, is the publisher. 
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PARAMOUNT Will Help Bond For Every Seat—A 
For Each Victory... And Well Be Marching In The March Of Dimes, Too 
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Honored Bondsmen of the Day | How to Use Seat Chart 


By ERNEST EXMERLING 
Harry Suchman, Ritz  theatre,¢ (Asst. Dir. Advertising and Pub- 


4th WAR LOAN 


Wednesday. January 19, 1944 


Staten Island, N. Y.—Activities here 
include the organization of business, 
fraternal, and club groups, each with 


a quota to reach. Up to Jan. 15 
$100,000 had been pledged. An at- 


tempt to double the quota will be 
made. Bond, stage and screen show 
is scheduled Feb. 8. with the house 
sealed to gross $800,000. Merchan- 
dise donated by business groups to 
be auctioned off to highest bidders 
Jan. 31. Parades have been arranged 
with civic groups participating. 
Lobby and booths are manned at all 
times by uniformed AWVS. girls. 
Trailers screened at all shows sup- 
plemented by talks. 

Lecla Davis, Boulevard theatre, 
Los Angeles.—By Jan. 1 the Boule- 
vard had a bond booth and display 
in the foyer, with banners, marquee 
and valance set in Fourth Loan 
copy. A mobile unit for house-to- 
house canvas was arranged for and 
two®days weekly for bond selling in 
two schools added to the itinerary. 
Bond rallies at two churches have 
the full cooperation of local mer- 
chants and professional men. At 
least one theatre rally has been 
planned by the Merchants Associa- 
tion, in addition to bond sales by 
theatre staff during every perform- 
ance. 

Louis Sharinsky, Dallas. From 
him comes word that he has 1,052 
bonds practically signed, sealed and 
waiting for delivery as soon as the 
bond preems start. 

Randolph Miller, Strand, New 
Britain, Conn. — Bond solicitations 
being made by members of women's 
clubs and organizations of various 
kinds, such as auxiliary policemen 
and women, air raid wardens, Amer- 
ican legionnaires and vet organiza- 
tions. Lions, Rotarians and 
civic groups are cooperating in the 
sale of bonds. Rallies on the stage 
with prominent speakers will be 
held. The entire theatre is dressed 
in a bond atmosphere. A lobby dis- 
play with names of localites killed in 
the service has copy next to 


Now So That They Will Not Have 
Died in Vain.’ 

Richard Feldman, Keith’s 
cuse.—Theatre dressed in a 
motif with women from the 
ens Victory Centre selling 
Front is decorated with flags of the 
United Nations and_ posters 
streamers on the marquee. Theatre 


Sy ra- 
bond 
Wom- 


held at Loew’s State with local serv- | 


ice heroes on stage selling bonds. 
Special Loan film being used at every 
show, and all ads are slugged with 
bond copy. All employees are 
pledged for an additional bond dur- 
ing the drive. Special rallies away 
from theatres arranged with the 
help of the local WAC. Public 
schools have been enlisted in the 
drive. Penny postcards have been 
mailed to previous bond buyers so- 
liciting additional purchases arid of- 
fering theatre’s facilities. Attendant 
at theatre answers all calls with, 
‘Have You purchased an extra bond? 


We are ready to serve you.’ Promot- | 


ing a newspaper contest 
s of bonds; radio talks 


Top stunt is a 


plugging 
arranged. 
via 


ale 


broadcast short 
from London from 
there urging the purchase 
from ‘you folks back home.’ 
Stein, Rockne theatre, Chi- 
Ilt—Theatre using a 
surrounding it .completely 
bond sales. Cashier sells stamps and 
bonds. Plugs made during amateur 


vave local boys 


now of 
bonds 
Ben 


cago, 


shows. 
local merchants have displays and 
local newspapers carry bond copy in 
their ads. Theatre ran a 10c war 
which each child that at- 
tended two consecutive matinees re- 
ceived a 10c war stamp and a book 
‘o save them 


matinee at 


in. 
H. J. Royster, Portland, Ore-— 

Has arranged with first run down- 

town Portland theatres to stage a 


gigantic joint bond preem with the- | 


atres completely ‘bond decorated.’ 
Theatre staff meetings are frequent- 
ly held to pep up the bond sales. 
From every indication the theatre's 
1,500 seats will be sold out. News- 
Papers and radio have been ex- 
tremely cooperative and have given 
lots of space to the drive. Speakers 
are on stage every night. Names of 
bond buyers are inscribed on special 
scroll to be displayed during the en- 
tire drive. 
More Interstaters Go In 
Dallas, Jan. 18. 

¥ Interstate Circuit lost several of 
its staff to the service. Booking of- 
fice gave up Dobbs Reynolds and 
Vean Gregg to the navy and Jimmy 
Brassell to the marines. From the 
main office Linn Harri was inducted 
into army. 


other | 


| vited 
names 


saying: ‘In Memoriam. .*:.Buy Bonds | 


bonds. | 


and | 


tors, 
lof the industry's Fourth 


canopy | 


plugging | 


All windows and counters of | 


Bonds for Babies 


Voting in the RKO Theatres 
Baby Beauty Bond contest (met- 
ropolitan N. Y. area and West- 
chester ), started yesterday 
(Tues.) in conjunction with the 
opening of the film industry 
Fourth War Loan campaign. 

Purchasers of bonds at RKO 
theatres for the continuation of 


the drive will receive votes to 
be used on behalf of their fa- 
vorite baby. A $25 bond is 


worth 100 votes, with bonds of 
higher value rating in propor- 
tion. It is not necessary to buy 
admission in RKO theatres to 
purchase a bond, to vote or to 
enter a child in the contest. 
Entrants are being taken until 
Jan. 23. 


Irving Berlin Hosts 
Mononede Dancer-Hero 


At Lunch, ‘Army’ Show 


Irving Berlin reports from Bourne- | 


mouth, England, on the most emo- 
tional incident of his life which was 
even more effective than a similar 
episode in his own picture, ‘This Is 
the Army.’ 

Berlin took time out from tour of 
‘Army’ show, currently in England, 
to visit Capt. Henry W. Dick, AAF 
bombardier who lost his leg in a 
bomber crash returning from a raid 
on Cermany. 

Dick was a dancer who had ap- 
peared in several Broadway shows 
among them ‘Thumbs Up,’ ‘Leave It 
to Me.’ ‘Keep Off the Grass,’ ‘Higher 
and Higher, ‘All in Fun’ and ‘On 
Your Toes.’ 

Berlin lunched with Dick and in- 
him to be his guest at that 
evening’s performance of ‘Army’ in 
Bristol. 

Duplication of film’s episode took 
place when Dick joined the group 
on stage for the finale and stood with 


| the cast during the playing of ‘The 


'Star Spangled Banner’ and ‘God 
Save the King.’ Thus providing a 
real life take on the scene in the 


picture where George Murphy joins 


ete ‘ : q i his buddies on stage in the finale. 
participating in a bond preem to be 


15 Points fer Exhibs 


War activities Committee has is- 
sued a 15-point reminder to exhibi- 
covering all important phases 
War Loan 
Following points are em- 


campaign. 
phasized: 
1. Read your Fourth 


press book thoroughly. 


War Loan 


2. Make your theatre an _ issuing 
agent, 
3. Develop new ideas for your 


campalsn. 


4. Set your showmanship efforts 
high enough to win a place among 
the ‘Honored Hundred.’ 

5. Start blacking out your seat 
chart with immediate and regular 


bond sales. 
6. Schedule one or more bond pre- 
mieres. 


7. Invite local service heroes to 
| your stage for bond rallies. 

8. Stimulate bond selling compe- 
tition amons staff. 

9. Use the Fourth War Loan ac- 
cessorie 

10. Keep your bond booth active 

11. Work out cooperative Fourth 
War Loan ideas with your news- 
papers, radio stations, retail mer- 
chants 

12. Slug your ads with bond copy. 

13. Hang the Treasury Depart- 
ment red. white and blue Fourth 
War Loan seal in your boxoffice. 


14. Plan an all-out, one-day bond 
push, calling in all other bond sell- 
ing agencies as suggested on page 16 
of the press book. 

15. Buy extra bonds yourself and 
ask your employees to do likewise. 


Lt. Cmdr. Doug Fairbanks 
Awarded Silver Star Medal 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

Lt. Cmdr. Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.., 
was awarded the Silver Star medal 
by the Navy, it was announced here 
Sunday (16). 

He received the award for ‘out- 
standing service during action at Sa- 
lerno’ where the 5th Army estab- 
lished its first beachhead in the in- 
vasion of Italy. 


licity, Loew’s Theatres) 


interest of motion 
in the Fourth War 
| Loan campaign to sell as many 
‘E’ bonds as possible. As a means 
; to this end, the goal has been set— 
‘A Bond For Every Seat.’ Primarily, 
| this is our inter-industry quota, but 
, the public can be invited to partici- 
pate through the graphic lobby dis- 
play .idea illustrated in the cam- 
;paign book and now being installed 
in hundreds of theatres. 

Bond buyers are asked to buy an 


The principal 
| picture theatres 


is 


have the name of sOmeone in serv- 
ice inscribed on a huge seating chart 
erected in the theatre lobby. Some 
theatres have amplified the slogan— 
‘A Bond For Every Seat— a Hero 
For Every Seat.’ 

The size of your seating chart en- 
,largement must be determined by 
| space limitations. For smaller lob- 
| bies, a 40x60 may be used, however 
| If space is available, the chart 
; should approximate a six-sheet. A 
| few of the larger theatres are plan- 
ning 24-sheets. On the larger d's- 
plays the name of the serviceman or 
woman may be written into a square 
The smaller charts will have to b> 
filled in with water color or gummed 
stickers. 
| Showmen believe that the seating 
;chart blowup in theatre lobbies is 
/one of the most colorful and show- 
| manly ideas of the Fourth War Loan 
| campaign, To thoroughly dramatize 
| the seating chart, plans have been 
| put in operation for a nationwide in- 
| troduction of these charts from the- 
| atre stages as an important part of 
| 
| 


the ‘kickoff’ night celebrations end 
bond rallies. To utilize the all-im- 
portant ‘opening night’ in the most 
dramatic manner possible, theatres 
will keep the seating chart on their 
stage completely draped, unveiling it 
only at the start of their bond sales. 


Seat Charts 


ae continued from page 4 


| ties are planned for each day of the 
drive. This is the type of showman- 
ship that we should all get behind. 
It can be just as effective for you in 
your towns and maybe more so than 
in busy Times Square. 


lic per seat to finance the display 
well as a series of five bond- 
selling advertisements in eight news- 
papers. This idea is adaptable down 
to the smallest situation where a 


as 


square or principal intersection, 

‘Get your theatres together 
| cities and towns all over your 
j} and erect a bondboard along similar 


lines,’ 


in 


8th Service Command 
Holds 3-Day ‘School’ 
On Show Biz Technique 


Camp Hood. Texas, Jan. 18 
A three-day conference was held 
here last hich wa ttended 
enlisted men and WAC’s 
in the 8th Service Command under 
orship of the Special S 
| Division Confab attended 
over 600. 
Purpose of the gat 
acquaint the GI's in the 
1 senting soldier ith the lim- 
ited amount of available talent, time 
and to be found in the 
especially in outfits. 
Many in rmerly 
profe ional actors, danc- 
lif 


week 


by variou 


Spon 
was by 
hering was to 
art of pre- 


shows 


material 
overseas 
attendance were f 
directo 
and technicians in civilian fe. 
under guidance of Lt. 
Young, of Special 
Hedy Lamarr wa 
part in pro- 


ing Was 
Marvin 


Divis 


presen ana 


the 
ion. 
took the 
npha was placed on the neces- 
itions, 
the 


sity for simplicity, impro\ 


imagination and tion ‘in 
| presentation of soldier shows. Capt 
MacMullen master of cere- 
monies. Speaking on the subject of 
radio techniques and _ improvised 
methods of radio presentation was 
Norman Corwin, director of CBS ra- 
dio workshop. 

Barry Trivers, script writer, of- 
fered helpful hints scripting. 
Dance director Leroy Prinz spoke 
|/on methods of adaptation to Army 
show. Cpl. Harold J. Rome, the 
composer, also participated. 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Fred Bethel. 


sugge 


was 


Perry Como. 
| Jack Douglas. 


| Fred L. Lynch. 


extra bond during the campaign and | 


Feature Pix Turned Over to GI's 


_ ‘Just Selling Bonds’ 

Charles Reagan, Paramount 
sales manager, told B. V. Sturdi- 
vant, Fourth War Loan campaign 
director, that the industry drive 
has slowed down deals. 

Reagan said, ‘Everybody in the 
film industry is so busy selling 
bonds they haven't much time 
for talking business.’ 


‘New York theatres are putting up | 


seat-chart can be posted in the town | 


siate 


‘i'vice 


a.m. 
| Men’s 
| Field. 


Plenty of Ex-Pros In 


Okla. Air Command’s 
‘Our Wing’ Musicomedy 


Oklahoma City. Jan. 18. 

Show business came to Oklahoma 
City in a big way last week via the 
Army with the presentation of ‘Un- 
der Our Wing,’ an original musical 
comedy by the Oklahoma City Air 
Service Command, Tinker Field, with 
a cast of civilians, soldiers and 
WACs stationed or employed at the 
Field. 

Show was conceived by the Public 
Relations Office here under Capt. 
Richard T. Martin, ex-aviation editor 
of the Oklahoma City Times. and 
Lt. Stan Pate, former sports staffer 
of the same paper. It was 
and originally directed by Sgt. Dan 
Ryan, veteran CBS producer out of 


Chicago, who was called to OCS at | 


Miamj Beach when rehearsals got 
under way.. He was replaced by 
Frank Lynch (ex-Keller Sisters and 
Lynch), now sales manager of 
KTOK in Oklahoma City. 


Musical featured 12 original tunes | 


which are being considered by sev- 
eral publishers. Among the song- 
writers were Pfc. Reginald Ryan. ex- 


1| Russ Carlisle pianist; Frank Lynch 
| and Sgt. Dan Ryan. 


Show played five capacity per- 
formances at Shrine Aud, one cf the 
five being a swing shift show at 1:30 
Proceeds go to the Enlisted 
Recreation Fund at Tinker 


Ameng the principals were Set. 
Michael Ellis, ex-legiter last seen in 
road company of ‘My Sister Eileen’; 
WAC-Pvt. Shirley Jena, daughter of 
Morry Brennan, mid-western band- 
leader now at the Jung hotel, New 
Orleans: Sgt. Sam 
nitery press agent from Philadelphia. 


Civilian principals included ‘Toby 
Wilson, old-time vauder (‘Lonesome 
Town,’ ‘Cottonworth & Co.. ‘Oh! 


Henry’), who handled the comedy 
lead. In addition to his war work at 
the Air Depot he is featured on 
KOMA’s ‘Bluff Creek Roundup’ Sat- 


| urday evening visual audience show. 

Pit orchestra was the Tinker Field 
Air Forces band led by Tech. Sgt 
Loy S. Foster, ex-Bobby Byrne side- 
man, which numbers several ex 
pros among its member Orch hi: 
gained a wide reputation locally, 
where it has played at all types of 
service dances. 

Show's tunes were arrang: 
Pyt. Ray Pearl, bandleade host 
organization, sans leader. t! 
Melody Miil Ballroom in Chicago 
with a CBS wire. He also aided in 
direction of the 50-person mixed 


| chorus. 


At conclusion of show’s run a 20- 
‘town tour of Oklahoma under the 
auspices of the State War’ Bond 


Committee was planned but had to 


be canceled temporarily beca ol 
the expense of transporting sets and 
cast 
L.A. to N.Y. 
Solly Baiano, 


George Bagnall. 
Lucille Ball, 
Major Si Bartlett 
Albert J. Cohen. 
Jack Cohn. 

Ned Depinet. 

Al K. Hall. 

Mrs. Mark Hellinger. 
Sam Jaffe. 
Idwall Jones. 
Ben Kalmenson. 
Charles Leonard. 
Sam Levine. 
Virginia Lotito. 
Allen Meltzer. 
Stanley North. 
Abe Schneider. 
Louis Shurr, 
‘Lee Sullivan. 
Alec Templeton. 
Jean Verdugo. 
Virginia Wallace. 


tures 
| antique titles, contrary to the beefs 


Bushman, former | 


and 


Washington, Jan 18. 
The first comprehensive picture of 


| the huge gift of 16 mm. films by Hol- 


Ivwood to the armed forces for over- 


seas screenings is contained in a 
report issued last Sunday (16) by 
WAC. 


The report also discloses that the 
industry has been giving new pic- 
and has not been unloading 


made by some servicémen abroad. 
From the outbreak of war to Dee. 

31, 1943, the industry presented 9,507 

programs’ in 16 mm. This means 


| 9507 prints of feature pix, together 


with accompanying shorts and news- 
reels to round out the programs. In 
addition to the features, 13.0627 prints 
of shorts were donated. <A _ break- 
dewn shows the following: 

During 1943, the industry de- 
livered to the Army Overseas Ex- 
change in New York 6.142 prints of 
218 current features. Thee included 
5,089 prints of 176 features produced 
in 1943 for commercial release in 
1943-44, and 920 prints of 42 pix pro- 
duced late in 1942 and celivered to 
the Army during the first quarter of 
1943. 


In 1942, the industry presented 
1.436 prints of 272 feetures to the 
Army Overseas Exchange in New 


York. These features were produced 


either in 1942 or during the closing 
written | 


months of 1941. In addition, during 
1942-43, 677 prints were delivered to 
the Army in London. 

Finally, Army Special Services 
specifically requested prints of a 
large number of outstancing films of 
former years for use on transports 
and for supplementary showings 
abroad. Hollywood gave 1,252 prints. 

Here, apparently, is one of the 
sources of the charres that the serv- 
icemen are getting old pix. The 
other apparently, is covered by old 
films sold abroad commercially. Hol- 
Ivwood is still circulating films more 
than five years old to theatres in 
different countries. It is known that 
American soldiers visited theatres in 
North Africa and saw stuff of the 
Rin-tin-tin era, paying gocd money 


at the boxoffice for the privilege. 
In their beefs, soldiers forgot to 


mention where they saw 
tures. 


these pic- 


Eseuire’s Jazz Contest 
Hypos Bond Sale at Met 


Last night (Tues.) at the Metropol- 
itan opera house the hepeats. through 


Esquire mag's jazz promotion, took 
over for the first time this inner 
sanctum of musical resnectability. It 
was the opening dev of the Fourth 
War Loan diive. isquire tied 
into this by having t inners of 
the Esquire 1944 All-American Jazz 
Zand Poll give a Jem $ on with 
admission by e bond, 
$25 to $100. Five d ale 
of tickets Vi in ouse 
wa completely sol out 6.000 
way 
i@ radio LIe€UDS On on 
included Coca-Cola’ not t’ pro- 
picked up air 
ith Benny Goodman ]} from 
California and rece} ard 
on the air from director Archie Mayo 
of 20th-Fox. WHN carvri the pro- 
gram for one-holf ir Spot- 
light’ went off the a nd WNEW 
for o1 hour. Both BBC and OWI 
re oadcast tne e! ) ert 
An unus ! yn ot 1 ipere- 
z promotion was covera by Life, 
Click, Pic, Tin 5 
papel 
Robeli Goffin pre ed 1e 
to tne ! ¢ 
$500 bonds to the first winners 
$100 bonds to second « 
plu ol? and silver E-ky Siat- 
uettes. Those who particinated in 
the concert were Lionel Hampton, 
Louis Armstrong, Jack Teagarden, 
Billie Holiday, Coleman Hawkins, 
Art Tatum, Mildred Bailey, Barney 
Bigard, Al Casey, Oscar Pettifor(, 


Red Norvo, Teddy Wilson, Sidney 
Catlett and Roy Eldridge. Wilson 
and Eldridge were guest artists. 
Leonard Feather, jazz authority, 
was musical coordinator for Esquire, 
with Ed Dukoff handling the Met, the 
war bond tieups plus all radio, press 
newsreel promotion. Feather 
also emceed. Goffin, author of the 
soon due ‘(Doubleday Doran) book 


| on jazz ‘From Congo to the Metro- 


politan,’ chairmaned the board of 
judges. 
Around $500,000 in sales was re- 


alized from the event. 
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FREE TO BOND BUYERS 


The Treasury's War Finance Committee ie printing millions ef dup- 
ticates of these shields, in red, white and blue, which will be 
given te bond buyers. You cen get all you want frem. yeur lecal 
War Finance Committee... Get ‘em. Yeur patrens will went ‘emt 


This space contributed by Columbia Pictures Corp. 
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State, N. 

Don Redman Orch (16) with 
Dolores Brown, Dick Vance; Heck e | 
& Jive, Holmes & Jeanne, Una Mae | 
Carlisle, Harris & Hunter, Willie | 
Bryant; ‘No Time for Love (Par). | 

j 

Apollo is transplanted to the State 
this week. Don Redman’s orchestra, | 
fresh from a long run at the Cafe} 
Zanzibar, on Broadway, heads a! 
combination of acts that form an| 
over-long and’ too heavily peopled | 
show that’s long on singing and} 
dancing and short on entertainment | 
value. 

Redman’s group, consisting of six | 
brass, five sax, four rhythm, has the 
advantage of the leader's outstand- | 
ing arrangements, but that. pilus aj 
solid beat, is all it has. However, | 
for the way it is used ‘here it is ade- | 
quate. Redman does two numbers | 
in the entire layout in addition to} 
the opener, both okay because of the 
arranging, and does a capable job of 
accompanying the acts. 

Willie Bryant, an Apollo standby 
recently returned from an offshore 
trip for the USO, me’s. In Harlem 
he’s hot stuff, but at the State he’s 
considerably cooler, doing nothing 
until near the finale wien a takeoff 
on a gal travelling, ‘From Brooklyn 
to the Bronx’ and getting dressed 
for a date, gets a few laughs. 

Opening act is Heckle and Jive. 
pair of tapsters and gag men who 
waste a long time doing nothing. 
Their best contribution is rhythm 
and fast challenge taps to close. 
Holmes and Jeanne make a better 
impression, but the wild accompani- 
ment by Redman hurts. Holmes 
(former Rubberneck Holmes) is 
now doing a sort of magi act, exhal- 
ing great gobs of smoke from com- 
paratively few pufis on a_ cigaret. 
His partner is on for fast terps, in 
which ‘ne partakes to finish. 

Una Mae Carlisle does compara- 
tively littlhe and makes an okay im- 
pression singing and accompanying 
herself on piano. She does ‘Walking 
By the River’ and ‘See a Million 
People,’ both of which she wrote. 
Final act brings on Harris and Hun- 
ter, who were split up for awhile, 
recently reforming. They’re okay in 
a routine of minor gags, plano 
pounding and terps that smacks of 
the Buck and Bubbles act, soon to 
open at the Capitol theatre, N. Y., 
with Lionel Hampton’s orchestra. 

Dick Vance and Dolores Brown 
are the band vocalists. Vance, a 
trumpeter, is first on, doing ‘Em- 
braceable You’ in fashion 


though Redman’s background was 
disturbing. Miss Brown does ‘Shoo- 
Shoo Baby’ and ‘They're Either 
Too Young,’ both raiythm tunes, 
fairly well. 

Biz good. Wood. 


RKO. Boston 
Boston, Jan. 13. 


Vaughn Monroe orch (16), Doro- 
thy Keller, Gil Maison, Murphy Sis- 
ter (3); ‘Ghost Ship’ (RKO). 


Each time Monroe comes back to 
town, he gains in popularity to judge 
by the houses he’s drawing here. 
It’s well-deserved, as his band is 
easily one of the 
outfits in the country. 

A new development here is the 
reception the leader gets as vocalist. 
It is evident the Sinatra squeal 
started a:‘new trend, for Monroe, 
singing a half dozen pop tunes in- 
cluding old baritone war-horses like 
‘Stout Hearted Men,’ drew picnty of 
squeals throughout. He takes it in 
stride, though, and there’s no pander- 
ing to the audience to get this phe- 
nomenal type of kudos. On the con- 
trary, he has more dignity and pres- 
ence than most band leaders. 

Besides his own solos, Monroe 
joins Phyllis Lynne in a ‘People 
Will Say’ duet for big reaction. Miss 
Lynne, a hep warbler, does ‘No Love, 
No Nothin’ and ‘Shoo-Shoo Baby’ to 
go over fine, and the band’s drum- 
mer does a skin-beating number for 
a wow. . 

The supporting acts click bigger 
than any in recent weeks, too, Dor- 


othy Keller sets a swift pace with 
snappy terps and personality. The 
Murphy Sisters. new here. click 


from the take-off with hottish vocal 


trios, all with special lyrics. but 
good. Gil Maison follows with his 
Standard chimp and pup act to} 


gather in swell hand. As indicated, 
biz is uppish here and gaining. 
Elie. 


Oriental. Chi 
Chicago, Jan. 15. 
D’Artega All-Girl Orch (20) with 
Betty Lang; Grace McDonald, Wat- 
son Sisters (2); ‘Crazy House’ (U) 
Current bill is headed by D’Ar- 
tega’s all-girl orch on its first mid- 
west appearance, plus two support- 


ing acts, Grace McDonald, film 
starlet, and the veteran Watson 
Sisters. 


D’Artega’s outfit is topnotch fror 
stem to stern. Girls are well dresse 
lookers, instrumentation is well bs' 
anced and D’Artega makes a shov 
manly appearance as conducto 
Opening with a service medley, th: 
follow with a classy arrangemer 
of D’Artega’s original, ‘In Blue « 
Evening.’ which brings out exc’ 
lence of his string section. Be 
Lang, better than usual band voc~ 
ist. with nice renditions of ‘Pv 


“Arms Around Me Honey’ and ‘Er 


braceable You,” goes over big. Lo’ 


| long been kicked around. She war- 
| bles 


4S | last week. 
top commercial | 


| balroom trio, has the male dancing 


Marie, accordioiis', plays and sings 
‘Begin the Beguine,’ husky- 
voiced Florence, drummer, gives a 
good account of ‘slip of Lip.” Other 
band numbers are a= swing-sym- 
phonic arrangement of ‘Dark Eyes’ 
and impressions of Hazel Scott, Fred 
Lowery, Jimmy Dorsey and Harry 
James. Tiey closed with ‘One 
O'Clock Jump’ to heavy applause 
when caught 

Miss McDonald should have spent 
more time in preparing her act. Her 
opening jokes with D’Artega have 


‘Ain't Misbehavin’ and ‘What 
Do They Do Wit: the Infantry. A 
neat tap routine is the brightest spot 
in the act. Was nicely received. 
The Watson Sisters stopped the 
show with their comedy chatter and 
antics. One is costumed as a WAC 
and other as .WAVE, and ma- 
terial comcerning the services 1S 
good for plenty of laughs. Do two 
songs, “Tiey’re Making Us Over for 


the Army’ and ‘Music’s What I 
Need,’ and topped off with a short 
tap. Morg. 


Cirele. Indpls. 
Indianapolis, Jan. 15. 


Ina Ray Hutton Orch, with Roger 
Ellick, Jack Purcell, Stuart Foster; 
Kim Loo Sisters (3), Henny Young- 


man, 3 Samuels; ‘Never a Dull 
Moment’ (20th). 
Ina Ray Hutton returns to the 


Circle in good company, with Henny 
Youngman topping a choice set of 
acts to constitute a solid show. 
Comic sells himself with fresh, orig- 
inal wit heard locally for the first 
time. Quips and sallies get plenty of 
chuckles in a long but nicely paced 
monolog that keeps the customers 
interested. He starts with his ra- 
tioning complaints, takes some sharp 
digs at Sinatra, and does his fiddling 
number. 

Miss Hutton fronts with her usual 
grace and sleek glamour. Her per- 
sonal contribution inéludes a socko 
vocal on ‘Shoo. Shoo Baby’ and a 
sinuous dance in which she beats out 
the rhythm on a jungle drum with 
irridescent lighting effects in ‘Dark 
Eyes.’ She also has several fetching 
changes of costume. 


Kim Loo Sisters, three Orientals, 
register smartly with some sharp 
harmony on ‘Victory Polka,’ ‘Take It 
Easy’ and ‘Pistol Packin’ Mama,’ done 
with plenty of bounce. Stuart Fos- 
ter’s romantic style clicks with the 
distaff side in ‘Without a Song’ and a 
medley topped by ‘My Ideal’ and 
‘How Sweet You Are.’ Roger Ellick 
shines in a trumpet solo in ‘Georgia 
on My Mind,’ with some snappy sup- 
port from the drummer, and Jack 
Purcell gets a nice hand for his work 
on the electric guitar in ‘China Boy.’ 

Three Samuels round out an enter- 
taining bill with a crisp and clever 
military tap routine slicked up with 
some amusing business and a comedy 
rookie drill. 

Biz was fair when caught. While 
no complaints have been heard, peo- 
ple apparently are slow in -respond- 
ing to the price hike inaugurated 
Corb. 


National. L’ville 


Lou Walters’ Latin Quarter Revue, 
with Dave Apollon, Bobby Maz, | 
Harris, Claire & Shannon, Arnaut | 
Bros., Billy Wells & 4 Fays, Manhat- 


tan Trio, Mme. Kamarova Ballet; 
Earle Kel'er’s House Orch (12): 
‘Calaboose’ (UA). 


This stage bill hits the bullseye 
with local patrons, including as it 
does a swell lineup of standard acts, 
and a line of 12 which gives out with 
sophisticated routines. Layout has 
smoothness and continuity, even 
without an m.c. Shortage of singing 
is made up by profusion of novelties. 
For music, there’s Dave Appolon’s 
troupe, who hold attention for at 
least 20 minutes. 


Opener is Billy Wells and the Four 
Fays, acrobatic novelty. Turn moves 
fast. with Wells leading in the acro 
stuff. He also does a bit of clowning 
— the mike, and reaped a swell 
hand. 


Harris, Claire and Shannon, novel 


with two girl partners. Their fig- 
ures and steps are smoothly done, 
with the male doing standard lifts 
and whirls ,while supporting a girl 
on each arm. They’re on for two 
numbers, each a click. 

Manhattan Trio, hand-balancing | 
‘urn, had the patrons goggle-eyed. 
Men do handstands while the slight- 
built femme supports them in some 
difficult tricks. Has plenty of class 
and bowed off to a big hand. 

Bobby May juggles Indian clubs, 
rubber balls and other objects, wind- 
ing up with manipulations while 
standing on his head. He impresses 
‘s polished performer and chalked 
p a tremendous hand. 

Arnaut Brothers, with violin tricks 
“nd love-bird routines, made a real 
‘t with the audience. 

Dave Apollon and three Filipinos 
‘re a solid hit. Musically, they get 
‘ne returns with Apolion’s mandolin 
Jaying, and the singing of pop tunes 
y the boys. 

The bill is one of the best to play 
house since inauguration of 

ude-film policy. House was about 

‘lf full at first show Friday (14). 


Hold. 


Stanley, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 
Louis Prima Orch (15), Virginia 
Weicier, Walter Dare Wahl, Jeanne 
Blanche, Lily Ann Carol, Leon 
Prima, Jimmy Vincent; ‘Around the 
World’ (RKO). 


First time for Louis Prima’s band 
around here and the trumpet ace 
can come back any time. Co-head- 
lined with Virginia Weidler, the 
flicker starlet, and surrounded by a 
couple of other crack acts, Prima’s 
really putting on a show for the 
WB deluxer. Guy's a keen student 
of swing and a thoroughgoing show- 
man, and easily qualifies as the cau- 
casian Cab Calloway. with enough 
individual qualities of his own, how- 
ever, to eliminate the suggestion of 
too much similarity. 

Weidler gal has grown up into a 
tall, good-looking kid and wraps 
herself securely around a_ singing 
session, which is partially auto- 
biographical inasmuch as her first 
number tells about the trouble she 
has now with boys who remember 
her as a freckled, pig-tailed moppet. 
It’s a good start but she loses mo- 
mentum by reading a couple of 
corny letters supposedly written her 
by service men. Comments are 
pretty self-conscious—bit is woe- 
fully weak and could wisely be dis- 
pensed with. Miss Weidler closes 
strong, however, with her impression 
of Virginia O’Brien dead-panning a 
lullaby. Altogether satisfactory for 
a Hollywood personality, but act 
could be even better with some edit- 
ing. 

Show opens with Jeanne Blanche, 
classy stepper who is currently 
doubling from Nixon Cafe, a down- 
town nitery. She turns in a crack 
session of hoofing. 

Other turn is Walter Dare Wahl 
who continues to be one of the most 
amusing and also one of the most 
skilled acrobats in the business. Has 
a new partner since the last time 
around and the unidentified diminu- 
tive bundle of rubber fits the act like 
a glove. 

Prima makes every one of the 
orch numbers count. Outfit, com- 
posed of five trumpets, five saxes, 
three trombones, drums, piano and 
bass, looks like its age average can’t 
be more than a sweet 16. Prima’s 
all over the stage and knocks him- 
self out in every department without 
ever getting out of line or becoming 
tiresome. And when he 
his horn and goes to town, the raft- 
ers ring. 

He gets off with ‘Limehouse Blues,’ 
which he sings in that husky New 
Or'eans-jazz style of his, and then 
switches fast to something more 
quiet, ‘Tonight We Love,’ with his 
brother, Leon Prima, taking the 
trumpet solo. ‘Bluebirds Over White 
Cliffs’ is a okey hot novelty arrange- 
ment in which he and another horn 
player ‘talk back’ to each other via 
the brass. Prima’s femme singer, 
Lily Ann Carol, has plenty on the 
ball. First time in several weeks 
that a voice, instead of just a face, 
has come to the WB deluxer with a 
band. A dark looker, she stopped 
the show. cM at getaway this after- 
noon (14) with ‘Had the Craziest 
Dream,’ ‘Can't Give You Anything 
But Love,’ ‘Got It Bad and That 
Ain’t Good,’ ‘My Heart Tells Me’ and 
‘This Love of Mine.’ Mob simply 
wouldn't let her off. 

Prima gives Jimmy Vincent, his 
drummer, and Charlie Kennedy, sax 
men, each an inning to ’carry the 
ball and they take it over for touch- 
downs and a sock platter of ‘Sing, 
Sing, Sing,’ maestro’s own composi- 
tion, brings the curtain. Cohen. 


Indianapolis, Jan. 15. 
Five Antelaks, Johnny Laddie & 
Dogs, Bozo Harrell, Fisher’s Ele- 
phants, Tommy Tweet, Dianna 
Berry, Willa & Pat Levolo; ‘Murder 
on the Waterfront’ (WB). 


Keith’s is clicking with an enter- 
taining program based on the circus 
idea. Acts include trained dogs and 
an elephant, clowns, jugglers, acro- 
bats, slack-wire artists headed by 
the Five Antelaks, with Tommy 
Tweet as ringmaster and Dianna 
Barry in an extra vocal spot. 

Heavy juvenile attendance gets the 
biggest kick out of Fisher’s baby ele- 
phant, a lightfooted pachyderm that 
waltzes, stands on its head, plays 
drunk and walks a plank that no 
bigger, for the performer's size, than 
a taut wire for a human. The other 
animal act, Johnn Laddie and Dogs, 
also makes a hit with the kids. For 
a climax, the well-trained canines 
join their master in a difficult climb- 
ing and balancing stunt on an un- 
supported ladder. 

Pat Levolo also climbs a ladder 
balanced precariously on the slack 
wire and whirls a hoop on one leg 
while juggling three Indian clubs. 
He also rides a bicycle on the sway- 
ing strand and does a nimble dance 
step with his partner. The Antelaks 
“ct a rise out of the house with some 
spectacular feats of balance in their 
perch act. Bozo Harrell unpeals 
layer after layer of clothing while 
balancing assorted heavy objects on 
his chin. He works up to balancing 
a table and three chairs simultane- 
ously. 

Tommy Tweet does a good job as 
emcee and offers comedy relief in 
his own turn. He gets some laughs 
‘matching’ headlines and lures three 
boys up from the audience to work 


picks up} 


the old hat trick to advantage. 
He also registers with vocals on 
‘Say a Prayer for Boys Over There’ 
and ‘My Blue Heaven.’ Dianna Barry 
combines an eccentric tap dance 
with several novelty songs in an act 
that seemed a little risque for its 


setting. 
Biz good when caught. Corb. 


Capitol, Wash. 


Washington, Jan. 13. 
Patricia Morison, Harrison & 
Fisher, The Hickory Nuts, Three 
Welles, Sam Jack Kaufman’s House 
Orcr, Art Brown; ‘Cry Havoc’ (M-G). 


Patricia Morison, looking smart 
in a green-silver gown, confines 
her personal appearance to singing. 
Offers first the number which ‘she 
claimed soldiers requested most on 
her recent USO tour, ‘Begin the Be- 
guine,’ follows with a medley from 
‘Oklahoma.’ For an encore, ‘Em- 
braceable You.’ Starlet would make 
a better impression if she inter- 
spersed her numbers with comment, 
although her reception here at cold 
first show was heartening. 

Cookie Bowers hasn’t appeared 
here in four seasons. He can do 
wonders with his voice and in a 
satirical impression of a trip to 
Colonial Beach managed to ring in 
all of his impersonations. Encored 
with a burlesque of a man getting 
up in the morning. and a middle- 
aged lady taking a swim. 

Harrison and Fisher show three 
new numbers in a classical setting 
by Gene Ford. Best appreciated was 
a version of ‘Three Cornered Hat,’ 
and jitterbugs doing the rhumba. 
The Hickory Nuts are the first hill- 
billy act to play this house in some 
time. They went big with this jit- 
terbug audience, although comic pat- 
ter about bathrooms is distinctly 
vulgar. The Three Wells go through 
an alert and lively acro routine to 
open the show. Art Brown's organ- 
log, which accents comedy lyrics, 
puts the audience in a lively mood. 

Arke. 


Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, Jan. 15. 


Andrews Sisters (3), Mitch Ayres 
orch (15) with Dick Dyer, Ruth Mc- 


Cullough, Johnny Bond; Gene Bay- 
los, Eleanor Teeman; ‘Hostages’ 
(Par). 

Andrews. Sisters, excellently 
backed by Mitch Ayres’ orch and 
two supporting acts looks like a 
winning combination this week. 
With the band’s two vocalists and 


the Andrews Sisters there is plenty 
of singing but otherwise the unit is 
nicely balanced. 

Ayres has some flashy and inter- 
esting novelties which leans to the 
sweet side, although inclined to be 
too brassy occasionally. Opens 
with ‘Everybody Loves My Baby’ 
and is followed by Dick Dyer sing- 
ing ‘My Heart Tells Me’ and ‘Paper 
Doll’ in a pleasing voice. ‘My Ideal’ 
spotlights several sections of the 
band including muted trumpets and 
a violin passage by Ayres. Ruth Mc- 
Cullough, petite songstress, does ‘No 
Love, No Nothin’ and ‘Either Too 
Young or Too Old’ to register. A 
‘Make Believe Ballroom’ routine in 
which the band imitates Jimmy 
Dorsey, Harry Fames, Kay Kyser and 
others is a highlight of the band 
entertainment. 

Eleanor Teeman offers nifty tap 
routines that incorporate ballet turns 
and high kicks and was well re- 
ceived while Gene Baylos had mod- 
erate success with a line of chatter 


with a familiar ring, in fact several 
of his jokes were done here a couple 
of weeks ago. But fortunately not 
all his material is old and he got 
plenty laughs. per 
Andrews Sisters stopped the show 
with ‘Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy,’ 
‘Pistol Packin’ Mamma,’ ‘Shoo Shoo 
Baby,’ ‘When Shadows Fall’ and a 
medley of tunes associated with them 
throughout the years. A solid hit, 
Morg. 


Hipp, Balie 
Baltimore, Jan. 15. 
Ethel Smith. Norton Sisters (3), 
Al Ferguson, Ross & Bennett, Clay- 


tons (2), Felice Inula and House 
Orch (12); ‘Higher and Higher’ 
(RKO) (2nd wk). 


Adequate layout rounds out h.o. of 
accompanying film portion, ‘Higher 
and Higher’ (RKO). Paced by Bob 
Ferguson swift working emcee wWjth 


good material, bill gets off to nice 
start via Claytons, mixed hoofing 


duo who register to supply a brisk 
getaway. Norton Sisters, in three- 
ly harmonies punch out vocals in 
he deuce scoring best with ‘My 
Ideal’ and ‘Shoo Shodo Baby.’ 

A Ferguson contributes some funny 
impressions of band leaders and 
handles a parody to good effect set- 
ting the scene for Bennett & Ross. 
mixed comedy duo who hang up a 
siow-halter with smart crossfire and 
funny business built around a card 
trick. Team shows promise, 

Ethel Smith, at the organ, is good 
for a potent niche on any layout. 
Handles her instrument in unortho- 
dox manner, and has a knack of 
jiving her arrangements. Ren- 
dition of ‘Who’ is okay and spot of 
rhumba also clicks strongly. Clos- 
ing bit of ‘When You Wore a Tulip’ 
which invites a community sing, is a 
strong blowoff. 


Biz okay for a h.o. Burm. 


Apolle, N. Y. 

Louis Jordan Tympany Five. ‘Hot 
Lips’ Paige Orch (15), Salt & 
Pepper, Gertrude Saunders, Leroy 
Watts, Little Joe Richardson, Vivian 
Harris & Tim Moore; ‘Chance of q 
Lifetime’ (Col). 


Double dose of jumpin’ jive is be- 
ing dished out at Harlem spot this 
week with the Louis Jordan combo 
and ‘Hot Lips’ Paige orch as the 
solid senders. instrumental 
groups provide the biggest helping 
on the bill with a few specialties in 
between. Result is a rhythmic rol- 
licking show that keeps the place 
pulsating and brings the bucks into 
the b.o. SRO when caught. 

Top spot on show is held down by 
Jordan combo (sax, trumpet, drums, 
bass and piano), who live up to their 
billing and only manage to get off 
stage by going into the finale in spite 
of the crowd. Band warms up with 
‘It’s Low Down Dirty’ and really 
starts rolling with ‘Shoo, Shoo Baby’ 
that sets them in a groove which 
carries right through till bowing out. 
Group also did ‘Deacon Jones,’ 
‘That'll Just About Knock Me Out’ 
and ‘I've Got Those Nation Blues’ as 
part of regular stint, but threw in 
‘Pistol Packin’ Mama’ and ‘Five Guys 
Named Moe’ as a dividend. 

The Paige ensemble (five sax, three 
trombenes, three trumpets, drum, 
bass, piano and Paige on trumpet), 
are the backbone of the layout, 
backing the other acts and compe- 
tently filling their own spots. They 
get the show off to a flying start 
with ‘Air Mail Special’ and then 
carry on with their background 
chores until spotted with blues and 
jump tunes which are solid right 
through. 

Specialties are handled by Little 
Joe Richardson making his pro debut 
(New Acts), Leroy Watts, tapper 
(New Acts). Salt and Pepper, femme 
tap team (New Acts), and Gertrude 
Saunders, singer of suggestive songs. 
Latter was last seen around fronting 
a band and hasn’t changed her vocal 
routine since going single. She 
chirps ‘Find Out What They Want’ 
and ‘Ice Man’ in the necessary sug- 
gestive manner, but her lack of s.a. 
detracts somewhat. However, lyrics 
in themselves were adequate insur- 
ance for click reaction from this 
audience. House comedians, Tim 
Moore and Vivian Harris, fill in with 
a hoary routine of a cop and his 
questioning girl friend which finally 
ends up in the old ‘bear chase’ gag. 
However, this ageless corn sets solid 
with Apollo audiences. 

Biz big at supper show. 

Gayety, Montreal 
Montreal, Jan. 12. 

James Evans, Don Reid & Henry 
Tobias, Eddie White, June March, 3 
Chocolateers, Odette Athos, Mc- 
Nallie Sisters (3), Gayety Girls 
(17), Len Howard Orch (8). 


Five sock turns plus an emcee who 
knows how to warm up a cold mob 
to ovation proportions, wraps up the 
current display here. 

In the beg-off, Calgary James 
Evans juggler, wows the customers 
with his feet and hand manipulations 
in speedy routines and builds up to 
toe-tossing and twirling a 95-pound 
bed. He had to beg off. 

Don Reid and Henry Tobias, song 
writers, ran him close, former sing- 
ing Own ‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ 
and ‘Sweet and Lovely.’ Tobias ribs 
the stubholders to work up the act 
to the hit class, 

Emcee Eddie White, a hard worker 
got the crowd heated up with his 
stories, many new here, and later 
his singing put him firmly in the 
groove for a smacko finish. Choco- 
lateers, sepia male trio, uncork a 
stomping, shouting, frenzied rhythms 
jive that the customers ate up. The 
McNallie Sisters, neat brunets, tee 
off with songs and segue into acro 
taps that went over big. 

Odette Athos, with a rich contralto, 
pipes French songs that win audi- 
ence appeal. 

June March has what’s needed for 
strip work. 

Good looking wardrobes and cute 
appearance feature the house line in 
their routines and the Len Howard 
orch handles all acts deftly. Biz 
strong at this showing. Lane. 


Tower, K. C. 
Kansas City, Jan. 14. 
Violet Carlson, Miller & Arline, 
Dime Wilson, Betty Hill, McCready 
Sisters (3); Tower Orch (9) with 
Jack Parks & Marilyn Ballinger; ‘So 
This Is Washington’ (RKO) and 
‘Darling Clementine’ (Rep). 


Comedy themes of the accompany- 
ing dual screen bill are augmented 
by stageshow this week. Running 
time is 42 minutes, and layout is held 
together by chain introductions, each 
act being brought on by preceding 
turn. 

House orch opens with ‘My Heart 
Tells Me,’ pretty Marilyn Ballinger 
taking the vocal in pleasing manner 
to’ win a nice round of palm-whack- 
ing. 

First standard turn is Dime Wil- 
son, clown balancer. He tees off 
with time-tried comedy panto and 
for a finale sways back and forth on 
a stool perched on small tables 
stacked four high, going into a fast 
somersault as they crash. Kids 
showered him with lots of applause. 

The ‘Discovery Night’ winners 

(Continued on page 42) 
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New Hub Building Code Plays Hob 


With Theatres; Other Exch’ge Briefs 


oston, Jan. 18. 


Theatremen of the Hub may have 
rejoiced with the rest of the country 
at the prospect for victory in 1944, 
but the stroke of midnight on Dec. 
31 brought them chiefly a personal 
headache. For Boston's formidable 
new building code laws got their 
teeth at that hour—and there was 
hob to pay all around. 

Only one theatre was forced to 
close its doors on Jan. 1, true, and 
that was the third-run Bijou, but not 
a single legit or pic house in the area 
has escaped constructural alterations 
ranging from the equipping of their 
doors with ‘panic guards’ to a build- 
ing job involving 4,000 tons of steel 
work. 

The new code, in the process since 
the Cocoanut Grove disaster of Nov., 
1942, has long been effective in a 
modified form throughout the state, 
but Boston has been exempt for rea- 
sons not wholly clear. With the re- 
peal by the general court of the law 
exempting the city in its last session, 
theatre owners have had more than 
a month to make the necessary 
changeover. They have worked like 
beavers to accomplish the changes 
suggested by state inspectors—who 
have been working in close coopera- 
tion all along—but by midnight. Dec. 
31, few if any had fulfilled all the 
requirements. 

Special licenses, however, had 
been issued to all but the Bijou, and 
these licenses were based on an 
agreement that the seating capacity 
of the theatres would be reduced as 
necessary to conform to the new for- 
mula of two feet of egress to every 
100 persons admitted to the structure. 


Schwartz Reelected 
Cieveiand, Jan. 18. 

For the 11th time Ernest Schwartz 
was reelected president of the Cleve- 
land Motion Picture Exhibitors Asso- 
ciation. It also was a ballot walk- 
away for his cabinet officers, with 
A. E. Ptak being voted vice-president 
again: George W. Erdmann, secre- 
tary; James Scoville, treasurer. 

Reappointed to board of trustees 
were Henry Greenberger, J. D. Kala- 
fat, Henry Barden, L. G. Baldwin. 
Frank Porozynski. T. Vermes, Percy 
E. Essick, Meyer S. Fine and James 
Scoville. 

Nat Lefton made chairman of PRC 
franchise owners’ committee, formed 
last week in New York to demand a 
voice in deciding studio’s policy, 
scripts, etc. Franchise holders guar- 
antee negative costs of company’s 
pix. Lefton is head of local PRE 
exchange. 

Fire destroyed stage curtains and 
backstage electrical equipment of 
Carter, downtown grind film house. 
last week after starting from rub- 
bish-pile sparks. Damage estimated 
at $10,000. Audience dispersed by 
firemen without any casualties. 

Milo reopened with George Bren- 
ner house manager. 

Three assistant managers shifted in 
Loew's deluxers. Gerald Union 
moved to State, Bernard McGraner 
to Ohio, Marie Seas to Stillman. 


Fox Auditors’ 0.0. 

Annual three-day conference of 
20th-Fox traveling auditors in New 
York, under supervision of comp- 
troller W. J. Eadie, branch account- 
ants Nat Brower and Maurice Good- 
man, wound up last week. Auditors 
who attended left last Monday (17) 
to report to their respective ex- 
change territories. 


Omaha Variety Peps Up 
Omaha, Jan. 18. 

Omaha’s Variety Club, revived and 
activated by new leadership. re- 
news midwinter annual frolic at Pax- 
ton hotel Saturday (22) to restate 
its aims in becoming active in char- 
ity work in the city. Variety here 
always has beén notably good in 

raising funds for worthy causes. 


Miller Buys Esquire, Sioux City 
Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 
W. R. Miller has purchased the 
Esquire theatre, Sioux City, Ia., from 
Bennie Berger. He formerly owned 
theatres at Cloquet, Minn., and came 
from Texas to Minnesota as manager 
of Berger’s Brainerd, Minn., theatre. 
Gilbert Nathanson, former Revub- 
lic franchise owner. now general 
manager of the Bennie Berger the- 
atre circuit, succeeding Gil Swen- 
berger who entered the armed forres. 
Nathanson is interested with Bill 
Elson in theatres at Cloquet and De- 
troit Lakes, Minn. 


Bill Hock Upned by Warners 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 18. 

Bill Hock, manager of WB's En- 
right in East Liberty, named city 
manager for Warners in Wilkins- 
burg, taking over post of Dick 
Brown, who has been ill for some 
time. Lige Brien, of the Kenyon. 
transferred to Enright and Martin 
Shearn is temporarily filling the 
Kenyon post. Regis McCall, assistant 
manager of the Warner, has gone t9 
Stanley in a similar capacity. 

Frank Austin. manager of WB's 
Fairmont in Fairmont, W. Va.., 
copped $100 prize for best exnloita- 
tion and best b.o. results in this dis- 
trict on ‘My Friend Flicka.’ Second 
prize of $75 went to Lige Brien, of 


_lot either. 


Dave Lipton Gets That 
Uncle Sam ‘Brown Gown’ 


David Lipton, Columbia Pictures 
ad-publicity chief, was inducted into 
the Army yesterday (Tuesday) and 
has been given orders to report to 
Camp Upton early in February. No 
temporary successor has been picked 
to fill his spot while in the service. 
Lipton came to Columbia from 
Universal where he was assistant, in 
charge of publicity, to John Joseph. 
Prior to that he handled publicity 
for several radio shows for CBS, in- 
cluding Major Bowes. He came east 
after experience in theatre publicity 
with Balaban & Katz. He succeeded 
Maurice Bergman, when the latter 
went to 20th-Fox. 


FOREIGN NEWSMEN PICK 
‘BERNADETTE’ AS BEST 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Foreign Press Correspondents of 
Hollywood picked ‘The Song of 
Bernadette’ as the best picture of 
1943, with Jennifer Jones getting the 
nod for the best femme per- 
formance. 

Paul Lukas was voted male top- 
per for his work in ‘Watch on the 
Rhine’ and Katina Paxinou _ and 
Akim Tamiroff, in ‘For Whom the 
Bell Tolls, were judged the best 
supporting players. 


What the Well Dressed 
Tiger Woman Will Wear 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Republic picked a former dress 
model, Linda Sterling, for the title 
spot in its next cliffhanger, ‘Tiger 
Woman.’ 

Role was originally assigned to 
Kay Aldridge, now busy witi a 
stage commitment. 


Ex-Film Editor, But Pix 
Flacks Still Pursue Him 


Somewhere in England. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Persistence is the word for press 
agentry, so please run this: 

When Major Barney Oldfield, 
former motion picture editor in 
civilian days, had waited for two 
months for some mail to come after 
arrival overseas, he finally hit a 
bonanza and came up with 23 let- 
ters. 

Peeling them off desperately in 
search of a personal one, the count 
was 14 from Warners praisery, 6 
from Metro and 3 from RKO—all 
chasing him since the day on the 
desk (Lincoln Journal) three years 
ago. 

T ere wasn’t a personal one in the 
Barney. ' 


Scouts Bally ‘Aldrich’ 


In one of the most unusual tieups 
ever effected for a picture, 1,750,000 
members of the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, plus 10,000,000 alumni of this or- 
ganization, will throw — support 
through local scout councils and 
otherwise to ‘Henry Aldrich, Boy 
Scout,’ made by Paramount. 

Endorsed by the Boy Scouts of 
America, which cooperated in the 


No Plug, He 


Hollywood, Jan, 18. 
Highbrow horse, Starless 
Night, strutted into Hollywood 
for a film career and snooted at 
the common equines of Gower 
Gulch. Steed is owned by Capt. 
William Heyer, valued at $100,- 
000, and too proud to gallop 
that-a-way in yonder canyons. 
He will do a dance routine 
with Eleanor Powell in ‘Sensa- 
tions of 1944.’ 


STUDIOS VOTE DOWN 
POOLING OF PIN-UPS 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Quantity production of pin-up art 
for servicemen overseas was nixed 
by the film industry's Publie Infor- 
mation Committee, which turned 
down a suggestion for a pool of re- 
productions of glamour pictures 
made from original still prints. 
Servicing of all authentic requests 
from the armed forces will continue 
to be handled individually by the 
various studios as far as possible un- 
der the limits imposed by the re- 
strictions on the supply of film ma- 
terials. 

New executive committee is head- 
ed by John Joseph and comprises 
George Brown, Alex Evelove, How- 
ard Strickling and Perry Lieber, with 
Arch Reeve as secretary. 


Extensive Campaign Set 
For ‘Gung Ho’ Preem 


Extensive newspaper and radio 
campaign, started off with Capt. 
W. S. LeFrancois, U. S. Marine 
Corps captain, being honored last 
week in Boston at a dinner attended 
by city and state top executives 
and newspaper reps from 14 New 
England keys, has been launched by 
Universal on ‘Gung Ho.’ Campaign 
was laid out by Maurice Bergman, 
eastern ad-publicity chief. Le 
Francois, author of ‘Gung Ho,’ who 
was one of Carlson’s Raiders with 
the Marine Corps on Makin Island, 
also. was honored yesterday (Tues- 
day) at a luncheon at Toots Shor’s. 
(N.Y.). He served as_technical ad- 
viser on the picture. 

Radio portion of the drive 
cluded ‘Report to the Nation’ last 
night (Tuesday;}. In connection with 
the N. Y. preem at the Criterion. 
(25), Capt. LeFrancois will be inter- 
viewed by Mary Margaret McBride 
on WEAF. Ad plans include full- 
page advertisements in all key city 
newspapers. 

Bond rally 


in- 


in N. Y. Chinatown 
will be known as the Gung Ho 
Rally. It will include a special pro- 
gram arranged with U. S. Treas- 
ury Dept. likely to be held on Chi- 
nese New Year’s day, Jan. 25. 


Hail Lige Brien Winner 
Of ‘Proudly’ Campaign 


In a nationwide competition to 
determine the best selling campaigns 
on Paramount’s ‘So Proudly We 
Hail,’ Lige Brien, manager of the 
Kenyon, Pittsburgh, emerged on top 
to win $500 in war bonds as the 
prize. 

The other five managers or public- 


amount of war bonds 
them are, in their order of selec- 
tion, Harry Botwick, State, Port- 
land, Me., $350; Margaret Goyette, 
Denham, Denver, $250: Harold 
Armistead, Lyric, Easley, S. C., $150; 
Ben Rosenberg and Paul Levi, man- 
ager and publicity head, respective- 


making of the picture, it is being en- 


Boy Scout Week, Feb. 8-14. It is 
being released to coincide with this 
national observance. 

Kenyon, and third, $50, to Kalmine 
Erdeky. of the Belmar theatre. 

Joe Cevario has purchased Valley 
theatre, Brackenridge, Pa., from the 
Dispon Enterprises of Buffalo. Ce- 
vario, formerly of Apollo, is a new- 
comer to exhibition, having pre- 
viously booked and managed dance 
bands in tri-state area. 


Dave Brill’s House 

Dave Brill. veteran in the distri- 
bution branch who was formerly in 
sales and at one time had his own 
independent exchange, taken 
over the 55th St., N. Y., and will 
play revivals there. House through 
the years has played numerous pol- 
icies, including foreigns, and has 
been operated from time to time by 
verious independents. 

The Vernon, Long Island City, 
N. Y., an independent subsequent 
run, has withdrawn from the Island 
Theatre Circuit, large booking com- 
bine in the N. Y. territory headed 


by Frank Moscato. Theatre is oper- 
ated by Henry Shulman. 


ly, of Met, Boston, $100: and Vernon 


dorsed for theatre showings during | D. Hunter, Beacham, Orlando, Fla., 


$50. 

Judges of the campaigns sent into 
Par included Par homeoffice distri- 
bution and theatre execs, represen- 
tatives of other circuits and mem- 
bers of the tradepress. 


ARTHUR DeBRA BACK 


Arthur DeBra, head of the Hays 
office eastern publicity and informa- 
tion division, just getting back to 
his office after being laid up for 
three weeks with a seriously in- 
fected foot. 

DeBra had to have expert medical 
treatment before getting back on 
his feet again. 


FitzGibbon’s House 


Springfield, Mass., Jan. 18. 
Steve FitzGibbon of Boston, for- 
merly manager of the Keith, has 
taken over the Garden, 500-seat 
downtown third and exploitation run 
house. 
FitzGibbon has leased the house 


and will manage himself. 


ity directors eligible for prizes based | 
on the campaigns they put on and! 
being paid} 
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Literati 


Chi Tribune’s Overseas Edition 

Following the lead of many mags, 
Chicago Tribune is now publishing 
an overseas edition. Called the Chi- 
cago Overseas Tribune, it’s published 
weekly in Honolulu for fighting men 
in the Pacific area. 

Plans now under way for an edi- 
tion for the European and African 
war theatres. Both England and 
Algiers being weighed as most likely 
publication spots, with idea being to 
issue it there as supplement to serv- 
ice publications. 

Chi Trib overseas edition is about 
letterhead size, and includes editorial 
matter and plenty of comics. No 
ads. First issue for the Pacific front 
said to have been 15,000 copies, with 
subsequent ones to vary in accord- 
ance with demand. 


Her Life With the Japs 

Phyllis Argall, former editor of 
Japan News-Week in Tokyo, who 
returned to this country from a Jap 
prison camp on the liner Gripsholm, 
has written ‘My Life: With the En- 
emy,’ which Macmillan will pub- 
lish Jan. 25. 

Following her return, she married 


in Tokyo, and is now living in St. 
Louis, where she is lecturing and 
doing some radio work over CBS 
station KMOX. 


Ed Wilson Starts at New Yorker 

Edmund Wilson has started as the 
new book reviewer for the New 
Yorker, succeeding Clifton Fadiman. 
Latter had resigned because, after 
more than 10 years at the stint, he 
was, in his Own opinion, going stale. 

Wilson, the author of ‘The Shock 
of Recognition’ and other books of 
literary criticism, has a more long- 
hair reviewing style than Fadiman., 


New Fan Mag Eds 


Guide Magazines appointed Doro- 
thea Lee McEvoy, former editor of 
Screen Guide magazine, executive 
ed of both Screen Guide and Star- 
| dom magazines. 
| Janet Graves, former editor of 
| Stardom, appointed editor of Screen 
| Guide, and Virginia Williams, for- 
merly of Chicago-American, editor 
of Stardom. 


Prize Contest for Negro Book 

Doubleday, Doran & Co. an- 
nounces an award of $2,500 ($1,500 
outright, $1,000 as an advance against 
royalties) for any book dealing with 
American Negroes which seems to 
the judges to be worthy of this spe- 
cial recognition. The offer, now ef- 
fective, will remain open indefinitely 
within the discretion of the publish- 
ers, and the award will be given 
whenever a full-length manuscript 
meets the requirements of the judges, 
who will be the editors of Double- 
day, Doran. 

Books entered for the award may 
be fiction, non-fiction or poetry, writ- 
ten by anyone who illuminates the 
Negro’s place in American life. Dou- 
bleday, Doran reserves the right to 
publish any book submitted even if 
it does not win the award, on terms 
to be arranged. 


N. Y. Newspaperwomen’s Contest 

New York Newspaper Women’s 
Club offering two $50 war bonds for 
best pieces written by sobbies on 
N. Y. papers during past year. One 
will be for best general news story; 
the other for best yarn of special in- 


to Feb. 1, to be sent to the club’s 

quarters in the Hotel Biltmore. 
Awards committee headed by Vir- 

| ginia Pope, of the Times, the club's 


Telegram. Two are picking a com- 
mittee to judge the entries. 


Fawcett Comic-Mag Poll 

Comic mags are read in three out 
of four American homes, according 
to a survey made by the Fawcett 
pubs as the first national study of 
ist reading audience. Field claimed 
| to total currently 25,000,000 monthly 
circula‘ion, 
Shows that comic mag readership 
increases in lowering age fields. 
Thus, men. and women over 30 
show a readership of 29 and 22%, 
reading eight and six mags per 
month, respectively, Highest reader- 
ship is in the six to ll-year age 
group, 96% of the boys reading an 
average of 14 comics per month, and 
94% of the girls reading 11 of the 
mags. Fifty-seven percent of all 
men in the armed forces read an 
average of eight comic mags every 
month. 

One of the most interesting fea- 
tures of the survey indicates that 


W. R. Wills, former ‘Variety’ mugg} 


terest to femmes. Invites entries up | 


the comic mag circulation figures 
account for only a small proportion 
of the actual readership. Total of 
86% of adult readers pass their 
comic mags along to friends, with 
almost as many of the others doing 
likewise. 

Intelligentsia reads comics, too, it's 
shown, Readership of the cliff. 
hangers professed by 29° of college. 
trained adults and 41% of high 
school grads. Faithfully read by 
37% of grammar school grads. 


INS Shifts War Correspondents 

News services are shifting war 
correspondents to strengthen cover- 
age of the forthcoming European jn- 
vasion and upped activity in the 
Pacific. 

An idea of the scope of changed 
assignments may be gained from 
orders issued to INS men. Pierre 
Huss jumped from Africa to London 
when Gen. Eisenhower’ changed 
headquarters; Bob Brunby, who was 
at Guadalcanal, is now due to be at- 
tached to the Atlantic Fleet; Art 
Cohn, in Australia and New Guinea, 
will be roving reporter in the Near 
East, operating ®out of Cairo; Jack 
Mahon will return to the South Pa- 
cific and Howard Handleman, who 
wrote the ‘Bridge to Victory’ book 
about the Aleutian campaign is also 
slated for South Pacifie duty. 


CHATTER 

Oscar Schisgall new chief of OWI 
Magazine Bureau. 

George Quigley has quit Photoplay 
mag for Movieland. 

Jesse Stuart inducted into Army, 
ditto Barry Storm. 

Nannine Joseph, literary agent, 
now one of the editors of Argosy 
mag. 

John Storm, Houghton Mifflin au- 
thor contact in Chicago, into the 
Army. 

Rumor only that Charlie Michael- 
son will tell all in a new book called 
‘The Ghost Talks.’ 

Henry Alexander Grubbs named 
associate ed for the Ziff-Davis book 
publishing affiliate in N. Y. 

Ellen Oldham in N. Y. from Dallas 
for a parley with her publisher over 
manuscript of a new novel. 

Hollywood Writers Mobilization 
sold publication rights on 18 war- 
time radio scripts to Random House. 

Herbert Gorman, formerly book 
reviewer for the mag Tomorrow, now 
a regular member of the editorial 
staff. 

After selling a series of pieces to 
Coronet, Barney Nagler has landed 
one in Collier’s. Deals with the 
prize ring. 

David George, who used to be on 
the Brooklyn Eagle, writing true- 
fact whodunits for the Hillman de- 
tective mags. 

Ollie Andrews, mother of the An- 
drews Sisters, is writing a story of 
the rise of her daughters to stardom 
as a vocal trio. 

The wife of Leo Margulies, editor 
of Standard Publications, is now Pvt. 
Sylvia K. Margulies, of the WAC’s, 
stationed at Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia. 

Stanley Van Saxe, press rep for 
the Hotel McAlpin, N. Y., and for- 
merly in the amusement biz, doing 
a series of pieces for Movieland mag. 

‘Inky’ Blackman, fictioneer, back 
to newspaper work on the city staff 
of the N. Y. Herald Tribune. For- 
merly worked on papers in the mid- 
west. 

John Wilstach’s piece on Bat Mas- 
terson in current True Detective, and 
is now doing one in Bill Cody for 
Esquire. As lad Wilstach aided Ma- 
jor Burke in Buffalo Bill press work. 

Paul Denis, asst. amusement editor 


|of the N. Y. Post, contributed a piece, 
| prez, and Sally MacDougall, World- | 


‘But They Love Hollywood,’ to the 
March issue of the Fawcett mag, 
‘Motion Pictures—Hollywood.’ Gives 
the lowdown on pix names in Broad- 
way shows this season. 

Ralph Burkholder, former editor 
of the Indianapolis Times, and with 
the Office of Censorship the last 18 
months, has been appointed editor 
of the Columbus (0O.) Citizen, 
Scripps-Howard sheet, succeeding 
Walter Morrow, resigned to join the 
American Retail Federation § in 
Washington. 


N.Y. Times’ Ted Strauss 
To Par As Pic Writer 


Theodore Strauss, N. Y. Times sec- 
ond-string film critic, left N. Y. Tues- 
day (17) for the Coast to start at 
Paramount as a film writer. Frank 
S. Nugent, former Times critic, has 
been a 20th-Fox screen writer for 
some time. 

Bosley Crowther, of course, con- 
tinues as the paper's No. 1 film 
oracle. 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


George Frazier, who did the Life layout on comedians last week 
Bob Hope on the cover—knew he'd experience grief galore from those 
omitted, but what surprised the Life editors more was the manner in 
which all and sundry differed on who were the really representative 
comedians. The major beef came from friends of Ed Gardner, but it 
should be added that Gardner was omitted chiefly because of a poor pic- 
ture. 

Speaking of bad stills, friends of Milton Berle have protested on that 
goofy one he posed for, but Life brushes it off by stating that this was 
the comedian’s own idea. Abbott & Costello were omitted for the same 
reason as Gardner (poor pix) but Cantor, Jessel, et al., were left out for 
other reasons. On the other hand, certain comics found themselves rep- 
resented, but with invidious connotations. All admit that that W. C. 
Fields full page shot is a lulu. 

Pan of RKO’'s ‘Gangway for Tomorrow,’ written by Harold V. Cohen of 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, brought a letter of explanation from Arch Oboler, 
who was screen-credited as the author. Review had commented on the 
startling lack of originality in the script for a fellow of Oboler’s reputa- 
tion, and after stating ‘that I am not in disagreement with a word of it 
(the notice) in so far as it concerns the picture as a whole.’ Oboler went 
on to disclaim any of the ‘credit,’ excent about 20°, worth, for the script 
~... ‘And I assure you that the next time you see my name on a strip of 
eelluloid, what will be on that screen will be at least 50°, of my product.’ 

Universal's ‘Gung Ho, a yarn about Col. Evans Carlson's Makin Island 
Raiders, had its origin as a trademark of an heroic movement in China 
known as the Chinese Industrial Cooperatives. It 1s a slogan used by 
Chinese guerrilla fighters, and is not of Japanese origin, as indicated in a 
‘Variety’ review of the picture last Dec. 22. Col. Evans was so impressed 
with the Gung Ho spirit of the Chinese in producing land mines, grenades, 
etc., in aid of the fighting forces, that he taught the spirit to the men who 
formed his Makin Island battalion. 

Mark Hellinger couldn't get away for his father-in-law Nick Glad’s fu- 
neral services and so N. Y. restaurateur Toots Shor squired Gladys Glad 
(Mrs. Hellinger) while the funeral arrangements were made. Glad was 56, 
retired, and a Jersey resident. Plane reservations for both Hellingers 
were unavailable, hence the Warner Bros. producer couldn't come along. 
His wife was slated to return to Hollywood yesterday (Tues.), depending 
on traveling accommodations back west. 


An unusual plug for a picture current on Broadway was the lead edi- 
torial in the N. Y. Daily Mirror Monday (17) concerning juvenile delin- 
quency and the first feature to bear on the subject, Monogram’s ‘Where 
Are Your Children?’ The tab, mentioning that the picture is now showing 
at the Globe, N. Y., referred to it as ‘a powerful, realistic and thought- 
provoking film.’ Editorial goes on to cite some statistics showing the in- 
crease in juve delinquency since 1941. 

It took quite some sleuthing by the phone company, plus broker Al 
Goetz’s own ingenuity to finally get hold of Al Jolson on Dec. 31, the last 
day when certain stock transactions could be consummated for the 1943 
year. Aficr a number of abortive attempts, Goetz thought of Tropical 
Park, in Miami, and that’s where he finally got the star to the phone for 
his OK on certain brokerage matters. 


Technical trouble, caused by the shooting of a water ballet in Techni- 
color, stretched the original 90-day filming schedule of ‘Mr. Co-ed’ to five 
full months. It took three months to train 50 mermaids to perfect a swim- 
ming routine, which required special photographic equipment, including a 
Submarine camera and an overhead crane. 


with | 


= 


New York Theatres 


4th WEEK 


CARY GRANT 
JOHN GARFIELD 


in Warner Bros. Hit 


LAST 


“DESTINATION TOKYO” 
CHARLIE BARNET & Ore 


Also Ella Mae Morse 
Lowe, Hite & Stanley 


Degen, Open STRAND 


laramount’s 


“FOR WHOM 
THE BELL TOLLS” 


Continuous Performances from 
10:30 a.m, 


RIVOLI Bway & 49th St. 


Bway & 
4ith 


On the Screen ir 
Sth Week Merle OBERON e@ Geo. SANDERS 
Spencer TRACY  Snoaoway Laird CREGAR 
Irene DUNNE In Person i 
in M-G-M’'s j Kathryn GRAYSON The LO DG ER 
i Richard HIMBER 
A Guy | and His Orch A 20th Century-Fox Picture 


Named Joe’ LOU HOLTZ 


an hers Plus A Mth Ave, 
d Oth Stage R O X Y 
RADIO M | LOEW'S 
cirTy USIC HALL tate IN PERSON 
9 Earl 
POWELL Carroll's 
in | 

Spectacular Stage Productions | DOOD IT’ | VANITIES 


ALFRED HITCHCOCK’S 


LIFEBOAT 


By JOHN STEINBECK 


Continuous 


Popular Prices 


Betty HUTTON 
Eddie BRACKEN 
in Paramount's x& 
‘The MIRACLE of 
MORGAN'S CREEK’ 


In Person 
Johnny LONG 

His Orchestra 
Hazel SCOTT 

Gil LAMB 


PARAMOUNT Times Square—Mid- 


Bway & 
45th St. 


night Feature Nitely 
BUY MORE 
B'WAY & 


WAK BONDS 
R 
‘PALACE 47th St. 
OLIVIA DeHAVILLAND 
SONNY TUFTS 
‘GOVERNMENT GIRL’ 


James DUNN Anne SHIKLEY 
Jess BARKER 


A BOOMING START 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Warners assigned Jean Negulesco 
‘as director of ‘The Conspirators, a 
| war picture, starting next month. 
| Negulesco was recently upped to 
| feature directorship after three years 
‘as a shorts pilot. 


Okay, Give It a Million 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Budget on ‘Atlantic City’ at 
public was upped to $1,000,000 after 
a huddle between Herbert... Yates, 


}company chief, and Albert J. Cohen, 


| 


producer, 
Cohen 


sign 


New York soon 
‘Atlantic’ 
production, 


leaves for 
to talent for 
forthcoming all-femme 
‘For Women Only.’ 


- 
| New Deal 


Continued from page 9 


faction of the arbitrators that he has 
a better theatre. 

Should tis proposal be adopted, 
every circuit will likely have to buy 
product for each theatre on an in- 
dividual run basis. An upset in the 
current runs and clearances 
throughout ‘the country is foreseen 
in trade circles, as a result. 

This provision for arbitration of | 
run will affect many new inde- 
pendent houses who have been 
obliged to follow chain theatres, 
particularly in the south in such 


Re- | 


and a} 


| House 


Continued 


Tower. K. 
featured this week are the McCready 
Sisters, three lookers who swing out 


| with ‘Put Your Arms Around Me, 
Honey.’ They took three bows when 
caught. On next, Miller & Arline 
have a combo of unicycle riding, 
contortioning and dog tricks. The 


states as Texas, Florida and Georgia 
where many new theatres have gone | 
up in recent years. 

In some quarters, it is predicted | 
that, if the new decree proposals go 
through, many indies will abandon 
booking combines (which were 
never able to change run) in order 
tc become eligible for relief. 

Limitation on chain expansion is 
also included in the decree pro- 
posals, 


Permanent Basis 


The consent decree now 
tiation is expected to be formally 
agreed upon at an early date, prob- 
ably less than a month from now, 
will not be for any set term of 
years, but on a permanent basis in- 
stead, it’s understood in inner trace 
circles. Original consenting agree- 
ment was for a period of three 
years, distributors having insisted 
on this limitation as an experi- 
mental term to test the decree’s 
practicability. 

However, while a second decree 
is put on a continuing basis, there is 
always the possibility that it may be 
reopened for any changes thought 
desirable in the face of industry de- 
velopments, shifting trends, etc. 
Requests for any changes in the 
future could come from either dis- 
tributors or exhibitors or both but, 
of course, would have to go through 
the Department of Justice. 

Cancellation proposed by the dis- 
tribs, which is expected to auto- 
matically increase the size of blocks, 


in nego- 


ranges from 5‘, to 20%. For ac- 
counts whose average rentals have 
been $100 downward, 20° will ap- 


ply, while where film prices have 
ranged from $100 to $200, it will be 
10%. Accounts paying average 
rentals of over $200 will enjoy a 5% 


cancellation, under proposal made. 
Producers have not proposed nor 
have they been asked to place a 


limitation on blocks, the number of 
pictures to into package being | 
left to the discretion of the distribs, 
it is said. 


go 


Canadian Coin 
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man rides the wheel effectively, and 
his partner does some okay back- 
bends. Three pooches go through 
their routine smoothly. As_ usual, 
the juves went for the dogs. 
Next-to-closing is Betty Hill, 


shapely tapper, who breezes through 
two fast numbers to rate an okay 
hand. 

Violet Carlson, blond comedienne, 
opens the last spot with the novelty 
tune, ‘Nobody Makes a Pass At Me.’ 
Next she does a comedy version of 
‘Poet and Peasant’ overture on a 
soprano sax and satirizes an opera 
prima donna as her finale. 

House well filled opening night. 

Earl. 


Earle. Wash. 
January 14. 
Tim Herbert, Whitson Bros., Olson 
Shirley, Roxyettes, Jo Loinbardi's 
Orch; ‘What a Woman’ (Col). 


Tim Herbert (nee Herman Tim- 
berg, Jr.), has many antic routines 
which registered solidly with the 
opening-day audience. He contrives 
to get full returns from his burlesque 
of radio singers, has a cheerful line 
of patter, and eccentric dancing. As 
if that wasn’t enough he comes on 
to act as stooge for the Whitson Bros. 

The Roxyettes open with an in- 
tricate tap to ‘William Tell Over- 
ture,’ as one of their better efforts. 
Olson & Shirley with their eccen- 
tric stepping follow, a bad spot after 
eight minutes of rhythm dancing by 
the line. Team works hard and 
earned an encore. 

Whitson Bros. are among the best 
of the risley acts. They contrive to 
work a good line of comedy into 
their tricks. 

Roxyettes, with vocal backing by 
Charles Mayer, close the trailers 
with ‘Ladies in Satin.’ Arke, 


Embassy. N. 
(NEWSREELS) 


Most graphic war closeups make 
current clips register far above aver- 
age. Aside from footage on warfare 
on Russian, Italian and South Pacific 
fronts, neatly compiled shots from 
seized Nazi newsreels, done by 20th- 
Fox Movietone with George Putnam 
narrating, give an insight on propa- 
ganda fed Germans and satelite na- 
tionals. Besides showing immense 
factories turning out tanks, planes, 
heavy guns and munitions, these in- 
clude actual views of defense forti- 
fications, new rocket guns and giant 
anti-aircraft being used by Nazis to 
ward off any attack on German-held 
Europe. Rocket guns fired at night 
provide a weird picture. Intention 
of these shots is to point up the 
tough proposition confronting Allied 
forces. This outstanding footage 
from the seized material will go to 
make up a four-reel subject soon to 
be shown workers 


wn war to aid in 
maintaining maximum production. 

T 7 

Universal's story on the fall of 


Bryansk is one of most powerful to 


conquering Russian troops encoun- 


, tered and what they found on enter- 


| 


Reviews 


| ) 
from page 38 — 
Welcome to the troops and reunions 
furnish an outstanding human-inter. 
est yarn. Movietone also covers the 
Russian front, highlight keing a tele. 
photo closeup (a vit clouded for that 
reason) of a wrecked Nazi tank and 
two crew members scrambling out 
when it catches fire. Same newsreel] 
has a batch of aerial views on fight 
| against the Japs (from the Army Air 
Force camera crew), realjm of 
which is accentuated with camera 
being jarred every time heavy guns 
are fired. 

Both Movietone and Universal 
cover the Italian front, latter having 
the most actionful material here, 
Plenty of grim details in this U story, 


with cameraman getting right be- 
hind artillerymen and intantry 
troops. -This photographer. Dave 


Oliver the formerly did comedy bits 
for Universal newsreel) is shown 
with his hand camera—a picturesque 
closeup of an American newsreel 
lensman in action. Same reel covers 
New Britain action, but jerky cam- 
era movements mar this footage. 
Paramount does a masterful job 
on the landing of the Acadia with 
776 wounded U. S. troops at an east- 
era seaboard. Pathe shows Al Smith 
asking for salesman recruits in the 
Fourth War Loan drive. It also has 
a fine story about synthetic rubber, 
'Par has the comedy yarn of the 
;}show—a pet squirrel dolled up in 
| latest femme garb. Arthur Hale's 
| ‘Confidentially Yours’ is above par, 
treating possible Europe invasion 
routes, how Allied aviators escape 
when forced to bail out, war pris- 
oner trials, and aspects of 1944 Dem- 
ocratic presidential campaign. ‘Task 
Force,’ two-reel Warner Bros. Tech- 
nicolor short, provides a_ colorful 
climax to bill. Wear. 


| More Concessions 


Continued from page 9 


| regional appeals boards, in accord- 
;ance with the suggestions of the 
| ITOA, the consent decree companies 
| favor the present procedure of con- 
centrating appeals in New York. 

‘There are a considerable number 
of changes to be made in the draft 
submitted last week,’ Clark said after 
the meeting. ‘Their spokesmen came 
here with a number of new ideas 
which they failed to incorporate in 
the draft. They promised to have a 
substitute ready Thursday or Friday. 

‘After we receive it, the next step 
will be to get the reactions of the 
organizations representing the inde- 
pendent exhibitors. What will hap- 
pen after that, I cannot say.’ 

Among those present at yester- 
day’s sesh were Spyros Skouras, 201h; 
N. Peter Rathvon, RKO; J. Robert 
Rubin and Stanley Thompson, MGM; 
Barney Balaban, Par, and Joseph 
Hazen and Howard Levinson, War- 
ner Bros, 


Rep Biggie for Wayne 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Next John Wayne starrer at Re- 
| publie will be produced by Albert J. 
| Cohen with a $1,000,000 budget. 


| Currently Wayne is ring Army 
come from the Russo-Nazi struggle. | Ar 
It’s a vivid, intimate view of what | 


| outposts in the South Pacific and 
will not return until April. Mean- 
while Cohen is hunting a suitable 


ing that formerly held German city. | story. 


| begin as soon as the War Production | 


Board releases the necessary ma- 


| terial. 


‘has a 


| Warners 


The announcement caused tongues 
to wag in the Variety Club where 
showmen gether. Warner Bros. ' 
practical monopoly on_ th: 
Washington neighborhood locations 
has a working agreemen' 
with Metro on bookings which satis- 
fies that production unit. Paramount 

its product 
houses and the Warner 


between th: 


splits th 
Loew thea- 
tres. 

Kass, while _  independentl; 
wealthy, is said to have some assur- 
ances from the industry that he will 
t first-run bookings, if and when 
his theatre doors open. Some of the 
large producing companies have not 


been wholly satisfied with the 
Washington exhibitor setup. Twen-' 
'tieth Century-Fox United} 


Artists play the Loew houses, but | 
they have not always been satisfied | 


' with the bookings provided. 


| prepared to say what arrangements | 
| he 


As a smart showman Kass is not | 
has made for bookings and | 
financing, but it’s not believed he got | 
the green light without some as- | 
surances from the industry that his | 
screens wall be filled. With steel 
soon available for civilian construc- 
tion, and a wider use of plastics— 
stressed in the announcement these 
houses may become reality in 1944. 


The tiouses, he says, will all be mod- 
ern in construction, and all except 
the Connecticut avenue locations 
will have ample parking space. 


‘man might conceivably forget his | 


“Wheaties” and "Breakfast of Champions” are 
cegistered trade marks of General Mills, lnc. 


“‘Now that you mention it, Miss Turtle, I did forget 
something this morning . .. my Wheaties.”’ 


No, not that! ...In a fuzzy 


moment, your true Wheaties | 


| britches, but never the Cereal He | 


Loves. . . . How could he, when 
that Waeaties flavor does such 
wonders in dulling the brutal 
pangs of getting up? 


| 
| 
— 
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Yanking of Polish Unionist Hour 
By WJB (Det.) Stirs Court Battle: 


‘Communist Vs. Fascist’ Issue Arises 


Detroit, Jan. 18. 
Troubles of American stations air- 
ing foreign language broadcasts are 


Emerson Radio Corp. 


strongly reflected here in two suc-! 
cessive injunctions jssued against Auditions Green Valley 


Emerson Radio Corp. auditioned 
‘Green Valley. U. S. A.,’ serial dra- 
matic show directed by Hi Brown, 
on Saturday (15). Show, heard for 
more than a year sustaining on CBS, 
| went off the air last November. 
Santos Ortega is narrator on ‘Valley.’ 

William H. Weintraub agency is 
handling for Emerson. 


WJBK forbidding it from taking off, 
the air the Polish ‘Ray of Truth’ 
Hour. 

For the past two Sundays the De- 
troit station, which airs plenty of 
foreign-language broadcasts, has 
been restrained by court order from 
interfering with the pregrams spon- | 
sored by the Polish Unionists Ractio 
Hour Ass'n. The row has produced, 
ramifications that have not only the 


legal aspects but have spread ve WJZ, N. a Developing 
that the pro- | Own 15-Minute Shows; 
3 Eyed By Sponsors 


gram has ‘communistic sponsorship’ | 
and that it is controversial since it 
WJZ, N. Y., has inaugurated three 
station-produced nighttime 15- 


discusses such matters as the Polish 
boundary dispute ‘over which the 

minute programs, which are receiv- 
ing xibbles from sponsors. 


Polish people are divided and which 
‘Letter to Your Serviceman,’ fea- 


tends to serve in a manner contrary 
to our national ‘unity.’ 

Qn the other hand, attorneys for 
the Polish Unionists contend that the 
station exercises the right of censor-| 
ship on the scripts before they are 
used. that the group had dedicated 
its programs ‘to winning the wa? in 
collaboration with the United Na- 
tions’ and that it is not the Unionists 
but another Polish organization) 
‘which believes the Polish boundary 
dispute should be settled first in the 
interests of Allied unity.’ 

While the legal fight will be con-| 
tinued in the courts here to deter- | 
mine whether the program can con- | 
tinue, heads of the sponsoring! 
group, including State Senator Stan-} 
ley Nowak, have carried their fight | NAME GENE ROUSE T0 
to organized labor. 

R. J. Thomas, head of the-power- 
ful United Automobile Workers} 
Union, declared that the station has 
sent him a letter explaining that its 
act in ruling out the program was 
not due to prejudice against 
but because of the same _ reasons 
WJBK cited in court ‘communistic! 
sponsorship and being disruptive to 
national unity.’ 

Meanwhile, the Polish labor lead- 
ers have countered with a charge 


girl, which originated on a= sus- 
taining basis, has been sold to John 
David stores, with the Gussow- 
Kahn agency handling. Show is 
heard Fridays 10:30-10:45 p.m. 

Musicat program featuring Jack 
Smith, whispering baritone, and an 
instrumental trio, is heard Thurs- 
clays 7:30-7:45 p.m., while ‘Girl Back 
Home,’ in which Vera Massey drama- 
tizes incidents in life of a girl and 
her serviceman, is heard Tuesdays in 
the 7:30 to 7:45 p.m. slot. 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 


| announcers in the central 


pointed head of the 
The appointment, which is effective 
immediately, was announced last 
week by Ed Boroff, vice-president of 


| the Blue Network in Chicago. 
that the cancellation of their broad-| Rouse stated that he would an- 
casts was due to pressure put on 


nounce the policy of the newly- 
formed department some time next 
week after the staff of the section 
has been selected. New brass hat 
was night supervisor of announcers 
for NBC prior to his 
Blue. Rouse is one of the first seven 
announcers 6n the air in America 
broadcasting the election returns 
over WNAL in Omaha in 


Too Many Comedians, 
So Gaxton Bows Off | well as handling the first derby ever 
. ired fro chi 
Broadway Showtime 9 be aired from Churchill 
William Gaxton has stepped out as 


star of the ‘Broadway Showtime’ air | Dick Haymes Program 
show sponsored Ballantine’s.} 
Moving Back to Coast 


heard Monday nights in the 10:30-11| 
Dick Haymes’ Bourjois, Inc. (‘Eve- 


p.m. slot over CBS. Reported that! 
comedians on the program, which also; §!5 In Paris’ face powder) commer- 


WJBK by a ‘clique of Detroit Polish 
fascisti, in the guise of American 
patriots, who have been trying to 
force a rift between the United 
States and Russia.’ | 


Gaxton felt there were too many} 


Premieres 


(Jan. 19 to 29) 


Jan, 20 
‘Viva America,’ musical revue, 


to be short-waved to 20 Latin- 
American countries; 11:30-12 
midnight, Thursdays; WABC- 


CBS; sustaining. 
Jan, 24 
‘Out of This World,’ narration 


| 


| turing David Bacharach and a cover | 
| 


of short, short stories: 9:55-10 
p.m. Mondays through Satur- 
days: WJZ-Blue: Coronet mag; 


Schwimmer & Scott, agency. 

Horace Heidt and Orchestra, 
music; 7-7:30 Mondays; 
WJZ-Blue: Charles E. Hires Co.; 
N. W. Aver & Son, agency. 

Lowell Thomas, 
6:45-7 p.m., Mondays through 
Fridays; WEAF-NBC: Sun Oil 
Co.; Roche, Williams and Cun- 
nyngham, agency. 

Jan. 26 

‘The Orson Welles Show,’ va- 
riety with guest stars; 9:30-10 
p.m. (PWT) Wednesdays: KNX- 
CBS Pacific Coast stations only; 
Socony Vacuum Oil Co.; Comp- 
ton, agency. 


Fire-U, Radio 
Deal Reported; 
News to 4 Webs 


Reports from London are that a 
major American radio outfit has 
leased a station in neutral Eire for 
commercial and U. S. Government 
purposes. However, the four major 
webs last week said they had no 
knowledge of it, although spokesmen 
for the chains admitted 


newscasts; 


HEAD NEW BLUE DEPT. 


Gene Rouse, former supervisor of | 
division | 
labor! of the Blue Network, has been ap- |! 
newly-formed | 
news and special events department. | 


joining the} 


1920, as! 


Downs. | 


that such a move would not ‘be a bad 
idea.’ It was pointed out that-many 
obstacles would have to be overcome 
to obtain such an outlet. 

Eire’s neutrality has been strictly 
maintained since the outbreak of 


hostilities, it must be noted, and al- | sited. 

though observers mentioned that of- Paige, conductor on several other 

ficial Ireland may be leaning towards | M¢twork shows, naturally felt that 

the United Nations in the face of | Sloppy music ree the Downey stanzas 

encouraging battlefront commu-| Was not boosting, his rep as maestro 

niques, it was not thought likely although this, according to insiders, 
is not the reason for his leaving the | 


their policy would change sutficient- 
ly to allow American radio interests 
to start operations on Irish soil. 

The attitude of the FCC also was 
mentioned as an important factor in | 
such an arrangement, with little like- | 
lihood seen that permission for a} 
foreign lease would be approved | 
without lengthy deliberation on the | 
part of the Commission. So far as 
could be learned. no petition for such 
permission has been presented to the 
EGC. 

Possible kickback the BBC 
also tints the picture. it was learned, 
with fear expressed that cooperation 


from 


xcen enjoyed by American radio in- | 
terests might not 
the Eire-American deal were con. | 


/summated. This. of course, is strictly | 


conjecture, with other interested 


features Johnny Morgan as a regular,| cial show on the Blue net (Thurs, | Parties holding to the view that BBC 


No permanent replacement has yet | 18°30 p.m.) moves back to Holly- | 


been made for Gax arry yd| Woed again next month, but with 
made for Gaxton. Barry Wood} 
does a guest shot on the show next! Part of it emanating from N. Y. 


Monday (24). Program bowed in| Haymes is due to start another film 
several weeks ago, idea being to re- for 20th-Fox Feb. 7 and will leave 
vive oldtime Broadway musicomedy | for the Coast Jan. 28. His first 
hits. | stam from, there will be on Feb. 3, 
J. Walter Thompson is the agency. | with Emil Newman, 20th studio con- 
| ductor, batoning accompaniment. 
° Ray Bloch’s orchestra, which has 
Cliff Edwards Program accompanied Haymes during the 
en | singer's N. Y. originations the past 
Auditioned By Blue six or eight weeks, will remain on 
the show, being cut in from N. Y. 
Blue network officials auditioned a —---- - 
15-minute variety show built around y 
Cliff Edwards (Ukelele Ike) on Fri-| Rieckenbacher to Coast 
day (14). r 
Plan, if approved, is to feature As Y&R Talent Buyer 
Edwards thrice-weekly over the web Hollywood. Jan. 18. 
as a showcase for prospective spon-| Paul Rickenbacher is being trans- 
sors. | ferred here from the N. Y. office of 
Young & Rubicam to take over tem- 
porarily as talent buyer. 
| rington figures that with the heavy 
| Coast load Rickenbacher will be 


RADIO’S ONE WORLD 


Universal Language in 25 
Forecast By MBS Prexy { 
Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 


radio continues developing, 
McClintock, MBS prexy, told Min- 
neapolis Advertising Club last week. | 

‘No part of the world will be more, Atlanta.—Dixon Babb is the new-! 


Tom Har-! 


Years | more valuable here than in the east. 


jrecently returned from across the At- 


i land it was news to them. 


| Switches will relieve Clare Olm-| of ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ on WEAF-NBC 
; stead of post. He recently resigned| for Procter & Gamble, on Monday 
The world will have one common. | to go with McCann-Erickson as v.p | 17) entered the Navy as an ap- 
universal language in 25 years if} in charge of Coast radio and produ-| Prentice seaman. He has in the past 
Miller cer of the Westinghouse program. | 


| branch of 


would adopt a noncommittal attitude 
on the whole thing without changing 
the present setup as regards ex- 
change broadcasts, rights to British | 
materials and sources, ete. 

John Royal. NBC vice-presidert 


lantic. was quick to point out that | 
similar rumors have been circulated | 
in England before. but that no foun- | 
dation had been 
them. He was inclined to put the 
latest report in the same category } 

Mutual. CBS and Blue network of- | 
ficials likewise disclaimed knowledge | 
of such a move. and the overseas | 
OWI in Washington and | 
New York also declared that if 
American radio was moving into Ire- 


established for 


Van Ronkle Into Navy, 
Anne Nichols to Direct 


Alfred (Rip) Van Ronkle, director | 


occasionally collaborated with Anne 

Nichols.*author of ‘Abie,’ on the 

script of that and other shows. 
Miss Nichols will take over di- 


unofficially | ; 
| out-of-town experiences on Downcy’s | 


by the British concern such as has | y 


? 1 > | 
be forthcoming if 700. 


Local Stations Still Have Far to Go 
To Meet Community Needs—Straus 


Jan. 31 Debut For 
‘Luncheon With Lopez’ 


Monday, Jan. 31, has been set for 
the bow in of ‘Luncheon with Lopez’ 
show from the Taft hotel, N. Y., 
grill by Van Camp, Inc., on behalf 
of Tenderoni, spaghetti condiment. 

Program will be heard over 133 
Mutua] stations and will be heard 
thrice - weekly, Monday - Wed. - Fri., 
from 1:30 to 1:45 p.m. (EWT). 


Downey's Song Stanza 
Runs Into Budget Snag; 


Morton Downey's daytime song 
stanza for Coca-Cola on the Blue net- 
work has been renewed effective 
next month under the usual 13 weeks 
with renewal arrangement. Revised 
budget calls for new orch leader to 
replace Raymond Paige, with Jimmy 
Lytell, vet clarinet tooter frequently 
spotted on sustaining shows at the 
web, in line for maestro assignment. 

Also planned, is a reduction in 
size of combo now supporting Dow- 
ney and addition of vocal quartet to 
round out the five-times-a-week 
program. Present orch of 16 may be 
cut to eight men on new series. 
Smaller band, it is felt, would be 
available for road tours with Dow- 
ney who last year was spotted in 
hotel rooms and night clubs in Bos- 
ton, Washington and other cities by 
MCA but continued his daily broad- 
casts supported by local musickers. 

Advantage of having a regular mu- 
sical background for Irish warbler’s 
programs was emphasized by Paige's 


| 


Maestro was forced to de- 
hastily organized orchs 


last tour. 
pend on 


that musical performances in some 
cases was not all that could be de- 


show. Switch in batonecrs is budget 
matter alone, it’s reported. 

Nothing definite is yet lined up for 
singer’s out-of-town cafe appearances 
this season although he’s considering 
theatre and nitery shots in New 
York and on the road. 


| 


SINATRA’S BOND PITCH 
FROM SHRINE AUP. 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Sinatra will raise his voice for the 
sale of War Bonds Jan. 26, when his 


auditorium with its capacity of 6,- 
Admission will be by series E 
war bond ($18.75), and gives adults 
the opportunity of viewing The Voice 
at close range. 

So that the screeching kids won't | 
be entirely overlooked, they're being 
urged to fill their stamp books or 
sell a bond and get the ducat. Ameri- 
can Women’s Voluntary Services is 
handling the bond and ticket sale, 
and predicts a sellout. 


Several Sponsors Eyeing 
‘Joe Palooka’ Air Strip 


Several sponsors reported to be| 
interested in serializing ‘Joe Palooka,’ | 
cartoon character created by Ham 
Fisher, over one of the networks. } 

Script calls for a 15-minute strip | 
five-times-a-week, 


Newkirk Exits Don Lee 


Hollywood, Jan, 18, 
Van Newkirk is checking out of 
KHJ-Don Lee as program director as 
soon as a successor is named by 
Willet Brown, veepee of the Coast 
chain. He has been at the job for 
the past six years and with the net- | 
work on and off for 13 years. 
He'll devote full time to his agency 
biz, Broadcast’ Advertising, handling 
mostly church and religious accounts. 


MelIlwain in So. Pacific 
Schenectady, Jan. 18. 


Replace Raymond Paige 


made up of local AFM’s with result | 


imms program originates at Shrine | 


than one-tweifth of a second away 
from the Twin Cities by radio,’ he 
said. McClintock forecast develop- 


ment of international radio, with 
American networks shortwaving 


American messages around the globe. 


est addition to WGST, having joined) rection of the program herself. with 
| the merchandising depariment. Babb | James Haupt, of the NBC staff,-and 
'comes to WGST with a background} Joe Rines, musical director, assist- 
of seven years merchandising ex- ing. She will continue to be assisted 
perience. He was recently released! on the script by Adelaide Matthews 
‘from the merchant marine. land H. H. (‘Bud*) Stinson, 


Donald S. MclIlwain, formerly on! 
technical staff of WRGB, General, 
Electric television station in Sche-| 
nectady, is now a licutenant in the 
U. S. Signal Corps, stationed in| 


South Pacific. | 


By LESTER TUROFF 


| ‘Local stations have not comnlete- 
ily met the public service needs of 
|their communities nor fully realized 
| their potentialities along those lines.’ 
/according to Nathan Straus, presi- 
| dent and new owner of WMCA, New 
York. Straus purchased the station 
(on Sept. 138 from Edward J. Noble, 
| whose purchase of the Blue Network 
forced him to dispose of WMCA. On 
| taking over the station from Noble. 
he had declared that commercial 
considerations would not be permit- 
ted to interfere with the proper 
function of the station as a medium 
of entertainment and education and 
his tenure thus far and plans for 
the future bear out this original 
promise and are responsible for the 
statement regarding the failure of 
local stations to meet the needs of 
their communities. 

As Straus sees it, a local 
has a function distinctly 


station 
different 


ithan that of a network outlet. The 
local station should be primarily 
concerned with doing a local job. 


. 
| In other words, meeting the publie 
| service needs of the community and 
ithe test applied to any program on 
such a_ station should be whether 
| it performs this service and whether 
it is a local job which couldn't be 
done by a network, 

Putting It Into Practice 

The results of this viewpoint are 


best illustrated by WMCA’s recent 
five-hour broadeast of Christmas 
messages from men and women of 


the New York area emanating from 


various overseas points. This proe 
gram met both tests; it did a serve 
ice for the community and it was 


of limited appeal unsuitable for a 
network. This was the first of the 
programs along the lines delineated 
by Straus’ policy but there are many 
| others set for the future and many 
(Continued on page 49) 


Switch Ist Major Step 
To Separate Networks 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 
With work on the new oifices of 
the Blue Network on the 18th floor 
of the Merchandise Mart scheduled 
to be completed by Feb. 1, the first 
major move of the actual separation 
of the two networks will get under- 


| way. Space ‘vas acquired two 
months ago when Marshall Field 
| and Cc. agreed to sublease space 


ithey had formerly oecupied on the 
| floor below the Blue Network offices. 
' In listing some of the offices to 
be moved into the new quarters Ed 
Boroff, vice president of the Blue's 
central division, said that the entire 
program iffie, transcrintion 
brary, guest relations and news and 
special events departments would 
make the change. Many of the other 
departments will be moved but will 
remain on the 19th floor. These in- 
clude engineering, promotion, sales 


| business and publicity. 


N. Y. City Center Opera 
Broadcasts Being Set 


Radio circles are exhibiting inter- 
est in the recently-announced week 
of operatic presentations at the New 


York City Center of Music and 
Drama. Operatic company will give 
eight performances of three operas, 
‘Tosca,’ ‘Carmen’ and ‘Martha’ uncer 


direction of Laszola Haszlo, forme? 
director of the St. Louis Opera Ass! 

NBC has already made arrangement 
to pick-up the second act of the Feb. 
26 performance of ‘Carmen. Show 
will take over the 3:30-4:30 p.m. spot 
for the one day. WMCA, N. Y., has 
even more ambitious plans on tap if 
they can be worked out to the satis- 
faction of all concerned. The N. Y. 
station would like to air complete 
performance of the three produc- 
tions. 


Conan, CBS Engineer, 
Resigns, Lodge Steps In 


Edwin K. Cohan has resigned as 
director of general engineering at 
CBS, and William B. Lodge, who su- 
pervised the department during 
Cohan’s recent leave of absence, wi!! 
resume supervision of the network's 
general engineering, design and cde- 
velopmental activities. 

Cohan joined CBS in 1930 and was 
named engineering director four 


years later, 


| 
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The Man Who Didn't Go to Dinner 


A network exec has been taking 


and well he might. 
The exec in question shcwed up 


a terrific ribbing the past week— 


It all stems from his being slow on the uptake. 


at the Wednesday (12) afternoon 


cocktail party which Owens-Illinois and CBS tossed at the Berk- 


shire hotel, N. Y., for Alfred Drake 


Matinee’ program on which Drake 
Broadway's top musicomedies also s 


on behalf of the CBS ‘Broadway 


is starred. Femme star of one of 
howed up and, in fact, proved the 


life of the party. There were plenty of envious eyes cast in the 
direction of the network official, who had only then been introduced 
to the current Broadway toast, when he was seen leaving the party 


with her. 


On the way down to the hotel lobby in the elevator the gal asked 


the network biggie where he was 


headed for. ‘I'm going to Grand 


Central,’ he responded, and he in turn put the same question to her, 


‘Oh, I’m going to have dinner, then 
When they reached the outside of 
network rep piped: 
‘Well, 
better take the first cab.’ 


go on to the show,’ she replied. 
the hotel and a cab pulled up, the 


since you've got to have dinner and get to your show, you 


Woodbury Says No 
Won't Drive 


Soap on Jive, 
Fans Into Lather 


The Sunday night Blue cig 
‘Basin Street’ show is undergoing a! 
gradual face-lifting in an effort: to 
lift the program out of the ‘bobby 
sox’ division and attract more adult 
listeners with increased pocketbook 
potential. Sponsor feels, it’s re- 
ported, that past accent on jive 
music from the Paul Lavalle tooters 
and too much reliance on guesters 
failed to provide attractive conti-| 
nuity to bring listeners back week 
after week. 

First step in revising format was) 
introduction, Jan. 2, of Richard, 
Dubonnet Montgomery, Negro comic | 
out of ‘Carmen Jones,’ in handy man | 
role for gagging with Milton Cross. 
Montgomery, cast as Tschaikowsky 
T. ‘(for Toscanini) Johnson, new- 
comer to network radio, is a pint- 
sized ‘Rochester’ type, and before 
being signed for the Billy Rose 
smash was active in nitery entertain- 
ment circles, 

Lennen & Mitchell, builders of 
‘Basin Street,” are sceking o-her 
characters to insert into the program 
in an effort to build continuing inter- 
est. Writer Jay Sommers also is 
building Cross as comic-emcee but 
will continue ‘insult’ policy for 
guesters on the show. 

Lavalle combo has been swee‘ened 
up with addition of eight fiddles and 
will go in for more commercial song 
selections picking »op and show 
tunes rather than jazz oldies hereto- 
forc featured in line with ‘Basin 
Street’ tab. 

Although sponsor and agency re- 
fuse to admit publicly that there is 
such a thing as a Fred Allen program 


competing, it’s generally conceded 
that ‘Basin Street’ bows into to a 
tremendous audience following the 
Winchell 9 p.m. airing, but loses a 


200d segment of this 15 minuies later 
when the Texaco show comes on 
Over CBS. 

If successful in creating new char- 
acters capable of building a follow- 


ing, feeling is the Woodbury Opus | 
Will be able to hold more listeners | 
for last 15 minutes cf air time. No 


effort will be made, howewer, to hold 
back any dynamite for this portion, 
according to the producers. 

Gues‘ters lined up for ‘Basin Street 
include Lawrence Tibbett (23) and 
Ge rtrude Nie 


Joe E. Brown On 
New 44-Hr. Show 


Joe“E. Brown, the comedian, 

Will be featured on a new audience 
Participation program titled ‘Stop 
and Go’ over 164 stations of the Blue 
Starting March 23. Show will be 
sponsored by McKesgon & Robbins, 
with product to be plugged to be de- | 
cided upon shortly. It will be heard 
10:30 to 11 p.m. (EWT) and will ema- 
nate from Hollywood. 

William Larcombe, radio director 
of J. D. Tarcher & Co:, agency on the | 
account, will handle. McKesson & 
Robbins plans an advc tising budget | 
Of $2,500,000, verin: ell mtdia, in- , 


cluding radio, for 1944. | 


| use on 


Washington 


Laird Ci 


G. W. Hill Repeats As 
LS-MFT Slogan Builds 
into Top Laugh Gag. 


LS-MFT, LS-MFT—latest cryptic | 
slogan which has been getting strong | 
plug on cigaret company’s air- 


| shows being repeated over and over 
‘again in Morse code and vocally—is 


ELECTION 


By DON WALSH 
A very. determined’ character 
armed with brass knucks and a loud 
voice is lurking around the radio 
corner and his name is Politics. This 


but headaches to the networks and 
more than a few earaches to the 
radie audience but he shows up, just 
as regular as Leap Year, every four 
years. 

The airtime picture this year is 
somewhat more complicated than in 
previous election years, but network 
officials are whistling their fears 
away and, almost to a man, insist 
they will take the pre-convention 
and election campaigns in stride with 
only minor disruptions of regular 
broadcast programs. 

. Major complication, of course, is 
the war with its consequent increase 
in network hours devoted to news 
broadcasts and kindred public serv- 
ice or patriotic programs. During 
the peak of the presidential cam- 
paign, it’s feared in some quarters, 
radio may be stripped of much en- 
tertainment as demands of the poli- 


ticians for heavily populated time 
| spots eliminate many top ranking 
shows. With all webs reporting new 
| highs for time sold, the prospects are 
that, even with expected summer 
withdrawals, the period between 
June and November will not provide 
many open spots for candidates and 
stump speakers of national impor- 


popping up regularly on programs. tance. 


being paid for by other sponsors. 


Fred Allen, Jack Benny and Stage | 


Door Canteen are the latest shows to 


give Lucky Strike a free boost and | 


on Sunday night (16) alone the LS- 
MFT ‘password’ garnered laughs in 
Slogan is abbreviation ‘for ‘Lucky 
Strike Means Fine Tobacco.’ 

It's the first time George 
Hill has popularized a 
constant repetition so 


not 


catchword by 


‘that other shows adopted the ‘trade- 


mark.’ ‘Lucky Strike green has 
gone to war.’ ‘The Best Tunes of All’ 
and the unintelligible auctioneer’s 
chant also were widely 
other programs soon after being in- 
troed by the ciggie concern. 


KARLOFF THRILLER 
SERIES BEING SET 


Negotiations are near completion 
Boris Karloff to star the pic 
player in a half-hour mys- 
tery-thriller “series over the Blue. 
Program, which would emanate 
from the Coast, would be on a sus- 
taining basis in line with Biue’s pro- 
gram to build up its open time with 
audience-getting shows. 


with 
horror 


Geiger Vice Faulkner 


On ‘Hall of Fame’ Show 


Because of his health and a de- 
take things easier, George 
Faulkner checked off the Philco- 
‘Variety’ Radio Hall of Fame as chief 
scripter following Sunday’s (16) pro- 


sire to 


gram.” He's been succeeded by 
Milton Geiger, who authored the 
poetic drama, ‘Moonlight,’ on the 


Jan. 9 Blue network program which 
20th-Fox player, did 
as a guester. Geiger also scripts 
the Philip Morris Playhouse drama- 
lets. 

DeVere Engelbach, of course, con- 
tinues as the producer of the hour- 


‘cgar, 


‘length variety program. 


‘Mama, Who’s That Man?’ | 


| necessitated two postponements of | 


San Francisco, Jan. 18. 
Homefront dynamo 


nouncer Russell Snow, who, in addi- 


tion to his regular mike duties, puts | 
lin 12 


hours a week in volunteer 
|division of Coast Guard, besides 
working several hours a day as mo- 
; torman on Market Street Railway 
line. 

In his ‘spare’ time Snow commutes 
‘to Berkeley to catch fleeting glimpses 
of wife and son, 


used 


is KPO 


Equitable Time 

| Already the cry has been raised in 

| Washington by political opponents 

of the President that they be allowed 
(Continued on page 50) 


three competing programs. | 


Troubles Pile Up 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Lehn & Fink and the William 
Esty agency are getting slightly 
dizzy over trying to figure out just 
who owns ‘Blind Date,’ 
aired over the Blue Network. 
| Show, 
' chased from Tom Wallace, was ac- 
quired in turn by Wallace from Joe 
Floyd, Sioux Falls theatre manager. 
Early last month Verl Thompson, 
radio announcer at Sioux Falls, en- 
tered suit against Floyd to give an 
accounting of all funds received 
from the show on the basis that he 
was a partner of Fioyd’s in the show. 

Latest development is that Harold 
Gingrich, Chi radio producer for the 


W. E. Long Co., formerly of Sioux 
Falls, is about to enter suit on the 


basis that he is another partner in 
| the deal if not the sole owner. 
Peculiar angle is 
who originally sold the show as a 
Jocal program, still has ‘Blind Date’ 


on the air at Sioux Falls sponsored | 


Seek Cartoonist Hix For 


locally by the Minn. Brewing Co. 
and L. Beal, Inc., 
for Minnehaha Ale, 
that Lehn & Fink 
show over the Blue. 

Meanwhile, the show’s rating con- 
tinues to climb. 


local distributors 
at the same time 
are airing the 


WELLES TO LA; AIR 
DEBUTS JAN. 26 


Orson Welles heads from his 
Georgia recuperative rest to Holly- 
; wood to start his new 
| for Socony-Vacuum, Jan. 26: 

After his attack of yellow jaundice, 
which hospitalized the star and 


ithe radio program, plus cancellation 
of several guest shots which the 
William Morris agency had set up 
for him, Welles was ordered south 
to rest up. Continued warm weather 
requirements prompted the shift 
from Ga. to L. A. for the rest of 
the winter. 


Claudia Morgan, slated for the 


show, has been dropped and Welles | 


will select his entire cast on the 


Coast. 


POLITICAL 


quadrennial visitor brings nothings 


For Blind Date’ 


currently 


| 
which was originally pur- 


that Gingrich. | 


radio series | 


+ 


Show into Record 


Ribbings, Bally Boomerang Sinatra Air 


CAB Rating 


Can’t Buy Own Man 


Westinghouse, which sponsors 
John Nesbitt once a week on the 
Sunday afternoon Blue network 
show. starring John Charles 
Thomas, last week found itself in 
the peculiar position where it 
couldn’t buy its own man for 
additional network time. 

Westinghouse wants Nesbit for 
three weekly 15-minute news 
sessions on the Blue, but, with 
virtually everything set, learned 
that Chesterfield holds an option 
on the spicler, which prevents 
Nesbitt from taking on the Stow. 


Bulova to Decide 


This Wk. on Sale 
Of Four Stations 


An offer to Arde Bulova, majority 
stockholder, to buy WPEN, Philadel- 
phia; WNBC, Hartford; WELI, New 
Haven, and WCOP, Boston, for $1.- 
175,000, has been made by a group 
headed by William O’Neil, president 
| of the General Tire and Rubber Co. 
|}owners of the Yankee Network in 
| New England. Also included in the 
deal would be WPEN’s FM adjunct 
in Philadelphia. 

Bulova, as of yesterday (Tuesday), 
had not made a decision to sell his 
, interest in the stations, nor has he 
|; accepted an offer by the group to 
purchase WNEW, N. Y., at a price 
equal to that of any other offer, 
probably in the neighborhood of 
| $1,250,000. 
| Harold LaFount, general manager 
of the Atlantic Coast network, with 
which the stations involved are af- 
filiated, declared on Monday (17): 
|‘O’Neil’s offer to buy the four sta- 
|tions was received by telegram. 
Bulova and I have diseussed it, but 
no decision has been made, nor will 
one be madefuntil possibly the end 
of the week.’ 


+ The ribbing taken by Frank Sin- 


atra from practically every radio 
comedian, combined with the almost 
unprecedented word-of-mouth at- 
tention and the multiple-hammered 
pre-selling campaign by agency, net- 
work and sponsor, paid off last week 
in terms of 208% Cooperative 
Analysis of Broadcasting rating for 
The Voice’s new program. It was the 
highest opening count for any net- 
work show since the listener-probing 
organization came into existence. 

While it’s the consensus of opinion 
in the trade that the 20.8 rating ‘(the 
Hooper rating is 19.6) is more than 
likely to drop off, since it is predi- 
cated on the fact that a sizable seg- 
ment of the opening program's audi- 
ence was comprised of curious dial- 
twisters, it’s nevertheless conceded 
that seldom, if ever, has radio en- 
countered such pre-program ballyhoo 
or exploitation methods. That Sin- 
atra will sell plenty of vitamins, de- 
spite the wide variance of opinion 
as to the merit of the show, seems 
generally recognized. 

Just what effect the Sinatra-Vimms 
CBS show, heard Wednesday nights 
in the 9-9:30 slot, had on the Eddie 
Cantor program, opposition show on 
the NBC net, is undetermined, how- 
ever, as yet, since no rating was 
made of the Cantor program on the 
night that Sinatra teed off for Lever 
Bros. 

The Sinatra exploitation job, in 
which Lever Bros., CBS and the J. 

(Continued on page 50) 


Gosch’s Turn To 
Heat Up Carson 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Martin Gosch is back on the bridge 
of the Jack Carson soup show after 
having produced the audition which 
resulted in the sale to Campbell. In 
| the interim Vick Knight, bill Lawe 
rence, Ted Wick and Bert Praeger 
tried to steer the Warners star into 
the top comedy brackets, but failed 
| by more than a mere margin. With 
|a change of format from domestic 
didoes to situation comedy and the 
addition of Arthur Treacher and Ag- 
nes Moorehead as regulars, Gosch is 


HUBBELL ROBINSON 
NAMED VP. BY Y&R’ 


Hubbell Robinson, Jr., has been 
| made a vice president of Young and | 
| Rubicam, Ine. He'll continue as 
sociate radio director 


at the agency. 


aS- | 


(hopeful of getting a _ two-figure 
| Crossley. 

Continuing with the show are 

Freddy Martin, music direcior: Mary 
| Lee, vocalist; Eddie Marr, comic, and 
| Carlton KaDel!, announcer. Gosch 
will continue to produce Abbott and 
| Costello show for Camels. 


} 


| Appointment was announced by Ray-| 


mond Rubicam, chairman of the Y &R | 
board, 

Since joining the firm in 1928 Rob- 
|inson has served successively as 
assistant to the head of agency's 
radio activities, in charge of station 
relations and pilot of production and 
j talent. He was appointed associate 
| radio director last year. 


Air Show a La Ripley » 


McCann-Erickson, on behalf of a 
client, is reported to be negotiating 
| with John Hix, cartoonist of ‘Strange 
As It Seems,’ for a radio stint 

Program, a la ‘Believe It or Not’ 
Ripley, would emanate from the 
| Coast, where Hix headquarters. 


| Cregar’s Guestar Series 


| Laird Cregar is adding to his al- 
ready prolific record as a_ radio} 
| guest star. Heard yesterday (18) on! 
ihe Molle ‘Mystery Theatre,’ he’s set 
| tonight (19) for ‘Star for a Night,’ 
and is due on the ‘Inner Sanctur,’ 
show Saturday (22). 

Cregar’s also being paged for the 
Kate Smith Show on Jan. 28. 


Ruddell’s New Post 
Lawrence Ruddell, traffic manager 
| of international division of NBC for 
past three and a half years has been 
appointed recording supervisor for 
the Blue. 


“What's New?’ Cast Woes 
Mount; Jack Douglas 
Quits; Pact Cy Howard 


Cy Howard, currently featured in 
the cast of ‘Siorm Operation,’ the 
Maxwe!l Anderson drama at the Be- 


lasco, N. Y., has been signe-! as comic 
and script writer of the ‘What's 
New?’ program 7-8 p.m. Saturday 
nights on WJZ-Blue for RCA. Jack 


Douglas, regular comedian of the 
series, exited after last week’s broad- 
cast, and has returned to the Coast. 
His reason for quitting was that he 
felt he didn’t fit into ‘RCA 
family’ pattern planned for the 
stanza. 
; In addition to Howard, Irwin 
| Corey, currently appearing in the 
| show in the Cotillion room of the 
Pierre hotel, N. Y., also joins the 
| ‘What's New?’ cast. Celeste Holm, 
comedienne-singer who appeared on 
| last week’s broadcast, will continue 
in the spot. She’s currently in the 
legit musical, ‘Oklahoma,’ at the St. 
James, N. Y. 


‘HI, FELLOWS’ FOR GI's 

San Antonio, Jan. 18. 
New quarter-hour program being 
aired by WOAI is titled ‘Hi, Fele 
| lows’ and is beamed directly to the 
|enlisted men. Programs are written 
and produced by Harold Carr. 
Transcribed commercials are inter- 

woven in the continuity. 


the 
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*LET’S BACK THE ATTACK’ 


Cast: .cenry Morgenthau, Jr. Capt. 
Konald Reagan, Gen. Dwight D. | 
Eisenhower, Adm. Chester 
Nimitz, Bing Crosby, Ginny Simms, 
John Charles Thomas, Lt.-Cel. Wil- 
liam Slater, Arthur B. Langlie, 
Ellis Arnall, Coke R. SteVénson, 
Leverett Saltonstall, Rev. C. E.! 
Brennema., Martin Gabel, Raloh 
Locke, Barry Drew, Rod Hendrick- 
son, Michael Fitemaurice, Maurice 
Franklin, Adelaice Klein, Johnny 
Gibsen, Capt. G’enn Miller's Army 
Air Fore: Band, David Broekman 


orch, John Scoit Trotter, Victor 
Yeure etch 

Writers: Sgt. Paul Dudley, Forrest 
Barnes 


Director: Sgt. Paul Dudley 
60 Mins.: Mon., 9 p.m. (Single Time) 
Sustaining 
All Networks | 
To launch its Fourth War Loan |} 
Drive, the Treasury Dept. broadcast | 
Monday night (17) on the four major 
networks an entertaining, impressive 
60-minute program, which offered | 
Secretary Henry Morgenthau, Jr.. in 
a ‘performence’ as himself, plus ap- | 
peals by Gen. Eisenhower and Adm. | 
Nimitz, and appearances by such di- | 
verse people es Capt. Ronald Reagen, 
Bing Crosby. John Charles Thomas 
Ginny Simms: Governors Arthur B. 
Langlie (Washineton), Ellis Arnall 
(Georgia), Coke R. Stevenson (Tex- 
as) and Leverett Saltonstall (Massa- 
chusetts), and the minister and con- | 
gregation of a church in 
Bay. Wis. 
by Sst. 


Paul Dudley 


man and 
Glenn Miller and the 
Forces Band assisting 
York. and John Scott Trotter and 
Victor Young contributing to tha 
department from the Coast. 


Army Ajir 


Not only from a production stand- | 
point, but on the basis of the script | 
of the | 
Besides | 


itself, the complex nature 
show made it a tough one. 
the pickups from Washington, Holly- 
wood, the four state capitals and the 
Wisconsin town, 
the Pacific and to London for the re- 
spective spiels by Nimitz and Eisen- 
hower, to an Ohio airfield for the 
takeoff of one of the new jet-propiutl- 
sion planes, and even used several 
different studios in Radio City, N. Y. 
All this was smoothly written and 


produced, with the rich, full musical | 


score invaribaly an asset. 

In form, the show was direct and 
inspiring. Ht offered former film ac- 
tor Reagan as a mythical Pvt. Jim 
Jones, weary and questioning in an 
embattled foxhole, being told by 
Morgenthau what is being done to 
help him, what the American people 


must do to continue and expand that | 


help, and what the underlying mean- 
ing and justification of all the work 
and sacrifice and suffering are. 
various pickups and dramatized spots 
were all illustrative of the Secre- 


. tary’s statement. 


In a show so long and elaborate. 
there was inevitably some variation 
fn quality and effect. Although the 
script ingeniously tied most of the 
elements into the main theme, there 
were a few moments when the rele- 
vance of the material seemed a trifle 
remote. Also, it is possible that the 
entire program might have been 
more cohesive and impelling if it 
had been packed into a_ half-hour. 
But those were minor (and questio- 
able) flaws ina generally fine execu- 
tion of an enormously difficult as- 
siznm: The Treasury, those who 
actually prepared and performed the 
show, and the networks who pro- 
vided their facilites for it, may share 
the credit. Hobe. 


MUSICAL ALBUM 

With Guy Lembardo’s Orch 
30 Mins.; Sun., 10:30 p.m. 
CHELSEA-EDGEWORTH 

TOBACCO 
WJZ-Blue, New York 

(Warwick & Legler) 

Guy Lombardo’s new commercial in 
behalf of Chelsea cigarets and Edee- 
worth pipe tobacco incorporates a 
good idea into the by-now standard 
performance of his honey-style band. 


Title usicel Album,’ it features 
the son preferred by various out- 
standing personalities in various 
fields. It’s a good excuse for varying 
what would otherwise be an un- 
varnished -musical program and 
which at this late hour might b« 
digesied as an ordinary band remote 

However, this opening show wasn’t 
too well paced and the first three 
numbers, all cucrent pops, gave birth 
to the stuspic’on that the ‘favorite 
melody’ idea is just another gooz?i 
publicity gac. “Surrey With Fringe’ 
was okay for a starter, but then 
came ‘My Heart Tells Me. Aside 
from two pops in suceession, that 


was all right, but the next was ‘Take 
It Easy.’ oreferred by. Lauritz 
Melchior. Since a recording of this 
ture. a new one, is a current coin 


machire feve as recorded by Lom- | 


bardo it solidified the gag imvression 
and didn’t kelp pacing. Later the 
band grov red a string of s‘andards. 
Commercials for Chelsea’ and 
Edgeworth were ladled fairly heavily 
in two spots at the outset, but since 
Chelsea is apparently a new product 
and this its first program, that can 
be excused, O were okay. 
Wood. 


Williams | 
It was skillfully written | 
and Forrest | 
Barnes, and directed by the former. | 
And it had a genuinely distinguished | 
musical background by David Broek- | 
his orchestra, with Capt. | 


from New | 


the show went to) 


The | 


Musical ‘Support’ 


There can be no question that one of the production highlights of 


the radio season to date was the 1 
Tallulah Bankhead and cast 


ported A 


nusical accompaniment which sup- 
in a scene from ‘Lifeboat,’ the pic- 


ture, as presented upon the ‘Radio Hall of Fame’ program Sunday night 


(16>, 

This is not written boastfully, b 
the ‘Hall of Fame’ show, but to giv 
work. And that is what Teddy Di 
fa com was also concerned, t 

Within the trade this 
apprecinte it more than the drama 
ceive it all too seldom. 


There are other musical directors 
and who know how to 


arrangers 


musical comedy field has there ever 


mon”? performers who have 
proiessionals who caught Goodman 
sheer admiiation, watched Goodma 
watched the stage. Why? The 
Whiteman. So does Teddy Dale. 
Broekman and Capt. Glenn Miller 
backcrop for the Bond drive hour. 

The profession has known many 
backsrounds, in its various branche 
joved 
with Joseph Car! Breil’s score for 
gi@atest of any of ’em. 
invaluable one of these ace scores 
the picture we have in mind. 


kind of work is known_as ‘support.’ 


man 
Just last Monday night (17) David 


numberless expert examples. 


ecause ‘Variety’ is connected with 
e c_edit to one whale of a piece of 
ile turned in on this arrangement. 
hen a bouquet to him as well. 

None 
tic players who receive it, and re- 


. besides Whiteman, who have their 
play and support a show. In the 
been anyone better than Al Good- 
worked with Goodman; also those 
shows from out front and who, in 
n work in the pit as much as they 
knows his business. So does 


did one sweet job on the musical 


fine musical accompaniments, or 
‘s. Pictures, particularly, have en- 

But for pictures it all started 
‘The Birth of a Nation,’ still the 


And is it wasting space to point out just how 


can be—for RKO's ‘King Kong’ is 


Do you remember ‘Kong,’ the story of a gigantic ape—or Superman 


—in a rug. He knocked over the Em 
screamed her way through what 


gorilla’s initial appearance somethit 
what a good score can do sometime 
the one on ‘King Kong.’ He’s now 
It was a job. A pip. 
/ grounds for the dramatic episodes 
| ries back through Laird Cregar, 
| miss, Claire Niessen. 


inal melody. 
Low, which Ginny Simms did so 
| Edwards’ piano. 


tones, call ’em what you will, wh 


You can guess the kind of a feature it was. 
tastic, impossible, films, but a good one. 
score made it good with the musical buildup and introduction to the 


pire State building while Fay Wray 
generously was termed the story. 
One of those novel, fan- 
And why was it good’ The 


1g to freeze you in your seat. That's 
‘s, save a picture. Max Steiner did 
at Warners. 


So Teddy Dale also pushed one of these scores through for ‘Lifeboat.’ 


Incidentally, Dale is the boy who has been doing the musical back- 


on ‘Hall of Fame.” That now car- 
Brian Donlevy, and the unknown 


Each arrangement has been sood and, further, 
Dale is also the one who made ‘Valencia’ sound, as Whiteman played 
it, as if it had been written ali over 
He also tossed in that bit of needle point on ‘Speak 


again, but without losing the orig- 


well, and the piano behind Joan 


Ii so happens that musical accompaniments, backgrounds, under- 


en they stand out, and no matter 


where they fall, are gems and just as precious. Sid. 
YSOMETHING FOR THE GIRLS’ was wrong with the whole show— 


| With Ensign Anne Fairleigh Burke, 


Seamen (Ist cl.), Rosemarie 
Schlack, Vic Mizzy and _ Irving 
Taylor, Dick Brown, Merle Pitt 


orch, guests 
Writer: Elizabeth Breuer 
| Director: William McGrath 
30 Mins.: Sat., 5 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
| WNEW, New York 
| Second program in new series on | 
the New York indie designed to 
| boost WAVE recruiting was standout | 
in the music department, but bogged | 
idown badly otherwise. Merle Pitt's 
house orch delivered its usual fine 
| performance, and singing by WAVE 
| Rosemarie Schlack and Dick Brown 
was well up to network standards. 
Ex-songwriters Vie Mizzy and Irving 
Tavlor, now dbluejackets. also grooved 
with a patriotic parody to the tune 
of ‘Sunday. Monday.’ 


Introductory chatter by Ens. Anne ' 


Feirleigh Burke and her interview 
with ‘hero of the week’ Seaman Jo- 
seph Schillece, 22-year-old Chicago 
veteran of the Sicilian campaign. 
were not, however, among the pro- 
finer things The 
sailor who left his ward at Brooklyn 
| Naval hospital to participate, obvious- 
ly was nervous and ill at ease han- 
dlin» the prepared script, and the 
uniformed femmecee failed to snap 
him out of it. As a matter of 
Scaman Schillece’s nervousness 
iscemed to transfer itself to Ens. 
| Rurke, which made for heavy going 
around. 

| Her reading of 
land other 

Was halting and stilted for the most 
part. Singers Schlack and Brown 
| bolstered things a lot and. with Pitt's 


eram’s 


recruiting 


| musickers, salvaged the 30 minutes to | 
Civilian | 
months ago} 


the best 


Brown. 


of their abilities. 
discharged 10 
from the Army Air Force, 
with ‘Couldn’t Sleep a Wink.’ 


socked 
and the 


WAVE songstress dittoed with 
‘Siormy Weather’ and ‘Too Young or 
Too Old.’ 


Pre“ram has possibilities that more | 


xoert 
44 
thettt 


scripting 
aratl 
i amkic is 
tightened. 


could develop if 
brushed up -and 


Donn. 


‘WINGS OVER NEW YORK’ 

W th Bea Wain, Pvt. Vince Darasi, 
Set. Lyle Dedrick, Lt. William R. 
Butler, Chief Warrant Officer 
Elmer Reid, Mitchel Fieid Band 

Direc-or: Pvt. Richard Pack 

39 Mins.; Mon., 9-9:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNEW, New York 
‘Wings Over New; York’ is a GI. 

| var-ety show put on by personnel at 

the Army Air Force base, Mitchel 
Fie’, L. I. Initial program Monday 
(17) was an amateurish endeavor, 
| which is bound to result in sharp 
drop of listeners for ensuing pro- 
crams, unless much improvement is 
shown. 


Plan is to feature each week a 
‘Pin-Up Girl topflight radio 
entertainers. Bea Wain was first 


guest and she came through okay. 
But the band that backed her up was 
a cress between Spike Jones and his 
City Slickers and the Korn Kobble:s. 
As a matter of fact, that 


wounded | 


| 
fact. | 


plugs | 
incidental chatter likewise | 


what ! 


the music. 


Either the leader didn’t care or he | 


didn’t have the experience. In any 
event, the band missed practically 
every cue, and in playing for Miss 
Wain was a beat or two behind her 
on both her songs. 

Format of the show was in the ap- 
proved variety style. After an intro- 
duction concerning i's aims, the 
band played an overture, followed by 


a solo by Pvt. Vince Darasi, ac- 
cordionist. Bea Wain sang ‘Stormy 
Weather’ and ‘Besame Mucho’ and 


the G.I. audience showed strong ap- 
proval. Followed an Army Aijr 
Forces newsreel, sounding off: ‘Story 
of the Week,’ ‘Highlight of the Week,’ 
‘Oddest Story of the Week’ and story 
of a N. Y. or N. J. flier who was 
given an air medal. 
bonds and for air force enlistments 
| by youths 17 years of age was also 
included. Sten. 


Follow-up Comment 


Every once in a while some clever 


scripting material comes along to 
give a pleasant and surprising lift 
| to an otherwise banal quiz show 
| which, because of the intelligence 


|} quotient of the participants and 
| through no fault of the presiding 
|} emcee, more often as not comes off 
| with sad results. While the Phil 


Baker ‘Take It or Leave It’ Sunday 
night CBS show generally maintains 
a high batting average, nevertheless 
| the appearance of Marlene Dictrich 
| last Sunday (16). with an accom- 
panying script turned out by Hal 
Block (who, incidentally, was given 
a credit tag line at the conclusion), 
gave the program a solid hypo. The 
| Dietrich-Baker crossfire, terminating 


in the inevitable round of questions, 
was of a sock variety. with the 
glamor gal from films putting it 


|} across in unusually fine manner. 

| ‘What's New?’ was a bit ragged 
Saturday night (15), its first broad- 
| con from New York. via WJZ-Blie. 
|Apparently the Thompson agency 
|} and RCA will have to whip the show 
into shape again, since the move 
from Hollywood necessitated whole- 
sale changes in cast and production 
setup. Celeste Holm, who joined the 
stanza as regular comedienne. is a 
definite assct if carefully used. As 
heard on this occasion she got by 
nicely in several comedy spots with 
others of the cast. and was a definite 
click with one special song, ‘I Wish I 
| Were in Love Again.’ But she lacks 
the voice to do such numbers as ‘Sur- 
rey With a Fringe.’ unless before a 
visual audience, where her appear- 
ance is the saver. Still a compara- 
tive newcomer as a comic, Miss Holm 
still has lot to learn about variation 
and emphasis and timing, but she 
ihas already made progress. Jack 
Doulas, continuing as chief comic of 
the show. still suffers from uneven 
material, a rather heavy style and 
rough performance. Jim Amecche is 
acceptable as m.c.. suce**‘ing his 

(Continued on page 50) 


? 


A piich for war | 


‘THE LIFE OF RILEY’ 

With William Bendix, Georgia 
Backus, Hans Conried; Ken Niles 

Comedy 

Writers: 
Scott 

Director: 


Alan Lipscott, Ashmead 
Don Bernard 
30 Mins.; Sun., 3-3:50 p.m. 
AMERICAN MEAT INSTITUTE 
W1IZ-Blue, New York 

(Leo Burnett Co.) 

New half-hour show which bowed 
in Sunday afternoon (16) over the 
Blue network introduces to radio 
audiences the Riley family, with 
William Bendix, the film actor, as 
the cocksure, not-too-bright head of 
the household. The new program, 
sponsored by the American Meat In- 
stitute, comprised of 1,200 companies, 
was obviously built around its star, 
who in slightly more than a year has 
been catapulted into film stardom 
and now has his own air show. 

From a scripting standpoint, the 
character that emerges is right down 
the Bendix alley. with the initial epi- 
sode successfully projecting the sin- 
gular Bendix trait. The Alan Lip- 
scot:-Ashmead Scott story treatment 
is of a somewhat folksy variety, 
though aimed strictly at extracting 
laughs, with the opening installment 
built around a situation exaggerated 
to produce a sicady stream of gags. 

Despite the fact that the program 
succeeds in capturing the spirit of 
the Bendix character and setting up 
the Riley household to convey the 
proper atmosphere, it remains ques- 
tionable, however, whether an half- 
hour of this type of humor can be 
taken undiluted. If the episode had 
built up to an hilarious climax, with 
the gags inserted to point up its high- 
lights, it would have made for more 
satisfying entertainment. But. as 
produced, tbe story was incidental 
and used merely as a prop for the 
Bendix-slanted humor. The casting. 
not only on the part of Bendix but 
the three other principals as well, 
Was exceptionally good. 

Commercials, handled by Ken 
Niles, were in keeping with the new 
form of institutional copy aimed at 
holding before the public eye the 
value of the sponsor’s product. de- 
spite wartime restrictions and ration- 
ing. In this case, the American Meat 
Institute is tryiny to reeducate the 
public as-to the protein value of 
meat, since the meat shortage has 
forced the consumer to accept nu- 
merous substitutes. However, the 
commercial tended to become over- 
enthusiastic, for while it’s reasonable 
to accept that ‘meat is the yardstick 
of protein,’ its classification os ‘the 
yardstick of life’ seems carrying it 
just a bit too far. Rose. 


‘MEET CORLISS ARCHER’ 

Cast: Janet Waldo, Irene Tedrow, 
Fred Shields, Louise’ Erickson, 
David Hughes, Scotty Beckett, Ed- 
die Marr, Virginia Sale, Ken Car- 
penter, Charles Dant orch 

Writer: F. Hugh Herbert 

Director: Arthur Daly 

30 Mins.; Sat., 5 p.m. 

ANCHOR HOCKING GLASS 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Weintraub) 

Obviously the character of Carliss 
Archer is well on the way to becom- 
ing an established national figure, in 
the manner of Henry Aldrich and 
Penrod. Already the basis for a mag- 
azine series and the legit play, ‘Kiss 
and Tell,’ the character has returned 
as the title part in a radio series and 
will, inevitably, be transferred to the 
screen. 

In its present radio spread, ‘Cor- 
liss’ is sponsored by Anchor Hocking 
Glass Corp. The show is undoubt- 
jedly a g00d commercial bet. as its 
| success 1n magazine and stage form. 
and the clicks of various other ju- 
| venile-family programs have dem- 
onstrated. For apparentiy a sizable 
portion of the American public 
avidly identifies itself with the antics 
of such shows, and laps them up in 
almost any form or under any title. 
So ‘Mect Corliss Archer’ is likely to 
find an audience and, except for the 
questionable time, 5-5:30 p.m. Satur- 
days, should have little trouble pay- 
ing its way commercially. 

But there may be at least a few 
who may listen to the show reluc- 
tantly. if at all. To them, ‘Meet Cor- 
liss Archer’ is an irritating dose, not 
to be compared wih the lively, in- 
ventive ‘Aldrich Family.” They won't 
find the Archers particularly likable 
people. and they'll regard the inci- 
dents and the general tone of the 
| story as smarty, rather than ingeni- 
ous. What’s more, judging by the 
| broadcast Saturday (15), they’ll find 
the performance full of fluffs and 
rough spots, the music thin and 
the production shaky. However, even 
a grouch who habitually dislikes the 
series would have to admit that that 
one stanza, at least, had a clever sur- 
prise climax and less repetition of 
its former “Holy cow’ kind of lingo. 

The commercial aspect of the pro- 
gram is excellent. There are two 
major blurbs, the first being an in- 
stitutional about the Anchor Hocking 
plant at Connellsville, Pa., and the 
second plugging the company’s glass 
kitchenware. Each announcement 
closes with a musical sound effect. 
apparently played on a harp, and re- 
sembling tinkling glass—cute and 
distinctive. Hobe. 


Cleveland—Thomas E. O'Connell 
has joined WGAR as a staff writer. 
He was recently given an Army dis- 
charge. O'Connell had been doing 
|free'once writing, specializing on 
| plays. 


‘THE WOMAN FROM NOWHERE: 
Cast: Irene Rich, Bill Johnstone 

Gerry Mohr, Ann Stone, Herb i. 

len, Dean Fossler 
Writer: Louis M. Schofield 
Director: Gordon Hughes 
15 Mins.; Sun,, 5:45 p.m. 
WELCH GRAPE JUICE 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(Kastor) 

Having drawn a sizable audience 
for years with Irene Rich in a bit of 
sentimental taffy called ‘Dear John’ 
Welch's grape juice shrewdly con. 
tinues the same sort of material in 
its new series with the star. Titled 
‘Woman from Nowhere, the revised 
stanza remains slightly silly escapist 
fodder for the incurably romantic 
femmes. Experience has demon- 
strated that the latter are plenty 
numerous, so there’s no reason to 
suppose ‘Woman from Nowhere’ 
won't go places commercially. 

Situation of the new story, obyi- 
ously destined to so on and on with 
endlessly repetitious incident and 
praciically no major development, 


has the title character possess the 
usual radio heroine attributes of 
beauty, tenderness, intelligence, 


courage and lofty spirit. but to have 
something mysterious in her past, 
The yarn is in the form of a narra- 
tive by a phony-accented psychiatrist 
and Sunday's opener quickly planted 
the fact that the gorgeous lady is re- 
fusing to marry her attractive novel- 
ist sweetie because she’s an amnesia 
victim, and is afraid she may already 
be married to someone else, or to 
have gone through some other sin- 
ister experience worthy of a script- 
writer’s imagination. 

Miss Rich, a seasoned hand at this 
sort of thing, plays the heroine with 
all the required softness and tremolo 
stuff. Bill Johnstone pours on the 
personal charm as the devoted swain, 
while Gerry Mohr gives a clinical 
shading to the accented narrator, 
The organ music bridges stress the 
show’s theme tune. 

Welch's commercial copy, as al- 
ways, ties in Miss Rich’s beauty with 
the healthful effects of grape juice. 
and on the opening show there was 
a dramatized bit for gfrapelade. a 
sandwich spread by-product. 

Hobe. 

‘HERE’S TO YOUTW’ 

Cast: Helen Hayes, Joan Shay, Billy 
Redfield, Patty Chapman, Dick 
Keith, Jeanne Elkins, Michael Ar- 
tist, Mary Michael, Richard Stark 

Writer: Charles Newton 

Director: Frank Papp 

30 Mins.; Sat., 1 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WEAF-NBC, N. Y. 

First in series of 13 daytime shows 
dealing with juve problems in war- 
time, in which 10 organizations with 
a combined membershiv of over 31,- 
000,000 youths are linked with NBC, 
seems assured of a large audience. 
Judging from teeoff show, the net- 
work is going to make the most of 
an excellent opportunity to reach 
children and their parents with a 
sorely needed propaganda campaign 
to combat one of the nation’s major 
sociological headaches. 

Dramatic performance describing 
effects of the war on children of the 
Carter family in mythical Greenville 
after Dad accepted an Army com- 
mission and Mrs. Carter took a job 
to pay the household freight was a 
finished and_ tellin® performance 
from start to finish. What might have 
been a jerky, unconnected series of 
incidents was nicely tied together by 
writer Char!es Newton with effec- 
tive use of connecting narration 
voiced by Richard Stark. Chapter 
was titled ‘Young Americans in 
Crisis.’ 

Scripter also wisely refrained from 
going overboard on heartbreak angle. 
telling his story with restraint and 


allowing the harried mother (Joan 
Shay) only one chance to really 
emote at end of sketch. Moppets 


were convincing and musical score 
and direction by Morris Mamorsky 
kept pace to round out a well-geared 
performance. 

Helen Hayes was used at finish to 
plug cooperating youth agencies and 
plead for public’s consideration of 
juve problems. Preem show (15) 
merely stated present-day condi- 
tions in many homes, but future air- 
ings will deal with cause, effect and 
suggested remedies. Doni. 
‘BUT NOT FORGOTTEN’ 

With Herbie Mintz 
Writer: Herbie Mintz 
Director: Earl Bronson 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 10:30-10:45 p.m. 
JOHNSTONE DRUG SALES CORP. 
WENR, Chicago 

(Armand S. Weill Co.) 

Combining musical memories with 
reminiscences of bygone days in Chi- 


cago, Herbie Mintz, veteran local 
pianist, has concocted a program 


pleasantly filled with nostalgia. Chat- 
ting with announcer John Bryson, 
Mintz connects each selection with 
something that happened around the 
time the tune came out. Before do- 
ing ‘When My Baby Smiles At Me’ 
he recalled a local engagement of 
the Ted Lewis band 24 years ago. 
Each selection is tied up with some 
event or person at the time the song 
was introduced to the public. On his 
first airing he also did ‘Tea for Two,’ 
‘My Blue Heaven.’ ‘Smoke Gets in 


Your eyes’ and ‘Isle of: Capri,’ em- 
bellishing each with commentary of 
interest both to old timer and new- 
comer. 

Program is a pleasing and welcome 
to late hour schedules ir 
the Chicago area. 


ecdaijtion 


Morg. 
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SAGAS 


Radio Shows Help 


Fill Vaude Void: 


Wooed By Top Coin, Desire for P.A.s 


The wartime vaude boom, coupled + 


with the dearth of topflight acts, has 
hypoed the demand for radio shows 
to fill schedules. Trend is steadily 
growing, with air personalities great- 
lv in the market, both for the mone- 
tary returns and the opportunity it 
will give them to meet their listen- 
ing audience. 

Majority of radio performers have 
never been in vaudeville, nor taken 
part in personal appearances other 
than before their regular broadcast 
studio audiences. Quiz shows and 
audience participation programs are 
receiving the greatest play, both in 
inquiries as to their availability and 
in bookings. 

Three of the latest bookings in- 
clude: ‘Music Society of Lower Basin 
Street’ unit, with Paul Lavalle and 
his orchestra and Milton J. Cross, the 
show’s announcer, which repeats at 
the Roxy, N. Y., starting today (19), 
along with Helen Forrest, former 
singer with Harry James orch. who 
made her name in radio. Phil Baker 
and his ‘Take It or Leave It’ CBS air 
stint is also booked for a future date 
at this theatre, probably in March or 
April. ‘Double or Nothing,’ quiz 
show heard Friday nights on Mutual, 
is set for the State, Hartford," start- 
ing Feb. 18, with John Reed King, 
radio personality who m.c.s the show 
on the air, also booked for the stage 
appearance. 

Vaude bookers, in commenting on 
the sudden upswing of air shows be- 
ing booked into vaude houses and 
auditoriums, declared that this new 
source has proven -its popularity, 
both in prior scattered appearances 
in the deluxe houses, as well as one- 
night and club date bookings which 
have been common practice among 
several shows in the N. Y. area. 

‘Gay Nineties Revue’ 

‘Gay Nineties Revue,’ which last 
year played several one-nighters in 
New England cities, goes out first 
week in February on an extensive 
tour and will play in auditoriums and 
arenas as far west as St. Louis and 
as far south as Roanoke, Va. Joe 
Howard, who stars on the show 
which is heard Mondays over CBS, 
and Lillian Leonard, singer, will per- 
form with the troupe, returning to 
N. Y. each Monday for the broad- 
cast. Collins and Peterson, comedy 
duo, and a male and female quartet 
comprise rest of the unit. Frank 
McMann, ‘Nineties’ director, will m.c. 
on vaude dates. 

‘Grand Ole Opry,’ hillbilly Satur- 
day night program for Prince Al- 
bert, which broadcasts from an audi- 
ence that buys tickets to see the 
show, is another unit accepting 
vaude dates, out of Chicago. Dave 
Elman’s ‘Hobby Lobby’ unit has 


played several vaude dates through- | 


out the country. 

Capitol theatre on Broadway is in- 
terested in air shows for its stage 
layouts, following success of recent 
Ralph Edwards ‘Truth or Conse- 
quences,’ Raymond Scott and _ his 
orch and Morton Gould 
Cresta Blanca orch bookings. 

WJZ, N. Y., has had a ‘Victory 
Troupe’ of several personalities on 
Its programs playing Skouras the- 
atres in the metropolitan N. Y. area 
for several months, mostly to sell 
bonds. WABC, N. Y., however, is 
now molding a unit of its better- 


known daytime show personalities, | 


including Lois January and the 
Missus-Goes-a-Shopping’ troupe, for 
vaudeville bookings. 

Interest has also been shown by 
agencies in securing ‘The Goldbergs’ 
and ‘One Man's Family,’ along with 
It Pays to Be Ignorant’ and ‘Can 
You Top This?’, which includes sev- 
erald old-time vaudevillians on their 
roster, namely Tom Howard, Lulu 
McConnell, George Shelton and 
Harry McNaughton on the former 
program, and Joe Laurie, Jr., Sena- 
tor Ford and Harry Hershfield on the 
latter, to fill vaudeville engagements. 


Memphis MBS Outlet 
Memphis, Jan. 18. 
WHBQ will become exclusive Mu- 
tual outlet in Memphis March 6. 

_ Signing of contract to give his sta- 
tion its first network affiliation was 
announced Saturday (15) by Bob 
Alburty, WHBQ manager. 


and his | 


Gag Holds Up War 


George Grim, WMCA news- 
caster stationed in Chungking, 
China, heard Lou Holtz tell a 
gag on a shortwave broadcast 
from the states but the only 
thing audible through the atmos- 
pheric haze was the punch-line: 
‘It's fantastic.’ Since that time 
he and the others in the area 
have been haunted by the joke 
trying to figure out what could 
have preceded the line. Grim, 
in his broadcast on Monday (17), 
reported that they just couldn't 
concentrate on their work be- 
cause they couldn't dope out the 
beginning of the Holtz saga. 

Routine was from Holtz’s stint 
on the Dec. 26 Radio Hall of 
Fame program and copy of the 
story is now on its way to 
Chungking so that the boys can 
read it and get back to the busi- 
ness of fighting a war. 


Olmstead Radio's 


Unknown Factor; 


A.M. Spot Answer? 


Chicago, Jap. 18. 

Nelson Olmstead, who does pro- 
grams of narrative drama over NBC, 
is easily the best known unknown 
quantity in radio today. .After be- 
ing on the air for NBC for three 
and a half years, Olmstead had never 
had a sponsor prior to last week, 
when he started with the Union 
Pacific show, and has never had a 
Crossley or Hooper rating. Yet in 
one week late last year the story 
teller pulled 11,000 pieces of mail in 
five days when he asked his listeners 
whether they wanted him to remain 
on the air. 


Unique situation came about be- 
cause Olmstead has always been on 
the air in the late night spots after 
the survey companies cease their 
monitoring service. Hence no ac- 
curate survey of his pulling power 
has ever been made. 

Oimstead has an wiusuai approach 
in his material in that he takes 
actual short stories and except for 
cutting them to fit the time element 
spiels them off as is. Story teller, 
maintains that the minute that a 
| story is adapted much of the authors’ 
meaning is lost but that the way he 
| 


handles the material it’s all left in 
| and who is he to argue with Dickens, 
| Poe or any other of the great writers. 

NBC is about to air the program 
on the 9:15-9:30 morning spot over 
| WMAQ in an effort to finally get a 
} rating and find out just how strong 
| a listener audience Olmstead has. 


AUDITION NEW SHOW 
| FOR STANDARD OIL 


Standard Oil of N. J. auditioned a 
95-minute show Friday (14) drama- 
tizing the outstanding news story of 
lthe week as chosen in a poll con- 
ducted amongst United Press editors. 
Stint would follow either the 6 p.m. 
or 11 p.m. Esso Marketers five-min- 
ute newscast on the Blue, once 
weekly. 

Audition by Marschalk & Pratt, 
S. O. agency, was produced by free- 
lancer Carlo DeAngelo with AFRA 
actors. 


Westergaard Into Army 
Knoxville, Jan. 18. 


R. B. Westergaard. vice-president 
of Scripps-Howard Radio, Inc., and 
for the past eight years general man- 
ager of Station WNOX, Knoxville, 
| has been inducted into the Army, 
jand reports to Camp Shelby, Hatties- 
burg, Miss., on Feb. 1. 


nounced, 


TOPS 


By HOBE MORRISON 


‘IT think you ought to cut out Tin 
Pan Alley and soap operas.’ That 
statement, addressed by Senator Bur- 
ton K. Wheeler to William S. Paley, 
CBS president, at a Senate commit- 
tee hearing in Washington, is typi- 


pointed critics of radio, but is a 
common attitude in the radio indus- 
try itself. Like many glib general- 
ities based on prejudice and hearsay 
rather than precise knowledge, it has 
a semblance of justification, but is 
misleading and unfair, and is diffi- 
cult to refute. 

Probably pop music doesn’t need 
any champion against Senator 
Wheeler or anyone else at this late 
date. It is certainly true that many 
silly pop sOngs are published every 
vear, and there are probably hun- 
dreds as many more that are much 
worse that never achieve even the 
questionable dignity of publication. 
But the same Tin Pan Alley that 
produced ‘Yes, We Have No Bananas’ 
and ‘Three Little Fishes’ also was 
responsible for ‘Over There,’ ‘Old 
Man River’ and songs that have lifted 
American spirits in the recent, try- 
ing years. such as ‘God Bless Amer- 
ica’ and ‘White Christmas.’ 

It takes all kinds of songs, good 
and bad, stirring and tawdry, to 
make a vigorous and representative 
national popular music. Similarly, 
it requires heterogenity of programs 
to meet the endless radio tastes of a 
country as vast and varied as Amer- 
ica. Both popular music and com- 
mercial radio in America have broad 


bases of mass popularity. That is 
healthy and sound. So when any 
ill-informed ‘authority’ demands 


‘good’ (meaning highbrow) music on 
radio programs, his attitude is un- 
realistic and snobbish. 
And Noi Only in Radio 
Admittedly, most ‘soap operas,’ as 
the daytime serials are commonly 
(Continued on page 48) 


Blue to Launch 
Nat'l Ad Campaign 


Blue Network is launching a na- 
tional ad campaign titiemed on radio's 
contribution as a public service dur- 
ing war and peace. This year-round 
series is scheduled for papers in 
New York. Chicago, San Francisco, 
where the Blue owns its own outlets. 
In addition, Fortune, the New Yorker 
and Business Week mags and the 
United States News will get full 
pages. Other national publications 
are under negotiation. 

Blue affiliates have been requested 
to cooperate in this campaign by 
running similar copy in local sheets 
with their own Call letters inserted. 
A merchandising campaign in adver- 
tising and trade papers and direct 
mail to consumers will supplement 


| 


} 


| 


Blue broadsides. 
In addition, recorded 

and Hugh James have been produced 

and will be given to all affiliates, 


Morris Agency Needs 
Chi Replacement For 
Tommy Smith, Marine 


Tommy Smith, head of radio for 
William Morris agency in Chicago, is 
joining the Merchant Marine and 
that necessitates a replacement. Bill 
Murray, general boss of the entire 
Morris radio dept., who is coming 
east from a Hollywood visit, 
Wally Jordan, his chief aide in N. Y., 


will meet in Chi this weekend to 
make the necessary replacement. 
Jordan is reiurning to New York 


with Murray, but is slated for a Coast 
0.0. on his own in a few weeks. 
Mrs. Murray (Ilka Chase) is also 
returning with a rough draft of her 
own dramatization of ‘In Bed We 


His successor has not yet been an-| Cry,’ her best-seller, in which she 


plans to star. 


cal not merely of certain self-ap-- 


and | 


STILL STIRRIN 


N.Y. Times Ist to 


File Application 


As FCC Drops Press-Radio Bars 


Time Salutes Durante 


In a ‘salute’ to Jimmy Durante 
for his comeback via the Camel 
Friday night air show, Time Mag 
is going to do a cover-page job 
on the Schnoz. It'll mark the 
second time since the mag’s pub- 
lication that the cover has been 
devoted to a radio personality— 
Bob Hope being the only other 
one to merit such recognition, 
shortly after returning from his 
overseas USO tour. 

Time frontpiece will be a 
portrait painting of the Schnoz, 
for which he recently sat. 


Reciprocal Deal 
Shaves Coin On 


Guestar Swaps 


The ‘guest star’ problem on radio 
shows, long a headache to sponsors 
because of the increasingly mounting 
fees, is being eased considerably 
through a swapping arrangement 
among radio and film names in which 
the monetary aspect is relegated to 
minor importance. As a result, stars 
who usually command $3,000 and 
upwards for a guest shot fling are ac- 
cepting less than half the usual ask- 
ing fee through the reciprocal] ar- 
rangement whereby he'll do the host- 
ing job on his own show under sim- 
ilar conditions. 

Sponsors make no bones about be- 
ing overjoyed at the Alphonse and 
Gaston act, for aside from the coin- 
saving angle, the double-barrel hypo 
given the show through the presence 
of the guester is no mean factor. 
Almost equally as important to the 
sponsor, as well, is the policy of 
usually working in a plug for his 
product on the guest shot. 

Many of the guest shots are also 
predicated on the friendship basis 
and even embrace a pic-radio ex- 
change in talent. Thus James Cag- 
ney, in the $3,000-$5,001 guest- 
shot bracket, did a stint on the 
‘Duffy’s Tavern’ program last week 
(11) for a reduced fee of $1,200, with 
the understanding uiat Ea *Aichie’ 
Gardner, star of the ‘Duffy’ show, 
reciprocate jn a forthcoming Cagney 
pic, or possibly an air show. 


CHICK VINCENT OFF 


‘BRAVE TOMORROW’ 


Chick Vincent has resigned as di- 
rector of the ‘Brave Tomorrow’ se- 
rial 
for Procter & Gamble. The Comp- 
ton agency has assigned Fred Weihe, 
already directing the ‘Right to Hap- 


piness’ serial on the same network 


for the same sponsor and agency, 


announce- | 
ments of the copy using Milton Cross | 


to succeed him. 

| In giving up ‘Tomorrow, Vincent 
intends to devote more time to his 
|}own package serial, ‘Adventures of 
Charlie Chan,’ which he will audi- 
| tion for a client next week. He con- 
| tinues his regular directing assign- 
| ments on the ‘Pepper Young’ serial 
on WEAF-NBC and the weekly ‘For- 
eign Assignment’ on WOR-Mutual. 


Kern Tune Credit Tag 
On ‘North’ Show Dropped 


Beef from the Jerome Kern office 
has resulted in announcement on 
‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ program, NBC 
Wednesday nights, crediting ‘orig- 
|inal’ music and arrangements to 
| Charles Paul, to be dropped. Theme 
| song, ‘Lovely to Look At,’ is a Kern 
standard and obviously does not go 
| along with announcement. 
| Rest of the music, ‘inside’ the dra- 


| matic sketches, is Paul’s work, how- | 


ever, and will continue to be credit- 
| ed as such, 


11:30-11:45 a.m. on WEAF-NBC | 


Washington, Jan. 18. 
First application for broad- 
casting permit by a newspaper, 


following recent FCC ruling 
okaying press-radio combos, 
came from N. Y. Times. FCC to- 


day was asked permission for 
Times to enter FM broadcasting 
field. 


Proposed outlet, application 
revealed, will cover area of 8,250 
square miles on the 45,500 kilo- 
eyeles band. Location of trans- 
mitter and other details were not 
disclosed. 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

After three years of mulling the 
question of newspaper ownership of 
radio stations—an issue which it 
created itself—FCC decided last 
Thursday (13) that it did not want 
any part of the matter and dropped 
the whole thing. FCC decided that 
if anything was to be done about 
curbing newspaper ownership, Con- 
gress was the body to handle it. 

One immediate repercussion is ex- 
pected to be a rush of queries from 
newspapers to find out what their 
chances are of obtaining licenses for 
the various types of service. In this 
connection nothing will be done im- 
mediately, since FCC will not know 
for many months how much the new 
war technology has enlarged the 
usable spectrum in standard, FM, 
television, etc. 

The commission’s change of front 
is a victory for somebody—but just 
whom is the question. Only a fort- 
night earlier, the FCC stood 5 to 1 
against newspaper ownership, with 
T. A. M. Craven as the sole dissenter. 
He predicted at that time that some 
of the other commissioners would 
come around to his way of thinking. 
Perhaps it is his victory. 

Then FCC was pushed into taking 
action by the Senate Interstate Com- 
merce Committee hearings on the 
White-Wheeler bill. Committee 
members constantly asked when 
FCC was going to settle the matter. 
And the majority of senators indi-« 
cated strongly that they were op- 
posed to any discrimination against 
newspapers. Perhaps it is their 
victory. 

FCC chairman James L. Fly is one 
of the ablest ear-to-the-ground men 
in the Government. It might even 
be his victory, although he was long 
opposed to newspaper ownership. 
_.In New York the Newspaper Radio 


Committee, representing 140 radio ~~ 


stations owned by newspapers 
throughout the country, hailed the 
ruling in a statement issued by com- 
mittee chairman Harold V. Hough, 
treasurer of the Fort Worth ‘(Tex.) 
Star-Telegram, declaring: 

‘Under the circumstances it is a 
source of pride to the committee that 
record of newspapermen as 
radio station operators was such as 
to justify the action taken by the 
| FCC. 


‘Philly Symph Pacts 
Deal With CBS For 
| 13-Wk. Concert Series 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 

| The Philadelphia Orchestra today 
| (18) closed a deal with CBS for a 
| 13-week series of broadcasts. 

The orchestra. which aired its Fri- 
day afternoon concerts over Mutual 
'for the past two years, has been off 
ithe air this season because of in- 
|ability to get together on a deal 
with the Musicians Union. 
| The new show will be aired from 
la studio, first time the Philly symph 
| has broadcast sans audience. Under 
| present plans the series will begin 
Saturday, Jan. 29, and continue until 
Apr. 22, with the 3:30-4:30 Satur- 
|day afternoon spot allotted for the 
| sustainer. Eugene Ormandy will 
conduct most of the concerts, with 
; Saul Caston and Bruno Walter also 
| assigned to a few of the broadcasts. 
, Norris West will produce and Har] 
M’Donald will be the annotator. 


Kansas City—Glenn Bourret. new 
spieler at KCKN, on the mike as 
j m.c. for several musical shows. 
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| Suds Sagas Still Stirring 


Continued from page 47 


called. are inferior by any serious | ence, elements of life and wisdom 
artistic or intellectual standards. It | and humor and warmth. 

might equally be said that the com- Of course, no one really knows 
mon level of all radio programs is| what ‘The Goldbergs’ may actually 
regrettably low. In the same way,]do to promote tolerance among its 
most Hollywood pictures, or Broad- | jisteners. 
way plays, or published fiction is | and ‘The Goldbergs’ doesn’t pile 
pretty bad. And, if Senator Wheel-|jideas on with a trowel. Yet 
er cares to pursue comparative val- | message is there and, in the serial’s 
ues that far, he may even admit that | years of daily broadcasting into mil- 


the average statesmanship in Con- | lions of homes, must have had a def- 
gress isn’t quite as high as it might | inite if immeasurable, effect. Sim- 
be. jilarly, the essential humor and kind- 

No, what the self-appointed radio | liness of ‘Vic and Sade,’ the geniality 
critics, including numerous inferior- | and unpretentious shrewdness of 


‘Lorenzo Jones’ and the mettlesome 
ideas in ‘The Open Door,’ can hard- 
ly fail to make a tremendous daily 
think, at least occasion- 


itv-complexed serial writers, should 
realize is that sweeping generaliza- 
tions about ‘soap operas’ are neces- | 
sarily inaccurate and of little use, | audience 
Those who propose to improve radio, ally. 
rather than use it as a whipping boy, Evening Shows Something Else 
should differentiate between the me- But there is no such breadth of 


ritorious and the trashy programs. | jdeas expressed in evening pro- 
There are plenty of both. | grams. ‘One Man's Family’ presents 

As it happens, many of the peo- | the theme that family life brings 
ple who talk most about radio drama spiritual fullfillment, but it rarely 


seem to have listened to it at least. 
For, contrary to common attitude, 
there is probably more widespread 
presentation of serious ideas on dra- 
matic serials than on any other type 
of programs. So if ‘Amanda of 
Honeymoon Hill’ and ‘Road to Life’ 
are incredible, or vacuous, or mere- 
ly soporific, others such as ‘The 
Goldbergs, ‘Vic and Sade,’ ‘The 
Open Door’ and ‘Lorenzo Jones’ con- 
tain, woven into the fictional fabric 
that draws and holds a mass audi- 


| varies that motif and it practically 
never ventures a controversial idea. 


|ute series ‘Easy Aces’ sparkled with 
wise and witty observation of pres- 
ent-day life and human nature, but 
it is too early to be sure whether the 
program will be able to retain those 
characteristics in its new, half-hour 
weekly form. In the same way, 
‘Amos ‘n’ Andy,’ now a weekly half- 
hour, may or not continue to have 
exactly the same flavor that made it 


Tolerance is an intangible, | 
its | 
the 


| When it was a three-a-week 15-min- | , ; 
; mate of escapism. 


Kansas Cit 


SKI YOUR EYE to the Hooper Index below. Observe 
WHB in strong second place all day... only 4.3 below Station 
“C” in the morning; only 5.4 below Station “D” in the after- 
noon. At WHB's low rates, and with some highly desira- 
ble availabilities open, “Your Mutual Friend” is certainly 
the best buy in Kansas City! Available February 7, 1944: 

“The World’s Front Page”, five quarter-hours w eekly at 6:15 
p.m., following Fulton Lewis, Jr. Ask Don Davis for details. 


KEY STATION for the KANSAS STATE NETWORK 
Kansas City * Wichita * Salina + Great Bend «+ Emporia 
Missouri Kansas Kansas Kansas , Kansas 


YOTAL CALLS — THIS PERIOD 14,643 
MORNING 


| Station | Station | Station 
31.0} 15.6 | 26.7 


Station 


| Station 
70 22.8 | 


No. conducted during the eries 
included in this report, 


Justa Fall Guy 
Hollywood, Jan, 18. 

Bill Murray. radio chief of the 
William Morris agency, missed a 
step at Burns and Allen’s home 
and took a header. 

It resulted in a broken shoul- 
der bone, his arms in a sling and 
quips from contemps that he 
came by the accident reaching 
for a client. 


a national institution as well as a 


financial goldmine, 

Programs like Lux ‘Theatre of the 
Air.” ‘Screen Guild Theatre’ 
Philip Morris ‘Playhouse’ offer 


films, plays or literature, and strong- | 
ly escapist in slant. ‘Cavalcade of 
America’ is semi-documentary and 
generally shuns any outright pre- 
sentation of ideas as such, while 
shows like ‘Report to the Nation,’ 
‘March of Time,’ ‘Man Behind the 
Gun,’ ete., are outright documentary 
and not dramatic at all in a fictional 
sense, ‘Aldrich Family’ occasionally 
has an element of seriousness be- 
neath its surface humor, but others 
of the family—juvenile category are 
frankly escapist. That leaves only 
crime and whodunit stuff, the ulti- 


are more per- 
missible on daytime than evening 
programs is obvious and basic, It 
results from the fact that nearly all 
daytime dramatic programs axe in 
serial form, whereas most evening 
dramatic shows are half-hours. Since 
the structure of a half-hour dra- 
matic program is so constricted, it 
provides little chance for the inclu- 
sion of ideas. That form offers a 
minimum of time to set the situa- 
tion, establish the characters, build 
to the climax and clinch the denoue- 
ment, so there simply isn’t any lee- 
way. 

In the serial form. on the contrary, 


The reason ideas 


there is little limit to the manner 
of story telling. The structure is 
highly pliable, the tempo may be 


varied and the_entire technique of- 
fers great freedom to stress ideas, or 
characters, or atmosphere, as well as 
develop the basic story. However, 
that freedom can become the weak- 
ness, rather than the strength of the 
serial. For it is freedom not only 
to be eloquent or probing or amus- 
ing, but also dull and fatuous and 
unbelievable. 


The answer to the faults of serials 
is not in blind, wholesale condemna- 
tion of the good with the bad. It 
lies in careful, steady tireless effort | 
to raise the standards of radio writ- 
ing, evening as well as daytime. It 
means discriminating criticism. en- 
couragement and increased scope to 
the more thoughtful and mature and 
stimulating programs, and intelligent, 
painstaking work to improve the in- 


ferior ones. In some cases, it may 
also. mean condemnation severe 


enough to drive specific programs off 


the air. 
American radio, as it has devel- 


oped and prospered and will pre- 


| guest register at Burns and Allen’s for 


sumably continue, is fundamentally 
commercial. That is, it is based on 
the idea of mass popularity, which 


| pay 


| is what makes a financial investment 
programs are more | 


off. Serial 
numerous on the daytime schedules 
of the networks, not because NBC 
or CBS, or even Procter & Gamble 
or Stirling Products, believes they 
are the ideal intellectual-entertain- 
ment fare for the American house- 
wife, but because they have proved 


| to be the most economically popular, 
'and therefore most profitable, kind 


of program yet discovered for the 
predominantly feminine audience 
listening during those hours. So, no 
matter how the high-minded critics 
may view 
the majority of those people most 
interested, the listening public, have 
demonstrated in the most inateriat 
way yet devised, the law of eco- 
nomic return, their preference for 
dramatic serials. 


Blue Stations’ P-A 


and advisory committee election re- 


sults were announced yesterday (18). 
Reelections include: district 1, Wil- 
liam A. Riple, WPRY, Troy, N. Y.: 
district 2, H. Allen Campbell, WXYZ, 
Detroit; district 4, Henry Johnstone, 
WSGN; Birmingham. Ala., and dis- 
trict 5, Harold Hangle, KGKO, Fort 
Worth-Dallas. 

Newly elected members include: 


district 3, C. P. Hagman, WPCN, 
Minneapolis-St. Paul; district 6, 
Frank Carman, KUTA, Salt Lake 


City, and district 7, W. P. Stuht, KJR, 


Seattle. 


the situation with alarm, | 


Committee Elected 


Blue network stations planning; 


| discussion of that midwest trek of ‘Blue Ribbon Town’.. 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY 


Alfred R. Beckman, former asst. sales service manager of the Blue, ap. 
pointed commercial supervisor of the Blue Traffic Dept. Gordon Vander- 
warker, recently honorably discharged from Navy after two years 
Lt. (j.g.) takes over as asst. sales service manager. 
the NBC sales traffic dept. for five years before joining the Navy... Blue 
network corralled three features in Jan, issue of Readers Digest. Dun- 
ninger, the Quiz Kids in the person of Joel Kupperman, seven-year-old 


asa 
Vanderwarker was in 


| mathematical wizard, and Henry J. Taylor are spotlighted in the mag. 

and | Arthur Gary bowed in Sunday (16) as announcer on the Prince Matcha- 
fic- | belli show. 
tion, but nearly always adapted from | dow n the line. than ever before... 


.More 1-As among radio personnel, from top execs right 
.Vick Knight will return to his Holly- 
wood headquarters Friday (20), after a fortnight in N. Y....Nick Kenny, 
N. Y. Mirror radio columnist, to Florida for month’s rest....New quiz show 
titled ‘Hit the Target, agented by Mack Davis, of MCA, making the 


rounds.... 


Jo Ranson, publicity director at WNEW, N. Y., and Oliver Pilat, N. yY, 
Post Washington correspondent, are readying a new book dealing with 
radio for publication by Doubleday....Robert J. Smith, Mutual account 
executive, has been granted leave of absence due to ill health....William 
Larcombe, radio director at J. D. Tarcher agency, is ill....RKO and Gold- 
wyn Prods. querying stations throughout country for time availibilities to 
plug Danny Kaye's new film, ‘Up in Arms.’ Seeking five to 15-minute 
programs. 

Dick Brown, who started a singing stint on ‘Keep Ahead,’ Edelbrew beer 
show heard over WOR, N. Y., last Friday (14), will continue on his two 
shows heard over WNEW as featured singer....Burns and Allen and 
Edgar Bergen-Charlie McCarthy are initial radio accounts for new pub- 
licity firm of Dick Condon Associates. Condon is former aide to Hal Horne, 
pub-ad chief at 20th-Fox....William H. Weintraub, head of the Weintraub 
agency, returned Monday (14) from the Coast....Emerson Foote, head of 
Foote, Cone & Belding, is recent departure for Hollywood. 


Ralph Edwards started his tour fur the Fourth War Loan drive with 
‘Truth or Consequences’ broadcast over NBC Saturday (15) from Phoenix 
where audience bought $915,475 in bonds....Johannes Steel, WMCA news 
analyst, has been appointed to faculty of New School for Social Research. 
He'll conduct series of 12 lectures and classes in political science. ... 
Francis van Hartesveldt, director of the Kate Smith program for General 
Foods (Young & Rubicam), failed to pass his Army physical and was 
classified 4-F....Stephen Fry arrived back from England last week after 
a six-week visit to the BBC homeoffice....Dick Rieber, editor of Radio 
Reports, due for Army induction tomorrow (fhursday)....Charles Schenck 
writes and directs the new ‘True Detective Mysteries’ starting tonight 
(Wednesday) on Mutual....Ray Kelly, eastern production manager for 
NBC, out this past week with the flu..,.Jack Hill takes over direction this 
week of Kirkwood-Leigh’s ‘Mirth and Madness,’ early morning NBC 
shew, succeeding Rodney Erickson, who left production staff Friday (7) 
to take over as radio consultant for Procter and Gamble in Cincinnati. 

Alan H. Schroeder has joined the Paul H. Raymer Co. radio station reps. 


IN HOLLYWOOD 


Every road has a turning, so Lux Radio Theatre couldn't hope to go 
along unto eternity without detouring for something more momentous than 


soapy dramatics. After nine years it finally happened—cancelled for the 
Fourth War Loan drive special....Gracie Fields has moved out of her 
Mutual strip with Bob Ripley moving in (for Pall Mall ciggies)....Tom 


Breneman had a never-ending stream of well wishers on third anni of 
‘Breakfast at Sardi’s,’ which was celebrated in high conviviality....On the 
the next three weeks are William 
Bendix, Paul Henyeid and William Powell....Nearly all the execs of Leo 
Burnett agency stormed into town for first br oadcast of Bill Bendix’s ‘Life 
of Riley. To name a few there was Burnette, Frank Ferrin, Norman 
Lavelle and William Kinnaird....Dud Williamson moved down from Frisco 
with ‘What's Name of That Song?’ show on Don Lee....Don Thornburgh, 
CBS headman out here, was elected to board of directors of Citizens Na- 
tional Trust & Savings....Orson Welles will start his new petrol series 
from Hollywood after all, with Groucho Marx, who owes him two guest 
shots, on the opener....Paul Warwick and Dick Mack have time only for 
. Bill Rainey’s 
Treasury Dep't radio crowd moved back east after knocking off 19 quarter- 
hour discs in seven days. Don Bernard directed them all in addition to 
producing ‘Blondie’ and getting ready for ‘Life of Riley’....Ralph Edwards 
and his ‘Truth or Consequences’ gang stopped over for a day enroute from 
Frisco to the first stop of their new War Bond tour at Phoenix. Most of 
the locals were startled to read that Edwards underwrites all expenses of 
the trip....Tom Harrington and Bill Baker, high in the councils of Young 
& Rubicam and Benton & Bowles, respectively, soaking up our best brand 
of sunshine....Jennings Pierce, NBC’s keep ‘em-happy lad, swinging up 
and down the Coast to spread the good word (it’s never anything else 
with him)....Danny Danker sneaked off to the desert to bake out a cold 

.-Frank Morgan stocked up with blooded cattle at Denver livestock 
show for his ranch....Frank Barton got the nod from John Swallow as 
supervisor of announcers at NBC, vice ‘Buddy’ Twiss, who will help 
Carlton Morse produce ‘I Love a Mystery’....Murray Grabhorn in town 
to talk up spot sales at the Blue....Denny Shane, newest of the chatterers, 
took the flu count for two weeks. 


IN CHICAGO .. 


Liberty ship S.S. Frank C, Cuhel, named in honor of Frank C. Cuhel, 
WGN-Mutual correspondent, was launched at Richmond, Calif., Jan. 13. 
| Cuhel was killed in clipper crash off Lisbon while enroute to cover the 
African inv: asion.. .Maybelle Prindaville, radio actress, is currently appear- 
ing in-th tther rcom floor show as mistress of ceremunies.... Dorothy 
McDonald, " ieee with WAIT, Chicago, and WGAR, Cleveland, has 
joined the WGN continuity department as script writer....‘Meet Your 
Navy’ program has started a search for the Navy mother of 1944. Mother 
selected will be feted all over the nation at Navy stations....Out of the 
150 kids who lave appeared on the ‘Quiz Kids,’ since 1940 only 67 of them 
were girls....Three of Curt Massey’s Four Vagabonds are 1-A....Bruce 
Foote, singer on the Carnation Contented Hour, was guest soloist with 
the Cleveland Symphony Orchestra yesterday (18)....Margaret L. White- 
head, former news writer at WLW, and Myrtle Robison, graduate of the 
Northwestern University Summer Radio School, have both joined the NBC 
central division news and special events dept. It’s the first time that 
femmes have been used in this dept. as news writers....Marvin Jones, 
War Food Administrator, was the guest star on the ‘National Farm and 
Home Hour’ over the Blue Jan. 15....NBC central division brasshats 
Harry Kopf, Jules Herbuveaux, John McCormick and Jack Ryan attended 
the premiere of the Union Pacific’s show at Omaha last week. 


George Herro, formerly with WTMJ, Milwaukee, has been added to the 
Blue Network press staff here....Chicago’s Mayor Edward J. Kelly made 
a guest appearance on ‘They Gave Their Lives’ over WGN Jan. 16.... 
Bob Yoder, Chi Daily News columnist, new guest star on the Blue Net- 
work ‘Sez You’ program....Miles Lamphiear, controller of Mutual who 
recently moved his office from Chicago to New York, is on a month's vas 
cation....Don McNeil, m.c. of the Blue Network's ‘Breakfast Club’ show, 
will be the master of ceremonies at the President’s Birthday Ball at Jack- 
sonville, Fla., Jan. 30. McNeil will take a two-week vacation then, witB 
Durwood Kirby pinchhitting on the air show. 
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Gospel B’casting 
Tops MBS Accts. 
With $1,566,130 


Gospel Broadcasting Assn., which 
sponsors two one-hour programs 
over the entire 211 stations of the 
Mutual Broadcasting System, was 
biggest customer of the web during 
the year ending Dec. 31, spending 
$1,566,130 as sponsor of the Pilgrim 
Hour heard Sundays from 2 to 3 p.m. 
(EWT) and the Old Fashioned Re- 
vival Hour, with Dr. Charles E. 
Fuller, same day from 7 to 8 p.m. 
(EWT). Both shows originate from 
KHJ, Hollywood, 

Erwin Wasey & Co. was the big- 
gest advertising agency spender on 
Mutual during the past year, total 
expenditures for its clients amount- 
ing to $2,128,630, a breakdown of 
total billings by the network reveas. 
R. H. Alber Co., which handles the 
Gospel Broadcasting Assn. account, 
follows Wasey with the same ex- 
penditures as Gospel. 

Tota] of 60 sponsors spent $12,527,- 
800.79 with Mutual during 1943, with 
revenue from locally sponsored pro- 
grams (WOR, N. Y.) totalling $1,313,- 
807.21, making a grand total for the 
year of $13,841,608. Budget of 28 
sponsors exceeded $100,000 for net- 
work time. Total of 47 agencies were 
represented in the web's total bill- 
ings, with 23 spending more than 
$100,000 for their clients. 

Mutual’s Leading Spenders 


Following is a list of the 28 leading 
spenders on Mutual for ‘43: 
Gospel B’casting Assn. ..$1,566,130.83 


Nathan Straus 


Continued from page 44 


others being planned. Currently in 
the preparatory stage is a series of 
programs on Harlem and Negro Cul- 
ture which is being gotten up with 
the cooperation of the Non-Partisan 
City-Wide Citizens’ Committee on 
Harlem. Another series which bowed 
in last week, dramatizes the cases 
of persons helped by the welfare 
agencies and hospitals affiliated with 
the Greater New York Fund and 
helps to present a picture of the 
function of the Fund and widen the 
Fund's appeal to New Yorkers. 
Other programs being planned are 
a mobile recording unit which will 
pick up recordings of spot news of 
particular interest to New Yorkers 
and a model program for children 
being developed by Dr. Myrtle B. 
McGraw, noted child psychiatrist. 
The latter is the particular pet of 
Mrs. Straus, who, like her husband, 
has a wide public service back- 
ground—she is chairman of the edu- 
cation committee of the Women’s 
City Club and an ardent believer of 
the efficacy of education by radio. 

Straus’ public service outlook is 
derived from a long experience and 
background. After an early news- 
paper and magazine career he served 
as a State Senator for five years and 
then was named as Special Housing 
Commissioner for New York to make 
a European housing survey in 1935. 
Upon his return he was appointed a 
member of the New York Housing 
Authority and in 1937 was appointed 
by President Roosevelt as Adminis- 
trator of the U. S. Housing Au- 
thority, in which capacity he served 
until] 1941. He was also the sponsor 
and first president of the Hillside 
Housing Corp., the largest privately- 
owned low-rent housing project in 
the country. 

Straus also has some pretty definite 
ideas about programs aside from 
those of a public service nature. He 
is particularly set in his views on 
commercials. He believes that they 
should be shorter, that they should 
contain material not as open to criti- 
cism and that a station should dis- 
play a certain selectivity in sponsor- 


PRATMaCO, ENC: 677,132.92 
Zonite Products 583,557.40 
Sinclair Refining......... 516,599.62 
Barbasol 484,510.92 
Luth. Laymen’s 477,729.91 
Voice of Prophecy....... 474,786.30 


395,420.32 
388,462.00 


Young People’s Church.. 
Amer. Cig. & Cigar...... 
Lehn & Fink Products... 341,494.20 
Lumbermen’s Mutual.... 279.395.69 
Detroit Bible Class...... 270,370.26 


Campana Sales Co....... 185.890.00 
Petri 184,031.40 
Wesley Radio League.... 172,384.70 
Richfield Oil of N. Y..... 155,461.41 
Benson & Hedges........ 137,942.49 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 123,660.00 
Chef Boy-Ar-Dee ....... 
Employers Group Insur.. 


Top Agencies 

Following are the 23 agencies 
which had the largest gross billings 
with Mutual last year: 
Erwin Wasey......... 
Ivey & Ellington, Inc... 1,076,100.18 
997.167.12 
Kenyon & Eckharat.... 798,329.80 


100,674.76 


1,566,130.83 


Hixson-O’Donnell ...... 672,061.03 
G. C. Hoskin Assn....... 474,786.30 
Ruthrauff & Ryan...... 457,662.43 


442,754.96 
439,352.41 


Aircasters ‘ 
J. Walter Thompson.... 


Blackett-Sample-H. .... 418,427.76 
Leo Burnett Co.......... 282,125.69 
Weintraub 167,116.01 


Kelly, Zahrendt & Kelly 
Permingham, Castleman 
Al Paul Lefton......... 
Donahue & Coe........ 
Wallace-Ferry-Hanly Co. 
Duane Jones. . 
MeJunkin Adv. 
H. B. Humphrey Co..... 


160,254.59 
147,945.50 


123.660.00 
118,933.60 
113,067.91 
112,780.87 
100,674.76 


All NBC Programs Now 
Available to Affiliates 
Operating FM Outlets 


Potent hypo to FM broadcasting is 
seen in recent NBC policy slant 
making all programs, commercial 
and sustaining, available to affiliates 
Operating frequency modulation out- 
lets. Other networks presumably 
will follow with similar moves. in 
line with general desife in the indus- 
try to boost activities on the im- 
proved transmission bands. 

For the present, commercial shows 
will be beamed to FM affiliates at no 
additional sponsor cost, with rate ad- 
Justments forecast when and if new 
audience levels warrant. FM feeding 
policy followed recent meetings in 
N, Y. and Washington of NBC's Plar- 
ning and Advisory Committee. 


112,780.87 | 


$2.128,630.85 | 


132.745.38 | 


ship of programs. That Straus prac- 
| tices what he preaches is evidenced 
| by the fact that WMCA has rejected 
| $150,000 in advertising in the past 
few weeks because the sponsors 

did not meet his specifications. He 
also decries the use of disc shows by 
| the local stations and is striving to 
| cut down WMCA’s use of platters as 
much as possible. He says he would 
| rather have live performances of 
lesser ability than the best perform- 
ances via recordings. 

On the matter of news-reporting, 
| he believes that our present methods 
have reached a point of absorption 
and that the bulletin technique on 
'a full 15-minute program will be ex- 

tended by local coverage by the 
| local stations. This idea found ex- 
; pression in the WMCA news pro- 
'gram recently inaugurated which 
gives only the human interest items 
ifuin ule auy’s ews for id niinuies 
of the period and follows it with a 
| pickup of five minutes from Chung- 
| king, China, of items of interest to 
| New Yorkers exclusively. Other 
news programs in the planning stage 
call for one culled from the record- 
ings of the  previously-mentioned 
mobile unit and a program based on 
the communiques of a world at 
war. The latter is to be derived trom 
material gathered by the Associated 
Press, the FCC listening posts and 
the British News Service. 

In general, Straus intends to pro- 
vide public information and service 
on local problems through the use 
| of radio techniques. He expects that 
| WMCA will use the newest technical 
broadcasting 


improvements to do 
this and cites the station’s applica- 
tion for an FM license and the rental 
| of FM facilities pending the license’s 
| approval by the FCC. On the matter 
of television, Straus believes that it 
will be some tim. before its use in 
local broadcasting will be developed 
and therefore has made no immedi- 
; ate plans for its use. However, this 
| newcomer to adio admits that he is 
; not afraid to rush in where angels 
| fear to tread and he’s willing to try 
| anything that will enhance the suc- 


for New York. 


Nix Buffale Wage Boost 
Washington, Jan. 18. 
War Labor Board turned thumbs 
| down Saturday (15) on a wage in- 
crease agreement between the 
Buffalo Broadcasting Corp. and AFM 
covering 15 staff musicians and one 
librarian. Deal provided increases 
of from 10 to 21.4% in the weekly 
contracts and 33 to 100% in the extra 


the single engagement rate. 


cess of his one desire—public service | 


service fee rate, plus a 33° hike in | 


Moss Vice Wellington 
On Spotlight Bands’ 


Robert Moss, Blue production man- 
ager in Hollywood, has been shifted 


to take over the producing chores 
on the Coca-Cola ‘Spotlight Bands’ 
program (Mon.-Fri. 9:30-10 p.m.) He 
replaces John Wellington who comes 
east to become a regular Blue pro- 
ducing staffer under Ray Knight, 
eastern production head. 

Move marks first change stemming 
from Coast visit of Phil Carlin, Blue 
veepee in charge of programs. 


Jett Nominated 


For 7-Yr. Term 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

Ewell K. Jett, chief engineer of the 
FCC, has been nominated by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt for a seven-year term 
to fill the vacancy by the expiration 
of George H. Payne’s term last sum- 
mer. 

The President sent Payne’s renom- 
ination to the Senate in July, and 
then withdrew it two days later. 

Jett, retired Navy officer, entered 
the Navy radio school in 1911, and 
has been in that field ever since. The 
Navy lent him to the Federal Radio 
Commission, predecessor of FCC, as 
a technical expert. He retired from 
the Navy in 1919. He has served as 
technical advisor to the U. S. at vari- 
ous international radio conferences 
and is chairman of the Inter-Depart- 


mental Radio Advisory Committee. 


Trend among other N. Y. indie sta- 


tions has also been to get away from 
too much discing. 


switching, effective this week, of 
WINS studio orch from afternoon 
shift to-night trick where Hank Syl- 
vern’s combo will be used to bolster 
variety shows and pitch in with 
straight musie programs. Station 
does not employ a full-time band. 

News broadcasts also are being 
stepped up with recent intro of Bub 
Burns, brother of the networks’ Bob 
Burns. Former continues in Van 
Buren tradition, mingling 
gags with straight news, and has 
been spotted at 7 p. m. Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays for 15 min- 
utes. 

Station presently is plugging re- 
cent bow in of ‘In Old New York,’ 
variety-guest show featuring Judith 
Allen, former film actress and ex- 
wife of wrestling champ Gus Son- 
nenberg, and Johnny Kane. Show 
is spotted from 7:30 to 8 p.m. Tues- 
day and Thursday with scripting by 


tinues to boil, with latest 
emanating from WINS, Hearst- 
owned 10,000-watter, which 


Major move in this direction is | 


hillbilly | 


| 
| wood office. 


N.Y. Indie Stations Veering 
From Discs to Live Shows 


New York City’s indie pot con-;Sam Levine and direction handled 
hype | by Miss Allen and Bob Eastman. 


| Same time Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday is filled with show along 


1S same lines piloted by Maggie Mc- 
launching a series of live evening | Nellis. Slyvern orch is used on both, 


shows in move to get away from 
recorded programs which heretofore | 
have been biggest stock in trade for 
metropolitan area’s smaller outlets. 


In addition WINS staffers are build- 
‘ing a ‘Party Time’ program, dealing 
| With the juve delinquency problem 
and others in the public service field. 
| Big project around the Hearst 
| indie, of course. is taking over of 
' Yankee-Giants baseball broadcasts 
| under Gilletie sponsorship in April. 
| A pre-game period of 10 minutes and 
a 15-minute followup are being lined 
up for sponsorship in connection 
with the daily sports broadcasts, 
Spots probably will be filled with 
well-known baseball personality giv- 
ing out with diamond chatter. 


N. Y. Press Dept. Switches 


Allan Kalmus, former publicity 
director at WQXR, N. Y.. has joined 
the NBC publicity department at the 
home office, along with Carol Davis, 
who shifted from the web’s Holly- 


Kalmus succeeded Jo Ranson, who 
is now publicity director at WNEW, 
N. Y., while his post at WQXR has 
been taken over by Eleanor Hurley, 
who was with WOR, N. Y., for eight 
years. 

Charles Pekor left the NBC flackery 


for the CBS press department Mon- 
day (47). 


WOR has an extraordinary 


ability for getting into all kinds 


of homes. We mean homes 
that run the gamut of income 
groups from A to E. 


It is perhaps this universal 
appeal that makes WOR such 
an extraordinarily successful 
seller of all kinds of products 


at all times. 


WOR has a splendid assortment 


of concrete listening facts and 
99 great success stories to 


amplify both of the statements 


made above. 


that power-full station 


at 1440 Broadway, in New York 


MEMBER OF THE MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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Follow-Up 


brother, Don Ameche, but Met Opera 
singers Helen Traubel and 
Warren were ponderous and bogged 
down the pace, particularly the com- 
edy passage Jerry Lester, Benny 


Baker and Betty Garrett, guesting to | 


present a sketch and song from the 
Broadway musical, 
dered. while Betty Smith, author of 
the best-seller. ‘A Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn.’ sounded atfectedly syrupy 
in an interview. iT 


Dick Powell, gucsting on the ‘Sil- | 


ver Theatre’ stanza Sunday evening 


(16) on WABC-CBS for International | 


Silver. was positive and incisive. 
though possibly a trifle broad. The | 
script was a featherweight comedy, | 
‘Mr. Margie,’ about a chaser whose | 
attempt to square w.hings with his 


girl is complicated by his having to 
become a memer (in costume) of an 
all-girl band. It was all pretty silly. 
if occasionally mildly funny. with a 
couple of slightly suggestive lines in 


what appears to be the current trend. | 
Loder’s pertorm- , 


Incidentally, John 
ance as m.c. (they 
rector’) is strongly 
Cecil B. DeMille in the 
signment on ‘Lux Theatre.’ 
that be entirely coincidental? 


bill him as ‘di- 
similar. as- 
Could 


Raymond Gram Swing 


initial half of his Socony-Vacuum | 
broadcast Thursday night (13) on 
WJZ-Blue to a discussion of U. S. 


policy toward the Argentine govern- 
ment and South America generally. 
The tenor of his remarks, while in 
the cautiously liberal tone Swing 
normally takes, raised the sometimes- 
heard suggestion that the commenta- 


Continued from page 46 


Leonard | 


‘Jackpot,’ floun- | 


reminiscent cf | 


took the 


George E. Halley 


TEXAS RANGERS LIBRARY 


HOTEL PICKWICK ¢ MHANSAS CITY, MO. 


Commen 


recent months tended to 
become a sort of unofficial State 
Dept. spokesman. Such a role wouid 
obviously give Swing access to valu- 
able inside new sources, but it 


would inevitably lessen his standing 


tor has in 


as an independent observer and com- 
mentator of State Dept. policies 
With the latter in such a contro- 
versial position in current public dis- 
cussion, that would appear to be a 


real risk for a name such as Swing 
to take. 

Quotes: H. V. Kaltenborn (WEAF- 
NBC) called the President's proposed 
labor draft the ‘answer to the entire 
manpower problem. Rupert Hughes 
(WEAF-NBC) asserted the Polish- 
Soviet boundary dispute proves the 
‘fallacy of rosy dreams of world 
federation.’ Edward R. Murrow 
(WABC-CBS) ovined. ‘If Rusia at- 
tempts to control the populations of 
the small nations by coercion, tries 
to mold them as she has her own 
people, then no sane person can pre- 
dict anything for Eurcpe except 
chaos and another war. Johannes 
Steel (WMCA, New York). cracked, 
‘The picture of Senator Wheeler 
weeping for the Four Freedoms is 
heart-breaking.’ 

‘Radio Reader's Digest’ slammed 
across a stinging. eloquent attack 
Sunday night (16) on WABC-CBS 
against the kind of thinking that 
would permit Germany a soft peace, 
or allow the Nazi and Jap leaders to 
escape punishment for their whole- 
sale crimes against their fellaw men. 
With Arnold Moss reading the 
caustic running narrative-commen- 
tary, the stanza jumped back to 1919 
to recreate the farcical ‘war guilt’ 
trials after the last conflict and to 
show how the Germans, with their 
‘master race’ theories and world- 
conquest mentality, even then sneered 
openly at justice and decency, and 
planned for the ‘next time.” It was 
an exceptional edition of this series. 

Jimmy Save can be filed away as 
a potential socko airshow performer 
when television gets here, but his 
shot on Stage Door Canteen’ Friday 
night (14) on CBS failed to stir up 
any great excitement. Jimmy’s imp- 
ish delivery and altogether comic ap- 
pearance, of course, is a big stock in 
trade which, coupled with his panto- 
mimic genius, has rightfully earned 
him a top place among comics. All 
this means nothing in radio so he 
emerged just another script reader. 
Savo got all there was out of his 
skit with Marlene Dietrich and Anna 
Sten, but it wasn’t much. He was 
cast as Henry Wadsworth Snafu, 
supposed Washington’ bigshot who 
only knew half of what was going 
on because he hadn't yet met Mrs. 
FDR. 

Real highlight of the show was 
stooge Werrenrath T. Werrenrath 
(Ward Wilson) with a rapid fire as- 
sortment of gags excellently deliv- 
ered in an oddly pitched voice. Wil- 
son and Bob Marco collab on the 
material. 


Davey Burns, comedian in the Chi- 
cago company of ‘Oklahoma.’ guested 
on the ‘Breakfast Club’ over the Blue 
Saturday (15). Burns, who appeared 
in English films with Vivian Leigh, 


| he 


| activities, Joy transferred to Holly- 


| Coast 


| 


No Help Wanted 


Doug Browning, Blue network 
announcer who spiels the com- 
mercials on the Ford newscasts 
and the ‘Terry and the Pirates’ 
serial among others, was placed 
in 4-F last week. He's the ninth 
Blue web announcer to be re- 
jected in the last two years. 

Ray Diaz, chief of the net’s an- 
nouncing staff, reported that he 
hasn't had to replace a man in 
the past year and a half. 


Jack Jey, Veteran 


Radio, Music Director, 
Dies on Coast at 48. 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Jack Joy, 48, veteran Coast radio 
and director, died Saturday 
(15) in Veterans hospital, West Los 


music 


Angeles, from complications result- 


ing from two major operations. 


Cremation followed private services 
today (Tuesday). 

Naval veteran of the first World 
War, Joy was pianist for Sophie | 
Tucker after being mustered out and | 
later went to the Coast as program | 
and music director of KFWB, where | 
was credited with developing 
more singing and instrumental stars 
than any other Coast creative radio 
head. When the Warners station 
underwent a change in management | 
he moved over to the Don Lee net- 
work as program director and at the | 
war's outbreak moved to Washing- |} 
ton to direct the War Dept.’s music | 
transcription dept. For the past two | 

| 


years he supplemented these duties 
with music direction of ‘The Army 
Hour’ radio show and for some! 
months was civilian representative 
for the War Dept. on the Music War 
Committee. 

Forced by ill health to lighten his | 


wood to take over the post of West 
radio director of the War 
Dept.’s  publie relations bureau. 
Soon after his Coast arrival three 
months ago he was moved to the 
hospital for major surgery which | 
was followed by a second operation. 
He was moved to Veterans hospital 
for a period of convalescence but 
a relapse occurred resulting in his 
death. | 

Joy leaves his widow, Edyth, one | 
time dancer in Broadway musicals,| 
his mother and a sister. 


Sinatra’s 20.8 


Contmued from page 45 


Walter Thompson agency joined | 
forces, registered a number of ‘firsts’ 

on behalf of the swooner, in addition | 
to the top rating. While it’s not un- 

usual for agency releases and | 
ballyhoo to identify radio stars with 
their film tieups, RKO has been re- 
versing the procedure, with the 


George Sanders and other stars, and | studio’s expioitation on the Sinatra | 


who also played in the ‘Pal Joey’ 
musicomedy, kept up a running fire 
of stories and gags during the 60- 
|} minute show. He might have possi- 


| pic, ‘Higher and Higher,’ also giving 


| bilities for radio, although the setup | 


|'employed was not the best nor was 
all the material fresh. One gag was 


ATTENTION 


Talent Scout-Agent-Producer 


Splendid Oppertunity to sponsor new 
tlented discovery. A fine actress, at 
t j photo-genic; also experienced 

Script-Writing. 
Replies Carefully Considered 
BOX 44, VARIETY 
154 W. 16th St., New Vork 19, N. Y. 


in questionable taste. Emcee Don 
McNeill. who apparently rarely gets 


finger waving, had Burns in 


evening classes for those 


RADIO PRODUCTION: 
if RADIO WRITING: 
RADIO NEWS WRITING: 


BUSINESS SIDE OF RADIO: 


| Division of 

General Education NEW 
| 100 WASHINGTON SQUARE EAsT 
211 MAIN BUILDING 


==Train for a better job in Radio! * 
~ == Train for a better job in Radio! == 
The Radio Workshop offers professional training courses in | 
already in 
qualify. Spring term classes beginning February 2, include: 


TELEVISION PROGRAMMING: 


Thomas H. Hutchinson, Ruthrauff & Ryan, and guest lecturers Hy 
Earle L. McGill, Producer-Director, CBS 

Albert R. Perkins, Manager, Program Writing Staff, CBS 

jf Leon Goldstein, Director cf News and Special Features, WMCA 


John J. Karol, Market Research Counsel, CBS 
| RADIO ACTING: Wallace House 


For Bulletin R giving full information concerning hours, fees, etc., address 


SPring 7-2000, Ext. 291, 293 


WSRY, WCAU. WKRC and KRLD. 


radio and others who 


YORK UNIVERSITY 


New York 3, N. Y. 


|a signal from the v.p. in charge of | 
the | 
midst of a commando yarn when the 


first station break came, and didn’t 
pick up the thread again. 

Hot Springs.—William FE. (Bill) | 
Ware, one of radio’s veteran news, 
sports and special eventers, takes 
over the general manager’s desk at | 
KWFC. MBS affiliate here. In years 
past. Ware has been affiliated with 


| rating of 17.9%, 
| time a record for a new show. 
| used three other programs for three 


| ers with the ‘Carnegie Hall’ slogan, 


| irritation—but 


Sinatra, the fact that he’s long been 


; copy to 


prominence to the singer’s new air 
show. Likewise, Lever Bros. de- 
parted radically from the customary 
in its one-minute spot announcement | 
procedure. For almost a month in 
advance of the show, the Vimms 
spot-announcement copy, represent- | 
ing an outlay of more than $50,000. 
included references to the Sinatra 
show instead of the usual straight 
plug for the product. It was spotted 


| not only on the CBS web, but on 
| 


NBC as well, though in the latter 
case it was necessary to switch the | 
avoid reference to a CBS | 
Nor did CBS’ multiple use of 
its station-break time to bally the 
show h any. 
Comment aroused 
ballyhoo recalls the similar payoff 
lerived from _ the triphammer 
methods used by George Washington 
Hill, 


show. 


34 
irt it 


by the Sinatra 


American Tobacco Co. prez, in 
putting across the opening of the 
Lucky Strike’s ‘Your All-Time Hit 
Parade’ program on CBS last Febru- | 
ary. Introductory program won a| 


representing at that 
Hill 


weeks in advance to pummel! listen- 


at times to the point of borderline 
the desired results 
But in the case of 


were achieved. 


the topic of pro and con argument 
has been one of the contributing 
factors. 


Nashville. — Otis Devine, former 
chief announcer at WSM, has been 
named program director of the NBC 
affiliate. He succeeds Jack Stapp, 
who has taken leave of absence to 
accept an exec’s post with the OWI 
overseas branch, 


Splitting Political Hairs 


Continued from page 45 


equitable free time on the networks 
to reply to such speeches of his dur- 
ing coming months as they might 
consider political in content. These 
complaints refer specifically to ‘re- 
ports to the nation’ raslio talks made 
by the President in his official capa- 
city which political opponents main- 


| tain are largely political in nature. 


Time for such speeches, of course, 
are donated. by the networks as a 
matter of policy and the ‘outs’ ad- 
vance strong claims that they should 
be allowed equal free time on the air 
to refute political material allegedly 
broadeast by the Chief Executive 
during the course of his reports. 

Still another complication in 
offing has to do with demands of 
minority groups, labor unions 
other organizations that thev be 


lowed to buy radio time on the -— 
| basis 


as political parties to voice 
their views and sentiments 
the campaign. 


and fixed policy of no sales to unions. 
Labor leaders, like other national 
spokesmen, will be given free time, 


/ On a public service basis, to discuss 


matters of interest to their member- 


ship in connection with the election, | 


but unions will not be permitted to 
purchase air time unless things 
change radically within the next few 
months. 

A spokesman for one of the major 
webs intimated strongly that the in- 
dustry is ready to wage a stiff battle 
on this question no matter how much 


pressure might be brought to bear | 
by labor or legislators favorable to | 


its demands. 

‘We feel,’ the spokesman said, ‘that 
opening up the air lanes to unions 
will only 
other less responsible organizations 
to acquire broadcast privileges on a 
bought-and-paid-for basis to fill the 
ether with any number of crackpot 
ideas and speeches. Our stand in re- 
fusing to sell time to labor unions is 
solely to protect the listening public 
from being bombarded with propa- 
ganda from other sources. 

‘Watch-Your-Step’ Attitude 


The network exec emphasized that 
policy on this question was not anti- 
labor and there was no intention of 
including unions among the groups 
he said the webs were trying to 
shield the public from. He pointed 
to the many times spokesmen 
labor and all its branches have been 
furnished full network facilities as 
evidence that refusal to sell time to 
unions did not mean their views 
were being smothered by the webs. 

The feeling exists in some quar- 
ters, however, that with the ‘watch- 
your-step’ attitude in the industry so 


evident since the opening of the 
Senate committee hearings on the 


bill, labor leaders 
will make a concerted effort to 
achieve their object of being allowed 
to buy radio time. 


If successful, the ai: will be stili 
further occupied with non-enter- 
| tainment programs during coming 


months with the result, some observ- 
ers believe, that listening audiences 
will dwindle because of apathetic re- 
sponse to continued blasts of oratory 


| during active stages of the campaign. 


That 


entertainment must be cur- 
tailed in favor of war news and 
| comments, election. activities and 


other public service programs, is a 
foregone conclusion, but just how 
much entertainment will disappear 
cannot be estimated this early in the 


game, industry spokesmen agree. 


The problem also is bothering in- 
dividual station operators in sections 


will make 


where hot local campaign 


demands on station time in addition 
to speeches and discussions on the 
presidential fight which, as in past 


election years, will be piped through 
as many stations as may be available. 


NBC Powwow’s Coverage 
a 
To GI’s on War Fronts 
NBC last week completed arrange- 
ments for complete coverage of the 
Republican and Democratic conven- 


tions to be held in Chicago this 
spring. Plans have been made to | 


cover the conclaves via day-by-day 
reports of the proceedings, special 
pickups, short-wave broadcasts to 
the fighting fronts and ‘television. 
Only date set yet is for the Repub- 
licans, who start proceedings on 
June 26; the Dems have not decided 
on their dates yet. 

Pre-convention activities will be 
covered by. setting up for operation 
several days before the conventions 
open. Tele broadcasts will be culled 
from sound motion pictures made on 
the convention floor and flown to 
New York for broadcast over NBC’s 
television station and its affiliates. 


the | 


and | 


during | 
On this subject, the | 
| networks are standing by their guns 


pave the way for many | 


for | 


} Direction: William Morris Agey. 


| For the first time, full accounts of 
| the conventions will be short-waved 
, to all theatres of operations on the 
| fighting fronts. Special attention 
| will also be given to the ‘woman's 
angle’ on convention proceedings 
| with plans calling for the introduc- 
| tion of the women whose husbands 
hold key positions in American poli- 
| tics. 


Campaign Via Air in Minn. 
Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 

With the 1944 state campaign 
scheduled for primary vote Sept. 12, 
With general election to followeNoy, 
7 ‘(mational presidential date as 
well), a canvass of Minnesota candi- 
dates shows a gallop towards radio— 
and it’s ear to ground stuff. 

Present governor, Edward J. Thye, 
ex-lieutenant governor to Lt. Comm. 
Harold E, Stassen, presently flag 
secretary to Admiral William Halsey, 
will undoubtedly lead the way for 
| the rest of vote-conscious ins and 

want-ins towards the mike. 

Although not the polished spieler 
over the air as Stassen,, Thye will 
try. Voters here are notorious in 
| pulling for a guy who fluffs a word 
or generally acts human even if it is 
on ice cream time. 

Station managers have indicated at 
this early date that by Sept. 1 time 
will not be on their hands, the re- 
| quest for bookings having already 
| started. 
| Politicos know that busting around 
| the state over rationed rubber and 
gas‘isn’t going to sit too well with 
farmer Jones and his city cousin. 
| Hence radio will have to open its 
| waves to the vote-for-me gentry—at 
| double rates or, OPA notwithstand- 
ing. maybe more. 


| 


| 
| 


WTAG's 


Hostess 


MILDRED 
BAILEY 


makes your 


‘brand name a household word 


in Central N. E. 


im 


M-G-M's ‘2 Sisters and a Sailor’ completed 


New CAMEL PROGRAM, Friday 
10 p.m., EWT 
Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
D’ARTEGA 
AND HIS 
ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA 


OPENING JAN. 21 
RIVERSIDE THEATRE 
MILWAUKEE 


Personal Management 
ERNEST LIEBMAN 
1440 Broadway, New York 


|WANTED! 


Radio Script and 
Short Story Writersl 


Opportunity for experienced and 
aspiring writers. Need new ideas 
and approach. Small salary to 
start. Male and female. Write 
details of self-interests and am- 
bitions, age and phone number. 
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46th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
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Doubt Congress 
Will Okay Upped 


Budget for FCC 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

James L. Fly, chairman of the 
FCC, is slated to testify tomor- 
row (19) before the House Ap- 
propriations Committee. 

At that time hearings will start 
on the FCC budget for the com- 
ing fiscal year. 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

A budget request of $6,146,000 for 
FCC for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 1944, is included in the over- 
all request for nearly $100,000,000,000 
which the President sent to Con- 
gress on Thursday (13). FCC figure 
contrasts with $5,590,314 for the cur- 
rent year. Purpose of the additional 
money is to expand the war work of 
the commission. 

Indications here are that, unless 
FCC makes out a good case before 
the Lea Committee which is investi- 
gating it, it will have hard sledding 
to get additional money. Some Army 
and Navy officials, according to tes- 
timony presented to the committee, 
have objected to the war work and 
have indicated the services should 
take it over. 

The overall Federal budget did not 
fix any amounts for OWI and CIAA. 
They are included in lump sum item 
of $2,385,809,000 for ‘war agencies.’ 
Detailed breakdowns of what the 
two agencies will need will probably 
not be available before March. 


FTC in ’43 Studied 
1,045,000 Comm’ls 
To Wipe Out False Ads 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

Federal Trade Commission ex- 
amined more than _ 1,045.000 radio 
commercial continuities and 353,000 
ads in newspapers, magazines and 
other periodicals in 1943 in its con- 
tinuing survey of advertising to wipe 
out false and misleading representa- 
tions. Of the radio commercials, 
FTC said in its annual report to 
Congress, about 22,000 were set aside 
for further study as were about 27,- 
000 ads in newspapers and other 
periodicals. 

‘An average of 6,920 pages of radio 
script was read each working day,’ 
said the report. ‘A large majority 
of the radio and periodical cases 


_thus developed were disposed of by 


the Commission's procedure under 
which an advertiser is extended the 
privilege of executing a stipulation 
to cease and desist from the use of 
false and misleading advertising 
practices involved. 

‘In general, the Commission has 
had the cooperation of publishers 
and broadcasters and has observed 
a desire on their part to aid in the 
elimination of false and misleading 
advertising.’ 


Godfrey Marks 10th Anni_ 


As WTOP Comnt! Ribber 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

Arthur Godfrey’s 10th anniversary 
with WTOP, the CBS outlet here, as 
an early morning ‘musical clock’ 
man, was celebrated here Saturday 
(15) with a special broadcast from 
Loew’s Capitol theatre. 

Godfrey has been on the air daily 
at 6:30 a.m. and was one of the earli- 
est broadcasters to rib the commer- 
cials who sponsor him. In addition 
to the WTOP program he does a 
show for WABC and has.been on the 
ait on a number’ of coa 
broadcasts. He holds a 79°) renewal 
ratio on his commercials, some of 
which have been with him since the 
show began. 


Sues MBS for $40,000 


Cleveland, Jan. 18. 

Mutual Broadcasting Co., oper- 
ating stations WHK-WCLE, was sued 
for $40,000 last week in Common 
Pleas Court here by Louis G. Balsam, 
former regional food rationing officer 
for OPA in New England, who 
charged that Fulton Lewis, Jr., in a 
broadcast of Jan. 14, 1943, used 
erroneous information which re- 
sulted in his being discharged from 
governmental service. 

Pinky Hunter, station manager for 
WHK which carried the Mutual talk 
from Boston, said his station is not 
responsible for network broadcasts 
and that the station from which the 
talk originated is responsible. 


L=LU-COast 


MBS Sports Cavalcade 
Bond Show to Feature 
Athletic World Greats 


Ralph Victor is writing and Fritz 
| Blocki will direct the sports caval- 


| cade broadcast over the full Mutual 
network Saturday night (29), 10:15 
to 11, in connection with the Fourth 
New York 
staging the 


War Loan campaign. 
Sportseasters Assn. is 
show. 

Billed as ‘Golden Age of Sports,’ 
the program will feature Jack 
Dempsey, Babe Ruth, Benny 
Leonard, Earl Sande, Vinnie Rich- 
ards and reps from all athletic 
branches. Script will aim to present 
headliners in typical roles recalling 
their past glories. Music cued to 
tunes of the ‘twenties’ is planned. 

Recent addition to cast brings in 
Sonja Henie as ‘daughter of Golden 
Age’ to handle closing plea for bond 
purchases. Committee headed by 
Stan Lomax, WOR sports gabber, is 
angling for‘ other celebs of the 
period to appear. Recordings of the 
program will be made available by 
Mutual and the War Bond commit- 
tee for rebroadcasting by any station 
and plans are underway to short- 
wave the Jan. 29 show to service- 
men outside the country. 


Memphis—Bill Marlowe has joined 
the announcing staff of WCHS. 


In Passing 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
They come and go in rad-i-o. 
Tobe Reed, just cut of the Army, 
will preside for the sponsor on 
the Bob Burns show. 
He’s replacing Vern Smith, 
who goes into the Army. 


WLW Expanding 
Global DX Setu 


Cincinnati, Jan. 18. 
Sweden and Turkey have lately 
been added to WLW’s schedule of 


special foreign pickups and arrange- | 
;ments have been completed for Rus- 


sia to join this global linking. 

Crosley’s 50,000-watter started re- 
ceiving overseas broadcasts last Eas- 
ter, from England in cooperation 
with BBC. Since then Canada, Au- 
stralia, China and Algeria have been 
heard from. 

Programs acquaint WLW’s mid- 
western listeners with wartime con- 
ditions in other countries. 

Tiein with the Turkish government 


is through TAP in Ankhara. Nuz- 
hetbaba, commentator for Radio 


Ankhara, discusses the policy of that 
war-clouded neutral 
Turkish embassy 


started the setup several months ago, 


nation, The) 
in Washington | campaign will be concentrated in the 


Mutual Tees Off Major Networks’ 


Series of War Bond Drive Programs 


The radio webs are set on their 
plans for the Fourth War Loan drive, 


| CBS, as previously reported, has | work day, and will be a several-hour 


hooked up with the American Hotel 


| sary week of the Boy Scouts. Initial 
| program will be on Feb. 8, NBC net- 


| program, beginning late in the eve- 


Assn. in its drive, while Mutual and | ning, in which top-flight radio and 


NBC and the Blue announced their 


plans this week. 
Mutual teed off the nets’ activities 


by broadcasting the ringing of the | 
| Liberty Bell from Philadelphia yes- 


terday (18) morning, together with 
an invocation and prayer by Arch- 
bishop Francis J. Spellman. This 
was followed by a program from 


‘Fort Dix and pickups from overseas 


fighting fronts and from Halloran 
hospital, Staten Island. WOR has 
also set up a program, ‘Chickering 4- 
7110, a special bond-selling session 
that derives its name from the sta- 
tion’s telephone number for handling 
bond purchases. This stanza will be 
heard Mon.-Fri. (6:15-6:25 p.m.) for 
the duration of the drive. 

NBC, in an effort to extend its 
coverage, will join efforts with the 
Boy Scouts of America, with 1.500,- 
000 boy scouts to ring doorbells all 
over the country and working out of 
NBC stations as messengers, follow- 
ing up on telephone orders. The 


week of Feb. 8-15, the 34th anniver- 


| theatrical entertainers will partici- 
|; pate. The second program, on the 
| afternoon of Feb. 12, will be an hour 
session in tribute to the Boy Scouts 
and their work in the campaign. It 
will originate in several parts of the 
country with broadcasts by scouts 
who will describe their experiences 
in selling the bonds and will also be 
a report of the success’ they 
achieved, 

The Blue hasn't set its plans for 
its day, Feb. 13, but a series of four 
programs depicting what would hap- 
pen if we were to lose our civil libe 
erties, ‘Congress Shall Make No 
Law,’ has been arranged to tie in 
with the bond pitch. Skedded for 
the first session in the series tomor- 
row (20) are Katharine Cornell and 
Raymond Massey. The second pro- 
gram Jan, 27 will feature Margaret 
Sullavan, while the third, on Feb. 3, 
stars Jane Cowl. Lineup for the 
fourth stanza, Feb. 10, hasn't been 
set yet. 


All the nets will use inter-broad- 
cast spots for bond-selling plugs. 


WEBR Is 


> 


» 


x 
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FAST CORNERING 


BALTIMORE'S DAYTIME AUDIENCE 


More and more letters like this one are coming in 
every day from Baltimore women. 


With daytime program competition constantly 
increasing, we stepped up our programming even 
further, And the latest surveys tell the story! Showing 


... FOR THE 
AFTERNOONS OF 
SOLID PLEASURE" — 


— MRS. A. J. E. 


a 30% increase in our afternoon rating during the last 


three months! Naturally, we’re proud of this imerease. 


It’s just further proof of what we’ve been saying right 
along... that, if you want to completely cover Balti- 
more, America’s sixth largest eity, WFBR is the 
station to do it... with a signal that is strong enough 
and clear enough to give you concentrated coverage 
in an area of well over a million people! 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE: JOHN BLAIR & €0, 
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| 52 ORCHESTRA GROSSES 

nside Stuff—Orchestras 

N. Y. local 802, American Federation of Musicians. still awaiting War | 

th Labor Board action on its application for an increase in scale, will collect | 

ip the amounts each emplover has been instructed to hold in escrow if the | 
WLB decision is favorable and will distribute the money itself. Local in- 

\f formed bandbuyers within its jurisdiction last September that the increase | 

“ had been requested and that, if granted, it would be retroactive to Sept. | 
15. It asked the extra cash be held out. | 

} If the WLB allows the increase, 802’s job of distributing the extra coin |} 
to musicians will be extremely difficult. Men involved could by now be | 
all over the globe, since the Army has drafted many since Sept. 15. | 

Jimmy Palmer, former vocalist with Gracie Barrie’s orchestra, which is | 

being disbanded this week, has been trying to make a deal to take over | 
. the organization as its leader. It was rumored last week that he had | 
completed such negotiations and would assume the band’s leadership with 

the financial backing of A. Edward Masters, attorney-manager. 

No deal has yet been made and, according to General Amus, Corp., 
which booked Miss Barrie, none is likely to be made. Band is ostensibly 
; disbanding after completing its last date tomorrow night (Thursday) in 
Youngstown. 

“4 In the rush of getting out its 38th anniversary number, ‘Variety’ in that 
|} issue inadvertently listed Del Courtney, currently in the midst of a suc- 
ih cessful engagement at the Blackhawk Cafe, Chicago, as being under the 
management of Music Corp. of America. He’s under direction of, William 
} Morris Agency. The error appeared in an ad. 
Fio Rito-Mills Wow $29,000, Cleve.: 
= 
89 
| j 
Basie 226, N'wark, Auld 25146, Philly 
asie 226, Nwark, Auld 254, Philly 
(Estimates for This Week) good draw in these parts. Fine $26,- 

George Auld, Philadelphia (Earle; | 000 single-handed. 

2,760; 35-85)—With ‘Something About Louis Prima, Pittsburgh (Stanley; 
t Soldier’ (Col), and Ritz Bros., on | 3.800; 30-75)—With Virginia Weidler 
stage. Nice $25,500. and ‘Around the World’ (RKO). For 

Mitch Ayres, Chicago (Chicago; | his first’ time here, Prima is doing 

4.000: 50-85)—With ‘Hostages’ (Par) | fine, with an assist, of course, from 
plus Andrews Sisters. Great $55,000. ' Miss Weidler. Crisp $20,000. 

Charlie Barnet, New York (Strand; Don Redman, New York (State; 

3,450; 35-$1.10)—With Una Mae Carl- 
| 9.756: 35-$1.10) — With Ella. Mae de and Willie Meu 
Morse, in person, and ‘Destination Wa ee ryant on stage, and 
Tokyo’ (WB). Currently in third | **° Time for Love (Par). A prob- 
: | able $30,000 seen, good. 
week and continuing exceptionally | Cootie Williams. Cincinnati 
‘ = : ovtie Williams, Cincinnati (Albee: 
3,100: 44-85)—With ‘Footlight Gla- 
Count Basie, Newark (Adams; 1,- | (Col) by’ 4 i a- 
950; 35-99)—With ‘Jive Junction’ | Wow $29 000 spots, 
(PRC) plus stage layout. Robust | ~* oom ow $29,000. 
$22,000, band being principal b.o. fac- | 
tor. 
D’Artega, Chicago (Oriental; Sherwood 4-F 
200; 31-69)—Plus ‘Crazy House’ (U) 
(2d run), and on stage, Grace Mc- rejected for 
was held at a hospital for three days 
Jimmy Dorsey, New York (Roxy; |for further examinatio fter g a 
5,886; 55-$1.10)—With Bill Robinson, | the usual 
usual induction physic al 
and ‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th). Con- pergeed finally giver 4-F Frid | 
cluding (4th) week, ended last night | (15) : : Sven & riday 
(Tuesday). at strong $66,000, with | 
engagement showing immense profit. ; Ww ork im- 
Tommy Dorsey, New York (Par- |! ediate y (his band was laying off 
amount: 3,664; 35-$1.10)—With ‘Rid- | 2Walting outcome of the test), play-| 
ing High’ (Par). Wound up fourth Pied Manhattan C enter, N. Y., Satur- | 
and final weck of big money-making day (13) and Shubert theatre, New 
run last night (Tuesday) at nice Haven, Sunday. 
Ted Fio Rito, Cleveland (Palace: | Eldredge Building 
3,700; 35-85)—Plus ‘Heat's On’ of 
and Mills Bros. on stage. Best in} pieces starts a four-week date at the 
town, torrid $29,000. ‘Three Deuces, 52d street, N. Y., jazz 
Richard Himber. New York (Cap- | spot, Jan. 20, and the date will serve 
itol; 4,820: 35-$1.10)—With Kathryn | to give Eldredge time to construct 
% Grayson, Lou Holtz and ‘Rags’ Rag-|a 15-piece outfit that may debut at 
land, in person, and ‘Guy Named | the Tic-Toce club, Boston, March 5, 
1: Joe’ (M-Gi). On sivength of sock | Eldredge is bocked at the latter spot 
$72,000 this week (4th) will hold an-| with his current combination, but 
other. |the contract may be changed. 

Ina Ray Hutton, Indianapolis (Cir-| Eldredge, Negro trumpeter who 

cle; 2,800; 40-65)—With ‘Never Dull | was with Gene Kruna’s orchestra for 
Moment’ (20th) and Henny Young- | a couple years, has been working 
man, others, on stage. Nice combina- | with a six -piece group ever since 
tion doing oke at $14,500. | Krupa disbanded. 

Vaughn Monroe, Boston (RKO | 

Boston) (3,200; 44-99)—Plus ‘Ghost| Charlie Agnew’s band set for 12 | 
Ship’ (RKO), Murphy Sisters, Gil| weeks at El Rancho Vegas, Las | 


Maison, others. Monroe, Boston boy, Vegas. Nev. 


| Shubert 


| Newark, N. J.; 


Band Review 


DENNY BECKNER ORCH (13) 


With Pat Ross, Gil Baker 


Cocoanut Grove, N. Y,. 

Cocoanut Grove once again side- 
tracked its name band policy with 
the debut of Denny Beckner, play- 
ing iis first N. Y. date. A Texas 
product from his 
Beckner was playing in the south 
when one of the P. C. officials trav- 
elled there to hear and hire him to 
succeed Shep Fields. In this room, 
which has more transient patronage 
than most N. Y. hotels, he’s liable to 
be more successful than the name 
policy. A fairly large crowd got a 
huge kick out of him when caught. 

Beckner is leading a band com- 
posed of four sax, three trumpets, 
two trombones, bass, piano and ac- 
cordion handled by his wife. It’s a 
fair combination musically, hewing to 
a middle road between sweet and 
swing (not novelty as was first sup- 
posed), and it offers a good danc- 
ing beat. For the demands placed 
upon it here it is doing a good job. 


Beckner, however, is_ the outfit’s 
main selling point. With a better 


arrangements he 
personally, 


combo and better 
might go places He, 
has strong potentialities. 

Tall and lanky, 
uninhibited guy 
will do anything for a laugh—and 
usually gets what he’s after. He 
sings, dances, is fast with a gag, 
gets away with repartee with the 
customers and has a routine with 
Gil Baker, trumpeter. that’s amus- 
ing, though it’s based on material 
that’s not very new. Briefly, the 
guy’s got a lot on the ball. 

Pat Ross is a fair singer. Since 
Beckner can do the male vocals, 
it might not be bad idea to put a 
femme singer in tie place of, or in 
addition to Ross. 

George and Gene Bernard act has 


who seemingly 


been slightly revised since last 
caught. They're holdovers’ from 
Shep Fields’ run. They now have |} 


the four girl dancers do a panto- 
takeoff on a Mills Brothers record- 
ing in addition to their usual sock 
stuff and act is as funny 

Wood. 


Band Beokings 


Mitch Ayres-Andrew Sisters, Jan. | 
Feb. 1-3, | 
week, | 


28-30, Palace, Youngstown; 
Palace theatre, Columbus; 4, 
theatre, Cincinnati; 11, 
week, Palace, Cleveland. 

Benny Carter, Jan. 26-27, Poli the- 
atre, Waterbury, Conn.; 28, week, 
Apollé theatre, N. Y.; 
theatre, Balto. 

Jimmy Dorsey, 
RKO, Boston; 


Jan. 27, week, 
18, week, Buffalo the- 
atre, Buffalo; 25, four weeks, Sher- 
man hotel, Chicago. 

Chuck Foster, Feb. 1, 
Chanticleer, Baltimore. 

Louis Jordan, Jan. 27, 
theatre, N. Y.; Feb. 
Richmond, Va.; 5, Armory, Charles- 
ton, W. Va.; 6, Hillbilly Barn, Blue- 
field, W. Va. 

Will Osborne, Jan. 27, 
Adams theatre. Newark; 
Capitol theatre, Washington. 

Tony Pastor, Feb. 11, 
theatre, Philadelphia. 


week, 


Charlie Spivak, Feb. 11, Adams} 
theatre, Newark: 24, week, RKO,| 
Boston. 


Duke Ellington, Jan. 
theatre, St. Louis; 
Palace theatres, 


28, week, Fox 
Feb. 11, 
Youngstown-Akron; 


29-March 2, Palace theatres, Caren | Mairzy Doats (Miller) ..... 


bus: 3-5, Temple theatre, Rochester, 


N. Y.; 6-8, Stanley theatre, Utica, | Take It Easy (Santly). 


conversation, 


Beckner is an | 


as ever. | 


Feb. 4, Royal | 


Feb. 3, Terrace Room, | 


six weeks, | 


week, State | 
3, Skateland., | 


Feb. 3,! 


week, Earle 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated, Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) 


Weeks 

Band Hotet Played Week On Date 
Ray Heatherton. Biltmore (400; $1-$1.50)...... Ob 1,050 43,100 
Lani McIntire*., Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........ ookGs 1975 181,900 
Sonny Dunham, _ New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)........ ee 1,925 10,550 
Charlie Spivak... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 4 2,925 14150 
Auvier Cusat ... 3 3,050 10,400 
Jan Garber....... Lincoln (2753 $1-$1.50)............. 2 950 2.050 
Guy Lombardo .. Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)........... 15 2,225 35,250 
Enric Madriguera Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... 9 850 11,275 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. 


New Yorker and Biltmore 
have ice shows. 


Waldorf has Annamary Dickey and Rudenko & Zoritch. 


Chicago 

Cab Calloway (Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 950; $1.50-$2.50 min.), 
Calloway hi-de-hoo’ed to great 7,790. 

Duke Ellington (Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel; 750; $3.50-$4 min.). 
Room hasn't hit stride yet although Ellington pulled good 3,300. 

Jimmy Joy (New Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
Business continues good here with Joy responsible for another fine 5,000, 

Eddie Oliver (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel: 1,100: 50c¢ and 75c 
cover charge, plus $1.25 min.). Business off some but Oliver played to 
around 6,500. 

Ran Wilde (Empire Room, 
new in this territory, 


Palmer House; 750; $3-$3.50 min.). Wilde, 
and Hildegarde pushed count up to excellent 8,600. 


Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 
stride again and pulling for 3,800. 
Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 
won't be far off 3,600. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 

Harry James (Palladium B, Hollywood, third week). 
dizzy pace and will get up to 30,000 admishes. 

Horace Heidt (Trianon B, Southgate, first week). Heidt owns spot but 
on the bandstand for first time and may run count to 7,800, 

Phil Harris (Slapsy Maxie’s N, Los Angeles, 10th week). Strong combo 
of Harris and new floorshow headed by Georgie Price should account for 
5.200 tabs. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country as reported by operators to ‘Variety. Names of 
; more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of popu- 
| larity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in paren- 
| thesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the. listings 
and respective publishers.) 


Starting to get back into 


Has floor-show support and 


Continues to set 


| { Andrews Sisters ..... Decca 
100-Shoo Baby (4) (Leeds)........... ) Ella Mae Morse......Capitol 
2. My tis Me \ a 
fy Heart Tells Me (8) (BVC).......... Hit 
3. Be: Morning (2 awfor 
| 3. Beautiful Morning (24) (Crawford).... | Bing Crosby ......... Decca 
| 
, { Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 
. Bess : ( Me NANG): 
| 4. Besame Mucho (2) (Melodylane) Hit 
5. For First Time (8) (Shapiro). . Haymes. Decca 
Bing Crosby Decca 
| 6. Pis ack Mama (24) (Morris os . 
| 3. Pistol Packin’ Mama 4) (Morris) ) Al Dexter Okeh 
{ Bing Crosby Decca 
- People Will Say (18) 
| Frank Sinatra ....Columbia 
8. How Sweet Y Are @) CRemick)<... Decca 
9. Victory Polka (10) (Chappell)... . .Andrews-Crgsby Decca 
| 10. No Love, No Nothin’ (1) (BVC)..... {Jan Garber ...........0. Hit 
BVC) ) Ella Mae Morse..... Capitol 
OTHER FAVORITES 
(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity) 
week, | Paper Doll (31) (Marks)...............ce000. Mills Bros. , ..Decca 
My Ideal (Paramount) .....................-dimmy Dorsey 
...Guy Lombardo .......Decca 
Holiday for Strings (BVC) .................- Dave Rose Victor 


IN. Y.; 9, week, RKO, Boston. | 


woopy HERMAN, Decca 


No. 18578 


© recordings 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


| 
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Personal Mors. Divided on AFM Pact 
Regulate Relations With Maestros 


There is a difference of opinion 
among personal managers concerning 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians’ current drive to formulate a 
standard union contract for use be- 
bandleaders and their han- 
diers. Approximately half the p.m.'s 
who attended last week's initial 
meeting and the second, held Monday 
(17) in Moe Gale's N. Y. office, are 
strongly in favor of the union’s move, 
while the remaining half are just as 
strongly against it. 


tween 


The managers who resent the 
union's idea point out that a standard 


contract will place them under the 
control and regulation of the AFM. 
They assert a uniform contract can't 
possibly apply to all managers, since 
almost every agreement between the 
latter and the leaders is different. 


Some managers finance maestros, 
vambling with them on eventual 
earnings; others do nothing but ac- 


cept payment for services, ete. 

AFM intends to go ahead with the 
idea, regardless ot individual objec- 
tions. At its annual convention a 
vear and a half ago a rule was sought 
demanding that all personal mana- 
gers take out AFM licenses. 

It was explained during the past 
week that any p.m. who refuses to use 
the new AFM form, once it is set up. 
will be investigated to determine if 
he’s properly licensed. If he’s not 
his leader-contacts will be ordered to 
cease doing business with him. Then, 
in order to secure an AFM p.m. li- 
cense he will have to file a reguiar 
union contract between himself and 
the leader or leaders he manages. 


LES BROWN’S PAR PIC 
PUT OFF TILL SUMMER 


Les Brown's’ Paramount film. 
which he was to have originally be- 
gun Dec. 6, then Dec. 27, has 
put off until later this year. 
band had been waiting around the 
Coast for the film, ‘Bring on the 
Girls,’ and following the last delay. 
his contract was adjusted to pay him 
for the time he waited, and a clause 
was added citing that the agreement 
must be fulfilled before Nov. 1}. 
Brown's outfit is now working its 
way east. Nothing is definite, but 
it’s possible it se have a location in 
he N. Y. area beginning next month 


Ellington in Tour, 
Quits Chi Revue Plans 


Duke Ellington has dropped plans 


for a revue which he was figuring 
on debuting Jan. 28 in Chicago. 
Leader had reserved the Great! 
Northern theatre there for the pro- 
duction, which was never titled and 
instead will play a string of the- 
aires. 


He begins theatre work in St. 
Louis Jan. 28, and stays in that 
metier until April 30, when the band 
goes back into the Hurricane 
on Broadway for 20 weeks. 

Chuck Foster's orchestra, 
ized 


nitery 


after he was discharged from 
service, debuts at the Chanticleer, 


Baltimore, 
booking. 


Feb. 1, on -a_ six-week 


been | 
Brown's 


reorgan-| 


Lee Castle Organizing 
Band for Feb. 1 Debut 


Lee Castle, who parted with 
Benny Goodman’s orchestra when 
the latter left N. Y. and headed for 
California, is organizing a new or- 
chestra, which will debut at Pelham 
Heath Inn., N. Y., Feb. 1, replacing 
Henry Jerome. 


Castle, a trumpeter, led a band 


‘of his own early last year, but 
gave it up after a comparatively 


jobs. 


Tax Regulations 
Prove Equalizer 


There was a more even spread of 
profits "among upper and lower case 
maestros last year, the equalizer be- 
,ing the deeper bite tax regulations 
iput on higher incomes. With few 
exceptions maestros of all b.o. 
classes pyramided to higher grosses, 


but after returns the top names net- 
ted Jess while the smaller names 
|netted more. 


| However, regardless of taxes and 


/increased operating costs the aver- 
'age band did very well for itself 
| financially. That the top 10 or 15 
leaders weren't able to hold on to 
as much for themselves as they did 
the previous year, despite upped 
annual grosses, didn’t mean quite so 
|much to the band business itself as 
the fact that the majority of the 
lower-level maestros did well, many 
climbing out of the red. 

Increased income for 
affluent leaders was 
}acute shortage ef available combi- 
|nations. This kept the ones still in 
operation working steadier. In for- 
mer years Classes B and C outfits 
ran into many open days, and since 
leven this type of leader has men 
|on play-or-pay arrangements, they 
had a hard struggle to make ends 
meet. Operating costs rose so sharp- 
ly during the past year that many 
MBuld not have survived if the jump 
in work opportunities hadn't 
present. 
of band rose, too, but not enough 
to cover the increase in costs. It 
was more work that was responsible 
for better earnings. 


Perhans 


these less 


based on 


the sharpest 
| crease among any group was among 
the Negro bands. They had what un- 
questionably was their best year 
Outfits like Lionel Hampton, Count 
Basie. Duke Ellington at 
| way earned more than they 
before. And Calloway, Basie 
Ellington have for some time 
better than $300,000 annually. 


earning in- 


ever 
and 
done 


eers -slated for Civic, Auditorium, 
Oakland, Cal.. Jan. 22-23, with a 
'ouarantee of $2,000 per night 


against percentage. 


short period to go back to sisieman | 


Of Earnings: 


the | 


been | 
Selling prices for this class 


id Cab Callo- | 
did | 


Bob Nolan and “Sons of the Pion-| 


Miller Still Aces 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 

Although Captain Glenn Miller 
has been in service for more 
than a year, his band still rates 
tops among platter-listeners and 
jukebox devotees in Philly, ac- 
cording to a popularity poll com- 
pleted last week by WIBG. 


Palladium, H’ wood, 
Encountering Booking 
Woes Based on Coin 


Palladium ballroom, Hollywood, 
has been having trouble lately buy- 
| ing the best bands available. Where- 
as it formerly was able to get the 
| pick of top names who were on the 
Coast to make films, it is now en- 
countering balking leaders who feel 
that $5,000 weekly is 
coin from a spot that earned a 
$600,000 profit last year. 

At the beginning of the bandfilm 
boom many of the maestros who 
went west on pic contracts cashed 
|in by doubling into the Palladium. 
{They soon found that early studio 
|calls and late hours at the dancery 
didn’t mix and so booked the spot 
before or after the pic commitment. 
Now some feel that this time can 
be more profitably spent playing 
theatres at much higher money and 
are passing up the Palladium en- 
tirely. Others are asking more coin. 

Hal McIntyre was booked for the 
Palladium last week, for a_ stretch 
beginning early in March. This 
| booking is the first William Morris 
band to play there. 


Kitty Kallen 


Kitty Kallen, 
Dorsey's 


vocalist 
orchestra, left th 
after completing the Roxy theatre.| 
N. Y., run last night (Tuesday), and 
| is slated to join the Bing Crosby 
Kraft program next week (27). With | 
| Crosby she will solo and do duets, 
and may work with him in a film. 
Miss Kallen was with Dorsey 
slightly more than a year. having re- 
placed Helen O'Connell. Gladys Tell, 
from Johnny Messner’s band, is 


4 


tentatively slated to succeed her. 


Chi, Chi, Refuses T. 


at band} 


not too much | 


To Crosby Show 


Band Backing Crops Up Anew: 
Outfit Puts Up Cash for Five Orchs 


ew 


Bob Allen to Resume 


As Single Put in 4F transportation problems, 


Bob Allen drew a 4-F following | 


an induction physical in N. Y. Fri-| 
iday (14). 
| single. 


He will resume work a aj} 
So far no dates have been 
set up for him. 

Allen disbanded his orchestra Jan. 
1 following a New Year's Eve date 
at Sunnybrook Ballroom, Pottstown, 
Pa. He had intended disbanding the 
orchestra regardless of the result on 
his physical. 


Ex-Casa Loman 
Sues on Share 


¢ Band financiers, 


In Co-Op Orch 


Clarence Hutchenrider, ex-sax 
player with Glen Gray’s Casa Loma 
orchestra and one of its original 
stockholders, has filed suit in N. Y. 
supreme court against Gray 
Francis C. (‘Corky’) O’Keefe, for an 
accounting of the band’s earnings, 
by which he seeks to determine the 
value of the shares he held in the 
corporation. Hutchenrider left the 
band during its recent stay at the 
Strand theatre, N. Y., disgruntled 
over a settlement he was offered. 

The question of whether 
rider is or is not a 
the organization is delaying proceed- 


Huitchen- 


| ings, and this phase was turned over 


with Jimmy | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Terms; Band to Oriental 


Tommy orchestra will 
play the Oriental theatre, Chicago, 
during its forthcoming theatre tour, 

| instead of the Balaban & Katz Chi- 


| gan 
| years 


| Dunham, 
| Hotel 
| mer 


cago, where most name bands work, 
Chicago rejected the terms on which 
Dorsey is.currently being sold and 
the Oriental made an offer that} 
‘Dorsey couldn’t turn down.’ He's} 
| booked for week of Feb. 18. Only | 
| two major name bands have ever 
played the Oriental—Gene Krupa, 
who's now with Dorsey as a sideman, 
and Vaughn Monroe. 

| Dorsey will play eight weeks of 


theatres in all before heading for the 
Coast for more Metro film work. He 
opens Jan. 28 in Pittsburgh, then 


Albany, Chicago, 
incinnati. Cleveland, 
Youngstown, in that 


plays Philadelphia 
Indianapolis, C 
Akron and 


order. 


longer 


to Referee Peter M. Schmuck, for- 
mer supreme court justice, by Jus- 
tice Denis O'Leary 
vestigation. 
the corporation, submitted affidavits 
jalleging that Hutchenrider is no 
a stockholder because he sold 
his shares back to the corporation 
some time ago for $7,000. 


O’Keefe’s 


Cohalan for in-! 
treasurer of | 


affidavits further charge that the ac- | 
tion was brought to annoy the cor- | 


poration. 

Justice Cohalan held the musi- 
cian’s application for examination of 
the books and records of the cor- 
poration in abeyance until the ref- 
eree reports his findings. 

Casa Loma orchestra, 
for years, 


in existence 


in the early '30’s. Set up as a co- 
operative band soon after its in- 
ception the original members be- 
severing relations, a 
ago and during the 
Strand engagement the last of the 
original group, of which Hutchen- 
rider was one, cleared out. Sonny 
whose band is now 
New Yorker, N. Y., is a for- 
member and in his trumpet sec- 
tion is another, Grady Watts. Pee- 
Wee Hunt, trombonist, is a record 
jockey on the Coast. Kenny 
gent is a war worker and part-time 
nitery singer in Memphis. 

The band’s corporate fund totaled 


over $500,000 several years ago, Gray 
|} revealed at that time in a 


radio in- 
terview.* 


' week or 
| immediately 


was the top band in the | 
country from the point of earnings | 


couple | 
recent | 


| 
| Perhaps 


and | 


stockholder in | 


at the | 


Sar- | 


who have re- 
mained dormant since the start of 


'the war because of personnel and 


apparently 
are stirring anew. In addition to 
Jack Robbins’ management outfit, 
which so far has contented itself 


{with underwriting Georgie Auld’s 
,;new orchestra, there is another or- 
ganization now interested in provid- 
ing cash for budding maestros, and 
that, too, is also connected with 
musie publishing, owning Wemar 
and Grand Music Companies, both 


| operated by George Weiner. 


So far the organization, titled 
Kamar Corp. backed by William F, 
Martens, retired construction engin- 
eer, has provided operating costs for 
Henry Jerome and Stanley Keller. 


Latter’s new band, which was al- 
loted $10,000 to get rolling, is cure 
| rently in rehearsa’ in N. Y. Accord- 


ing to Weiner, 
in the works, 


three more outfits are 
none of which he will 


'yet talk about. One, however, is 
said to be a combo fronted by Sy 
Baker, trumpeter with various top 


| bands in the past and now a CBS, 


studio musician. Johnny Mc- 


Gee is said to be another. 


the only person con- 
| Sistently active in taking backer 
risks since’ the war's start is A, 


Edward Masters who has continued 
support of various combos 
{in spite of the situation that fright- 
;ened other moneymen away. He’s 
interested in Jerry Wald and Johnny 
Long, among others, and is also 
financially interested in Reis Musie 
Co. 

Martens last 
for Crawford 


week made an 
Musie to add to. his 
; Wemar and Grand holdings. He of- 
fered a certified check for $100.000 
to Max Dreyfus as a down payment 
for the firm (Dreyfus paid $280.000 
for it), but the offer was rejected. 


offer 


MORGAN TO REORGANIZE 
WITH N. Y. TOOTERS 


Russ Morgan, resting in N. Y. with 
his family over the holidays, reor- 
ganizes his orchestra within the next 
two and will resume work 
thereafter. He intends 
setting up a combination from Local 
802, N. Y. 

Morgan temporarily disbanded just 
before Xmas to spend the holidays in 


N. Y., turning down considerable 
work, including a date ata new 
Berkeley, Calif., hotel at $3.150 


weekly. 


Army Musicians Must 
Take 13-Week Basic 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 
Basic training of 13 weeks is now 
required of all musicians entering 


the Army, under a new ruling re- 
layed by American Federation of 
Musicians. 

All outfits are classified as Army 
bands, with no permanent base or 
station attachments, under general 
supervision of the adjutant’s. office. 
Musieal training centers from now 


on are at Camp Lee, Va., and Camp 


Crowder, Mo. 


FAITH THIS GREAT SONG PROVEN 


HAVE STAYED AWAY LONG 


BREAKS WIDE OPEN SALES THROUGHOUT THE 


FAMO 


US MUSIC CORP. 


1619 Broadway 


New York 
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'ASCAP Plugs $1 Duration License 
For War Factories to Hypo Production 


ASCAP began advertising Monday? 


(17) in various key-city newspapers 
that the complete list of songs it rep- 
resents is available for use in war 
factories for a license fee of $1 
yearly, for the duration. Ads point 
out that ‘musie in industry...prop- 
erly used...has_ substantially in- 


~ creased production, lessened fatigue 


...and improved moraie. ASCAP 
has had a natural interest in this 
development both in Great Britain 
and America. 

Ads were also placed to establish 
the fact that ASCAP holds the rights 
to the majority of those tunes pub- 
lished through regular channels and 
that after the war ‘rates will be con- 
sistent with the general rate sched- 
ules for commercial uses.’ 


The nominal fee of $1 annually 
was set up to avoid possible suits 
against war-work firms for unau- 
ee usage of ASCAP tunes. In 


| 


Chas. O’Connell Resigns 
RCA-Victor; Started ’28 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 

Charles O’Connell, director of. 
Red Seal artists and repertoire at 
the RCA-Victor plant, Camden, N. J., 
since 1928, resigned yesterday (Mon- 
day) to devote most of his time to 
writing and conducting. He _ will 
still be retained as consultant at 
RCA. No successor named. 

O'Connell wrote the Victor Book 
of Symphony and edited the Book 
of the Opera. He has conducted the 


Philadelphia orchestra on tour and 
at the Robin Hood Dell. 


England the Government has appor- 
tioned $250,000 annually to the Eng- 
lish performing rights society, affili- 
ated with ASCAP, to avoid similar 
suits. 


It Did Happen 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

This is for the attention of Bob 
Ripley. 

Recently, Charlie Foy, who 


operates a nitery in the valley, 
sought out Dick Powers, 
ASCAP’s supervisor here, and 
put it to him this way: ‘You fel- 
lers were pretty nice to me when 
things weren’t so good. Now 
that I’m doing well I'd like to re- 
pay you. I want my rate raised, 
so send me a new set of license 
agreements.’ 


Ed Marks’ Golden Anni 


To Be Celebrated in Feb. 


Golden anniversary of Edward B. 
Marks’ 50 years in the music pub- 
lishing biz will be observed early 
next month, with representatives of 
the music, theatrical and literary 


fields forming an honorary commit- 
tee to commemorate the occasion. 

Franklin P. Adams is honorary 
chairman of the committee, now be- 
ing formed. 


We don't need to say much about this song--it 


speaks for itself. Personally, we think it's the 
most beautiful ballad we've heard in years. Hats 
off to SAM LEWIS and GEORGE MEYER, who wrote 
it--and to SAMMY KAYE, who introduced it on the 


CHORUS Ose 
Sentimento d 
| — 1 t 
’Twas SUN-DAY IN SOR- REN-TO, But the church-bells did- n't ring, I 


Old Gold Program! 
nN 


stood be-side an al - tar, And I heard an an-gel sing. 
x 
| P Cir >> (ss 


REN-TO, 


On her head she wore a 


shawl, She looked 


just like a pic-ture that had 


a@ 


7 
SUN-DAY IN SOR- 


Chick Cardale 


CHICAGO 


JACK MILLS, President 


1619 Broadway, NEW YORK 


Ben Gilbert 
PROF. MANAGER 


smiled at me, But Icouldsee a tear-drop in her eye Twas 
> 
REN- TO, And I made a prom- —” then, I would come back to Sor- 
2 PP 
ten - to, the church-bells ring a - gain. "Twas gain. 


MILLS 


INCORPORATED 


@ 


Bill Savitt 
HOLLYWOOD 


Inside Stuff—Music 


‘Mairzy Doats,’ novelty tune written by Jerry Livingston and Al Hog. 
man and Milton Drake, published by Miller Music, is one of those phenom. 


ena—in overnight hit. With few 


radio plugs and one 


recording on 


the market, it has broken wide open and is selling at the rate of 15,000 


copies a day. 


Sales were apparently built up on radio performances by 


Al Trace, who has done it repeatedly, and a few plugs by Sammy Kaye, 


Kay Kyser and Ozzie Nelson, all on commercial programs. 


Trace made 


the only recording of it, on the Hit label. 
As usual with this type of smash hit, it has been kicking around among 


various publishers for more than two years. 


Max Dreyfus had it for some 


time, eventually returning it to its writers, who then offered it to a string 


of other firms without success. 


Jack Robbins, head of the Big 3, which 


includes Miller Music, also turned it down, but later it was accepted by 
Abe Olman, general manager of that combine. 


Claude Hopkins, who has been out of the maestro business for some 
time, is back. He is confining himself to arranging work for various white 
and colored outfits and will not return to leading, for the present at least, 

Since giving up his band due to war problems, Hopkins had been work- 


ing in a New Jersey war plant. 


Taint So, Claims 


BBC in Refuting 


Charges of American Song Favoritism 


London, Dee. 30. 

The Sphinx-like silence with 
which BBC has for 21 years frus- 
trated hostile critics, (with so few 
exceptions as to prove it is the corp- 
oration’s fixed policy), is about to be 
broken. In the very near future 
Broadcasting House is to make an of- 


ficial announcement which, in effect, 
will be an answer to the thousands 
of listeners and the scores of British 
song writers who have been yelling 
their heads off for many moons 
against what they call the BBC's bias 
in favor of American composers of 
popular music. 

The announcement will be a flat 
denial of these charges. Jack Payne 
and his band will be cited as con- 
stituting what may be considered ‘a 
fair expression of the BBC's atti- 
tude in these lighter matters’—be- 
cause the outfit is under a long term 
contract. A tabulated record of 
broadcasts by Payne’s band in the 
first 11 months of this year will be 
produced showing a total of 193 
British-composed numbers put on 
the air by this one combination. In- 
cluding repeats, these 193 British 
tunes figured in 563 broadcasts. 


Further to refute the grouser’s 
charges the BBC will underline the 
significance of Payne’s having given 
no fewer than 119 British composers 
a break in this period, this figure rep- 
resenting an average of one-and-a- 
half songs per composer per broad- 
cast. ~Actually, according to the 
forthcoming announcement, British- 
composed dance numbers broadcast 
by Payne from January to November 


Tenn. Supreme Court 
Sits on Juke Status 


Memphis, Jan. 18. 

The jukebox took on a new dignity | 
in Tennessee the past week. Before | 
five black-robed justices of the State 


Supreme Court, seated in solemn 
judicial proceeding in the court's 
chambers at the capitol in Nashville, 
the juke had its day of glory as at- 
torneys from Memphis earnestly de- 
bated the city’s legal rights in con- 
nection with supervision thereof# 

Whereases piled up in the formal 
arguments faster than you could 
switch the records from Frank Sin- 
atra to the Ink Spots. And nobody 
was kidding. 

Crux of the court battle is whether 
the city of Memphis has the right to 
decide who shall and who shall not 
own jukeboxes. 

City officials for the past several 
years have been employing a permit 
system under which Police Commis- 
sioner Joe Boyle and Chief Carroll 
Seabrook determine whether instal- 
lation shall be allowed. City fathers 
claim that they keep nickel-in-slot 
music machines out of disorderly 
houses and badly-run niteries, as 
well as at a properly respectful 
distance from schools and churches, 
by this method. 

Certain wholesalers tell another 
story, however. They contend that 
the city uses its permits to favor par- 
ticular dealers who are friendly with 
the city administration an@® that 
other ‘independent’ agents find all 
their prospective clients unable to 
obtain said permits. 


‘VARIETY’S’ JERRY MARKS IN 


_ Jerry Marks, of ‘Variety’s’ adver- 
tising staff, has been inducted into 
the Marine Corps. Passed his physi- 
cal Monday (17). 


Marks reports for duty Feb. 7. 


this yéar total 38% of his programs 
—the balance divided between Amer- 
ican, South American and European 
numbers, 

Even better news for home talent 
will be embodied in the announce- 
ment, following the publication of 
these figures. The BBC will declare 
its ‘aim’ to be for 1944 a full 50% of 
British-composed dance numbers— 
by all of its contract bands. Besides 
Payne’s combination, Billy Cotton 
and his band will be named as hav- 
ing been asked to find two new Brit- 
ish songs a week to be included in 
their broadcasts. In this connection 
the announcement will establish a 
precedent, For the first time BBC 
will dig down into its own pocket to 
pay for the orchestration of these 
new songs. This will go also in the 
case of tunes by unknown British 
composers, one of which the BBC 
dance bands are expected to find 
every week during the coming year. 


Mabel Wayne Asks 2506 
For Tune ‘Desecration’ In 


M-G’s ‘Thousands Cheer’ 


Mabel Wayne, writer of ‘In a Little 
Spanish Town,’ says she has _ in- 
structed her attorneys to institute 
suit against Metro for misuse of that 
melody in ‘As Thousands Cheer.’ 
She asserts the suit will seek $250.- 


000 damages for ‘desecrating’ the 
character of her music by a swing 
interpretation repeated throughout 


use in the 
outlined for 


the film, instead of its 
waltz tempo originally 
it. 

Miss Wayne's damage action also 
includes Metro's failure to give her 
screen credit as the tune’s author. 


MORE POPULAR EVERY DAY 


JAN RUBINI 


orld Famous 
VIOLINIST AND CONDUCTOR 
Just returned from entertaining our 
fighting bove in the South Pacitic. 
Now at Salt Lake City; Ely, Nevada: 


Spokane, Wash. Dee. 27, Palomar 
Theatre, Seattie; then Canada. 
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NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following list of the most played popular tunes on the networks for 
the week beginning Monday and through Sunday, Jan. 10-16 from 5 
p.m. to 1 a.m., is divided into two sections. The first section represents the 
first approximately 25 leaders in alphabetical order (in some cases there 
are ties, accounting for a longer list), and the second section contains 
the ‘also rans, but notated in arithmetical erder. The compilations em- 
brace the NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual Networks, as represented by 
WEAF, WABC, WJZ and WOR, N. Y., and are based on data provided by 
Accurate Reporting Service, reguiar checking source of the music pub- 
lishing industry. 


TITLE PUBLISHER 


Don't Believe Everything U Dream—?‘Around World’......Robbins 


I Couldn't Sleep a Wink—;‘Higher and Higher’...... ...... T. B. Harms 
In a Friendly Little Harbor Campbell 
I've Had This Feeling Before—;‘Show Business’............ Santly 
Music Stopped—*‘Higher and-Higher’ ................. ....- Robbins 
My Heart Tells Me—7‘Rosie O’Grady’ .............. BVC 
My Shining Hour—7‘Sky’s the Limit’.............. 
No Love No Nothin’—i‘Gang’s All Here’ .................. Triangle 
Oh, What a Beautiful Morning—*‘Oklahoma’ .. ..Crawford 
Old Acquaintance—*‘Old Acquaintance’ ........... ..Witmark 
People Will Say We’re In Love—*‘Oklahoma’...... ... Crawford 
Shoo Shoo Baby—*‘Three Cheers For Boys’.......... ...Leeds 
Speak Low—*‘One Touch of Venus’ .............. . Chappell 
Star Eyes—j‘I Dood It’? ........... 
MOST PLAYED AFTER FIRST 25 
How Sweet You Are—7‘Thank Lucky Stars’ ......... Remick 
Lovely Way to Spend an Eve.—?t‘Higher and Higher’. ......Crawford 
Have I Stayed Away Too Long?.........cccccsscccccaseecs Famous 
I Wish I Could Hide Inside This Letter.................... Shapiro 
Surrey With Fringe on Top—*‘Oklahoma’................. Crawford 
Candlelight and Wine—7‘Around the World’....... ..Miller 
J Love You—*‘Mexican Hayride’ ....Chappell 
Take It Easy—7‘2 Sisters and a Sailor’ ............. eae 
You're the Rainbow—7‘Riding Paramount 
So Goddmgnt-T ili Ya Gaeilor” . 
They're Either Too Young Too Old—j‘Lucky Stars’. ......Witmark 
Journey to a Star—7‘Gang’s All Here’ .. Triangle 
Mississippi Dreamboat—7‘Swing Fever’ .......... .Feist 
Paducah—7‘Gang’s All Here’ ............... .Triangle 
Put Your Arms Around Me—i7‘Coney Island’.............. Broadway 
Say a Prayer for Boys Over There—;‘Hers to Hold’........Southern 
Can't You Do Friend Favor?—*‘Connecticut Yankee’.......Harms 


someday [ll Meet You Again .............. asa 
Suddenly It’s Spring—j‘Lady In the Dark’................ Famous 
You're a Wonderful Baby ......... World 


+ 
£ 


.Mayfair 


* Legit Musical. 


| 
Helen Forrest’s Disc Deal) DAVE DREYER A GRANDPOP 


Dave Dreyer, prof. mgr. for Ber- 


Helen Forrest has been set by!.. 
Decca Records as a soloist on a|lin’s, became a grandfather for the 
three-year deal not yet formally | tme 
signed. She will do initial record-| _4'S @ 999 for Naval Lt. Lewis 
ings during the coming week Dreyer. Mother is the daughter of | 
, Billy Chandler, also a music man. 


Singer opens her first eastern p.a. 
today (Wednesday) at the Roxy the- | 
atre, N. Y. 


James Monaco and Mack Gordon 
cleffed ‘I'm Making Believe,” ‘Chug. 
Chug, Choo-Choo Chug,’ ‘One Chord 
in Two Flats,’ ‘Tsk. Tsk. That’s Love’ 
and ‘Hey Bub, Let’s Have a Ball’ for 
‘Sweet and Lowdown’ at 20th-Fox. 


Harold Arlen and Johnny Mercer 
cleffing numbers for ‘Out of This 
World’ at Paramount. 


Ed Marks Music has acquired the 
Piedmont Music catalog and will in 
future act as sole selling agent. Pied- 
| mont essentially is of a hill billy na- 


Fields and Fred Hall, but latter sold 
‘his share of the stock in 1942 to David 
| Lahn. 


Ben Bloom Leaves 


Berlin's for WB 


Because of a known desire to re- 
main neutral in the Irving Berlin- 
Saul H. Bornstein differences which 
have arisen within Berlin, Inc., Ben 
Bloom has finally decided to go with 
a third outfit. Longtime associate of 
both, ever since the founding of 
Irving Berlin, Inc., 25 years ago, and 
preferring to make no _ factional 
choice when the partners finally 
split up, the recording exec of the 
firm accepted an offer from Herman 
Starr, head of Warner Bros. mugc 
interests. 

Bloom. who had also been adver- 
tising agency liaison for Berlin's, 
will take charge of Advance Music 
Corp., a comparatively new sub- 
sidiary of the WB music syndicate, 
in which Moe Gale is a partner. He 
starts Feb. 1 as prof. mgr. 

There's no disposition, of course, 
as to the Berlin-Bornstein interests 
until the former returns from his 
tour with ‘This Is the Army.’ 


Autry Sued for 106 
For Refusing Use Of 
‘ Name on Song Sheet 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 
Gene Autry is defendant in a $10,- 


000 suit because he declined credit 
fas a songwriter. Action was filed 

here by Jack Baxley, tunesmith, 


who declares the cowboy star, now 
a soldier, collaborated with him on 
a ditty titled ‘I Wish All My Chil- 
dren Were Babies Again,’ which was 
published in 1941 without Autry 
credited on the music sheet. ; 
Baxley contends the Autry name 


Also named in the suit are Dave 
Gordon, the Sunshine Music Co., and 
Western Music Publishing Co. 


Shapiro-Bernstein Sues 
Vogel en 2 Infringements 


Jerry Vogel Music Co., Ine., was 


charged with copyright infringement 
of two songs, ‘Yip-I-Addy-I-Ay’ and 
‘Mela: 
Melancholy Baby.’ in a suit filed on 
Friday (14) in N. Y. 
Shapiro-Berns 


Complaint al 
ly 


choly,’ 
federal court. 
‘in is the plaintiff. 


leges Vogel infringed 


on ‘Yip-l-Addy,’ after S-B had ob-| seeks an _ injunction and 
tained renewal rights from C. Lang! declaratory judgment on alleged in- 
Cob 1939. Song was composed | fringements and an accounting on 
by Will. Cobb and John Flynn in| the second cause of action. Com-| 
1908. S-B. besides charging Vogel | plainant further asks that the de- 


With infringing on 
seeks to be declared owner of the 
' renewal copyright because Vogel, it 


Marks’ Piedmont Catalog | 


ture, founded in 1931 and joining 
ASCAP in 1936. 
Original owners were Arthur | 


would have made the song a success. | 


later changed to ‘My | 


‘Melancholy,’ | 


Morris in Deal to Set Up Separate 
Firm for Van Heusen-Burke Tunes 


15 Best Song Sellers 


(Week Ending Jan. 15) - 
Heart Telis 


Shoo Shoo Baby. ......«- Leeds 
Beautiful Morning....Crawford 
For First Time.........Shapiro 
My Ideal..... Paramount 
Besame Mucho...... Melodylane 
Little Did I Know...... Lincoln 


Couldn't Sleep Wink. 


Speak 
Victory © Polka.........Chappell 


Probe High Cost 
Administrating 
Prof. Music Men 


Professional Music Men’s meeting 
in N. Y. Friday (14) evening pro- 
duced a discussion over the cost of 
operating the benevolent arganiza- 
tion, which culminated in the ap- 
pointment of a committee to investi- 
gate the situation and make a re- 
port at the next executive meeting. 
| Some of the PMM membership have 
| been objecting to the high cost of 
the organization. 
| These chores are taken care of by 


administrating 


Bob Miller, who conducts! 


| similar duties for the Contact Men's 
| Assn., songplugger’s union. 

It is claimed by some of the PMM 
members that it costs approximately 


write office expenses, salaries, etc., 
as the organization 
| benefits. 

| Other items taken up at the meet- 
ing were a possible increase in dues, 
the easing of initiation fees so that 
the $50 required can be pavable in 
installments covering a year, and 
formulation of preliminary plans for 
; the annual PMM benefit, due 
but for which no date was definitely 
set. 


} 


soon 


{ 


is -alleged, asserts ownership and 
right to publish the song which it 
acquired from Charles Edward Nor- 
ton. Latter is the surviving son of 
| George A. Norton, who was hired to 
|edit and rewrite the 
| original owner of the rights, Theron 
Bennett. 


fendant deliver up to be impounded 


all copies and plates of the alleged | 


infringed songs during the action. 


¢ Buddy Morris is in the process of 
{ 


the same amount annually to under- | 


disburses in} 


song, by the | 


negotiating an arrangement with 
songwriters Jimmy Van Heusen and 
Johnny Burke whereby he will set 
publish all 
write during the 
Burke and Van 


up a separate firm to 
tunes the two will 
forthcoming year. 
Heusen are under contract to Bing 
Crosby, 20th-Fox and Metro for 
three years, to do at least one film 
score annually. In addition they are 
under contract for one film a vear at 
Columbia and one at International 
Pictures. 

Burke and Van Heusen have vir- 
tually concluded arrangements with 
Morris to market all their works 
with the exception of tunes written 
for Crosby, which go into Merris’ 
| Mayfair and Morris catalogs through 
;}a previous arrangement between the 
{singer and publisher. It is figured 
| that the number of scores involved 
| will keep one firm busy constantly. 
/At first Morris was mulling the ad- 
Visability of using his Melrose firm 
as outlet for the new setup. Staff 
for it has not yet been selected. 

New firm Morris intends setting up 
for the Van Heusen-Burke tunes has 
not yet been titled, but it will be 
affiliated with ASCAP despite the 
suit recently instituted by .the two 
writers to withdraw their small per- 
, forming rights from the jurisdiction 
| of the Society. This action seeks 
| to return. such rights to the writers, 
who are dissatisfied with their rating. 


New Film Bids 
For Song Catalogs 


Film companies, which have not 
| been seriously interested in acquir- 
ing music company affiliations for 
years, are again in the market for 
such arrangements. 

| Columbia Pictures recently made 
Buddy Morris an offer for his hold- 
ings, and the same publisher has 
had propositions from other studios. 
Various bids have been turned in for 
other catalogs also. 

Film interest in music publishing 
'stems partly from the large number 
of musicals scheduled, but most of it 
is probably due to a desire to invest 
excess profits in something that will 
increase in value as time goes by. 


H’WOOD BOWL OUT OF 
RED AFTER 22 YEARS 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
For the first time in its 22-year his- 
tory, Hollywood Bow! is out of debt. 
C. E. Toberman, Bowl] chairman, an- 
nounced burning of the mortgage 
after balancing the books for 1943. 
Amphitheatre is owned bv Los 
Angeles County and operates un- 
der 99-year Jease by the Bowl 
Assn. Property is valued at $1,000,- 
000 and has been visited by 6,000,000 
persons during its existence. 


Moorgate Music Publishers, Ince., 
chartered to conduct music publish- 
ing business in New York, with a 
capital stock of $40,000, $100 par 
value. 


Words and Music 


NEW YORK 


by DON REID and HENRY TOBIAS 


HARRY LINK, 


Gen. Prof. Mer. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Slapsy Manie’s, L. A. 

; Los Angeles, Jan. 11. 
Georgie Price, Sylvia Froos, Phil 
Harris 


Rhythm | 


Orch (19), Delta 
Boys, Charley Kemper, Hazel Man- | 
gean Girls, Joe Oakie, Amapola, | 


Jess Mack, George Haggerty, Ray 
Malone; minimum, $3 weekends, 
$2.50 other nights. 


Triple attraction of Georgie Price, 
Sylvia Froos and Phil Harris should 
prove a winning parlay for Sammy 
Lewis with the clientele largely 
from pictures, sporting life and 
those who play along the fringe of 
show biz, it’s a perfect setting for 
the mimicries of Price and Miss 
Froos and the leg-itching music of 
Harris. Those three names neoned 
out front will keep the waiters 
hopping and the 550-seat room com- 
fortably tenanted for the stand of 
this triumvirate. 

Natural!y, Price is the main draw 
and rightly so but, Sylvia Froos gets 
her name in the same sized type, 
being one of the better warblers of 
early radio, but since most of the 
names of show biz have come from 
the stage and radio has yet to horn 
into the public memory, so it’s more 
or less of a fresh start for Froos 
and what’s more she'll cut it and 
leave a fine edge. 

Price is Price and that’s plenty 
good for the Slapsy crowd. His 
voice nas lost little of its robust 
timber, his impersonations of Harry 
Richman, George Jessel, George M. 
Cohan, et al still sock and wow, and 


NINO 
MILO 


‘The Latin from Manhattan’ 


WEEK 


AND STILL 
GOING STRONG 
with 


COMEDY and SONG . 


at the 


MUSIC BOX CAFE 


SAN FRANCISCO 


thanks toMy. Agent 
SAM ROSEY 
Exclusive Mgmt. M.C.A. 


—And to My Bosses 
LLOYD CAMPBELL 
and FRANK McCREEDY 


KATHRYN 


straight singing of the oldies iden- 
tified with his long career had the 
over 38's pounding and pleading. 
Froos floods the room with full- 
throated, sophisticated chants, that 
give her turn a wide and versatile 


range. She looks like a_ baby- 
faced Sophie Tucker, a fact made 
more pronounced with her ‘Oh, 
Johnny. She might brush up on 


her asides, jowever, as they fail to 
register. Something wrong with the | 
timing, punching or inflections or | 
mebbe it’s just not the voice for it. 

Delta Rhythm Boys, five sepians, 
have been around and score handily 
with their stylized rendition of ‘Dry 
Bones,’ ‘Paper Doll’ and other group 
ditties. Charlie Kemper. a rowdy, 
roisterous zany from Frisco, takes 
care of the blackouts in the upstairs 
chamber, aided and abetted by Joe 
Oakie, George Haggerty and Jess 
Mack, They get howls most of the 
way with material that would pass 
muster anywhere. 

Yep, the place has reformed. Tum- 
blers in bloomers are the Hazel 
Mangean Girls, pin-down 
femmes of the old music hall type 
Wo indulge in agile acrobatics. Ray 
Malone is a young hoofer with 
plenty of promise (and a contract 
with Universal Pictures). The click- 
ing of castanets brings on Amapola 
for a few spins around the stage. 

Music of Phil Harris keeps the 
dance floor packed and the show 
briskly paced. When he’s not fuss- 
ing around flicking stuff and things 
off his finely tailored effects, Harris 
emcees after a fashion and gets in a 
bit of foiling for the funny fellows. 
His music is first rate all the way 
and he works hard to keep the show 
on balance. 

CBS has a wire in the spot for 
three transcontinentals weekly, Har- 
ris filling on the net while Harry 
James is keeping the cats happy at 
the Palladium. Helm. 


Cafe Rouge. N. Y. 
(PENNSYLVANIA HOTEL) 
Charlie Spivak Orch. (18) with 
Irene Daye, Dick Baldwin; no mini- 
mum, cover $1 weekdays, $1.50 
weekends. 


Charlie Spivak hasn’t had a new 
record on the market for more than 
a year. It is perhaps the only cir- 
cumstance that has prevented his 
band from achieving first five, if not 
top rating. With a couple solid 
discs Spivak should have no trouble 
going far beyond his present popu- 
larity. He has a solid band. 

Listening to Spivak’s grouping of 
four trumpets, four trombones, five 
sax and four rhythm, you get the 
idea that Glenn Miller is back in 
circulation, because of _ similarly 
styled arrangements and ability to 
draw the same type of patronage. 
Almost any night in the week a 
goodly portion of covers consists 
of well-dressed high school and col- 
lege kids. 

As mentioned above, Spivak often 
sounds like Miller’s pre-war band. 
It has the same kind of color in its 
ballad arrangements, played with 
almost mechanical perfection. It 
goes Miller one better, however, in 
interpreting jump stuff. Where 
Miller’s band was stiff and often un- 
exciting because of its impeccable, 
deliberate performance, Spivak 


a-rhythmie spark thet-sets;. 


the entire combination ablaze. 


Spivak, himself, of course, is an 
outstanding soloist up front. -His 
mellow trumpeting adds a lot to the 
impact of the band, but it might be 
wiser to keep his horn mellow and 
| avoid wherever possible, high regis- 
ter work in which groove his play- 
ing doesn’t have the same exciting 
qualities as Harry James.’ Spivak’s 
playing in the middle notes is more 
effective. In addition, he has out- 
standing soloists in reed and trom- 
bone sections, who play with taste 
and ability. 

Irene Day, formerly vocalist with 


DANCERS 


Break All Records 


In History of Famous 


GLASS HAT 
NEW YORK 


24 Weeks in 1943 


Personal Manager: HAL BRAUDIS 
Belmont Plaza New York 


Gene Krupa, came out of retire- 
ment to j@in Spivak. She does a 
neat job on ballad and rhythm 


melodies. Dick Baldwin does ballads, 
too. He’s fair. Wood. 


Cotillion Room. N. 
(HOTEL PIERRE) 

Irwin Corey, Fay & Gordon, Stan- 
ley Melba Orch; $1 and $1.50 cover. 

Irwin Corey, who came to some 
attention at Le Ruban Bleu, has 
a tougher room to work in at the 
Hotel Pierre’s Cotillion, but he does 
all right with his ‘downfall of the 


NOW IN HIS 


AT THE BEACHCOMBER 
MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 


TITO CORAL 


6TH WEEK 
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Roman empire’ comedy discourse, | 
and really whams them with that| 
hokum ‘Figaro’ panto, to the accomp 
of what is probably a Caruso record- 
ing. Corey has the spark of a truly 
fine comic but, as with almost every- 
body in show business, it’s a matter 
of material. Match his zany style, 
which is a sort of tongue-in-cheek, 
Zeromostelesque manner, with 
choice material, and Corey will more 
than deliver. 

The terping Fay & Gordon, now 
doubling from the Capitol, N. Y.,! 
where they are added starters, regis- 
ter wih their suave dances. -They're | 
a fetching pair and, of course, her 
resemblance to Carole Landis has 
been commented upon before. Per 
usual, Stanley Melba’s dansapation 
clicks. In addition the personable 
maestro is a smooth conferencier. 
What isn’t generally known is that | 
he also supervises the general, over- | 
all entertainment policy of this class | 
hostelry. Abel. 


Terrace Room, Pitt 
(WILLIAM PENN HOTEL) 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 12. 
Dorothy Lewis Ice Revue, with 
Miss Lewis, George Arno’d, Bob 
Fitzgerald, Line (4), Maurice Spi- 
talny Orch (10), Eddie Metcalfe; | 
$1-$1.50 per person cover. 


cafe belt has finally | 
gotten around to ice shows after | 
they’ve been the rage all over the 
rest of the country for a couple of 
years. Old Yacht Club tried one 
more than a year ago but it was a 
makeshift affair and didn’t count. 
Remained for town’s top spot, Hotel 
William Penn’s Terrace Room, to 
come up with the first real slam- 
bang show in the Dorothy Lewis 
revue, which has been playing flock 
of Statler inns (William Penn is in 
the Statler chain) of late. 

In Miss Lewis, show has a spar- 
kling star who has both looks and 
talent and some of the stuff she does 
on the little more than two-by-four 
rink is spectacular. There's a lot of 
difference performing in a big arena 
and on the cramped space of a dine- 
and-dancery, which makes Miss 
Lewis’ jumps, splits, speed and sud- 
den stops here three times as excit- 
ing and just as dangerous, too. 

It’s a short revue, about 20 min- 
utes, but it packs a lot of action and 
a lot of beauty as well. Whole thing 
is done to the music of Tschaikow- 
sky’s ‘Nutcracker Suite,’ ably played 
throughout by Maurice Spitalny 
orch, and the pace is unflagging. 
Four girls in the line are plenty dec- 
orative and they’ve been outfitted 
by Miss Lewis with three costume 
changes that are eye-filling. Star 
herself also is off three times and 
back with as many wardrobe shifts, 
all designed with eye appeal for the 
audience and sex appeal for Miss 
Lewis, and she’s a super-showman 
who knows how to give the ring- 
siders that extra thrill. 

Two boys, George Arnold and Bob 
Fitzgerald, are both crack skaters, 
and they’re on first with the line, 

(Continued on page 58) 


Unit Review 


Ink Spots Unit 
(ALBEE, CINCINNATI) 
Cincinnati, Jan. 15. 
Ink Spots (5), Ella Fitzgerald, 
Cootie Williams Orch (16), Moke & 
Poke, Ralph Brown; ‘Footlight 
Glamour’ (Col.). 


This is the second successive sea- 
son that the Ink Spots are heading a 
unit Current jaunt, tabbed for 10 
months, shoved off last week, split- 
ting between Rochester, N. Y., and 
Columbus, O and appears certain to 
rack up tall takes. 

It’s the first sepia show to play the 
Albee, and the response is terrific, 
heavy play coming from sepia trade. 

Combo is clicky and, in the tradi- 
tional Negro pro-manner, all hands 
work hard. 

Cootie Williams’ outfit is solid with 
jump tunes. The maestro’s person- 
ality wins quickly and his trumpet 
scores in ‘Concerto.’ Band also reg-| 
isters with ‘Things Ain’t What Used | 


To Be’ and ‘Roli ’Em.” The ‘little | 
band’ socks with ‘Talk a Little | 
Trash.” This sextet has Williams. | 
trumpet; Eddie Vinson, alto sax; 
Eddie Davis, tenor sax; Buddy 


Powell, piano; Norman Keenan, bass: 
and Ves Payne, drums. Vinson also 
scores in solo parts with the en- 
semble. . 

Ella Fitzgerald. whammed with ‘I 
Got Rhythm,’ ‘Embraceable You,’ 
‘Tisket a Tasket’ and ‘What Are You 
Gonna Do?’ 

Ralph Brown, young and trim, is 
socko in a tap and acro routine that’s 
refreshingly different. 

Moke and Poke, engage in fast | 
patter, most of which can stand | 
cleaning for family audiences, but | 
score with comedy dancing. 


‘Louisville, Ky. and St. Charles, New 


cold. 
Pauline Russell received an O.K. 
from 


CHI COLONY AUCTION 
TO SATISFY CLAIMS 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Liquid assets and furnishings of 
the Colony Club will be sold at auc- 
tion tomorrow (19) by order of the 
government to satisfy an internal 
revenue bureau tax bill in excess 
of $5,000. 

Spot was padlocked New Year's 
eve by revenue agents who seized 
all liquor until such time as delin- 
quent social security, cabaret and 
withholding taxes are paid. Sale 
was ordered after owners of the 
club failed to settle. 


Hoffman Joins Hogan 
As Glaser Replacement 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 
Dick Hoffman joining’ the 
Charles A. Hogan office as associate 
booker replacing Marcus Glaser, who 
reports to Ft. Sheridan on Jan. 27. 
Hoffman brings with him the Tower, 
Kansas City, account, a full week, 
which he has booked for several 
years. In addition he takes over 
houses formerly serviced by Glaser 
including the Stratford, Chicago; 
Paramount, Hammond, Ind.; Elko, 
Elkhart, Ind., and several Standard 

Theatre circuit Wisconsin houses. 
Hogan will continue to handle the 
bookings of the Oriental, Chicago; 
Riverside, Milwaukee, Wis.; National, 


Orleans, La., all full weeks. 

Agent and booking fraternity are 
throwing farewell luncheon to 
Glaser Tuesday (25) at Mann’s Rain- 
bow Cafe. 


Al. K. Hall to Take 


Vaude Unit Overseas 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


Vaudeville, as their fathers knew 
it, will be dished out to the soldiers 
overseas by Al K. Hall, oldtime 
trouper, who is leading a quartet of 
femme entertainers on a USO over- 
seas tour. 

Hall’s group comprises Virginia 
Lotito, Jean Verdugo, Lee Sullivan 
and Virginia Wallace. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Jan. 18. 

Margo Meredith, Rogerite and 
chairman of the Bond and War stamp | 
drive, off to the big town for a 10- 
day furlough. 

John Eaton has 
operations. 

Virginia Brown handed O.K. re- 
port and permitted to indulge in 
light exercise. 

_ Harry Barrett, that 89 years young 
juggler, took a short vacash in Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. 

Richard Moore now cottaging at 24 

Front street. Bedded with a severe 


mastered four 


wi; -which 
means she is well on the mend. 
Write to those who are ill. 


Delay New N. Y. Cafe 


Cafe Loyale, N. Y., bow as a nitery | 
has been postponed to Jan. 27 from 
Jan. 20. Room will open with Carlos 
Molina and Ted Black bands, Colum- 
bas and Carroll, Georgia Cole and 
Jimmy Dale. Two more acts are 
Still to be signed. 

Spot, for years a straight eatery, 
recently changed ownership. 


Fort Worth, Tex., Jan. 18. 


Rosen 
As State N.Y. Mor. 


After being associated with Loew's 
for 15 years, Al Rosen has resigneq 
as manager of Loew's State, N. Y. 
effective March 1. He will take over 
management of a manufacturing 
plant in San Francisco. Rosen 
headed the State for 11 years which 
is conceded to be the ace house of 
the circuit and rated the top profit 
earner. Before coming to the State, 
Rosen directed the Rio, Bedford and 
Woodside for Loew’s. 


A popular Broadway showman, 
Rosen was retired before entering 
show business and had an independ. 
ent income. Nearly 20 years ago he 
controlled the basic patents on musie 
devices now called juke boxes, but 
at that time manufacturers could not 
perfect the machines. 

No successor has been named. 


Sands Gets Fla. Spot To 
Break N.Y.-Miami Jump 


Hal Sands, New York indie agent, 
is now bocking the Temple theatre, 
Jacksonville. House, operated by 
Paramount, was once booked by 
Eddie Smith, another N. Y. indie per. 
center, but he soon gave up the op- 
eration and manangement filled in 
with acts in that territory. 

Assigning the theatre to Sands is 
seen as another attempt to get acts 
to break the New York to Miami 
jump. 


A NEW SINGING STAR 


JEAN TIGHE 


Dir.:——KENNETH LATER 


Special Material 


LYRICS. ...MONOLOGUES 
COMEDY....DRAMATIC 


For Stage—Cabaret—Radio 


DORA MAUGHAM 


1775 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
COl. 5-8340—Reom 723 


Clover Club, recently destroyed by | 
fire, will be opened Feb. 1 with floor- | 
shows and ofch. 


AL FERGUSON 


“The Inimitable Funster” 
CURRENTLY 
Hippodrome Theatre 


BALTIMORE, MD. 


Personal Direction 


Abner J. Greshler 


RKO Bidg., Radio City 
New York 20, N. ¥ 


Available Jan. 20 


Executives 


manager seeks position. 
College graduate. 


AGEMENT OF THEATRES. - 


Former stage show and motion picture theatre owner and 
Recently returned from service. 


WILL CONSIDER OFFER FROM ANY BRANCH OF SHOW 


BUSINESS WHICH CAN UTILIZE THE DIVERSIFIED EX- 
PERIENCE GAINED IN 12 YEARS OF OWNERSHIP-MAN- 


Address Box No. 97, Variety, 154 W. 46th St., N. Y. 19, N. Y. 


Attention! 


Ink Spots have a record, radio and | 


screen rep. Deke Watson, Bill Kenny, 
Hoppy Jones, Bernie Mackey on 
guitar. Bowing Bill Doggett at the 
piano gives off on ‘Put Your Arms 
Around Me,’ ‘Lovely Way to Spend 
an Evening,’ ‘Shoo-Shoo Baby,’ ‘My 
Heart Tells Me’ and ‘If I Didn’t Care.’ 
Look for their ‘Lovely Way to Spend 
an Evening’ to let the record rooters 
forget about ‘If I Didn’t Care.’ 

Koll. 


Singing Star 


Available for 
Mgt.—HERBERT LYNN 


PEETA SMALL 


‘THE CANADIAN NIGHTINGALE’ 


of Stage and Radio 


Currently at the 
HAVANA MADRID, New York 


Booking April 2, 1944 
1697 B’way, New York 19, CO. 5-0330 


| | 
| | 
| 
| 

| 
| | 
| 
P| | 
| 
| 
| 
ihe 
{| | 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
ff | 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| | 
| 


= 


Wednesday, January 19, 1944 


VARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE 57 


L.A. Orpheum Abandons Vaude 
After ‘Wildcat’ Pit Walkout 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. *- 


Vaudeville lost one of its Coast 
strongholds when the Orpheum 
shifted to a picture policy after 11 
years as a film-vaude house. Switch 
was occasioned by a ‘wildcat’ strike 
of pit musicians, whose wage de- 
mands Sherrill Corwin, Orpheum 
operstor, refused to meet. 


Pitmen demanded $90 for 30 or 
less shows a week, plus $3 for all 
over 30. They also asked $75 weekly 
as standbys when traveling bands 
are booked in, with the stipulation 
that the house orchestra would not 
have to appear at the theatre while 
filling standby time. Another de- 
mand was a minimum guarantee of 
30 weeks a year at $90. Under the 
old rate they drew $63 for 22 shows 
a week, plus $3 for each extra show. 

Almost a year ago, Jan. 29, Corwin 
filed a request with the War Labor 
Board to raise wages to $84 for 30 
shows With $3.25 for each extra per- 
formance, but was turned down by 
WLB. He declared he had offered to 
take the latest demands to WLB, but 
tooters held out for an immediate 
increase. Under wartime rulings, 
Corwin asserted, he cannot legally 
raise the present scales without an 
Okay. Local rates are said to be less 
than scale for the same work in 
other key cities. 

Meanwhile, abandonment of stage 
shows at the Orpheum is a serious 
impediment to acts and bands head- 
ing for the West Coast. With wartime 
travel so expensive, touring troupes 
from the east require several profit- 
able weeks in key cities, one of 
which is Los Angeles. More than 
one company is reported cancelling 
its western tour, which means that 
San Francisco and other Pacific 
coast cities will be affected. 

New policy at the Orpheum is a 
moveover first run, playing off 


OVERSEAS WITH 
U.S.0. SHOWS 


GEORGE FREEMS 


NOW ENTERTAINING 
THE ROYS IN SCOTLAND 


WILLIE SHORE 


AL BORDE 


Loew’s State. First program was a 
double bill, ‘Government Girl’ and 
‘Jive Junction,’ at usual 75¢ top. 

Corwin served notice on the mu- 
sicians, American Guild of Variety 
Artists and sundry booking agents 
that he is preparing legal action to 
establish rights on future commit- 
ments. 

Corwin’s position is summed up 
in a letter explaining the theatre’s 
stance. 

‘It is our intention,’ he asserts, ‘to 
take every step legally necessary to 
protect our interests and, to such 
end to immediately file suit seeking 
declaration, of our rights and obliga- 
tions, not only with regard to vari- 
Ous agreements for future services 
of persons previously engaged but 
those persons with whom we hold 
contracts covering present services.’ 


RHODE ISLAND SOLONS 
RAP DRY MOVEMENT 


Providence, R. I., Jan. 18.- 
Rhode Island whick never ratified 
the Eighteenth Amendment, emphati- 
cally wants no resurrection of the 
bluenose baby of the last war. 


Only about five minutes was 
needed here Wednesday (12) for 
both branches of the State Legisla- 
ture to adopt a joint resolution pro- 
testing the proposed passage of any 
national prohibition law, and point- 
ing out that ‘millions of voters now 
in the armed force: of the nation will 
be unable to express either their ap- 
proval or disapproval of the position 
taken by their representatives in 
Congress concerning such legislation.’ 

Assailing this effort as ‘strikingly 
similar to that which was made in 
the year 1918 when the wartime pro- 
hibition law was enacted to conserve 
grain and ultimately developed into 
the Eighteenth Amendment,’ the 
resolution said the Rhode Island 


| Legislature desired to be recorded 


| against reenactment of such legisla- 
tion ‘in the belief of that such legis- 
lation has not only failed to accom- 
plish its purpose, but has also 
| brought in its train conditions which 
have proven detrimental to the pub- 
lie interest.’ 


Albert Mandel Breaks 
Leg in N. Y. Theatre 


Albert Mandel, of the comedy tee- 
terboard turn, Three Mandels (ex- 
Willie and Joe Mandel), suffered a 
broken leg at the opening show at 


ithe Academy Music. New _York.,|.. 


Monday (17). 
Mandel wrenched his back while 


setting up the apparatus, but hesi- 
tated to call off the show. During the 


next-to-closing trick, he again 
wrenched his back, and a broken leg 
resulted when he tried to catch a 
partner who was catapulted off the 
board. He was taken to the Colum- 
bus hospital. 


The Reddingtons replaced. 


JOE 
LEWIS 


CURRENTLY 


CHEZ PAREE 


CHICAGO 


-hance. 


| an 11 o'clock limit for selling drinks, 
| but Fairley quickly denied the re- 


| burg, he said. 
| at this, and some of them even gave 
| the nod to Fairley’s plan, since the 


| Triangle spots lately. Several months 


| service men, but nothing ever came 


Hotel Commodore Drops 
Show As Auld Bows In 


Commodore hotel, N. Y., will drop 
its floor show Feb. 3 with the debut 
there of Georgie Auld’s orchestra. 
Auld will be supported only by the 
Glenn Miller Modernaires (formerly 
Singers), working as a floor act. 

Band and vocal group will break 
in at the Stanley theatre, Utica, next 
week (25-27). 


Hub's AGVA Local 
Still Snarled Up 


Affairs of the Boston local of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
are still up in the air, despite re- 
moval of Tom Senna, local executive 
secretary, and installation of Fred 
Nerrett as representative of the na- 
tional office. Legality of the meeting 
which dissolved the Boston local has 
been attacked by Hub performers, 
who contend that they have been 
legally deprived of their rights, with 
dissolution of the local. 

Matt Shelvey, AGVA’s national ad- 
ministrator, is making a study of the 
legal aspects. If he finds that the 
meeting was out of bounds, then Bos- 
ton will get back its autonomy and 
Senna will be restored as head of the 
local. 

In any event, it’s doubtful that 
Senna will be allowed to hold on to 
that post. Shelvey has charged him 
with failure to adequately organize 
the jurisdiction, maintenance of a 
sub-standard wage scale and failure 
to conclude minimum basic agree- 
ments with most niteries in that area. 

Shelvey will go to Boston to confer 
with the membership upon his return 
from a tour of locals, two weeks 


_ Following disposal of the Boston 
situation, Shelvey will turn his at- 
tention to the Philadelphia local. 


VIVIAN NELSON SHAKEN 
IN FALL FROM TRAPEZE 


St. Louis, Jan. 18. 

Vivian Nelson of the Nelson Sis- 
ters (2), a trapeze act was injured 
Friday (14) when she slipped from 
the bar suspended from the dome 
of the Zodiac Lounge at Hotel 
Chase, where the act is appearing, 
and fell 18 feet. More than 500 wit- 
nessed the accident. Miss Nelson’s 


sister, Gloria, continued the act 
after the fall. 
Miss Nelson sufiered abrasions 


and a severe snaking up, but did not 
require hospitalization. 


Pitt Niteries Face 11 P.M. 
Curfew for Servicemen 


Pittsburgh, Jan, 18. 
“Cafe and bar operators hit the 
ceiling here last week at printed 
announcements that Safety Director 
George E. A. Fairley would propose 


port, claiming that his 11 p.m. 
whistle would be for service men 
only. 


Insisting he is ‘not fanatic’ about 
the question of soldiers and sailors 
drinking, Fairley said he was only 
trying to put into effect locally a 
plan which has worked successfully 
elsewhere. Experiment was credited 
with reducing venereal infections of 
service men 50 percent in Harris- 


Innkeepers breathed a little easier 


service men have been posing some- 


thine 


af a nrohlem in many Golden 
OF 2 PY n biden 


ago, Fairley had proposed a midnight 
bar curfew for civilians as well as 


of that. 


Max Tishman to GAC 


Max Tishman joined Generai 
Amusement Corp. Monday (17) as 
assistant to Harry Romm, act depart- 
ment head. Tishman for years was 
an indie agent. 

Another assistant to Romm, Billy 
Stein, was inducted last week and 


leaves for the Navy today (Wednes- 
day). 


Frank Sands to GAC 


Frank Sands, formerly with Moe 
Gale, joined General Amus. Corp.’s 
cocktail department, Monday (17), to 
work with Mort Davis. | 

Sands fills the vacancy created 
with Danny Holiywood’s shift to the 
GAC radio department. 


Shelvey to Tour Key Cities in Move 
To Sign Agent Groups to AGVA Pacts 


In an effort to secure pacts with 
agent organizations throughout the 
east and midwest, Matt Shelvey, na- 
tional administrator for the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists, and 
Mortimer S. Rosenthal, AGVA’s as- 
sociate counsel, will embark on a 
tour of key cities Friday (21) to 
meet with percenter groups and sign 
them to pacts similar to the one re- 
cently effected with the Artists Rep- 
resentatives Assn., New York. 

First stop on the Shelvey-Rosen- 
thal itinerary will be Buffalo, Satur- 


DANCE ACTS OKAY FOR 
MASS. SUNDAY SHOWS 


Springfield, Mass., Jan. 18. 

The Massachusetts Department of 
Public Safety has relaxed its blue 
laws and will permit dance acts to 
be shown on Sunday vaude bills. 
Bumps and grinds are still forbid- 
den. As a result Manager Gerry 
Germain, of the Broadway theatre, 
immediately booked terp acts for 
this week’s show. 

Vaudeville fans never did under- 
stand why they couldn’t see live per- 
formers do the same routines that 
would be shown a little later on the 
screen, 


Carroll Darkens Nitery, 
Then Settles With Union 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 
Earl Carroll re-opened his theatre- 
restaurant after two nights of dark- 
ness, resulting from a walk-out by 
seven stagehands in a dispute over 
overtime pay. When pickets were 
stationed in front of the nitery, other 
union workers refused to enter. 
Strike was settled at a conference 
between Carroll and Carl Cooper, 
business representative of Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Shop 
Employees, Stagehands Local 33. 
It was the second time the Car- 
roll’s shuttered because of labor 
troubles in two months. It was 
closed from Nov. 26 to Dec. 4, 1943, 
by a walk-out of waiters. 


District Election Closes 


Philly Midtown Bars 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 

Niteries and cocktail bars in mid- 
town Philly were ordered to keep 
their bars shut tight until 9 p.m, to- 
night (Tuesday) because of a special 
Congressional election in the district 
which embraces the entertainment 
belt. 

The election to fill a vacancy has 
caused little interest here and plenty 
of hoisters are jn for a surprise when 
they are told that booze is verboten. 
Cocktaileries just outside the ‘dry’ 
area are advertising that they’ll be 
open alleday and expect to make a 
killing. 


Bonnie Baker goes into the Boule- 
vard Room of the Stevens hotel, 
Chicago, Feb. 25 for four weeks with 
options. 


day (22), after which they will hit 
Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, Cincin- 
nati and Pittsburgh. 

Local executive secretaries and 
national representatives -are pre- 
paring for their visits by asking 
agents and bookers in the various 
towns to be visited to call meetings 
for purpose of preparing agreements, 

Situation, according to Shelvey, 
looks good, but he envisions some 
prolonged discussion in Chicago, 
where the Entertainment Managers 
Assn. is asking that the bookers’ fee 
be set at 10% and the agent be al- 
lowed an additional 5%. ARA agree- 
ment sets the commission split the 
other way around. Shelvey conferred 
with Dave P. O’Malley Chi EMA 
exec, in New York last week, but ar- 
rived at no definite agreement. 


Ohio Agents Elect 


Cleveland, Jan. 18. 

Eighteen Northern Ohio bookers, 
meeting here last week to discuss 
mutual problems, wound up organ- 
izing the Ohio Guild of Theatrical 
Agents. 

Marty Caine of the Frank Sennes 
agency was elected president; Leo 
Fredericks, vice-prez; Alfred Jack- 
son, also of Sennes office, secretary; 
and Merle Jacobs, from local Music 
Corporation of America office, treas- 
urer. 

In group which will be affiliated 
with the Artists Representatives As- 
sociation in New York includes 
agents in Akron, Canton, Youngs-, 
town and Steubenville, O. Member- 
ship is expected to jump to 50 after 
their Feb. 6 meeting at local Olm- 
sted hotel. 

Formation of OGTA burned up 
several dissatisfied downtown cafe 
owners, who claim it will be used to 
bludgeon them. One nitery proprie- 
tor said he was so ‘disgusted with 
low quality of acts furnished him’ 
that he will henceforth do his own 
booking via long-distance phone with 
Chicago agents. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 19, 19114 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate 
, whether full or split week. 


Variety Bills 


WEEK OF JANUARY 21 


opening day of 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITY, 


Capitel (20) 
Dick Himber Ore 
tou Holtz 
Kathryn Grayson 
June Allyson 
Nancy Walker 
Ragland 


& Gorden 


ASHING TON 


Franciseo & Delores 


Paramount (20) 
Johnny Long Ore 
Allen Kent 
Hazel Scott 
Gil ainb 
Bob ¢ ‘offee 


Buffalo (20) 
Casa Loma Ore 
Lyon 
Anita Boyer 
Ames & Arno 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (20) 


Griff Willlams Orc 


Gertrude Niesen 

Henny Youngman 

Phyllis Claire 
Regal (20) 


Paramount 


NEW YORK CITY) 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Michigan (20) 


PORTCHESTER 
Capitel (19) 


Seidler 


florenz 
‘ rt Miller 


& Harriet 
Benny & B 
Boran 
Ghezazi 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan (21-2) 
i Osborne 
Morison 
y Rand 
Mandells 
WATERBURY 
(19-20) 
Osborne 
Gang 
Cummings 
Dooley Co 
WOONSOCKET 
New Park 
Seidler 
Cummings 
Dowling Gils 
CGihexzi 
Perkins 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth 
Brition 
Burns 
Vance 


Dawn 


Hector & Pals 


Cabaret Bills 


Southern 


ALABAMA 
Birmingham 
Pantage (28-31) 

Francita Rev 
Mobile 
Lyric (27-30) 


The Karston Show 


Selma 
Wilby (25) 


The Karsion Show 


GEORGIA 
Augusta 
Modjeska (27-29) 
Rentro Radio Co 
NO. CAROLINA 
Charlotte 


Broadway (28-29) 


Rev of Tomorrow 
Concord 
Paramount (27) 
Rey of Tomorrow 
Durham 
Carolina (27) 

Breezing Along 
Raleigh 
State (28-29) 
Breezing Along 
Salisbury 
State (25) 
Breezing Along 
WILMINGTON 
Carolina (28-29) 

Talk About Gls 
Winston Salem 
State (26) 
Breezing Along 
SO. CAROLINA 
Anderson 


Rentro Radio Show 


NEW YORK CITY 


Vince Curran 
Joe Frisco 
Hickson 
Gaye Dixon 
Ted Smith 
Rogers 


Gls 


ore 


(21-23) 
Cis 


(17-19) 


(re 


j Alberto Torres D 
j Jose Curbello Orch 
Carlos Varelas Ore 


Hotel Astor 
(Astor Roof) 


(Columbian Room) 


Tommy Tucker Orc 
Jose Morand Ore 
Cocktail Lounge 
Dick Kuhn 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 


\Miekey Alpert Ore 


Nino Rhumba Bad 
Hotel Biltmore 
Joan 
John Donohue 
Arnold Shoda 
Ruth Sitarr 
loe-leers €4) 
Ann Warren 
Hal Chase 
Ray Heatherton Ore 
flotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 
Enric Madriguera 
Mernando Alva 
Nita Rosa 
tob Lido 
Cachita 
The Graysons 
Porothy Keller 
tay Arnett 
Johnny Mack 
Mischel Gower 3 
Stanley & Marti 
Dorothy Keller 
Mishel Gorner Orch 
Hotel Dixte 
(Plantation Room) 
Al Trace 
Hotel Edison 
Rvyan-Barron Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
(Casino on Park) 
Abe Lyman Ore 
tose Blane 
Vrankie Connors 
Stanley Worth 
Hotel Lexington 
(Hawalivo Rm) 
Lani McIntire Ore 
Leilani 
Mokihana 
Al MelIntire 
Tlarold Aloma 
Momi Kat 
Kuulel Young 
Hotel Lincotn 
(Blue Room) 
Count Basie Ore 
Hotel McAipin 
(Marine Grill) 
Gladys Tell 
Srnest Hamory 
Johnny Messner Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
(Terrace Room) 
Sonny Dunham Ore 
Dorothy Claire 
Don Darey 
Mary Jane Yeo 
Bob Russell 
Bob Ballard 


NEW YORK 


PARAMOUNT BUILDING 


BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 
VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY HILLS, CAL. 


CALIFORNIA BANK BLDG. 


Aquarium Rest. 
Powell Maniacs 


Rentro Radio Show 


S Montmartra Gls 
Acorn & Simmons 


Vincent Pierce 


Warner 


NEW YORK CITY 


Strand (21) 


Charlie Barnet Ore 


Lowe, Hite & 
Ella Mae Morse 
Bunny Briggs 


Charlie Barnet Orc 


Lowe, Hite & 
Mae Morse 
Bunny Briggs 


VPHILADELPHLEA 


Farle (21) 
T.ouis Prima Ore 
Meatrice Kay 


Ritz tras 
Georgie Auld Ore 
Bill bailey 


Morris Ore 
PITTSBURGH 
Bill's Gay 90's 


Lane 3 
taker 
vy Coast 
che Horseshoe 
ASHINGTON 


90's Qua rtette 


Andrews O 
Club 51 


Ilyers 


Harrington 
Diane Fontaine 


O'Neill 
McCall 
Marcia Kent 
Club 1-2-3 
Roger Stearns 
Kingsley 
Copacabana 
Durante 
tuyve & Naldi 
Karen Cooper 
Larry Brooks 


La 
Knott 


Andrini 
Sirens 
Herron Ore 
Mari 
Rouge 
Wilson 
Bizony 
Jack 
Boys & Gir 


2 


lial) 


Barry 
Meehan 
Allison 


Cre 


Orch 


NEW YORK CITY 


Music Hall (21) 
The Nati 
Good Cheer 
Koxy (20) 
Paul Lavalle Ore 
Milton Cross 
Jack lurant 
Hal Le Roy 
Maurice Rocco 
Academy (17-19) 


Ross & La Pierre 


Mandels 
Joe E Howard 
Cy Reeves 
4 Franks 
Apollo (21) 
3 Cabin Kids 
Crotona (18) 
Andrews Sis 
Marion Powers 
Verga & Lee 
Tommy Dowd 
Revel & Ward 
4 Relmont Sis 
Grandma Perkins 
Lido % 
LONG ISLAND 
Jamaica (20) 
Jane Douglas 
(3 to fill) 
(20-23) 
Paul Gerson 
Harry Rose Co 
(3 to fill) 
(17-19) 
Silver Streaks 
Teeverly Page 
Trumpet 2 
George Jones 


LOW, HITE 
and STANLEY 


Strand, New York 

6 WEEKS 
EDDIE SMITH 
1501 Broadway, New York 


Jerry Mapes 

Mary Jane Lawson 
Billy Peterson 

Art Paulson Orch 
Peter Kent Orch 


(Cocoanut Grove) 

Shep Yields Ore 

G & G Bernard 
(Royal Paim) 

Ragtime Smitty 

Kio Hart 

Frank Rosati 

Linda Carroll 


(Cafe Rouge) 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Hotes 
{Cotillion Koom) 

Myrus 

Irwin Corey 
The Robertos 
Markater 


Kitty Crawford 
Stanley Melba Ore 
(Cafe Plerre) 

Ellen Mitchell 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Reom) 

John Hoysradt 
Gomez & Reatrice 
job Grant Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Walter Perner Ore 


(Cafe Lounge) 
Clemente Ore 
iorinda 
Joseph Marvin Ore 

Hotel Sheraton 

(Satire Room) 
Duncan Sis 


Hippodrome (21) 


Phyllis Stewart Jandrp 


Eddie. Heywood Ore 


3 Nicholas Khadarik 
Bradford Hotel (20) 


Da 
{lenderson 
Wan 
Orch 
Dwyer'’s 
incent 


jters 
Chico 
i 
Vilalta 


pare 


‘Gon oy 
homa is Ore 
Morocco 


Grey 


Chiquito Ore 
i 30do0 
Charles Inwald 
Greenwich Village 
Jun 
y Fields 
Floria Vestoff 
& Lee 


Gis 


tossi 
Ray 
vey Ore 
Los Rhumbotl 

Havana-Madrid 
Martinez 


ros 


| Rer-mar 


Tino Valent 


i Pat Cameron 


Terry Vanni 
King Johnson Ore 
Hote? St. Moritz 


Dolo Del Carmen 


Ron P rrv Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 


Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Watdort- 
Astoria 

Annamary Dickey 


Lina Romay 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hurricane 
Ted Lewis & Ore 
teed Sisters 
Geraldine De Bois 
Paul White 
Teddy Hale 


Hotel Park Centra: 


Hote) Pennsylvania 


lorrest Goodenough 


Hlotel Savoy Plaza 


Sharlce Mu r 

H n Thoi 1 
Geraldine de Lys 
Kreddy Miller Ore} 
Theodora Lrooks 


Roudenko & Zoriteh 


as 
iceland Kestaurant 


vo 
Mariyn & Martinez 
Cocktail Dners (6) 
Ted Kddy's Ore 
Angele Ore 

Jimmy Kelly's 
Glenda 
Jeanne Lynne 
Jo Aun Collier 
Jotin Rockwood 

furke 

Terry Spike 
Renee 

Mildred Truce 
Romero & Rosita 
Cartier & Ross 
Lorna Rhode 
Joe Capello Ore 

Kelly's Stabe 
Clark Monroe Ore 
‘ ‘ol eman Hawkins 
arenco rrotit 8 
Dit ik Patterson 


Billy Daniels 


Miss Rhapsody 
fa Conga 
Carmen Amaya 
Sabicas 
Antonio & Leonor 
tiloria Belmonte 
Paco 
Geronimo Villarino 
Marta Dominguez 
ia Martinique 
Acora Mostel 
Murtah Sis 
Martiniqueens 
Max! Bergere Ore 
Socasses Ore 
fatin Quarter 
tilly Vine 
Cardini 
Mazzone & Abbatt 
Shea & Haymond 
Christiani Mamily 
Heury Therrien 
Charlo & Dupree 
Una Cooper 
Adele Parrish 
Don McGrane Oreh 
Jose Cortez Orch 
Ia Vie Parisienne 
Celeste Holm 
Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Katherine L. Chang 
Roberta & Alicia 
Atien & Reve) 
Jack Mann 
Sherry Britton 
Marvin Sis 
Jane Johnstone 
Adreon 
Lou Martin Ore 
Monte Carle Casino 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Marga 
Smolen & Rosatl 
Hlayne Itume 
Smolen & Rosati 
Ralph Rotgers Ba 
Old Reumantaa 
Hlenny Nadell 
Fanchon 
Leo Fuld 
Sadie Banks 
Joe torte Ore 
Paris qui Chante 
Pierre de Caillaux 
Myrette Ponselle 
Svivie St. Clah 
tichard Manning 


eanne Mor ain 


Queen Mary 
Naya Grecia 
| Vera Niva 
Castaine & Barry 
Guy Martin Girls 
Pat Clayton 
Irving Conn Ore 
Peter Rotunda Bd 
Rogers Corner 
Korn Kobblers 
Harry Lefcourt Orc 
Papaya Hawaiians 
Victor Quartet 
Harold Green 
toss MacLean 
Phil D'Arcy 
Merrymakers 
Sig Schotb Ore 
Ruban Bleu 
fernie West 
Peters Sis 
Maxine Sullivan 


Lise Bois 


Julius Monk 
Spivy’s Roof 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Walter Tiberace 
Radger Vaughan 
Stork Club 
Russ Smith Orch 
Tony's Trouville 
Cy Walter 
Rita Molina 
Alex Giralde 
Harry Le Roy 
| Bus Davis 
Ubangi Club 
| Viola Jefferson 
Cha Drew 
Versailles 
Joe Washington 
Cook & Brown 
Claudia Wheeler 


Socassas Ore 
Dwight Fiske 

Val Olina Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Lu-Cellia 

Cr Cross 

& TI ino 
Da Be 
Tren Hawthorne 

M 


Village Barn 


} Pow lee's H 
Village anguard 


ir Dye Bennett 
Gwe T'vne 
Joe Thomas 3 
Wivel 
| Bob Le 
Montoya 
| Tomm: Ifayvden 


| Mile. Hildeen 

| Gertrude fila 
The Faulens 

Harry Ilorton Ore 

| Zanzibar 
Maurice Rocco 

| Buck ind Bubbles 
till Bailey 

Ada tbrowt 

Patterson & Jacks’n 

Tops & Wilda 

Sabley Lewis Orch 

Canas's Ba 


First theatre 


Strand, N. Y. 


Strand Sets Georgia Gibbs 


date for Georgia 


Gibbs, Camel Caravan songstress, has 
been set by William Morris at the 


She opens early next month for 
three or four weeks. 


Herman Chiitison 3 


Club Reviews 


Terrace Room, Pitt 
then by themselves in some showy 
spins and stunts and later with Miss 
Lewis at the beginning of her first 
number. They disappear quickly 
then, leaving the rink to the star ex- 
clusively. 

Show's booked in for six weeks 
with options and clicking so well 
here it'll probably stay for some 
time. The Lewis revue is designed 
accurately, in every detail, for the 
intimate, class rooms, and that makes 
it a pushover for the William Penn. 
Spitalny orch, with Eddie Metcalfe 
doing a nice job on the vocals, con- 
tinues to dish out some okay dansa- 
pation, dinner music and show ac- 
companiment. Cohen. 


Boulevard Room. Chi 
(STEVENS HOTEL) 
Chicago, Jan. 6. 
Duke Eilington Orch (17) with 
Betty Roche, Albert Hibbler, Ray 
Nance, Rex Stewart, Johnny Hodges; 
minimum $3.50-$4. 


Newest addition to Chicago's night 
spots, this room reopened New 
Year’s Eve after being dark for 
seven years. Room seats 750 and 
is of French moderne decor with 
colorings of -wine-red and_ blue 
against white walls, embellished 
with rich draperies and mirror cov- 
ered columns. In the redesigning, 
room has been terraced at several 
levels in a semi-circular sweep from 
the small dance floor. 

Duke Ellington and his aggrega- 
tion furnish the entire show, provid- 
ing a short session of specialties by 
members of the outfit in addition to 


the smooth excellence of his dance ! 


music ranging soft. muted 
melodies to hot scorching rhythms, 

Betty Roche, blues singer, is heard 
in ‘Sho Sho Baby’ and an excerpt 
from the Duke’s own suite ‘Black, 
Brown and Beige’: Albert Hibbler, 
blind vocalist, contribs ‘Do oe 
Until You Hear From Me’ and ‘Sum- 
mertime’ to nice results. Ray Nance 


follows with vocal of ‘Slip of the | 


Lip Might Sink a Ship,’ topped off 
by a few  boogie-woogie steps: 
Johnny Hodges solos ‘Don’t Get 


Around Much Anymore’ on his alto- | 
sax: Rex Stewart does a trumpet | 
| licity for the Lake Shore Athletic 
Highlight of the short show is | 


concerto called ‘Boy Meets Horn.’ 


medley of Ellington tunes featuring 
Ellington at the keyboard with 
‘Mood Indigo,’ ‘Sophisticated Lady,’ 
‘Solitude,’ ‘Caravan’ and other of his 
compositions for a solid hit. 

Morg. 


Slapsy Maxie’s. Friseo 
San Francisco, Jan. 14. 

Ben Blue, Patti Moore, Maria 

Austin, Jerry Bergen, Ben Lessy, 

Sid Tomack, Rica Martinez, Leo 

Catalana Orch (6). Minimum $2.50 


Saturday and Sunday, $2. other 
nights. 


Sam Lewis, the retired vaude- 
villian (Lewis and Moore), who 
found the goose which lays the 
golden egg in San Francisco's Slapsy 
Maxie’s, is reaching after more of 
the nugget harvest by routing big- 
ger and better shows to his local 
spot. After a Hollywood break-in, 
Lewis lifted his show bodily, except 
Phil Harris’ orch, and shifted them 
here to replace the Yacht Club 
Boys who returned to films. 

_Ben Blue, who bought out Slap- 
sie’s part in the Lewis beanery syn- 
dicate, is funny on the blackout 
Stage. The audience liked Blue's 
antics, his slippery-footed dancing, 
and his flare for hokum. He 
operated with tools severely worn 
around the edges, but it brought 
down the rafters. ° 
; Jerry Bergen does a good emcee 
Job and doubles in brass for a lot 


of the gags. His songs, while not | 


the Thomas or Crosby style. are 
good enough for the smoky atmos- 
phere. Sid Tomack and Ben Lessy 
complete the masculine parade, 
their strip-up standing out as their 
best bit. 

The femme chores are taken care 
of by Marie ‘Butch’ Austin, a sure 
bet. She drew the only two re- 
calls of the evening and could have 
taken more. Rica Martinez is hot 
stuff, bred in the chile-con-carne 
country and has the good-neighbors 
touch. The crowd went for her in a 
big way. 

Leo Catalano has been around so 
long every one knows what to ex- 
pect from him and his orch. He 
started as a boy in the old KYA 
days back in '28 and has been at it 
ever since. Larry. 


Empire Room, Chi 
(PALMER HOUSE) 
Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Hildegarde, A. Robins, Nick Long, 
Jr., Ran Wilde’s Orch (14) with 
Camilla Lane, Abbott Dancers (12); 
minimum $3-$3.50. 

Hildegarde took over this swank 
spot last night for 12 weeks and, as 
expected, captivated the opening 
night’s capacity audience with her 
songs, clowning, showmanship and 
chatter. Management reports that 


Continued from page 56 


reservations have been made 
weeks in advance so it looks 
capacity crowds for some time 
come. 

Coming on to an_ ovation the 
vibrant, spontaneous chantootsie 
from Milwaukee ‘ias the audience in 
her hand from her opening song 
‘Keep Your Sunny Side Up’ to her 
finale, a piano arrangement of 
Brahms’ ‘Fifth Hungarian Dance! 
In between she offers ‘I'll Be Seeing 
You,’ ‘Either Too Young Or Too 
Old,” a medley of three ‘Oklahoma’ 
numbers, ‘Last Time I Saw Paris,’ 
‘When the Lights Go Up in London’ 
among others and was a sock iit. 


Preceding her are the Abbott 
Dancers in a fast routine acrobatie 
number, A. Robbins, who produces a 
trickload of gadgets, bananas and 
numerous other items his 
overcoat, comes in for heavy hand- 
whacking. 

The ‘Ten O'Clock Little Show’ 
gives the Ran Wilde orch a chance 
to make an excellent impression for 
nis local debut tee off with Tschai- 
kowsky tunes, and a piano duet 
with Camilla Lane, Miss Lane, also 
the band vocalist, carves her own 
niche with ‘Tll See You Again,’ 
‘Zigeuner,’ and ‘Begin the Beguine,’ 
and almost stops this part of the 
show. 

Nick Long, Jr., impresses with 
clever tap routines that include 
imitations of Buddy Ebsen and Hal 
Leroy, an expert Spanish flamenco 
with ballet twists and a_ boogie- 
woogie tap. 

Wilde’s dance tunes are smooth 
and enjoyable with the four fiddles 
in the combination giving added 
color to the orchestrations. Morg, 


ior 
like 
to 


Fred Joyce to Direct 
Stevens Entertainment 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 
Fred Joyce has been appointed di- 
rector of advertising, publicity and 
entertainment for the Stevens Hotel, 
succeeding Carl Harris, who re- 
signed. Joyce will be assisted by 
Mrs. Palmer Glenn, who did pub- 


Club, and Elsie Sachs, of the 
McCann-Erickson agency. 

Joyce was formerly with United 
Artists doing territorial exchange 
exploitation, prior to that was special 
publicity representative for David 
Selznick. 


New Acts 


LITTLE JOE RICHARDSON 
Songs 

9 Mins, 

Apollo, N. Y. 

This little West Indian boy vocals 
in combination of jive and Calypso 
Styles. His thick accent ov ershadows 
lyrics most of the time thereby 
obliterating whatever comedy effects 
he’s striving for. 

Material is confined to tunes like 
‘West Indian Blues,’ ‘Harlem Man’ 
and ‘Ugly Woman.’ He closes with 
a resurrected version of that old 
reliable, ‘And I Only Had 50 Cents,’ 
complete with new title, ‘Advantage 
Was Never Done’ but the same old 
lyrics. 

Richardson's appeal is limited to 
the Negro houses where they’re 
familiar with the accent and ma- 
terial. Other audiences will have 
difficulty understanding him. 
LEROY WATTS 
Tap Dancing 
6 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 
Although having nothing out of 


the ordinary to offer in the tap:line, 
Watts attempts to get something 
different by introducing business 
with a chair, but it has so little 


| finesse and novelty that it provides 
no lift at all. Only thing that stirred 


audience to any manual activity at 
all was short bit that closed act with 
Watts seated in chair flinging his feet 
all over the place. 

No chance of terper hitting the big 
time with present line though 
glimmer of hope lies {in fact that he 
handles himself well and has ability. 
SALT AND PEPPER 
Tap Dancing 
10 Mins. 

Apollo, N. ¥. 


Team opens with singing intro but 
quickly shifts into business best 
suited to them—tapping. From then 
on they are in, since they have a 
routine which permits them to dis- 
play their not inconsiderable abil- 
ities to good effect. Female duo 
garbed in cream-colored tuxedoes 
display split-second timing and in- 
dividual talent. They look good to- 
gether and can hold their own singly. 
When caught they had to beg off 
after knocking themselves out with 
a tap and acro routine. 

Could fill the bili at better houses. 
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Wm. Collier, Comedian-Author, 77, 
Dies on Coast After Long Illness 


By JACK PULASKI * 


William Collier, master of repartee 
on both sides of the footlights, who 
passed away at his Beverly Hills 
home last Thursday (13), was one of 
the most popular comedians on 
Broadway for more than a genera- 
tion. He was 77 and had been in- 
active for nearly two years. For 
some time it was known that Collier 
would not survive an extended ill- 
ness. His widow, the former Paula 
Marr, had confided to friends in the 
east that his condition was hopeless. 
She had been his constant attendant 
during his illness. 

Although an autocrat backstage, 
there was no denying Collier's abil- 
ity at farce comedy, nor his aptitude 
in writing gags into average scripts, 
thus earning co-authorship 
rights. As a star who provided 
laughter he insisted on all preroga- 
tives of his position, and when sup- 
porting players evoked mirth, 
Collier not infrequently rewrote the 
script to his own benefit. But that 
didn’t go when he teamed with the 
late George M. Cohan. 


‘Cohan and Collier’ 


The combination of Cohan and 
Collier started as a gag in the Friars 
Club and they appeared in club 
shows together, invariably the high- 
light of such performances. Cohan 
coached Collier in hoofing, much to 
the delight of audiences, Both were 
dapper little men and both had small 
feet, their shoes being especially 
made with rather high heels. Col- 
lier effected derby hats, while Cohan 
stuck to softer lids, with the brim 
invariably turned down. 


Collier was one of the most super- 
stitious actors who ever trod the 
boards. He never entered a dress- 
ing room without fingering the door- 
frame from top to bottom. To 
whistle in his dressing room called 
for dire threats of felonious assault. 
The comedian was an _ inveterate 
horse player and in his prime at- 
tended the track daily when that 
was possible, usually accompanied 
by the late Alf Hayman, an associate 
of Charles Frohman. 

Frohman Star 

Collier’s heyday on Broadway was 
between 1900 and 1920, and during 
most of those seasons he appeared 
under the» Frohman management. 
Curiously enough, when Collier be- 
came financially secure, he exhibited 
a penurious streak. Net, a pan- 
handler asked him for a dime one 
evening and Collier gave him a 
dollar. But he made the guy prom- 
ise on his knees to spend it on booze. 

The amusing anecdotes involving 
Collier are legion, but there’s one 
not often mentioned. In 1906 Collier 
and the late John Barrymore were in 
San Francisco. They were about to 
sail for Australia 
appeared together in ‘The Dictator’ 
and ‘On the Quiet,’ when ’Frisco was 
wrecked by the earthquake and fire 
that followed. Troops took charge 
and all hands, including Barrymore, 
were forced to help clear debris 
from the streets. When the latter’s 
uncle, John Drew, heard about that, 
he said: ‘It took a quake to get Jack 
out of bed and the U. S. Army to put 
him to work.’ 


‘Fastest’ Comic 


Admittedly the fastest comic on 
the stage when in his prime, Collier 
had but one flop when associated 
with Frohman. It was ‘Who’s Who.’ 
Among his sock hits were ‘The Dic- 
tator,’ ‘Caught in the Rain,’ ‘The Man 


from Mexico,’ ‘Nothing But Lies,’ 
flowed by ‘Nothing But the Truth’ 
and ‘Never Say Die.’ Collier col- 


laborated on many of his successes, 
but ‘Man from Mexico’ and ‘My 
Friend from India’ were written by 
H. A. Dushouchet. 


With the late Sam Bernard, Collier 
Was in the first ‘Music Box Revue.’ 
They were the star comedians in 
those musicals. His other musical 
show appearances included ‘Hello 
Broadway’ with Cohan, the first 
‘Vanities,’ ‘Scandals’ and ‘Sweetheart 
Time.’ He was at the peak when 
in the Weber and Fields revues with 
other names such as Lillian Russell, 
Fay Templeton and Pete Daley. 

Collier started in show biz as a 
member of Haverly’s junior ‘Pina- 
fore’ company, got his real training 
in Daly Shakespearean company, 
then scored in London with ‘Hoss 
and Hoss,’ musical farce which he 
wrote. He starred in many shows 
including ‘On the Quiet,’ ‘I'll Be 
Hanged If I Do’ and ‘Take My Ad- 
vice.’ In 1920 he scored in ‘The Hot- 
tentot,’ switched to the Music Box, 


(Continued on page 60) 


where thev later | 


Actor’s Condition Still 
Critical After N.Y. Fight 


Mitchell Harris, who toured in 
‘Dark Eyes,’ which recently closed, 
is in Bellevue hospital, N. Y., re- 


ported in critical condition with a 
fractured skull as the result of an 
altercation in the lobby of the Duane 
hotel, N. Y., Christmas night. Al- 
though he has been hospitalized for 
over three weeks, no police com- 
plaint has been filed. Attorneys ex- 
plained that Harris has frequently 
been in a coma and is unable to sign 
the necessary papers. 

Alleged that during an argument 
with the hotel manager, Harris was 
punched by the former, the actor 
striking his head on the stone floor 
of the lobby. Harris is represented 
by the law firm of Ryan, Cassin & 
Barry. John Francis Ryan, senior 
member, was recently appointed as- 
sistant federal district attorney in 
New York. 


Victory’ Tops 
3076 in 9 Wks. 


‘Winged Victory,’ which Moss Hart- 
wrote for the Army Air Forces, has 
grossed over $307,000 during the first 
nine weeks at the 44th Street, N. Y. 
That represents a capacity pace now 
of $36,860 weekly, although the 
drama hit the peak gross, around 
$44,000, for New Year’s week, when 


an extra performance was played 
and holiday eve prices applied. Only 
at matinee prior to Christmas did 
‘Victory’ fail to sell out, house being 
several hundred dollars under capa- 
city. Tickets are on sale now 
through March. 

‘Victory’ is playing percentage 
with the house operated by the Shu- 
berts, and because all the players 
and staff are under Army pay, the 
profit is $25,000 weekly, which goes 
to the Army Emergency Relief Fund. 
It was announced in Gremlin, week- 
ly paper published by the show’s 
press department, that the backers of 
‘Victory’ have been paid off. Total 
amount advanced was $100,000, which 
was earned in the first six weeks. 
‘Victory’ extended thanks to those 


; who put up $5,000 each, they being: | 


Gilbert Miller, Jules Bache, Jules 
Brulatour, Mrs. Bror Dahlberg, Sher- 
man Fairchild, Marshall Field, Max 
Gordon, Albert Lasker, Robert Leh- 


| man, Henry Luce, Walter S. Marvin, 


Thomas-» Morg:®,---Char! 


Floyd Odlum, William Paley, Carle- 
ton H. Palmer, Herman Sattorius, 
Harold Talbott, Juan.S. Trippe and 
Thomas J. Watson. 

In Sunday's (16) papers, ‘Victory’ 
inserted ads thanking the manage- 
ment of ‘One Touch of Venus’ for 
switching to the 46th Street from the 
Imperial next Monday, instead of the 
44th Street, which had been origi- 
nally planned, and in that way per- 
mitting the Air Force saga to con- 
tinue its run at the latter house. 

While the length of ‘Victory’s’ stay 
in New York is not definite, settings 
are being revised for touring the 
show. Indicated that it will be seen 
on the road next fall. 


HARBURG CASTING FOR 


‘BLOOMER GIRL’ TUNER 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Yip Harburg and his stage director, 
William Schorr are lining up talent 
here for a musical, ‘Bloomer Girl,’ 
which Harburg aims to produce in 
New York. 


Play, written by Harburg in colla- 
boration with Harold Arlen, may 
break in on the Coast before moving 
east. 


‘Jesse James’ Revived 


On Coast By Siliman 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Leonard Sillman is rounding up a 
cast for revival of the old Broadway 
stage musical, ‘Little Jesse James.’ 
Play breaks in at San Diego, Feb. 
20, and moves to the Curran theatre, 
San Francisco, the following week. 


McCOY TAKES OVER 
ROAD ‘JANIE’ FOR DET. 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 18. 

Frank McCoy has taken over pro- 
duction of touring ‘Janie’ from Brock 
Pemberton, who sponsored it on the 
road for 13 weeks, and’ will install 
it in Detroit next week for a run. 
‘Janie’ ended its regular tour here 
at Nixon Saturday night (15) but 
most of the cast, headed by Edith 
Fellows, film starlet, has been en- 
gaged by McCoy for the Detroit en- 
gagement. 

Producer sent a_ representative, 
Lester Al Smith, who is out ahead 
of eastern ‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ here 
to talk to the players, majority of 
whom signed up, and also to arrange 
for carting scenery, which McCoy 
bought from Pemberton, to Detroit. 

McCoy has pencilled show into 
Michigan city for a minimum of 
four weeks but has hopes of stretch- 
ing beyond that. 


6 N. Y. Ticket Agcies. 
Refused Licenses ‘As 
Move to Reorg the Biz’ 


On Monday (17) Paul Moss, N. Y.'s 
license commissioner, announced that 
he had held up or declined to issue 
licenses to six ticket agencies for 
cause. None involved was among 
the better-known agencies. Moss 
said his refusal was a ‘step towards 
reorganizing the theatre ticket brok- 
erage business.’ 

Understood that at least one 
agency, Rialto, would go to court 
to contest the commissioner’s right to 
refuse issuance of its license. That 
outfit declaring allegations of over- 
charging had not been substantiated 
and claimed the commissioner con- 
ceded that point. Also claimed that) 
when the dailies printed the list of 


those refused licenses, as many as 
50 telephone calls were received by 
Rialto from customers who asked if 
they could help solve the problem. 


Agency contends its customers, es- 
pecially those with charge accounts, 
want service and are not interested 
in the ticket campaign. Contended 
that those brokers ruled out by Moss 
will not quit the ticket business but 
will be forced to use bootleg or black 
market methods, which will probably 
lead to increased cost to customers. 
Stated that three out of the half 
dozen agencies frowned on by the 
commissioner had lost their licenses 
as the result of discipline by the legit 
code enforcement board, which func- 
tions for the League of New York 
Theatres and Equity. 


In one case excess prices were 
charged by city detectives assigned 
to check the brokers, Sussman’s be- 
ing the offending agency, operated 
by Charles L. Moss. Latter is sub- 
ject to charges pending 
in court both for gypping and oper- 
ating while his license was suspend- 
ed. Other agencies on Moss’s black- 
list: Park Theatre Ticket Office, 
Acme Ticket Service, Circle agency 
and Barney Warfield. Latter’s ap- 
plication was denied on the ground 
that he was formerly associated with 
the Park outfit on the upper east 
side. 

Announced by the Theatre Guild 
that hereafter no agency allotments 
for ‘Oklahoma,’ St. James, N. Y., 
will be made every fifth week of the 
run, the entire house going to the 
public either by mail order or the 
boxoffice. Whether that plan will re- 
lieve the pressure on the record- 
making draw is problematical. A no- 
tice, too, will be inserted in the St. | 
James programs offering a reward of | 


' $100 to anyone furnishing proof that | 
they paid exorbitant prices for 
| tickets. 7 | 

It is an everyday occurrence in| 


agencies for visitors to offer to pay 
any price for ‘Oklahoma’ tickets. 
Wellknown brokers rarely have tick- 
ets for that show available, allot- 
ments being sold far in advance, 


‘Hayride’ Preem For 


Jewish Guild to Get 156 


Preem of Mike Todd’s ‘Mexican 
Hayride’ Jan. 27 at the Winter Gar- 
den, N. Y., for the benefit of the 
Jewish Theatrical Guild, is expected 


to gross around $15,000, according to 
Dave Ferguson, JTG executive secre- 
tary. Ducats are scaled from $2.20 to 
$25. 

Several blocks of tickets for serv- 


Split Verdict on N. 


Y. City Center 


As Rival to Bway Legit Houses 


Prizewinning Author To 
Have Play Done in N. Y. 


Madison, Jan. 18. 

Winner of two major prizes in 
playwrighting, Prof. Ronald E. Mit- 
chell’s modern play dealing with the 
Czechs and the Nazi rape of Lidice, 
‘The Shoemaker’s House,’ has been 
bought by Marie Louise Elkins for 
production in New York this season. 
Prof. Mitchell, director of the Wis- 
consin Players, the University of 
Wisconsin dramatic organization, 
won the $100 Thomas Wood Stevens 
award for ‘The Shoemaker’s House’ 
and a previous award made by Johns 
Hopkins university. He has won 
several other prizes in playwright- 
ing. 

Joseph Calleia, now on a USO 
overseas tour, is expected to stage 
‘The Shoemaker’s House’ in New 
York. 


Deny Mead Plea 
To Cut 20% Tax 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

U. S. Senate by a standing vote 
today (18) defeated an amend- 
ment by Senator Mead, N. Y. 
Democrat, to wipe out the in- 
crease in the admission tax. His 
motion would have continued 
the present 10% tax on admis- 
sions. 

Senate adjourned then until 
tomorrow (19), when additional 
amendments, looking toward a 
compromise, to the admission tax 
will be considered. 


Delegation which went to the cap- 
ital last week won unexpected sup- 
port for reconsideration from Sena- 
tor White, Maine, who requested the 
issue be discussed on the floor. Ap- 
peal was also favored by Senator 
Mead, New York, who is on the 
Finance Committee. It was disclosed 
that when the 20% clause came up 
for diecision in the Committee the 
vote was 9 to 8 to retain the in- 
creased percentage. 

Show business group in Washing- 
ton last week included Brock Pem- 
berton and James F. Reilly for the 
managers, plus stage labor repre- 
sentatives: Thomas Murtha of the 
Central Trades Council (who is also 
business agent for the Brooklyn 
stagehands local), James Brennan of 
the stagehands international (IATSE), 
John McDowell and Solly Pernick, 
both of New York’s stagehand local. 
Labor bunch, realized that if the tax 
is boosted it may mean less shows 
and therefore more unemployment in 
their membership. Previously the 
showmen’s tax stance gained the sup- 
port of Senators Robert Wagner and 
J. J. Davis. 


SUDS’ PARTNERS LIST, 
PROF. (JUST CLOSED) 


‘Suds in Your Eyes’ Company— 
General partners: Katherine Brown, 
Jack de) Bondio, Jack Kirkland. Lim- 
ited partners and their contributions: 
John B. Rhodes, Meyer Davis, Mrs. 
David L. Garrison, $5,000 each; Frank 
Abrams, $3,000; Alan C. Collins, 
Kathryn Walsh, Mrs. Harold Levin, 
Sidney E. Kaye, $2,500 each; Arthur 
Kelly, Maynard Holt, $2,000 each; 
Rosemary Casey, Kathleen Casey 


| Craig, C. E. Willock, Jr., G. M. Loeb, 


Abram M. Blumberg, Billie Jacobs, 
$1,000 each; Mary Baker, Louisa Wil- 
cox, Mrs. L. Erwin Kamin, $500 each; 


E. Quimby Smith, Irving J. Mack, | 
$250 each. 

New Horizon Co. (‘Listen, Profes- 
sor’), General Partners: Milton 


Baron, Jean Muir, Toni Ward. Lim- 
ited partners and their contributions: 
Edgar J. Marston, $2,000; Milton J. 
Heller, Ernest S. Heller, $1,500 each; 
Arthur H. Goodman, Jane M. Tib- 
bett, Hunter S. Marston, Al Green- 
stone, $1,000 each; Theresa Arnold, 
Walter H. Liebman, Cherry Bala- 
ban, Jack Harrison, $500 each; Vera 
Rubin, $3,500; Frank Abrams, $5,000; 
Emil Friedlander, $500; Jean Muir, 
$2,250; Adelaide Klein, $500. 


Knight Heads GAC Legit 


Al Knight, who headed an indie 
legit agency for years, joined Gen- 
eral Amus. Corp. to head the newly 
created legit department there. 


icemen have been purchased by Jack 
Benny and I. J. Fox. 


la 


GAC got its Equity franchise about 
month ago. 


* Whether New York’s City Center 


theatre formerly Mecca Temple, a 
Shriners edifice, is unfair competi- 
tion to Broadway is still a moot 
question among some managers but 
others do not believe the project is 
opposition to Broadway. Recently 
there was a confab between shows 
men and Newbold Morris, head of 


the city council, who is concerned 
with the Center, one of Mayor 
La Guardia’s pet new projects. 

Morris expressed the opinion that 
because of the established top of 
$1,65 the Center would develop a 
new class of clientele for Broadwam 
He said the spot has been supported 
mostly by CIO unions, explainable 
by the fact that the unionists agreed 
to buy large blocks of tickets, in- 
spired by the planned presentation 
at the Center of ‘Marching With 
Johnny.’ Latter was a CIO revue in 
which some $68,000 was invested but 
which flopped out of town instead 
of coming to New York. 

Two Broadway managers have put 
shows into the Center, first attrac- 
tion being ‘Susan and God’ and the 
second the current ‘Our Town,’ 
which ends a two-week date there 
Saturday (22). It was revived as a 
filler for the open time left by the 
cancelled ‘Johnny.’ While showmen 
have not been enthusiastic about the 
Center because of various drawbacks, 
it is conceded that a new type of 
theatregper has been seeing the 
shows. That would support Morris’s 
contention but there is little doubt 
that audiences are largely from CIO 
groups. 

Up to now there has been disin- 
clination of patrons to accept bal- 
cony tickets, three reasons being ad- 
vanced. One is the pop price, with 
audiences therefore wanting the best 
locations. Another is the many seats 
upstairs, also the breakdown of the 
amplification system. There are 26 
rows in the balcony, and back of the 
15th row the actors could not be 
heard. On one occasion, during the 
‘Susan’ engagement, around 300 
people came from the balcony to the 
boxoffice and demanded their money 
back because they could not hear the 
performance. Stated that the public 
address system has been perfected 
since ‘Town’ opened last week. 

There has been some confusion 
over the similarity of names between 
the City Center and the Center, in 
Radio City, which has ‘Stars on Ice.’ 
Latter management did not ask the 
mayor to change the city theatre’s 
name but did suggest that the ad- 
dress and telephone number of the 
house be printed in its advertising 
matter. That ’s been done. 

Managers’ attention was called to 
what was also regarded as unfair 
competition last week in an extra- 


WJZ and the Blue Network. It was 
to the effect that $6.60 will buy, for 
example, two tickets for the stage 
hit, ‘The Voice of the Turtle’ (at 
the Morosco), whereas anyone may 
turn his radio dial to 660 and get 
entertainment without cost while sit- 
ting at home. Understood that the 
League of New York Theatres has 
protested to the Blue, objecting 0 
that type of promotion. 


Equity Nixes Charges 
By Jules Pfeiffer Vs. 
Frank Lyon on Show 


Charges of unprofessional conduct 
made by Jules Pfeiffer, who pre- 
sented ‘Unexpected Honeymoon’ at 
the Great Northern, Chicago, against 
Frank Lyon, now out of the cast, 
were dismissed by Equity last week. 
Manager alleged that the actor had 
imbibed too much but other evidence 
was to the effect that Pfeiffer was 
peeved at Lyon because the latter 
handed in notice to quit on the open- 


writing that his case would rest upon 
his written complaint. 

Sworn statements from others in 
the cast were to the effect that Lyon 
was not out of order. Another rea- 
son for the manager’s anger was 
Lyon’s failure to appear for a night 
performance after playing a matinee, 
It appears that when he returned to 
his hotel, he became ill and a doctor 
ordered him to a hospital. Lyon did 
not communicate with the theatre 
and in the absence of an understudy 
the stage manager played the part 
for several days. ‘Honeymoon’ was 
presented in New York in 1931 as 


‘Unexpected Husband.’ 
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Plays on Broadway 


hi ‘oadwavy acting debut. is amus- 
Storm Operation his Broadwa; g amu 
-" P ing in his lighter scenes, but 1s visi- 


A Playwrights’ Co. production of drama | bly unequipped to play the emotion- 
Mletcher, Millard Mitehell, Hows elaborate, but not entirely suitable 
ptages by Micanel Cordon: Be, Ho to the play. The talse proscenium 
th \ a | adds a decorative and not unrealistic 
toy (S440 opening) effect to the prolog and epilog, but 
Set. Peter Moldau Myron Me it detracts from the atmosphere of | 
ithe play’s main portion. The settings 
Hi for the two different camp sites are | 
Milla 1} almost identical, and the setting for | 
Prong Mis ! Ames | the dry river-bed looks too artificial. | 
| More than anything else, ‘Storm 
Stefan Carlo | Operation’ is disappointing, even dis- 
It. Th ude Murs ‘quieting for a dramatist of such 
Dorothea Breed | repute as Anderson. It isn’t so much 
| that it’s unworthy of a Pulitzer and | 
Capt, Suttor i tleteher | Crities’ Cirele prize-winner, for no | 
Mabroukha.... Anderson | eraftsman can do his best work at 
-Muavice Dover | every attempt. It isn’t even that it 
Gguillini........ mH Nick Dennis | hasn’t written a really fine play since 
Arabs: Marianne Bier, Elizabeth Inglise, |*Winterset.” The disquieting thing 
Sulle O'Brien, Lela Vanti, Nell Tows | about ‘Storm Operation’ is that it is 
so slovenly written. It suggests that, 
After all the advance hoopla. | jn his anxiety to get the play and its 
‘Storm Operation’ turns out to be | message before the public, he at- 


just another bad play, though some- | 


tempted to write it before he had | 


Youmans Revue Delayed 


Opening of ‘The Vineent Youmans 
Revue, skedded to preem Friday 
(21) at the Mosque, Newark, has 
been postponed to allow for addi- 
tional seasoning. Producer cited the 
need for extra ballet rehearsals and 
fact that lighting effects, costumes 


and scenery weren't ready. 


Plans now call for show to open 
in Baltimore around Feb. 1. 

Understood that musical is being 
bankrolled by Doris Duke Cromwell 
together with Vincent Youmans and 
his wife. 


‘Passing of Alonzo Klaw, 


Scion of Marc, Recalls 
Heyday of ‘Syndicate 


Alonzo Klaw, 58, retired New York 
legit producer, died at Winter Lake, 
Fla., Jan. 12. Survived by widow, 
son and daughter. 

Klaw was the son of the late Mare 
Klaw, who, when associated with 
Abraham L. Erlanger, also now de- 
ceased, ruled the legit theatre and 
| producing situation throughout the 
country for more than a double dec- 
ade. Klaw & Erlanger had the legit 


what more pretentious than most. | assimilated his material. Hobe. 
Despite its eminent origin and spon- | eas 
sorship, it’s a ponderous, muddled 
drama that fails to spark the imag- | Jackpot 
ination or emotions, or even sustain | Vinton Freedley production of two-net 
interest. Its Broadway chances are J musicomedy scenes) starring Allan 
slim and its picture prospects doubt- | Jon with Jerry Lester, Benny Baker, 
' | Nanette Fabrayv, Mary Wickes, Betty Gar- 
| Songs, Howard Dietz, Vernon Duke; 
Storm Operation’ was authored by | j.4%. “Guy Boiten, Sidney Sheldon, Ben 
Maxwell Anderson, who visited | ronerts; direeted by Roy Hargrave; dances, 
North African battlefront to gather | Lxauretta Jefferson; ballet, 
erumes 4 ie celtings nl Soe 
the material. His rip was made bt 
with the blessing of the War Depart- | yy). \yerh: arrangements, Buck Warnick 
ment, and the play’s title was sug-]| (vocal), Hans Spialek, Ted Royal, Russell 
gested by Gen. Eisenhower himself, | Bennett and Vernon Duke cpenes Jan. a 
from the code term for the projected | !"'". at divin, N. Y., $6.60 ¢ regular 
Sicilian invasion. But these things, ” Princionla. in order of appearance, besides 
plus the fact that Anderson is prob- ahove: Althea Hider, Billie Worth, Mors 
ably the outstanding playwright of Jten Stevens, Ben Lackland, 
the two World Wars the wrote ‘What | Richards, decqueline Susann. Helena Coud- 
: A vis. John Kenrny, Walter Monroe, Flowe1 
Price Glery?’ in collaboration with | jones) Wendell Corey, Frances 
Laurence Stallings and ‘Eve of St. | Bob Beam, John Haiil, Edith 
Mark’ on his own), fail to mean any- | ‘furgell, Eva Barcinska, Drucilla Strain, 
Pat Ogden, Betty Stuart, Sherry Shadburne, 


thing in the case of ‘Storm Opera- 
tions.’ 

The play is in two.acts, with a 
prolog and epilog. In the prolog a 
tough Yank top sergeant gives final 
instructions to a landing barge full That Vinton Freedley hasn't hit 
of soldiers as they await orders to | tne jackpot with ‘Jackpot’ is obvious. 
storm a North African beach. In the | put ‘it's a musicomedy which, had it 
epilog he issues his last-minute | jeen fortified with only a slightly 
words to the same (though somewhat | <+,;Gjer book, would have made the 
depleted) unit just before the Sa-| gyade, As it is, this musical may eke 


Constant: also 
Hatiltoen, 
vocalists, 


Marie Louise Meade, Connie 
inlists: Don Liberto, Peter 


Lessing; 18 girls, 8 


epe 
boys, 


lerno attack. ‘ out a fair Broadway sojourn al- 
In the prolog he tells the men they though the libretto deficiencies are 


about but ! apparent it makes all and sundry 
pian off ana CON- | wonder why the impresario didn't 
centrate on making the enemy sorry | keep it out a bit longer. 
for starting the war. In the epilog | Fr th anagerial perspective 
he explains that a soldier with a rom the managerial persps 
picture in his what happened the opening night 1s 


ighter. becaus » has s ing to | Still a Ripley. Laffs and situations 
Senter, because be hes something t | that clicked out-of-town, with busi- 


fight for, something he wants to go 


back to. The two intervening acts | ess to match, just pancaked. One 
show how the death of his soldier- | °! those intangible premiere chills 
friend, and the realization that he | Just happened, although it was the 


needs the Australian army nurse he | typically distinguished Freedley first- 
has fallen in love with, bring about | Night audience, very friendly to him 
the transformation in his viewpoint. |@0d his artisans, but *unfriendly to 
The plot, though simple enough in | the proceedings. 

outline, is turgid and confused in the | Show played better from the sec- 
writing. And though it’s worthy in |ond night on but the notices may 
theme, it seems garrulous and largely | prove too much of a handicap, al- 
meaningless on the stage. For though | though it was readily apparent that 
the play deals with great events and | most of the press was more than 
ordinary people. its story appears | kindly disposed to a gentleman of 
commonplace and, what is worse, its | the theatre whose past record is too 
characters remain impersonal. Only | distinguished to brook anything but 
in a single passage between the Yank | the deepest regard, 

sergeant and a very British captain} What Guy Bolton, Sidney Sheldon 
does the play approach vitality. while | and Ben Roberts dished up was only 
the love scenes between the sarge |g rumor. The atmosphere, topical 
and the nurse are curiously ~non- | and timely, is the best thing about it. 
combustible. There is one sporadic- | But that’s too much to offset with the 
ally interesting part of the play. at| mart Howard Dietz-Vernon Duke 
least to attentive ears. That is the | songs, the capable terp staging by 


double-talk running through much | Lauretta Jefferson, aided by Charles | 


of the action. Slightly disguised, | Weidman’s ballets, nor even the cast- 
some of this is unprintable stuff and | jng, 
obviously authentic G.I. lingo. 
5 an Jones is solid as 
Though the basic trouble with Of the ¢ ast, All wil J patted ye ae 
‘Storm Operation’ is in Amderson’s the topliner, and Jerry Lester, Benny 
43 | Baker and Mary Wickes almost—but 
writing, the production accenuates, | > their c adic 
rather than smooths over these de- | not quite—overcome their comedic 
| handicaps. And, of course, the in- 
fects. Michael Gordon's staging ‘he | nue and soubret efforts of Nanette 
replaced Rusty Lane during the road | and Betty Garrett un- 
ryout) is particularly unfortunate in | regardless of al 
this regard. Having taken the assign | deniable, regardless of almost any- 
th in ; | thing. In fact, the pert Miss Gar- 
ment a ne las ute, he is no 


casting, but his direction is stiff and | 
awkward and utterly fails to inject 

flexibility. movement or tempo into |} 
the performance. 

The individual performances are 
exceedingly uneven, undoubtedly 
due partly to the lack of direction 
in some instances and conflicting di- | 
rection in others, as well as to the 
essential miscasting. Myron McCor- 
mick is excellent in the long, trying 
part of the Yank sergeant, theugh he 
went into the show several weeks 
after rehearsals started and has been 
by acute laryngitis. 

ithout giving the appearance of | 
action moving, even though the part | his “Dancing in the 
offers little dramatic scope and only | @P 
a single scene of real conflict or Streets, and catry reporme 


a bit sturdier material. 

The book is puerile and almost on 
the French postcard side. Not even 
the topical zing with the ‘bond bride’ 
gimmick can offset the lines that 
| leer, and which not even the cherubic 


square. And when it gets down to 


| bia wheel burlesque (‘magic passion 
flower’ bit), that’s too much for any 
$4.40 customer, 

Freedley, of course, has done his 
usually svelte job productionally. 


stress load to both complete 
Gertrude | Musgrove is _ clearly |! On the song side. Dietz and Duke 


nurse. She improves slightly as the | panye You 
play progresses, but she never over- — arg cned?” Ther sed 
ness, and she isn’t as attractive look- | Satine 
ing as she was in ‘The Three Sisters’ | “emus balicts, captioned ea os 
er | DeMille,’ with Peter Hamilton anc 
| Florence Lessing making the first of 
ness in the stuffy part of the Ene- 
lish captain, while Millard Mitchell 
registers in his familiar, wrily hu- 
morous characterizatidn. Cy How- 


Track Mind’), aided by Flower 

| Hujer. Don Liberto is also terpsi- 

| chorically prominent in a couple of 
(Continued on page 62) 


ard, a former comedy writer making 


could have cinched matters with just | 


|reading by the class principals can | 


the ‘magic pill’ routine, circa Colum- | 


He’s shot the works in two swell sets | 


two click appearances (later in ‘One | 


situation in entire control, both in 
New York. other key cities and road 


| stands. through having long-term 
| leaseholds or owning all available 
| theatres wherein legit attractions 


could be housed. Firm even had a 
tie-in with the Stair & Havlin pop- 


priced legit circuit, which got the 
No. 2 and No. 3 companies of hit 
legits, displaying them at .$1 top 


seale, which was half of the regular 
$2 top tariff when playing houses of 
the Klaw & Erlanger Circuit. 

With control of houses and also 
producers, whom they at times as- 
|sisted financially in order to have 
attractions for their houses, K. & E. 
had things all their own way, with 
lno avenue of appeal. They set per- 
| centages to suit themselves and de- 


iclared themselves into partnerships | 


with successful producers, latter 
yielding to almost any terms, since 
| there was no other escape. For ex- 
ample, in 1905, when George M. 
Cohan made his Broadway click in 


N. Y.. Klaw & Erlanger set up a 10- 
year partnership with the new and 
young firm of Cohan & Harris, and 
reaped a fortune via the subsequent 
Cohan successes. The late Flo Zieg- 
|feld was also partnered in similar 
fashicn on the series of Anna Held 
shows and subsequent editions of 
‘Ziegfeld Follies.’ In fact, Klaw & 
Erlanger were partnered with Zieg- 
feld until their death, and after that 
the producer was on his own for first 
| time. They also had a piece of many 
|Charles B. Dillingham productions 
| until the latter revolted and acquired 
\the Globe. N. Y., as a showcase for 
his productions, viz. Fred Stone 
| show s, Elsie Janis, et al. 
‘Came the Shuberts 
| Everything went rosy for Klaw & 
| Erlanger until the Shubert brothers 
|—Sam S. and Lee—came down from 
| Syracuse in 1906 and tilted the apple- 


jeart. They acquired or built thea- 
per in New York and Sther cities, 
and offered more liberal sharing 


terms to producers. Quite a battle 
jensued between the Klaw & Erlan- 
ger interests, then known as‘the syn- 
dicate,’ and the Shuberts, with their 
‘open door’ policy. John Cort, Oliver 
Moroseo and other producers. pro- 
| tific with successes. bolted ‘the syn- 
| dicate’ to align with the Shuberts, 
| thus giving the latter a potent grip 


‘Little Johnny Jones’ at the Liberty, | 


} 


| plot. confused 
motivations, 


| on the situation. After a couple of | 
fyears of mudslinging campaign, a 
truce was declared, with the former | 
‘trust’ shorn of much of its power 
j}and the Shuberts forging ahead to 
| eclipse the old dynasty all around. 
Alonzo Klaw, with his brother, the 
|late Joseph Klaw, were associated 


in the Klaw & Er- 
later. Mare Klaw 
built the Klaw theatre, on West 45th 
street, N. Y.. as a gift to his sons. 
Both tried a hand at producing, but 
without signal success. House has 
|since been converted into a CBS 
| radio playhouse. 


Mpls.’ Show Plaint 


Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 

Although stage shows are having 
by far their biggest season here 
within memory, manager Leo Mur- 
lray of the Lyceum is stymied on 
| bookings for the balance of the sea- 
| son. ‘ 
| He has but orc more attraction 
| definitely booked—‘Blithe Spirit’ in 


with their father 
|Janger setun and 


April. Local public is demanding to 
| know why New York is ‘ignoring’ 


the city. 


; comes 


| opportunity ) 
| bright dialog. 


jhe tires 


Plays Out of Town 


Peepshow 
Boston, Jan. 11. 

Ernest Paseal and Samuel Bronston pro- 
Auction of comedy in three acts (eight 
scenes) by Ernest Pascal. Stars Tamara 
Geva anl John Emery. Staged by David 
Burton: seta, Lemuel Ayers. At Plymouth, 
Boston, Jan, 11, 44; $2.75 top. 
Jonathan .....John Emery 
Combe. Tamara Ceva 
Jessicn Toward 
Elizabeth Dewing 

Although operating under a re- 
duced head of steam (thanks to 


Spencer, the censor, who pulled the 
valve on sundry odds and ends of 
dialog), ‘Peepshow’ doesn’t appear to 
have had too much pressure in the 
first place. It’s a good idea but hard- 
ly sufficient for the needs of a three- 
act comedy. Might enjoy a modest 
run but not at its present pace. 


A comedy employing the disem- | 


bodied conscience a la O'Neill (Days 
Without End’), ‘Peepshow’  intro- 
duces a cosmopolitan sort of fellow 
(John Emery), whose engagement to 
a stufly. conventional girl has not 
dulled his taste for the fleshpots. 
Readying their house, he calls in 
an oldtime college-friend architect, 
takes a quick look at his wife (Ta- 
mara Geva) and begins to drool de- 
spite a severe buffeting at the hands 
of his conscience, which trots about 
behind him. (Title means peeping 
into the mind of a wolf, by the way.) 

‘After a good bit of mooning-about 
over cocktails, sentimental tunes and 
swank hideaways, Emery and co. de- 
cide to rush off to the country. This 
a-cropper when their car is 
smashed up and the intrigue almost 
brought to light. Conscience gets the 
better of him at-this point, and he 
dismisses the wife through a strate- 
gem involving her now-suspecting 
husband. This leaves the field to the 
fiancee, who makes the most of it 
with a surprise twist which culmi- 
nates in Conscience taking a swift 
posterior kick. 

By this time, however, the play's 
bubble has burst to release a mass of 
motionless dialog. The underlying 
idea, however, would be enough to 
carry the comedy if the author 
had relied more on the invention of 
situation (for which there is ample 
than on invention of 
Moreover, he has hurt 


the pact through the insertion of 
scene changes wholly unnecessary. 
The cellar scene. though novel, 


serves only asa locale for the spring- 
ing of the strategem: it could have 
taken place in the main set. 

It is also possible the comedy is 
not altogether felicitously cast. 
Emery, a fine performer with a good 
comedy style, somehow lends the 
central character a little too much sex 
menace to be wholly likeable to the 
female audience the play is aimed 
at. Tamara Geva (Mrs. Emery in 
real life), in very daring getups, is 
good in the lighter moments, and 
David Wayne, as the Conscience, 
makes wry faces and gestures ade- 
quately. Mary Howard and Dwight 
Weist are competent. The produc- 
tion is magnificently mounted, Lem- 
uel Ayers’ five sets being superb in 
taste. David Burton's direction em- 
phasizes the script's better points and 
takes advantage of what action there 


is. Elie, 
The House in Paris 
Toronto, Jan. 17. 
H Clay Blaney production of drama itn 
three gets (8 seenes) by Mawby Green 
ind Kdward Allen Feilbert, front novel 
MWlizabeth fowen. Stara Ludmilla Pitoeff 
features Alastair Kyle. Barbara Went and 
Youl Bryne Staged by Wm. Harris, 
setiings, Stewart Chaney, Opened at Royal 
Alexandra. Toronto, Jan. 17, ‘44 
Naomi Cavada Humphr: 
Madame Fisher........... Ludmilla Pitoeft 
Mirst America Girl Penelope Sachs 
Second American Girl...... tarbata: Brooks 
Waren Michwels............. Barbara Kent 


Roy Forrestier.. -Isham Constable 


As a novel, this may have been 
stimulating reading but, in its trans- 
fer to the stage, ‘A House in Paris’ 


A Decent Birth, A Happy 


Faneral 
Boston, Jan. 14. 
Tributary Theatre (semi-pro: 
of play in three acts (Six scenes) |, \\ 
lian) Sareyan, Staged by Eliot toy 
New England Mutual Pall, Ja 14 


$1.10 top, 


Colonel of the Army....... Miinge 
August Hughman. Graves 
Casimir Zarmutok..... Constumtir 
Casimir’s Woman....... 
The Gypsy Trio 
Jol 
Arthu 


Saroyan never seems to learn. He 
has something important to con. 
tribute to humanity—and often an 
exceedingly beautiful and powerful 
prose with which to do it. Yet his 
‘A Decent Birth, A Happy Funeral,’ 
world-premiered here, in a shambles 
simply because master William has 
both presumption to try to ram his 
grotesque dramatic technique down 
the public’s throat when he knows 
perfectly well a slight concession to 
the theatre would make his plays 
possible to take. 

His new play, apparently authored 


since his induction, touches a sub- 
ject that has long engrossed him: 


the brotherhood of beautiful people, 
In this case his point is that those 
who are dead and those who are 
about to be born cannot relate their 
feclings about either event. Unborn 
infants may well despair at the pros- 
pect of being shoved into an un- 
hospitable world, .while the dead 
may well be overjoved at the re- 
lease from life. Therefore, why 
celebrate what is possibly sad 
occasion, and mourn what might be 
a heppy one? 

This theme is made contemporary 
in the telling of the story of Ernest 
and August Hughman (¢ pronounced, 
of course, ‘human’). Ernest, a ham 
actor, is accepted, to his vast delight, 
by the army because he wants a role 
in the greatest play of all. August, 
a lawyer, is rejected against his 
wishes because of a Sinatra ear. 
Ernest obtains August's promise, in 
the event of his death in action. to 
conduct a fabulous funeral at which 
everyone will rejoice. Meanwhile, 
August marries a burlesque queen, 
and the day his child is to be born, 


| Ernest is reported killed. 


presents three long hours of maudlin | 


issues and character 
With nothing but long 
stretches of dull, soul-searching con- 
versation. It doesn’t appear to have 
much of a chance. 

A straight case history of sex frus- 
tration, the top-heavy plot deals with 
an egotistical old lady who falls in 
love with a youth at least a score 
of years her junior. After five -years 
of her and then becomes 
engaged to her daughter, whom he 
crosses up by having a weekend with 
her friend and then slashes his wrists 
in remorse. The problem is for all 
to explain to his illegitimate son 
what a nice guy daddy really was 
at heart, and that mummy didn’t 
know any better either, This is done 
in eight scenes. including flashbacks 

‘House’ is scheduled to mark the 


Broadway debut of Ludmilla Pitoeff, | 


actress, who had her 
in Paris before the 
in. All that can be 


Russian-born 
own theatre 
Nazis walked 


| said in Mme. Pitoeff’s favor in this 


one ‘is that her voice sounds like 
Madame Ouspenskaya’s. The 
does what it can with the implausi- 
bilities. Alastair Kyle, a yvoungster, 
is worth catching. McStay. 


The funeral, as audacious a scene 
was ever staged (and one which 
drew hisses and boos at the pre- 
miere), is symbolic of the continuily 
of life as the spirit of the soldier is 
conveyed to the infant. Throuch- 
out this mad conecoctien ramble 
gypsies, fortunetellers, strip queers, 
burlesque comedians. musicians, 


as 


‘characters’—and the Lord knows 
what all. All of them have their 
minute upon the stage to recite 


wonderful sentiments—which they 
reveat to fill out the three-act run- 
ning time. ; 

In short, there is material here 
for a real contribution to the theatre, 
but the technique is appalling. Thus 
the play’s prospects are triple zero— 
which is a pity since its message is 
of considerable solace to all with 
sons, brothers or husbands in action. 
For it says, in two interminable 
hours (but with occasional great im- 


pact), what John Donne said in a 

line: ‘Each man’s death diminishes 

me for I am part of mankind.’ | 
Elie. 

Willie’ Collier 

mg continued from page 59 


N. Y., the following season, and in 
subsequent seasons was in ‘Nifties of 
1923,’ ‘The Wild Rose’ and ‘Me: 
Go-Round.’ He went to Hollywood 
in 1929. 

Paula Marr was his second 
and her son, whom he adopted, was 
first called Buster Collier but more 
recently known as William Collier, 


wife, 


Hollywood Tribute 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


Friends of William Collier in the 
theatre pictures, numbering 
more than 150, paid him their last 
respects at funeral rites in Church 
of Recessional, Forest Lawn Memo- 
rial Park, Glendale. Frank Craven 
delivered the eulogy and Dr. J. Her- 
bert Smith, rector of All Saint Epis- 
copal Church, Beverly Hills, con- 
ducted services, which were fol- 


cast ! 


lowed by cremation. Among those 
at services, acting as honorary ball- 
| bearers, were Fred Niblo, Gene Fow- 
| ler, Pat O’Brien, Walter Catlett, Dell 
Henderson, Howard Hensbey, Wil- 
‘liam Davidson, William Farnum, 
| Joseph Cawthorn, Bobby Watson, 
| William Caldwell, Gilbert Quirk, 
| Ernest Hilliard, Edward Sturgis, Fred 
| Halliday and Ted White. 
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‘Sons’ Terrif $42,000 to Pace Chicago, 
‘Okla.’ 306, ‘Kiss’ 1514, ‘Tomorrow 136 


Chicago, Jan. 18. + 


Business perked up at all houses 
last week and managements report 
heavier advance sales. ‘Sons O’ 
Fun’ picked up five grand at the 
Civie Opera House to hit $42,000. It 
continues the top grosser of town. 
‘Oklahoma’ is sold out for several 
weeks and stays at weekly figure of 
$30,000. R. H._ Burnside’s Gilbert 
and Sullivan Company, originally 
booked for four weeks, leaves the 
Studebaker Saturday night (22) to 
open two days later at the Boston 
Opera House, Boston. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Gilbert and Sullivan Company’ 
Studebaker (1st week) (1,400; $2.75). 
Opened slow. Cutting engagement 
in half; $9,500. 

‘Good Night, Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(92nd week) (1,200; $2.75). Gained 
some to hit $12,500. 

‘Kiss and Tell,’ Harris (36th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Rolling along at $15,- 
500. 

‘Oklahoma,’ Erlanger (9th week) 
(1,400; $3.85). Sellout $30,000. 

‘8 Is a Family,’ Civic (3rd week) 
(900; $2.75). Close to $7,500. 

‘Sons O’ Fun,’ Civic Opera House 
(2nd week) (3,600; $3.30). Doing 
terrif. Engagement extended until 
Jan. 29; $42,000. 

‘Tomorrow the World,’ 
(10th week) (1,000; $2.75). 
up to $13,000. 

‘Unexpected Honeymoon,’ Great 
Northern (8th week) (1,400; $2.75). 
Two-for-ones keeping figures around 
$10,000. 


New Move to Up 
Legit Agents % 


Casting agents in New York are 
reported making a fresh move to 
knock out Equity’s 5% commission 
rule for legit engagements, as indi- 
cated by a bill again framed by State 
Senator William Francis Condon of 
Yonkers and designed for that pur- 
pose. Around Equity it was stated 
that the latest Condon measure had 
been filed without notice and it will 
be opposed by the legiters’ associa- 
tion, as the latter has several times. 

Battle over the limitations on legit 
commissions has been going on for 
years. Newest Condon bill would 
have agents file the amount of their 
commissions from actors with the 
license commissioner and the mayor. 
An Equity rule stipulates that agents 
must file the data on commission re- 
ceived for securing stage engage- | 
ments but that does not include pay | 
for jobs secured in pictures, radio 
and other entertainment fields. 

The commish for radio, films and 
other jobs calls for 10%, but Equity 
has been adamant on its 5% rule, al- 
though the fee is double in some in- 
stances and some Equityites are 
believed to upped the pay to their | 
agents to obtain preference in getting | 
jobs. The legal rate for employment | 
is 5% but it is explained that agents | 
are able to collect a higher fee in 
legit on the grounds that they give 
Special services or personally man- 
age the actors. 


‘CORN’ 226 FOR SOCK 


Selwyn 
Perked 


SEATTLE RESPONSE 


Seattle, Jan. 18. 
‘Corn Is Green,’ with Ethel Barry- 
more starring at the Metropolitan, 
played to capacity for the six-day 
engagement ending Saturday night 
(15). 
The 1,500-seater 


did around $22.- ! 
000 at $2.88 top. ’ 


Jessie Royce Landis 
| 
Files Suit for Divorce. 
Legit actress Jesse Royce Landis, | 
currently featured on Broadway in | 
Kiss and Tell,’ is suing Lt. Col. Rex 
Smith for divorce, according to ac- 
tion filed Monday (17) in New York 
Supreme court. 
Smith is managing editor of News- 
week, on leave to the Army. He's | 
making no defense. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Take It As It Comes’ (‘The 
Blivens’)—Armin L. Robinson. 

‘Jacobowsky and the Colonel’— 
Theatre Guild. 

‘Decision’—Edward Choate. 

Youmans Revue’ — Vincent You- 
mans. 

‘The Duke in Darkness’—Cohen, 
Kipness, 


!'iday pace at the Walnut. 
|—its third here—saw the Max Gor- | 


‘PATRIOTS’ OK $14,500 


IN 2D DETROIT WEEK 


Detroit, Jan. 18. 

Staying at a consistent level, ‘The 
Patriots’ emerged just under the first 
week's $14,500 in its second week at 
the Cass theatre last week. It was 
followed Sunday (16) by ‘Blossom 
Time,’ with the local Barbara Scully 
in one of thé leads. 

In its third week at the Lafayette, 
‘The Aldrich Family’ ‘ex-‘What a 
Life’) improved slightly over the 
second week, winding up at the $1.65 
top with a tidy $8,200. It will be 
followed on Jan. 28 by ‘Janie.’ 

Assured of emerging out of the red 
on its first season, the Detroit Light 
Opera Assn., which opened a 10- 
week season last Tuesday (11) under 
a plan of using visiting stars with 
local dance and choral ensembles, 
tucked in $100,000 in advance sales 
for the stretch. Curtain went up on 
‘Naughty Marietta’ last week at the 
Masonic Temple. 


‘Boys’ $26,000, Philly; 
‘Wallflower’ OK 96, 
‘Doughgirls’ Neat 1256 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 


Any fear that Philly’s legit biz 
wouldn’t rebound after the holidays 
and resume the fast pace it set 
throughout the fall season was com- 
pletely dispelled last week, which 
found all three of the city’s active 
legit playhouses reporting plenty of 
b.o. activity. 

Easy leader was ‘Something for the 
Boys,’ but that was to'be expected, 
since the Michael Todd musical is 
asking the highest scale yet em- 
ployed here this season ($3.99 nightly 
top, with $4.56 Saturdays). First 
week’s gross for the big eye and car 
show showed $26,000, considerably 
under capacity, and the boys along 
the street are predicting that its re- 
maining two weeks will see higher 


figures, with better than 30 grand on} 
lan average quite likely. 
| sale is heavy, and critical followups, 


on top of raves, should turn the trick. 


Real news of the week, however, 
was ‘Wallflower,’ at the Locust. This 
comedy tryout, first solo managerial 
chore by Meyer Davis, collected top- 
notch notices and climbed in attend- 
ance all week, with total gross hover- 
ing around $9,000. This for a show 
with no Broadway rep and no mar- 
quee names in the cast was a real 
achievement. Too bad show can't be 
held here: it would be a natural for 


, an indefinite stay and at plenty profit 


because of inexpensive hookup. 


Advance | 


‘The Doughgirls’ continued to click | 
in no uncertain fashion, although off, | 


quite naturally, from its original hol- 
Last week 
beat ‘Last 
being 


$12,500. 
tentatively 


don offering 
week's are 


| 


an- | 


nounced, but no farewell date is sct, | 
and indications are it may run until | 
Feb. 12 to make way for the Guild’s | 


‘Jacobowsky and the Colonel,’ listed 
for the 14th. 


JANIE’ NICE $11,500 


IN PITTSBURGH FINALE 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 18. 
‘Janie’ did pretty fair last week at 


$2.75 top. 
built steadily and finished unusual- 
v strong. Since comedy was wind- 
ing up 13-week tour here and Nixon 


had a disappointment when ‘Mari- 
anne,’ booked to follow, was can- 
celled, management had figured 


‘Janie’ might play another stanza but | 


nothing could be worked out. 
There wes a lot of te-ritory still 
left for ‘Janie’ but No, 2 comvany 
was disbanded because producei 
Brock Pemberton wants to s2nd the 
original, which winds up on Broad- 
way end of this month after running 
more than a year, into the remain- 
ing keys. 
Jixon reopens Monday (24) with 
‘the Patriots, then ts ‘Kiss and 
Tell’ for two weeks Cotenine Jan. 


31. 


Nixon, town's only legit site, is 
dark this week for the first~ time 


| since season opened early in August, 


marking the longest uninterrupted 
run house has had in the last 10 
years, 24 weeks. 


‘Meet Navy’ $17,000 
In Return to Toronto 


Toronto, Jan. 18. 
‘Meet the Navy,’ after a_ three- 
month tour in the Maritimes, is back 
at the Victoria theatre prior to its 
westward trek to the Coast, and 


‘Abie,’ ‘Arsenic’ In 
$20,300 Mpls. Split 


Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 

The 2.100-seat Lyceum pulled a 
magnificent $20,300 for a week divid- 
ed between ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ and 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’ Four nights 
and a matinee of ‘Abie’ brought in a 
bangup $8,300 at $2.20 top. The 
fourth local ‘Arsenic,’ with Boris 
Karloff heading the cast for the sec- 
ond successive time, was good for a 
surprising $12,000. With the house 
sealed at $2.75 top, there was near- 
capacity at each of the three nights 
and one matinee for ‘Arsenic.’ 

In St. Paul ‘Abie’ grossed a good 
$5,000 in three nights and a matinee, 
while ‘Arsenic,’ which also played 
Madison, Eau Claire and St. Paul 
last week, grossed $20,000 in seven 
peformances. 


‘Orchard’ 136, 
Peepshow 86, 
Hayride 316, Hub 


Boston, Jan. 18. 
‘Mexican Hayride’ still clocks a 
capacity gross here to lead the pack, 
but the two new entries (‘Cherry 
Orchard’ and ‘Peepshow’) appear to 
be affected by a delayed post-holiday 
reaction. At least, biz is not up to 
expectations in either case. ‘Student 
Prince’ moved out Saturday (15) 
following offish week at the Opera 
House. Katherine Dunham’s ‘Trop- 
ical Revue’ going big there this week. 
Coming week brings ‘Decision’ to 
the Wilbur, ‘House in Paris’ to the 
Plymouth, and ‘Rosalinda’ to the 
Shubert, all on 24th. ‘Jacobowsky 
and the Colonel’ and ‘Family Car- 
novsky’ (Yiddish) follow on 31st. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Cherry Orchard,’ Wilbur (1,300; 
$2.75). Notable revival with limited 
but sound appeal, drawing an esti- 
mated $13,000. Caught fine notices 
all around. Final week current. 
‘Mexican Hayride,’ Shubert (1.500: 
$3.85-$4.40 Sats.). Sellout biz every 
show for a top $31,000 at scale. no 
standees. Final week current: show 
moves into Winter Garden, N. Y., 


from here. 

‘Peepshow,’ Plymouth (1,424; 
$2.75). Opened to draw middling 
notices and biz never developed: 
estimated $8,000 first week. Final 
frame current. 

‘Student Prince,’ Opera House 
(3.500: $2.75). Dropped to estimated 
$10.000, second week. okay. Moved 
- Sat. (15). ‘Tropical Revue’ now 
ere, 


‘MARIANNE’ $17,500 
BUT CLOSES IN WASH. 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

‘Marianne’ closed Saturday night 
for recasting and repairs, but despite 
adverse notices by critics, the musi- 
cal comedy annexed $17,500 in eight 
performances at the National. 

‘Kiss and Tell,’ Boston company, 
arrived with an advance sale of 
$12,000. 


EYRE’ $12,800 FOR 
SOCK CLEVELAND BIZ 


Cleveland, Jan. 18. 


Sylvia Sidney-Luther Adler re- 
vival of “Jane Eyre’ did surprisingly 


| 


Business on Broadway 
upward last week, grosses going to 
better levels than expected. There 
were two conventions in town and a 
somewhat surprising influx of buyers. 

Two new shows fared better than 
indicated by the notices. ‘Jackpot’ 
drew heavy takings despite a doubt- 
ful press. ‘Suds in Your Eye’ got 
mixed reviews but encouraging at- 
tendance. ‘Storm Operation,’ how- 
ever, appears doubtful. ‘Ramshackle 
Inn.’ another recent entrant, may 
make the grade. No new shows this 
week, but four arrivals are listed for 
next week. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R_ (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘A Connecticut Yankee,’ Beck (9th 
week) (M-1,214; $4.40). Bounced up, 
as did majority of shows on the list 
last week; rated over $21,000; not 
selling out, but substantial business. 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (110th week) 
(D-789: $3.30). Climbed to better 
than $9,200, and at that pace can go 
well into spring pe takings for 
comparative week last year were 
around $7,500. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Hudson 
(158th week) (CD-1,094; $3.30). Also 
picked up nicely and rated over $9,- 
500; excellent for long runner. 

‘Carmen Jones,’ Broadway (7th 
week) (O-1,900; $4.40). Theatre par- 
ties again, with business generally 
around capacity right along; over 
$42.500 quoted, 

‘Early to Bed,’ Broadhurst (31st 
week) (M-1,160: $4.40): Figured to 
benefit from upswing last week and 
rated around $20,000; engagement 
still indefinite. 

‘Harriet,’ Miller (38th week) (D- 
940: $3.85). Looks like engagement 
will extend well into spring; strong 
matinee draw, with gross approached 


$15.000. 

‘Jackpot,’ Alvin (M-1,327: $4.40). 
Opened last Thursday (13); drew 
mixed notices; theatre parties will 
help: despite press, takings topped 
$17,000 first four times, and perform- 
ance registered much better after 
premiere. 

‘Janie,’ Mansfield (70th week) (C- 
1,001; $2.20). Ticket scale dropped 
from $3.30 to $2.20. which may widen 
patronage; has been doing fairly 
well: around $8.000 estimated. 

‘Kiss and Tell,” Biltmore (43d 
week) (C-920; $3.30). Likely to go 
through season; one-set laugh play 
considerably better last week at 
nearly $14.000. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (216th 
week) (D-1.082: $3.30). Not much 
change here last week, when pace 
was quoted over $12.000 again; run 
leader set into summer. 

‘Listen, Professor,’ Forrest. With- 
drawn last Saturday (15): was slated 
to close previously. but extended one 
week without climbing: played three 
and one-half weeks; ‘Suds in Your 


Eye’ moves over from Cort after this 
week. 

‘Lovers and Friends,’ 
(7th week) (D-1,075: $3.85). Jumned! 
to capacity again, with gross quoted | 
close to $23,000; only ‘Othello’ among } 
straight plays got more. 

‘Oklahoma,’ St. James (42d week) | 
(M-1.520: $4.40). Visitors offer high 
prices for tickets, but brokers have 
sold allotments away in 
sock holdover $30.600. 

‘One Touch of Venus,’ Imperial 
(15th week) (M-1.327: $4.40). Moves 


well last week at Hanna, $12,800 in} to.46th Street Monday (24) and will 


eight performances at $2.50 top. 
After three more weeks on roed, 


: ; ; two stars. who said they need a rest, 
the Nixon, doing around $11,500 at | , 7 


Show got away slowly bui | 


are closing play. 


Dunham Dance Troupe 
Smart $12,000, Montreal 


Montreal, Jan. 18. 
Katherine Dunham with dance 
troupe company of 50 playing “Trop- 


|} ical Revue’ at 1.565-seat His Majes- 


ty’s. seven night and two mats, scaled 
at $3 top. grossed estimated smart 


| $12,000 last week. 


Press raves helped a lot, but biz 
faded a liitle toward end of week. 


‘BLOSSOM TIME’ 15G, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Jan. 18. 
“Blossom Time’ racked up a win- 
ner last week in the 1,300-seat Cox, 


grossing approximately $15,000 at 
$2.75 top. It was a sellout for the 
last half. 


House has Walter Hampden in 
‘Patriots’ this week at $2.75 top. 


‘Road’ 12G, Indpls. 
Indianapolis, Jan. 18. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ playing Indianapo- 
lis for the seventh time, racked up 
a torrid $12,009 in seven perform- 
ances at $1.50 top at the English, 
1,500-seater, Jan. 9-12 and Jan. 15, 
matinee and night. Show re‘urned 
for Saturday performances after two 


grossed an excellent $17,000 last | days out of town. 


week. With house scaled at $2.50 
top, revue is holding ove: an extra 
week, 


Advance ‘interest l'vely in rcturn 
of ‘Blossom Time’ !'eb. 3-5 and first 
coming of ‘Patriots’ Feb. 10-12. 


| 


| (C-1.001: $3.30). 


doubtlessly continue capacity clean- 

up there; gets $35,600 weekly right 

along. 
‘Over 21,’ 


Music Box (2d week) 


Played to standees 


| all times last week and grossed $19.- 
| 600: new laugh show regarded as 


smash 


| week) 


| 


‘Ramshackle Inn,’ Royale (2d 
(CD-996: $3.30). Claimed to 
have approximated $12,000, which in- 


dicate good chance despite first 
night doubt, 
“tosalinda,’ 46th Street (O-1.347: 


$3.50). Final and 65th week; staried 
operetta vogue and has cleaned up; 
road indications bright too: jumped 


to around $22,000; ‘One Touch of 
Venus’ moves in from Imperial Mon- 
day (24). 

‘Suds in Your Eye,’ Cort (lst 


week) (C-1,064; $3.30). Difference of 


opinion at opening but new farce | 


was quoted getting $7.600 in first 
five performances, okay; but moves 
to Forrest after this week to make 
way for ‘Wallflower.’ 

‘Stars on Tee,’ Center (76th week) 
(repeat date) (R-3,000: $1.65). Tolk 
of a new skating revue (‘Hot Off the 
Ice’) following here in early spring 
but present show still making some 
coin; up last week; $25,000 claimed. 

‘Storm Operation,’ Belasco (D- 
1.097; $3.30). First seven perform- 
ances approximated $8,000; only fair: 
mosi notices were adverse: report it 
may be moved to City Center. 

‘The Doughgirls,’ Lyceum (55th 
week) (C-997: $3.30). Jumped ma- 
teriallvy and the gross went to $16- 
000: sti looks like run comedy will 
plev inte summer. 

‘the Voice of the Turtle,’ Morosco 
(6th week) (CD-995; $3.30). Nothing 


advance; | 


B'way Biz Up; ‘Jackpot’ Overcomes 
Doubtful Press for $17,000 in Ist 
4Shows, Suds’ $7,600 in 5, ‘Inn’ 126 


bounded | 


can stop this clicker, which topped 
$21.000; that’s all three-person 
comedy can get here at scale. 

‘Tomeorrow the World,’ Barrymore 
(40th week) (D-1,064; $3.30). Im- 
proved with the field last week and 
quoted over $15,000; goodly profit. 

‘The Two Mrs. Carrolls,” Booth 
(24th week) (R-712; $3.30). Another 
of the season's clicks, which jumped 
back to capacity. with last week’s 
gross quoted at $14,500. 

‘3 Is a Family,’ Longacre (36th 
week) (C-1,018; $3.30). Picked up 
again and approximated $10,000; out 
in front and easily topping Chicago 
company. 

‘Victory Belles,’ Ambassador (10th 
week) (C-1,105; $3.30). Playing week 
to week; with cutrate takings figured 
around $2,500; hasn't had one win- 
ning week. y 

‘Winged Victory,’ 44th Street (9th 
week) (D-1,509; $4.40). Engagement 
extended into spring; selling out all 
performances and the takings top 
$36.800. 

‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ Winter Garden 
(42d week) (R-1,523; $4.40). Jumped 
more than any show on list by get- 
ting play from out of towners: nearly 
$37,000; moves to Imperial to make 
way for ‘Mexican Hayride,’ due here 
next week. 

REVIVALS 

‘Merry Widow,’ Majestic (24th 
week) (O-1,695; $3.30). Nearly six- 
month run mark and should last out 
season; last week estimated around 
$26,000; improved. 

‘Othello,’ Shubert (12th week) 
(D-1,325; $3.30). One of season's 
wonder draws; capacity all perform- 
ances, with gross nearly $24,000. 

EXTRA 

‘Our Town,’ N. Y. City Center (D- 
2,693: $1.65). Revived for two weeks, 
which expires Saturday (22): doing 
fairly well; next attraction not defi- 
nite in city-owned theatre. 

‘Hollywood Ice Revue.’ 
Square Garden. Sonja Henie’s an- 
nual appearance started Tuesday 
(18): estimated advance sale $250,000 
at $4.40 top. 


‘KISS’ $14,000, ‘FUN’ 
CATCHES $8,900, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 

Three new shows hit town within 
the week, starting tomorrow, (19) 
with ‘Sweet and Hot,’ all-colored 
revue, at the Mayan. Thursday (20) 
Ray Bourbon brings his ‘Insults of 
‘44’ into the Playtime, and Sunday 
(23) ‘Junior Miss’ takes up stand at 
the Biltmore. 

‘Kiss and Tell,’ with $14,000 on 
third week at the Biltmore, will 
close final stanza with approximately 
the same figure. ‘Lady Chatterley’s 
Lover’ closed Friday (14) at the 
Belasco with a poor $3,000 but plays 


Madison 


Plymouth | 


other Coast spots. Ken Murray's 
‘Blackouts of 1944’ at the El] Capitan 
clocked $14,500 on the 81st week_and.. 
should do as well this week. ‘Yours 
for Fun’ at the Music Box finally 
caught on with $8,900 on the llth 
week and is shooting for same figure 
this week. ‘New Meet the People’ 
has posted two-week notice at the 
Assistance League and caught esti- 


mated $4,000 on 24th week with ap- 


proximately the same in sight cure 
rent stanza. 


Connie Bennett-‘Love’ 


Swell $17,500, St. Loo 


St. Louis, Jan. 18. 
‘Without Love.” with Constance 
Bennett in the top role, drew posies 


| from the crix and the best one-week 


ake of the current road trek at the 


American theatre. swell $17.500 for 
eight performances Tre 1,700-seat 
house was scaled to $2.80. 

Noel Coward's comedy ‘Blithe 


Spirit.” with Clifton Webb. Mildred 


Natwick, Peggy Wood and Haila 
Stoddard in the lead roles. cpened a 
one-week date at the American last 
wight (Monday). The houce is scaled 


to $2.80 and advance is goed. 


‘Eileen’ Fair $6,600 
In Toronto Folderoo 


Toronto, Jan. 18. 
Here for its third engagement. ‘My 
Sister Eileen’ chalked up fair $6,500 
at the Royal Alexandra last week, 
with 1,525-seater scaled at $2 top. 
Troupe broke up here Saturday 
night after four weeks on ihe road. 


Kiss’ $20,500, Balto 


Baltimore, Jan. 18. 
‘Kiss and. Tell’ mopped up in big 
style at Ford’s last week, drawing 
over $20,500 for the 1,820-seater at 
a $2.75 top. 
Currently at same house is ‘Dough- 
girls,’ with ‘Student Prince’ to follow. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 19, 1944 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Tickets for future ‘command performances’ in Washington will be sold 
directly by the President’s Birthday Ball committee, rather than at the 


National theatre. 
office opened on Wednesday (12) the 


Lines began to form at 6 a.m., and by the time the box- 


queue was three blocks long. The 


1,200 tickets on sale for ‘Voice of Turtle’ were disposed of within an hour, 


leaving most of the waiting customers disappointed. 


A flood of critical 


| 

Plays on B’way 
Continued from page 60 jee 


Jackpot 


spots, later aided by Billie Worth 
and Althea Elder. 

Allan Jones, Jerry Lester and 
Benny Baker are the threesome who 


letters descended upon newspaper offices and to the district commissioners, | pool their ‘war bond bride’ lottery 


all critical of the theatre, where the boxoffice men were booed. 


The Na- | ticket and wind up winning the two- 


tional theatre contributed the house and cancelled two performances of | Way prize, $50,000 and the beauteous 


‘Kiss and Tell’ to give this special birthday ball benefit. 


25,000 people wanting to see a show in 
members, Supreme Court justices, 
among those disappointed. Producer 


request for 40 tickets for the New York delegation. 
down since his application was received after tickets were sold. 


returned 800 checks with orders since 
honored. All patrons were limited to 


senators 


a theatre which seats 1,500. Cabinet 
and representatives were 
Alfred de Liagre, Jr., submitted a 
He had to be turned 
Theatre 
no phone or requests by mail were 
four seats. 


John Golden has been advised tnat 


the first performance of ‘The Army 


Play By Play,’ given at the 46th Street, N. Y., early in the season, netted 
more than enough to lift the mortgage on the Soldiers and Sailors club, 


grossed over $130,000. 
for $96,500, the profit on the ‘Play’ tot 


That performance, attended by notables, was reputed to have 
Early this week Gen. Terry was tendered a check 


iu which recently ended, the money 


to go to the Army Emergency Relief Fund. 
‘Play By Play’ has been picturized, but there is a hitch in having it re- 
leased, although exhibitors are ready to guarantee exceptional profits. 


The Army Signal Corps filmed it. 


‘Jackpot’ is a holdover of Vinton Freedley’s previous ‘Dancing in the 
Streets’ (which never got to Broadway), and between the two productions 
the show, which was brought into the Alvin, N. Y., last Thursday (13), 


represents over $170,000. 
Freedley when the original show was 
duction built. 


The backers 


of ‘Streets’ strung along with 
scrapped and an entirely new pro- 


In last week’s tabulation of legit grosses, ‘One Touch of Venus’ was 


estimated to have gotten $3,500, which was a printer’s error. 


Show regis- 


tered $35,600, which has been its weekly average since opening at the 
Imperial, N. Y. Musical switches to the 46th Street next Monday, ‘Zieg- 
feld Follies’ replacing from the Winter Garden, which gets ‘Mexican Hay- 


ride,’ slated to open Jan, 28. 


Current Road Shows 


(Jan. 19-29) 


‘Abie’s Irish Rose’—Lyric, Bridge- 
port, Conn. (19); Bushnell Aud., 
Hartford (20-22): Academy, North- 
ampton, Mass. (24); Court Square, 
Springfield, Mass. (25-26); High 
School, New Britain, Conn. (27); Vic- 
toria, Greenfield, Mass. (28-29). 


‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ (2d Co.)— 
Davidson, Milwaukee (19-22); Broad- 
way, Denver (24-25); Pueblo Aud., 
Pueblo, Col. (26); Capitol, Salt Lake 
City (28). 

‘Aldrich Family’ (‘What a Life’)— 
Lafayette, Detroit (19-22); Davidson, 
Milwaukee (24-29). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (2d Co.)— 
Shrine Aud., Des Moines (19); Music 
Hall, Kansas City (20-22); Civic Aud., 
St. Joseph, Mo. (24); State College, 
Emporia, Kans. (25); Aud. Salina, | 
Kans. (27): Shrine Aud., Oklahoma | 
City (29). 

‘Blackouts of 1944 (vaude)—El| 
Capitan, Hollywood (19-29). 

‘Blithe Spirit’—Amercian, St. Louis! 
(19-22); Orpheum, Davenport, Ia. 
(24): Shrine Aud., Des Moines (25);} 
Omaha, Omaha (26); Music Mall, 
“Hausas City (27 29). | 

‘Blossom Time’—High School Aud., | 
Steubenville, O. (19); Aud., Newark, | 


O. (20): Hippodrome, Marietta, O.| 
(21); Virginia, Wheeling, W. 
(22): Embassy. Johnstown, Pa. (24);! 
Rajah, Reading, Pa. (25); Karlton, | 
Williamsport, Pa. (26); State, Har- 


risburg, Pa. (27); Iyric, Allentown, 
Pa. (28): Memorial Aud., Trenton 
(29). 


‘Blossom Time’ (2d Co.)—Cass, De- 
troit (19-29). 
‘Cherry Orchard’—Wilbur, Boston 


(19-22). 
‘Corn Is Green’ — Strand, Van- 
couver (19); Temple, Tacoma (20);) 


Aud., Portland, Ore. (21-22); Geary, 
San Francisco (24-29). | 

‘Curtain Time’ (vaude) — Curran, 
San Francisco (19-29). 

‘Decision’—Playhouse, Wilmington | 
(21-22) (premiere); Wilbur, Boston | 
(24-29). | 

‘Doughgirls’ (2d Co.)—Ford’s. Bal- | 
timore (19-22): Royal Alexandra, To- 
ronto (24-29). 

‘Doughgir!s’ (3d Co.) 
Philadelphia (19-29). 

Gilbert and Sullivan—Studebaker, 
Chicago (19-22): Boston Opera 
House, Boston (24-29). 

‘Good Night, Ladies’ — Blackstone, 
Chicago (19-29). 

‘House in Paris’—Royal Alexandra, 
Toronto (19-22); Plymouth, Boston 
(24-29). 

‘Icecapades’—Aud., Providence (19- 
23); Uline Arena, Washington (25- 
29). 

‘Jacobowsky and the Colonel’— 
Shubert, New Haven (27-29) (prem- 
fjere). 

‘Jane Eyre’—Strand, Ithaca, N. Y. 
(19); Erlanger, Buffalo (20-22); Erie, 
Schenectady, N. Y. (24); Lyric, 
Bridgeport, Conn. (25-26); Buchnell 
Aud., Hartford (27); Playhouse, Wil- 
mington (28-29). 

‘Junior Miss’—White, Fresno, Cal. 
(19); Concert Hall, Long Beach, Cal. 


Walnut, 


(20): Russ Aud., San Diego (21-22); 
Biltmore, Los Angeles (24-29). 
‘Kiss and Tell’ (2d Co.)—Harris, 
Chicago (19-29). 

‘Kiss and Tell’? (3d Co.)—National, 
Washington (19-29). 

‘Kiss and Tell’ (4th Co.)—Biltmore, 
Los Angeles (19-22); Lobero, Santa 
Barbara (24); Civic Aud., Pasadena 
(25); Municipal Aud., Long Beach 
(26-27): Junior College Aud., Ven- 
tura,, Cal. (29). 

‘Lady Chatterly’s Lover'—Geary, 
San Francisco (19-29). 

‘Life With Father’ (2d Co.)— 
Hanna, Cleveland (19-22); Michigan, 
Ann Arbor (24); Palace, Flint, Mich. 
(25): Temple, Saginaw, Mich. (26); 
Michigan, Lansing (27); Keith’s, 
Grand Rapids (28-29). 

‘Maid of the Ozarks’—Wilson, De- 
troit (19-29). 

‘Mexican Hayride’—Shubert, Bos- 
ton (19-22). 

‘New Meet the People’—Assistance 
League Playhouse, Hollywood (19- 
29). 

‘Oklahoma’ (2d 
Chicago (19-29). 

‘Patriots’—Cox, Cincinnati (19-22); 
Nixon, Pittsburgh (24-29). 

‘Peep Show’ — Plymouth, Boston 
(19-22). 

‘Porgy and Bess’—Erlanger, Buffalo 
(19); Sica’s; Pa, (20): Park 
Youngstown, O. (21-22); Taft Aud., 


Co.) — Erlanger, 


Brio 
at, 


‘Rosalinda’—Shubert, Boston (24- 
29). 

‘Something for the Boys’—Forrest. 
Philadelphia (19-29). 

‘Sons o’ Fun’—Civic, Chicago (19- 
29). 

‘Student Prince’ — Court 


Haven (20-22): Ford's, 


(24-29). 


‘Tobacco Road’—Hartman, Colum- 
(19-22); American, St. Louis 


bus, O. 
(24-29), 


‘Tomorrow the World’ (2d Co.)— 


Selwyn, Chicago (19-29). 
‘Unexpected Honeymoon’ — Great 
Northern, Chicago (19-29). 


‘Vincent Youmans’ Revue’—Lyric, 


Baltimore (27-29) (premiere). 
‘Wallflower’—Locust, Philadelphia 
(19-22). 
‘Yours for Fun’—Music Box, Holly- 
wood (19-29). 


Coast Co. for ‘Ladies’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Howard Lang and Al Rosen are 
lining up local talent for a Coast 
unit of their stage play, ‘Good Night, 
Ladies.’ 
Original company 
third year in Chicago. 


is now in its 


McConnor Loses Appeal 


Appeal by Vincent McConnor, 
author of the play, ‘The Murder 
Issue, from dismissal of his 
plagiarism action against George S. 
Kaufman and Moss Hart, authors of 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ and 
others, was denied last week by the 
United States circuit court of ap- 
peals. 

McConnor had charged Kaufman 
and Hart with pirating the plot of 
his play in writing ‘Dinner.’ 


It was a case of | 


Square, 
Springfield, Mass. (19): Shubert, New 
Baltimore 


Nanette Fabray. Jones, of course, is 
the ultimate romantic vis-a-vis, but 
there’s plenty of double-entendre in 
between which, had it been funny, 
would be less painful in its creaky 
unfolding. 

However, it does give Jones and 
Miss Fabray some nice dueting op- 
portunities, along with Lester, Baker 
and Mary Wickes, the latter a Char- 
lotte Greenswoodish type of comedi- 
enne. Abel. 


Suds in Your Eve 
Brown and De Bondio production of three- 
act farce comecy (one set) by Jack Kirk- 
land; dramatized from Mary Lasswell's 
novel of same title. Features Jane Darwell, 
Brenda Forbes and Kasia Orzazewski. 
Staged by Kirkland; setting by Joseph EB. 
Platt; opened at Cort, N. Y., Jan. 12, '44; 
S3.30 top. 
{Fredric Munn Zseto 


Mr. Fitagerald...ecee JOHN Adnir 
Shipyard Bruno Wick 
Mrs. Rasmussen......... Kasia Orzazewski 
Mes. Russmussen’s Daughter.......... 
Vanda Sponder 
Mr. Wilson...cece Robert Rhodes 
Mra. Katz... marie Kenney 
Bert James 
Armond; ses rank Tweddell 
Pinky Kenney... Tom MeKlhany 


As a novel ‘Suds in Your Eye’ has 
been a fair seller. As a play it will 
probably be rated similarly and a 
moderately profitable engagement is 
indicated. 

‘Suds’ is a farcial comedy with 
some comic interludes, but whether 
it could have been made into an ex- 
ceptional laugh play is doubtful be- 
cause of the story’s overall drabness. 
Fun in a junk yard is hardly feasible 
and the presence of three old cronies 
on stage throughout makes for too 
much sameness. Chances of the new 
show therefore seem to rest on its 
types, which are mostly a set of non- 
descripts. 

Down on the water front of San 
Diego, old Mrs. Feeley runs the scrap 
heap, and an adjacent dumpy house, 
with the aid of Chinatown an Amer- 
ican-born Asiatic kid of about 12, his 
duties being to make occasional sales 
but mostly to fetch mugs of beer to 
‘Aunt’ Norah Feeley and her two old 
girl friends. That’s the why of the 
title. One a.k. spinster, Miss Tink- 
ham, a worn out, skinny music 
teacher from Ohio, has an income of 
$28 per month from a house when 
rented, only it happens that the roof 
was blown off. Mrs. Feeley takes her 
in, after initiating the stray to beer 
guzzling. Then there is Mrs. Ras- 
mussen who has a $30 per month 
pension and who doesn’t care to live 
with her moronic daughter. 


That makes a threesome of beer 
hounds. The place has a wall made 
out of beer bottles, one of the au- 
thor’s conceits. Among the junk is a 
cigar store Indian in which Mrs. 
Feeley hides the tax money. Along 
comes the collector who wants to be 
affable but when the argumentative 
Mrs. Rasmussen steams the others 
uP. the collector is roughened up a 
pit. 

They are haled to court and fined, 
returning with two sloppy cops in 
plain clothes who are to get the 
money. But the Indian was stolen, 
and though just before the end the 
coin is gotten back, it is just enough 
to pay the fines. Norah’s sailor son 
Danny is back on furlough and the 
old dames frame it so that he meets 
rather aitractive Kate, who teaches 
Spanish in a night school. Maybe the 
introduction of romance doesn’t fit 
the action, but it goes on right in 
nands, after an-alloged 
party in the house. Danny’s chances 
with Kate are nicked by Conchita, 
a trollop according to Mrs. Feeley. 
Then more beer. 

What fun is supplied comes from 
Jane Darwell, the combative Mrs. 
Feeley who hates references to the 
Irish and pigs, Brenda Forbes as 
Miss Tinkham and Kasia 
zewski as the Polish Mrs. Rasmus- 
sen. It is Miss Forbes’ show and is 
the best performance she has given, 
using a lorgnette. wearing declassee 
clothes, belching—it’s the beer—and 
fainting. She also is funny with her 
vocalizing which ordinarily would 
gum up any show. 

Little Chinese lad is very well 
played by Fredric Munn Zseto. 
He is a likeable kid and bit with 
Will Hare as Danny, upon his re- 
turn from the seas, is effectively di- 
rected. Hare’s part could have been 
written better, so could that of Janet 
Tyler, who is Kate. There is a flock 
of bits calling for more people than 
usual for a straight play and among 
the parts which also could have been 
built up are handled by Frank Twed- 
dell and Tem McElhany, the dicks. 
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OBITUARIES 


WILLIAM COLLIER 
William Collier, 77, died at his 
home in Beverly Hills, Cal., Jan. 13. 
Further details in Legit Section, 


JACK McCARRON 
John (Jack) McCarron, 68, 
dropped dead at the Academy of 
Music, Brooklyn, Jan. 9, where he 
was manager. 


McCarron was active the 
expansion of the Association of 
Theatrical Agents and Managers, 


having been secretary-treasurer of 
the union when the organization 
was revived by boxoffice men who 
joined in a body only later to with- 
draw. At that time McCarron was 
in charge of the offices in the 
Gaiety theatre building and al- 
though he was given a life member- 
ship, signified by a gold engraved 
card, McCarron was forced out of 
office in 1938 when the agents and 
managers became predominant. 


21 YEARS PASSED AWAY 


DAVID POWELL 
GOODMAN 


Died Jan. 19, 1923 


A loving one from us has gone, 
A voice we loved is stilled: 
A place is vacant in our hearts 
Which never will be filled. 


Your son, Jack. 


JACK POWELL and FAMILY 


Prior to his union organization 
activities he was engaged in the 
vaudeville field, representing the 
B. F. Keith interests in Boston and 
was also connected with the RKO 
circuit. 


GUY M. DAILY 


Guy M. Daily, 64, one of the first 
ragtime pianists in St. Louis and for- 
mer president of AFM Local No. 2, 
died in that city last week. 

Daily, who played with a number 
of name orchs, was best known when 
he maestroed his own band at the 
old Hippodrome and Grand Central 
theatres here. He was active in mu- 
sical circles in St. Louis for 40 years 
prior to his retirement in 1931. 

His widow survives. 


JOHN G. COLLINS 

John G. Collins, 63, newspaperman 
and onetime vaudevillian, died last 
week in Philadelphia following a 
heart attack. He had been a member 
of the staff of the Evening Bulletin 
for the past 21 years. He was a mem- 
ber of the vaudeville team of Collins 
and Anger and later wrote comedy 
material for Eva Tanguay and Clark 
and McCullough. 


JOHNNY NOBLE 
Johnny Noble, 51, native Hawal- 
ian composer, died Jan. 14 in Hono- 
lulu, where he had been band leader 
at the Moana Hotel for 17 years. 
Among his many tunes was ‘The 
Little Grass Shack in Kealakakua.’ 


JACK JOY 
Jack Joy, 48, vet Coast radio and 
music director, died Saturday (15) in 
Veterans hospital, West Los Angeles, 
following two operations. 
Details in Radio Section. 


CHARLES BRAGG 
Charles Bragg, 65, dropped dead 
in the railroad station at Sacramen- 
to, Cal., Jan. 3. Veteran advance 


| agent was on tour ahead of ‘Junior 
| Miss.’ 


JACK SMITH 
Jack Smith, 48, former songwriter 
and character actor in films and 
radio, died in Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 
Between bookings he was employed 
in a defense plant. 


ALONZO KLAW 
Alonzo Klaw, 58, retired legit pro- 
ducer, died at Winter Lake, Fla., on 
Jan, 12. 
Details in Legit Section. 


CHARLES AUSTIN 
Charles Austin, 63, veteran British 
vaudeville comedian, died in Univer- 
sity College hospital, London, Jan. 14. 


Mrs, Josephine F. Piantadosi, 54, 
widow of George Piantadosi, song- 
writer and music publisher, died in 
New York, Jan. 17. She had been 
engaged in real estate business since 
her husband’s death. 


Margaret Le Vina, 53, writer at 
Metro, died Jan. 13 at her home in 


Los Angeles following a heart at- 
tack. 


Max Gellert, 54, violinist with film 
and radio orchestras, died Jan. 11 in 
Hollywood. 


Max Blum, 70, character actor jn 
films, died Jan. 10 in Hollywood after 
a long illness, 


Mother of Harry Downing, 86, died 
in Boston, Jan. 5. She had appeared ~ 
with her son in many of the latter’s 
productions. 


Father, 56, of Gladys Glad (Mrs, 
Mark Hellinger) died Jan. 14, 1944, 


BURNETTS KUDOED AT 
CLEVE. ‘CANTEEN’ ANNI 


Cleveland, Jan. 18. 

Brock Pemberton, Bert Lytell and 
William Feinberg, secretary of the 
New York AFM local, made the trip 
here Saturday (15) to help Cleve- 
land’s Stage Door Canteen celebrate 
its first anniversary. 

Nearly 1,500 canteen workers, vets 
of at least one year, were congratu- 
lated in speeches by Pemberton and 
Bert Lytell ‘for making the project 
one of the most successful of its kind 
in the country.’ Feinberg, also rep- 
resenting the American Theatre 
Wing, saluted the musicians’ local 
and AGVA heads for their ‘outstand- 
ing co-operation in providing enters 
tainment.’ 

Helen and Niki Burnett came in 
for cheers as the hard-working co- 
chairmen of project, which now has 
4,000 volunteer members on its staff. 
When they sliced up a huge birthday 
cake, an all-time record crowd of 
servicemen scrambled for hunks of 
pastry Boys also went on an auto- 
graph-collecting stampede when Ly- 
tell turned emcee to present slew of 
guest-stars. 

Line-up of talent included Sylvia 
Sidney and Luther Adler from ‘Jane 
Eyre,’ King Sisters, Walter O’Keefe 
and 18 ‘Hollywood Cover Girls,’ in 
addition to town’s radio and nitery 
headliners. Bob Hope, canteen’s 
honorary chairman and a Cleve- 
lander, sent a wire of congrats and 
regrets he couldn't be on hand. Add- 
ed that he will put on a benefit ball 
for project on next visit to home- 
town. 

Actual date of canteen’s anniver- 
sary was last Friday (14). New York 
ecntingent couldn’t get here then, 
due to participation in American 
Theatre Wing broadcast saluting the 
Cleveland branch, so the Burnetts 
arranged a two-day celebration. 


MARRIAGES — 


Ruth Beardsley to Roland Schweer 


in San Antonio, Texas, Jan. 16. 
Groom is with KTSA as an an- 
nouncer. 

Marion Lucas to Lieut. William 


Barton Mallory, Cherry Point, N. C., 
Jan. 8. Groom was former office 
manager for M-G-M exchange and 
assistant manager for Loew theatres 
in Memphis. 

Jill Powell to Lieut. Orrin Tucker, 
Jan. 12, Chicago. Groom former 
bandleader. 

Rita McDermott to Ensian Edward 
Souweine, N. Y., Jan. 8. Bride with 
WNEW, N. Y., continuity dept. 

June Rozelle Johnson to Marty 


May. Jan. 16, Chicago. Bride is 
daughter of ‘Chic’ Johnson (Olsen 


and Johnson); groom is stage come- 
dian. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Lynch, son, 
Jan. 13, Oklahoma City. Father is 
sales manager of station KTOK in 
that city; prior to that had been 
member of vaude combo, Keller 
Sisters and Lynch. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Sullivan, 
son, Jan. 8, Detroit. Father is con- 
nected with Cinema Service Co. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Jacobs, Hol- 
lywood, Jan. 8. Father is writer at 
Metro; mother is the former Lilliap 
Willis, dancer. 3 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Taylor. 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Jan. 11. Father 
manages the Senator theatre, Pitt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Rausch, son, 
Jan. 12, New York. Father is talent 
booker for the Roxy, N. Y. 

Pvt. and Mrs. Joe Pedney, son, 
Jan, 8, New York. Father is former 
legit director; mother is former 
Mitzi Green, stage and nitery song- 
stress-mimic. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Fraser, daugh- 
ter, Jan. 9, at Lenox Hill hospital, 
N. Y. Father, special correspondent 
of Blue Network, assigned to Cairo. 
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Broadway 


Mrs. Joe Pasternak ill at West Side 
hospital. 

The ‘Tin Can Song’ is Clarence 
Gaskill’s latest lyric effusion. 

Jo Roberts, of ‘Stars on Ice’ (Cen- 
ter) staff, lost father last week. 

Constance Dowling, Goldwyn ac- 
tress, a N. Y. visitor from Hollywood. 

‘Barnaby,’ the PM cartoon strip, 
may hit the air, dramatized by Paul 
Stewart. 

Nick Lorang, vet headwaiter at 
Astor, in Sydenham hospital for 
operation. 

Bruno Walter retiring for a year 
as a symphonic conductor at end of 
this season, 

Wasn't so merry a Christmas for 
Cas Adams, whose house was on fire 
that holiday. _ 

Arthur Driscoll at home with 
heavy cold. Capt. Dennis O’Brien 
still ill, too. ; 

Jed Harris has acquired a house in 


the east 80's, evidently having no 


thoughts of Hollywood. 

George Lait again on war corre- 
spondent duty; has started for Gen. 
MacArthur’s headquarters. 

Leonard MacBain back in N. Y. 
publicity; also writing weekly col- 
umn for ‘About Town’ mag. 

Fred Lynch, director of pub and 
ad for Radio City Music Hall, to 
Hollywood on biz and vacation, 

James Cagney and Edward Mc- 
Namara spending several days at 
Cagney’s farm at Martha’s Vineyard. 

Mack Hilliard, manager of-‘Angel 
Street’ (at the Golden), celebrated 
36th wedding anniversary Monday 
(17). 

Lisette Verea, the Cloelo in ‘Merry 
Widow,’ has just made a Decca re- 
cording of her hit song, ‘Girl from 
Maxim's.’ 

Saul Abrahams’ son Robert, a cap- 
tain in the Army, married an Army 


nurse with a lieutenant’s rating be- , 


fore going overseas. 

Presentation o: awards voted by 
the N. Y. Film Critics for the ‘bests 
of 1943’ will be made Friday night 
(21) on a coast-to-coast NBC broad- 
cast. 

Friends in the film offices tossed 
a party-luncheon Friday (14)° for 
Dave Golding of the U. S. Army, who 
is one of the editors of Stars and 
Stripes. 

Strep throat sent Danny Kaye 
into the hospital for a final checkup 
before he goes overseas for USO- 
Camp Shows. Mrs. Jack Robbins out 
of Doctors hosp. 

Lester Santly (Santly-Joy, snusic 
pubs) back from the Coast, but will 
only stay east for several weeks 
prior to resuming film contacts for 
S-J songs on the Coast. 

Meyer Davis’ boy, Garry, ex-mu- 
sicomedy juvenile, just got his wings. 
News of Meyer Davis, jr., ‘lost at sea,’ 
is still pessimistic. The Davises have 
still a third son in the service. 

Hugh Kent, former writer who 
turned exhibitor and for some years 
now has operated the Clinton Point, 
Clinton, N. J., has gone to Arizona, 
where he plans buying a ranch and 
settling down, 

G. B. J. (Judge) Frawley, assistant 
to Neil F. Agnew, v.p. over sales in 
Paramount and.in charge of ex- 
change operations for the company, 
reelected president of N. Y. Athletic 
Club another year. 

Lillian Hellman will address cast 
of ‘Winged Victory’ Jan. 27 at the 
44th Sreet theatre. Talk will be 
third in arseries on playwriting and 
the theatre, Moss Hart and Herman 
Snumlin_being previous speakers. 

Gene Buck for the Catholic Actors 
Guild and other professionals will 
present a field ambulance to 
Armed Forces on Friday (21) at the 
Astor. It represents the proceeds of 
a dance event held by the Guild in 
November, 

Immigration and Naturalization 
Service of the Dept. of Justice, N. Y. 
district, seeking whereabouts of Jack 
and William Monroe. Contact with 
duo was lost last June in Charleston, 
N. C., when they were supposedly 
connected with Monroe Bros. Great 
Lakes Exposition show. 

Union Dime Savings Bank, N. Y., 
looking for the following ‘theatrical 
artists,’ or their heirs, who have un- 
claimed accounts on deposit: Harold 
Russell, about 79; Charles Hutchin- 
son, about 61, who formerly resided 
in W. Hollywood, Cal.; George Kirt- 
land, about 48, formerly of Buffalo. 

Melody Thompson, daughter of 
the president of the Axton-Fisher 
Tobacco Co., has been in N. Y. from 
Louisville, her hown town, only four 
weeks, and during that time caught 
on at the Harry Conover model 
agency, has posed for seven national 
mag covers, and signed to an acting 
contract by Metro. 


P Steve Hannagan in town for a few 
ays. 


Jerry Wald’s orch is at the Frolic 
Club. 


Marty and Lee Bohn have opened 
at the Riptide Club. 

Frankie Marlow is emcee of the 
ee show, which stars Sally 

John and Elizabeth Cradwick are 
featured dancers at the Clover Club, 
with Dan Harden doing the vocals. 

Alec Templeton is booked for his 
first Miami concert Jan. 24 under 
the auspicds of the Dade Business 
and Professional Women’s Club. 

_ Yvette, one of the survivors of the 
Lisbon crash, appeared on the 
Olympia show ana remained for a 


vacation at Miami Beach. She also 
made personal appeardnces_ for 
servicemen. 

Rolly Rolls, comedy pianist at the 
Latin Quarter, is a former Free 
French Air Force pilot who was 
recently discharged due to injuries 
received in a forced landing ovei 
North Africa. 

Orson Welles, scheduled to appear 
on ‘Contact’ in an original drama 
written by Tecan. Sgt. Draper Lewis, 
was unable to keep the commitment 
due to his current attack of jaun- 
dice. Rita Hayworth appeared in- 


| stead. 
St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 
Herman Markword has purchased 


the | 


the Black Forest restaurant, which 
he managerd, for $27,000. 

Maurice Reichman, owner-manager 
of the Globe, beaming over com- 
pletion of face lifting job on the 
house. 

Gov. Dwight Green of Illinois has 
recommended that county fairs be 
held this year despite the war. Last 
year 53 were held. 

ered We.renverg, prez of MPTOA 
of Eastern Missouri and Southern 
Illinois and owner of a chain of 
flicker houses in St. Louis and St. 
Louis County, suffered a chipped 
bone in his arm in a fall on an ice- 
covered pond. 

Harry C. Arthur, Jr., head of 
Fanchon & Marco's interests here; 
Thomas L. Farrington, prez of the 


St. Louis Amusement Co., and 
Clarence M. Turley, sec. of. the 
amusement co., are members of 


Mayor Kaufmann’'s $60,000,000 post- 
war public improvements program 
committee. 


Worries Miami 


Continued from page 1 


loose wartime coin, latter bunch, to 
whom the idea of a winter vacation 
in Florida heretofore was a legend, 
is intent on enjoying the sunshine, at 
any price. 
the limit on food tariffs, and the 
regulars are burning at the 35c and 
50c-per-cup-of-coffee, which is the 
gauge on the general run of food 
prices. Same for rooms, apartments, 
etc., although there’s no gambling— 
as yet. Even the traditional spots 
have thrown all caution to the wind 
as regards the morrow or future 
goodwill, and they are charging all 
and sundry everything that the 
traffic can bear. The traffic—as un- 
choosey as it is—is apparently bear- 
ing up under everything. 

Demeanor of the crowd is such 
that class hotels, disgusted at the 
customers’ lack of manners, have 
grown careless and lowered their 
usual standards considerably in 
order to make the kill while it lasts. 

To the surprise of local operators, 
there are more visitors here than in 
previous years. Travel situation was 
originally thought to be serious 
enough to hamper any great influx 
of visitors. However, train and plane 
accomodations are proving plentiful 
and little trouble is encountered in 
getting berths in or out of the city. 

With easing of the travel situation, 
Originally thought that 
niteries would start booking high- 
salaried performers. However, busi- 
ness is plentiful despite lack of 
names, 


Balter Ordered 


Continued from page 1 


it wac 


publication. Neal Ivey, head of Ivey 
& Ellington, agency handling Bal- 
ter’s show, although known to be 


| burned by Mutual's action, declined 
to comment. E, M. Hearsi, adver- 
tising manager for Bayuk Cigar Co., 
sponsor of the broadcast, said he 
knew nothing of Balter being barred. 

‘As far as I know he’s still broad- 
| casting for Bayuk,” said Hearst. 

On Thursday Balter checked out 
of Philly, where broadcasts 
|originated via WiP. He was headed 
for the Coast, where he'll finish out 
his series, 

Reached by phone at WGN stu- 
dios, Chicago, where he had stopped 
en route to make a broadcast Thurs- 
day night, Balter also refused to 
comment. 

Among the broadcasts which are 
said to have burned up Col. Me- 
Cormick is one in which Balter had 
declared that’ the Tribune’s mast- 
head: “‘World’s Greatest Newspaper’ 
was a ‘bid for international fame 
that was well justified inasmuch as 
many of its stories are probably 
well-received in Berlin and Tokio.’ 

Balter also assailed the Tribune 
following a charge by the Chicago 
paper that the Rhodes scholarships 
were part of a British plot to re- 
store the U. S .to the status of a 
British colony. 

Ivey & Ellington, it is understood, 
is arranging for Balter to continue 
his shows over a Coast network 
after the Mutual contract winds up. 


Result is that the sky’s 


Mexico City 


Clasa Films signed Martha 
Fombellida. 

Campaign on to clean up literature 
sold to kids. 

Harry Flannery, CBS, Los Angeles. 
in town for a month. 

Tony Nunez has switched from El] 
Patio to Ciros as m.c. 

James A. FitzPatrick due in short- 
ly to do Mex travelog. 


Elba 


| 
Tony Nunez switched his emceeing | 


from El Patio to Ciro’s. 
Martha Elba Fambellida inked as 
exclusive player oy Clasa Films. 
Javier Diaz Gutierrez of XEQ’s 
press department joined the army. 
Ciro’s on 24-hour-a-day schedule— 
breakfast, lunch, dinner and supper. 
Toni and Diana, American ballet 
dancers, at the Savoy Club in Guada- 
lajara. 


Dolores and Jose Fernandez, Span- | 
ish dance team, booked at the new | 


Minuit. 

Mex film bigwigs at Monterrey (7) 
for dedication a new movie house, 
Palacio. 

Tito Guizar, signed for Mex pic, 
dickering for long Mexico City stage 
booking. 

Lolita Cuevas and Fernando Rosas 
on XEW radio program slanted for 
Costa Rica. 

Consuelo Velazquez. 
‘Besame Mucho,’ 
radio bookings. 

Miguelito Valdes, who is working 
here in vaude, radio and night clubs, 
signed for pix, too. 

Thomas P. Gale, BBC rep here, 
back from a business trip to Havana 
and British Honduras. 

Myrta Silva,’ P erto Rican 
comedienne-singer, featured with the 
Marcus show at the Teatro Iris. 

U. S. Ambassador George Messer- 
smith off to Washington, D. C., for 
month’s trip, his first in a year. 

Circo Argentino, one of Mexico's 
oldest circuses, back here again and 
doing well on a downtown lot. 

Millisa Sierra, playing in a pic in 
production at Acapulco, planed here 
for an emergency appendicitis opera- 
tion. 

Million persons attended free 
broadcast shows at the three studios 
of radio station XEW here during 
1943. 

Teresita Tallien planed to Man- 
agua to establish Nicaragua ex- 
change for Clasa-Excelsior Mexican 
newsreel. 

Bob Bromley. marionetta, closed 
long run at El Patio and is now in- 
definitely booked at Atlantida Club, 
Guadalajara. 

‘Dona Barbara, pic based upon the 
work of the same name by Romolus 
Gallegos. Venezuelan novelist, 
grossed approximately $100,000 in 
two cinemas here. Pic cost $75,000. 

Maria Luisa Garbajal, soprano, 
featured on programs at radio sta- 


writer of 
to Colombia for 


tion XEW after a tour of the 
provinces. Linda Rey, new folk 
singer, made her debut at sta‘ion 
XEQ. 


Julio Bracho, winner of two Mexi- 
can Oscars in a row as megger, 
started ‘La Corte del Faraon’ 
Pharoh’s Court), starring 
Cortes and Roberto Soto, 
comic. 

Emilio 


Mapy 
veteran 


Azcarraga, operator of 


radio stations XEW and XEQ and/§s 


the cinemas Alameda and Bucareli, 
and Pedro de Lille, head announcer 
at XEW, back from a fishing holiday 
in Acapulco. 

Swank Cine Metropolitano, 


run cinema that recently opened 


here, charging high for Mexico of 85 | 
cents for the pic, ‘Random Harvest’ | 
(M-G) titled in Mexico, ‘En la Noche | 
the Night of the; 


del Pasado’ (In 
Past’). Cine Olimpia, another first 
run cinema, is also charging 85 cen‘s 
for ‘The Phantom of the Opera’ (U). 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 
_Norman Khury’s new Mayfair Ca- 
sino again postponing preem because 
of building difficulties. 


George Chatterton, nitery mimic, | 


auditorium March 18-26. 

Howard Brush, formerly drummer 
for Sammy Watkins, formed new 
cocktail unit for break-in at Fenway 
Hall. 

Jimmy Oriti, local ex-marine who 
served at Guadalcanal and Sicily. 
new crooner at Golden Dragon. Also 
waxing platters for Comet Records. 

Harriet Freeborn back from New 
York to rejoin acting staff of Fred- 
eric McConnell’s Play House. May 
do new play, ‘American People,’ by 
Walter Hayward and Dorothy Adams 


Hamilton. 
Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Ed Shafer, manager of Casino, con- 
fined to home with the flu. 

Bill Household, owner of Vogue 
Terrace, pretty sick with flu. 

Harry Hendel appointed chairman 
of Variety Club house committee for 
1944 


Tiny Wolf, late of Blue Barron 
band, new m.c, at Don Metz’s Club 
Casino. 

Pianist Jerry Tagress back to the 
Nite Court of Fun after working in a 
war plant. 

Art Levy, Col exchange manager. 
and the missus are back from a New 
York vacation. 

Dorethy Johnson in town ahead of 


(‘The | 


first | 


‘Kiss and Tell,’ due at Nixon Jan. 
for two weeks. 


|umnist, catching up with the new 
Broadway shows. 

Joe Mulvihill. former WCAE an- 
nouncer. has joined the staff of | 
_WTAM in Cleveland. 
| Tony Conforti’s medico has or- | 


| dered him to take it easy, so he’s 
| going to Florida next month. 
Benny Carter band booked 
| Roosevelt theatre, in local Harlem 
| district, for two days this week. 
Fred Rein, technica] director 


, Playhouse, cast for a role in commu- 
| nity theatre’s next show, ‘Blind 
| Alley.’ 


| ‘Free Movie Days’ | 
Continued from page 1 =! 


country. In Times Square. 
York, those heading the activities in- 
cluded many stage and screen names, 


services were present. 


for every seat in some 16,000 the- 
| atres. As .the campaign opened the 
| Governors of all the 48 States, Alaska 
and Hawaii and the Commissioners 
of the District of Columbia issued 
proclamations calling upon the cit- 
| izenry to support the campaign as 
| church bells and sirens peeled the 
| call for aid in towns and cities. 


Bond battalions, formed by screen 


personalities, were given routes to be | 


, covered. The second list of 20 screen 
| players consisted of Charles Bickford 
and Jo Caroll Dennison, Ist Service 
Command; Albert Dekker and Helen 
Walker, 2nd Service Command; Ed- 
gar Buchanan and Leslie Brooks, 3rd 
Service Command; Lon Chaney, Jr. 
and Ann Savage, 4th Service Com- 
mand; Charles Ruggles and Elaine 
Shepard, 5th Service Command; 
Porter Hall and Lois Andrews, 6th 
Service Command; Paul Kelly and 
| Marjorie Wordworth, 7th Service 

Command; Raymond Walburn and 

Lynn Merrick, 8th Service Com- 

mand; Edgar Kennedy and Rafnsey 

Ames, 9th Service Command; Charles 
| Winninger and Fay Bainter, 10th 
Service Command. 

State by state, reports coming into 
New York headquarters of the drive 
showed unparalleled industry enthu- 
siasm. Idaho starts the campaign 
with a series of events and stunts 
that put that state well on the way 
to its quota. Free Movie Day, as a 
Starter, is scheduled for Boise, Twin 
Falls, Nampa, Caldwell, Idaho Falls 
and dozens of other southern Idaho 
cities today (19). Ceremonies in con- 
nection with the opening of the drive 
include a flight of 13 
' bombers representing 
the Ada County quota. 


the value of 


towns from Feb. 1-29. 


Denver theatres 
| Movie Day’ 


observed ‘Free 
yesterday (Tuesday). 
| ArkanSas was ready for the kickoff 


S. McCord, state chairman of the 
campaign. 
Reports from oiher states are 


equally promising. 


Free Mevie Day in Toledo 
Toledo, O., Jan. 18. 


Toledo Theatre Managers’ War Ac- | 


| tivities Committee will sponsor a 
‘free movie day’ on the last day of 
the Fourth War Loan campaign, 


| city by showing evidence that the 
bond was bought that day. The com- 
| mittee is headed by Howard Feigley, 
manager of the Rivoli; 
Harris, manager of 
Jack Lykes, manager Colony; and 
Ted Teschner, manager of Loew's 
Valentine. 


sr., 


the Paramount; 


Stearn Heads Col. Drive 
Columbus, O., Jan. 18. 
Max Stearn, operator of the South- 
ern Theatre, has been renamed 
chairman of the Columbus motion 
picture exhibitors campaign commit- 
tee for the Fourth War Loan. He 


served in the same post during the 
Third War Loan campaign last Sep- 
tember. Eleven local houses are of- 
ficial issuing agents; Palace, Ohio, 
Broad, Grand, Southern, Indianaola, 
Olentangy, Cleve, Beechwold, Linden 
and Dixie. Other houses will take 
orders for bonds, and all are selling 
stamps. 


Janey Knight is the new vocalist 
With Marty Schramm’'s Four Kings 
;and A Queen at the Hotel Henry, 
| Pittsburgh, replacing Arlene Day, 
left to join Tommy Carlyn’s 
band at Bill Green's, Pitt. 


31 | 


Florence Fisher Parry. Press col- | 


into} 


wi 6h Le 


New| a 


From Coast to Coast, and in Alaska! 
and Hawaii, show business mobilized| Hollywood after a medical discharge 
to ‘Back the Attack’ by selling a bond| from the Army. 


Holiywood 


Max Scheck, stage producer, east 
to discuss deals. 

Cork O'Keefe in Hollywood lining 
up deals for his clients 

Charles Leonard Appleton, screen 
| writer, sued for divorce. 

Mary Boland in serious condition 
fo'lowing major surgery. 

Maurice Cohen heading east to hire 
name bands for the Palladium. 

Margo to Mexico City for 
preem of ‘Behind the Rising Sun.’ 

Lucille Ball to Jamestown, N. Y., 


the 


of | for the funeral of her grandfather. 


Martha Raye filed suit for a Mexi- 
can divorce from Capt. Neal Lang. 
Eric Feldary back in pictures after 
| medical discharge from the Army. 
Roy A. Pawley: owner of a 
string of theatres. sued for divorce. 
| J. Cheever Cowdin, Universal 
chairman, in town studio hud- 
| dles. 
| Ben Kalmenson, general sales man- 
ger for Warners, in town for studio 
confabs. 
Barbara Jo Allen resumes her pro 


for 


Treasury officials, U. S. Army band,| name, Vera Vague, in shorts series 
motorized equipment and representa- | at Columbia. 
tives of every branch of the military | 


William S. Hart, former western 
| star, heired more than $200,000 by 
| his sister’s will. 

Freddie Bartholomew returned to 


Anne Jeffreys, western film ac- 
tress, announced her engagement to 
Capt. Robert Serena. 

Raymond L. Schrock resigned as 
| story editor of Producers Releasing 
Corp. because of illness. 

Eve Whitney. screen actiess, and 


Eddie Cherkose, songwriter, an- 
nounced their engagement. 
Jacqueline Dalya, screen actress, 


' drew final decree of divorce from 


_ William Conselman, screen writer. 
Mort Singer shoved off for the 
|midwest to look over his theatre 
properties after a California vaca- 
tion, 

Frank Seltzer resigned as publicity 
chief of Jules Levey Productions, 
with Arthur Eddy taking over tem- 
porarily. 

Al Grossman, veteran New York 
agent, has opened offices in Holly- 
wood for film, radio and theatre rep- 
resentation. 

Decla Dunning, short story writer 
for New Yorker, supplying added di- 
alog to the Jules Levey picture, ‘The 
Hairy Ape.’ 

Gene Fowler, Walter Howey, 
Damon Runyon and Adela Rogers 
St. John, old newspaper pals, held a 
reunion on the 20th-Fox lot. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


| 


with a proclamation over the week- | 
end by Gov. Homer M. Adkins to M. 


Marvin | 


San Carlo Grand Opera Co. into 
Lyceum Jan. 21-22. 

Four Barons back at Dome nitery 
for return engagement. 

Joyce Elliot and the Great 
headlining Curly’s floor show. 

John Fritcher, Paramount booking 
manager, still in Abbott hospital, 
seriously ill. 

Marjorie Garretson and Joe Por- 
retta orch held over at Hotel Radis- 


Roy 


Liberator | son Flame Room. 
| Norman 
At least 40} handling publicity on war bond drive 
| bond preems have been.lined up for, and ‘March of Dimes.’ 


Pyle, M-G_ exploiieer, 


Fred Finnegan, RKO head booker, 
celebrated birthday by passing 
around ice cream and cake. 

Republic gets first picture, ‘In Old 
Oklahoma,’ in Minneapolis St. 
Paul Orpheums Feb. 11 and 18. 

Bill Elson and Bob Ablescon final- 
ists in Northwest Variety club’s first 
gin rummy tournament and will win 
war bond prizes, 


and 


Washington 

Guy Lombardo’s orchestra will 
play at the President's Birthday Ball. 

Mary Pickford will be a special 
| guest at the President's Birthday Ball 
White House luncheon. 

Caryl N. Odell of Paramount gave 
ithe critics a luncheon and showed 


when every bond purchaser will be! them ‘Standing Room Only.’ 


to emcee Sportsmen’s Show at civic | admitted free to any theatre in the| 


‘Ice-Capades’ comes into Uline’s 
Arena with a $30.000 advance sale. 
| Variety Club and WRC sold the $1.- 


000.000 war bond chair to a corpora- 
tion. 
Mile of Dimes 


stand in front of the 


Capitol theatre opened Friday (14). 
Expects to take in $30.000 in silver 
bullets on a 24-hour pitch. 

Patricia Morison made the & st 
show at Loew’s Capitol Thursday, by 
paying $75 for a taxicab ride from 
Worcester, Mass.. to Providence, R. I, 
ito catch the Federal express from 


Boston. 


Chicago 

Lou Shainmark, managing editor 
of the Chicago Herald-American, in 
the Passavant hospital. 

Griff Williams Orch, Gertrude Nie- 
sen and Henny Youngman go into 
the Chicago theatre Jan. 21 

Corp. Philip Truex. son of Ernest 
Truex, here visiting Yolande Dolan 
of the ‘Good Night Ladies’ cast at the 
Blackstone theatre. 

Howie Mayer, of Columbia's press 
department, in town arranging for 
his local office to handle the studio’s 
middlewest publicity. 

Midwest premiere of Warner's 
‘Destination Tokyo’ took place last 
week aboard the U.S.S. Sable, air- 
craft carrier training ship in the Chi- 
cago harbor, for officers. men of. the 
ship and members of the press 
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